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Stay tuned for the personal update of the Aloha March
brought to you by an actual live barefoot native.
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- Treading your way soon..

ANY FEEDBACK ONE WANTS TO ((—?IVE CAN BE SENT TO:

METLANI ALILEN

3430 PACIFIC AVE.S.E,STE.A-G #213
OLYMPIA,WA. 98501

.- For more info on Hawai’ian sovereignty visit website:

http://wwmhawaii!-nafion. org/soa.html
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ALOHA!,

THIS BOOKLET WAS FREED FROM
MY HEART CAUSE TINGS NEED TO BE HEARD AND
FELT IN LIFE.LOTS OF US ARE FIGHTING THE STAG
-NATION WITH DARED INNOVATIONS SUCH AS
FREE THINKING AND COURAGEOUES ACTION.IN
THE FACE OF OPPRESSION,A CLEAR ESSENCE
00ZES FROM THE WOUND.DISCOVERY DELIVERS
CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE COMMITMENT TO LIFE IS
BORN.FROM THERE IT NEVER ENDS...

THIS IS THE GENUINE STORY OF A CULTURE
IN TRANSITION.STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE.THERE
IS A STRONG REVIVAL GOING ON IN THAT LITTLE
CHAIN OF ISLANDS 2000 MILES WEST OF NORTH
AMERICA CALLED HAWAPL

MOST PEOPLE DON’T KNOW WHAT THE
STORY IS AND WHAT WENT DOWN 100 YEARS AGO
TO THIS VERY DAY.IT IS THE SAME STORY AS SO
MANY OTHERS.ONE TAKES AND DESTROYS LITE BY
NOT GIVING BACK.THE HEART STRAINS TO KEEP
BEATING.EXISTING TO EXTEND TO THE FUTURE.
GUIDING THE CHILDREN AWAY FROM A PLACE
THAT IS LOST INTO A STRONG SOURCE THAT GIVES
MANA (POWER) FROM WITHIN.

THE BREACH HAS CHANGED US,MADE US
REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR PAST AND THE
DEDICATION OUR HANDS MUST FORGE TO FORM
OUR FUTURE.

THIS BOOKLET IS FOR GREATGRANDMA WHO I
RKnotw pour past ONLY KNEW IN PICTURES,TO GRANDMA WHO I LOVE AND
RESPECT,AND TO MOM WHO IS MARCHING TODAY,CARRY
-ING US THROUGH TO THE OTHER SIDE.
Keep pour culture ENERGY FLOWS WHERE ATTETION GOES.

, MUCH ALOHA,
@here is potwer theve... MEILANI ALLEN



August 8, 1998

100th year Annexation of the Hawaiian Islands.

Where do we come from?

Where are we going?

What are we?
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Aloha March

W When: Aug7-8

B Whare: US Cap-
ital grounds,
Washington

B Why: To mark the
100th anniversa-
ryolthe U.5. an-
noxation of Ha-
waii; spotlight
efforts to return
Hawat 10 8 sov-
ergign nation,
and educate
people sbout na-
tive Hawaiian is-
sues.

B Contact: Buich
Kakahu, Kauai,
(808) 822-7643

B Donations: Make
check payable
to: CUF/Noho
Like, and write
“for Aloha March
Education Pro-
gram’ on the
check. Send ta:
Noho Like, P.O.
Box 82053, Pert-
land, OR 97282.
Or call (503)
230-1464. Naho
Like 15 a not-for-
profit group con-
ducting the equ-
cational program
for the march,
Communities
United for Peo-
ple.or CUP. isits
fiscal sponsar.

B Web site: hitp:i/
www hawanran,
neti~cbokaual/
buteh html,

BY GEOROE LURIE, Special to the Star-Bulletin

Aloha March organizer John "Butch”™ Kekahu shows off a picture of Queen Liliugkalani,
Hawaii’s retgning monarch when the island country was overthrown by the United States
in 1893. The "Aloha March™ in Washington, D.C., this summer will mark the 100th
anniversary of Hawaii's annexation to the United Sta
about souereignty and native Howaiian issues. T

Hawaiian sovereignty issue
will get national audience

4 *

tes and educate pecpie nationwide

A 24-hour vigil and march in Washington, D.C,,
will mark the 100th anniversary of annexation

BY PATOMANDAM
Star-Bulletin

N 1981, John *Butch” Keka-

hu and two of his uncles

vowed to bring Hawaiian

rights before Congress and
a national audience.

The Kauai family's vision will
become reality at a Hawailan
sovereignty vigil and march
planned for Washington, D.C.,
this summer.

“The Hawalian rights move-
ment {8 galning strength, and
that is why it is important for all
sovereignty leaders to sit down
at the same table” said Kekahu,
54, who has carried the {amily's
dream after his uncles, Charlie
and Nathaniel Koani. died.

“Hawaiians are the other Na-
tive Americans, and we are seek-
ing Justice. It is time to let free-
dom ring for Hawaiians in
Hawall," said the semiretired
musician and entertainer.

The “Aloha March” will mark
the 100th anniversary of Ha-
wail’s annexatlon to the United
Stzles in 1898, spotlight efforts to
return Hawail to a sovereign
nation and educate people na-
tionwide about native Hawaiian
lssues.

The event begina with a 24-
hour prayer vigll Aug. 7 on the
U.S. Capitol grounds, followed
by a mareh Lhe next day that
ends in Lafayette Park, across
from the White House. lssues
stemming from the 1B93 over-
throw of the monarchy will be
discussed, Guest speakers in-
clude U.S. Rep. Patsy Aink.

Riley "Ehu Cardwell of Solona
Beach. Calil., media coordinator
for the march, said Hawailans
living in at least 37 states will
atiend, along with supporters
fram Polynesian and native
American nations and indige-
nous peoples’ rights groups.

‘The Aloha March has its own
site on the [nternet, and is
looking for volunteers to stage
the event, expected to draw a
few thousand people.

Organizers hope it will become
the most important civil rights
demonstration in 1993,

Virginia resident Mahina Bai-
ley, a Waianae native who has
been a kumu hula in the nation s
capital for the past 38 years, said
yesterday not many people there
know about Hawaii's political
history, Including those from his
Halau Hulz Mahina O Wakine
kona.

“We have a big contingent of
Hawau people here. and [ was
surprised that some of the peo-
ple had no idea about some of
the insurrections that teok
place.” he said.

“1 guess peeple in Hawaii are
more aware of it because of the
strong sovereignty movement.
But here, we don't here too
much about it,” said Bailey, whao
urged his halau to aitend.

Kekahu, who suffers from dia-
betes, will use a wheelchair dur-
ing the march

He said plans for the event
finally took off after President
Clinten signed the Nov. 23, 1963,
apology resolution.

US. Publlc Law 103150 ac-
knowledges the 100th anniversa-
Ty of the Jan. 17,1893, overthraw
of the Hawailan kingdom, and
offered an apology to native Ha-
wallans from the United States
for its overthrow.

Kekahu hopes awareness ol
the apology and other Hawaiian
issues will spark consensus, not
eontroversy, to restore these na-
live rights.

*The time has come. We fust
need to take things one day at a
time.” he said,

“We need to complete this
march and see where we go~

Winds of profound change swept over Hawai'i in the 1890s, turbulent
times that altered the islands' future forever

he Oxerthrow

Tolani Paluce |, bedecked in Hawaiian flags
Jor King Kalakana's birthday eelebration, prowdty
recalls the days of Hawai't's monarchy. (Photo by
Brett Uprichard)

Hawai'i entered the decade of the 1890s as a kingdom
and emerged from it as a Territory of the United
States, with a provisional government and a republic
in between. It was a time of monarchs and "mission
boys," of royalists, republicans and revolutionaries.

The storm that had been gathering broke on Jan. 17,
1893, when the Hawaiian monarchy ended in a day
of bloodless revolution. Armed insurrection by a
relatively small group of men, most of them American
by birth or heritage, succeeded in wresting control of
the Islands with the backing of American troops sent
ashore from a warship in Honolulu Harbor. To this
"superior force of the United States of America,"
Queen Lili'uokalani yielded her threne, under protest,
in order to avoid bloodshed, trusting that the United
States government would right the wrong that had
been done to her and the Hawaiian people.

Sugar and a coerced constitution played roles in the
drama -- intertwined themes of economics and
politics.

Sugar was by far the principal support of the Islands, and profits and prosperity hinged on favorable treaties
with the United States, Hawaiian sugar's chief market, creating powerful economic ties. As the Islands' sugar
industry grew, large numbers of contract laborers were imported first from China, then from Japan and other
countries, Lo work on the plantations — the beginning of Hawai'i's present multicultural population. Plantation
ownership and control of the business community were in the hands of men of American or European blood.

King Kalakaua

was forced to sign the Bayonet
Constitution in 1887, sharply curtailing his powers and
diminishing the Native Hawaiians' voice in
government. (Hawai'i Visitors Bureau)

In 1887, during the reign of Lili"uokalani' s brother, King
Kalakaua, a group of planters and businessmen, seeking to
control the kingdom politically as well as economically,
formed a secret organization, the Hawaiian League.
Membership (probably never over 400, compared Lo the
40,000 Native Hawaiians in the kingdom) was
predominantly American. including several missionary
descendants. Organizer and fire brand of the league was
Lorrin A. Thurston, a lawyer and missionary grandson,
who would later be a leader in the overthrow of the
monarchy. with many of the same men.

Lorrin Thurston | > e
grandson of American missionaries, was the firebrand behind the
revolution against the Hawaiian Monarchy. (Hawai'i State Archives)

Their goal, for now, was to "reform” the monarchy. But reform, like beauty,
was in the eye of the beholder. The Native Hawaiians looked up to their
sovereigns with respect and alcha, Kalakaua and Lili uokalani were
well-educated. intelligent, skilled in social graces, and equally at home with



Hawaiian traditions and court ceremony. Above all, they were deeply
concerned about the well-being of the Hawaiian people and maintaining the
independence of the kingdom.

The league's more radical members favored the king's abdication -- one even
proposed assassination -- but cooler heads prevailed. They would allow the king to remain on the throne with
his power sharply limited by a pew constitution of their making. Dethroning him would be a last resort, if he
refused to comply. Many Hawaiian League members belonged to a volunter militia, the Honolulu Rifles.
which was officially in service to the Hawaiian government, but was secretly the league's military arm.

Kalakaua was compelled Lo accept a new Cabinet composed of league members, who presented their
constitution to him for his signature at “[olani Palace. The reluctant king argued and protested, but finally
signed the document, which became known as the Bayonel Constitution. As one Cabinet member noted.
"Little was left to the imagination of the hesitaling and unwilling sovereign, as to what he might expect in the
event of his refusal to comply with the demands made upon him."

The Bayonet Constitution greatly curtailed the king's power, making him a mere figurehead. It placed the
actual executive power in the hands of the Cabinet, whose members could no longer be dismissed by the king,
only by the Legislature. Amending this constitution was also the exclusive prerogative of the Legislature.

The Bayonet Constitution’s other purpose was to remove the Native Hawaiian majority's dominance at the
polls and in the Legislature. The righteous reformers were determined to save the Hawaiians from
sell-government.

The privilege of voting was no longer limited o citizens of the kingdom, but was extended to foreign residents
-- provided they were American or European. Asians were excluded -- even those who had become
naturalized citizens. The House of Nobtes, formerly appointed by the king, would now be elected. and voters
and candidates for it had (o meet a high property ownership or income requirement -- which excluded
two-thirds of the Native Hawaiian volers. While they could still vote for the House of Representatives, to do
so they had to swear to uphold the despised Bayonet Constitution.

The Hawaiians strenuously opposed the diminution of their voice in governing their own country and resented
the reduction of the monarch's powers and the manner in which the Bayonet Constitution had been forced on
him. Hawaiians, Chinese and Japanese petitioned the king to revoke the constitution. The self-styled Reform
Cabinet responded that only an act of the Legislature could do this - though their new constitution had never
been put to a vote.

For the remaining years of the monarchy, efforts to amend or replace the constitution received widespread
support. The constitutional controversy proved te be the spark that ignited the overthrow of the monarchy.

Robert Wilcox led an insurrection in 1889 against the Bayonet
Constitution and a counterrevution in 1895 attempting to restore the
queen to the throne. (Hawai'i State Archives)

In 1889 a young part-Hawaiian named Robert W. Wilcox staged an uprising
to overthrow the Bayonet Constitution. He led some 80 men, Hawaiians and
Europeans, with arms purchased by the Chinese, in a predawn march to
“lolani Palace with 2 new constitution for Kalakaua to sign. The king was
away trom the palace, and the Cabinet called out troops who forcibly put
down the insurrection, Tried for conspiracy, Wilcox was found not guilty by
a jury of Native Hawaiians, who considered him a folk hero.

Us MATT HE BA O KA ‘ATNA I KA PONO#*

*HHAWAITAN STATE MOTTO MEANING THE LIFEK OF THE

LAND IS PERPETUATED IN RIGHTEOUSN DE-E-

The palace's throne
room , once the
scene of grand roval balls, later stripped bare as a
military court room where Lili"uokalani was tried on
treason-related charges, today is once again restored
to its former splendor. (Milrox/McAleer for the
Friends of “lolani Palace)

A new constitution would have to be another monarch's
responsibility. On Jan. 20, 1891, King Kalakaua died of
kidney disease at age 54. He lay in state in the throne
room of “lolani Palace, which during his reign had been
the scene of many gala receptions and grand balls.




Whereas, without the active support and intervention by the United States diplomatic and military
representatives, the insurrection against the Government of Queen Liliuokalani would have failed for lack of
popular support and insufficient arms.

Whereas, in a message 1o Congress on December 18, 1893 President Grover Cleveland reported fully and
accurately on the illegal acts of the conspirators, described such acts as an "act of war, committed with the
participation of a diplomatic representative of the United States and without authority of Congress”, and
acknowledged that by such acts the government of a peaceful and friendly people was overthrown... President
Cleveland further concluded that a “substantial wrong has thus been done which a due regard for our national
character as well as the rights of the injured people requires we should endeavor to repair” and called for the
restoration of the Hawaiian monarchy.

Whereas. the indigcnops Hawaiian people never directly relinquished their claims to their inherent sovereignty
as a people or over their national lands to the United States, either through their monarchy or through a
plebiscite or referendum. ’

Whereas, the health and well-being of the Native Hawaiian people is intrinsically tied to their deep feelings
and attachment to the land;

Whereas, the long-range economic and social changes in Hawaii over the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries have been devastating to the population and to the health and well-being of the Hawaiian people;
Whereas, the Native Hawaiian people are determined to preserve, develop and transmit to future generations
their ancestral territory, and their cultural identity in accordance with their own spiritual and traditional belicls,
customs, practices, language, and social institutions;

Now, therefore, be it
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress

assembled,

The Congress

- apologizes to Native Hawaiians on behalf of the people of the United States for the overthrow of the
Kingdom of Hawaii on January 17, 1893... and the deprivation of the rights of Native Hawaiians to
self-determination;

- expresses its commitment to acknowledge the ramifications of the overthrow of the Kingdom of Hawaii, in
order to provide a proper foundation for reconciliation between the United States and the Native Hawaiian
people; and

- urges the President of the United States to also acknowledge the ramifications of the overthrow of the
Kingdom of Hawaii and to support reconciliation etforts between the United States and the Native Hawaiian

people.

"...the logical consequences of this resolution would be independence.”

- Senator Slade Gorton (R-Washington). US Senate Congressional Record
Wednesday, October 27, 1993, 103rd Cong. st Sess. .

His sister, Lili"uokalani. took the oath of office as monarch, including.
to her distaste, swearing to uphold the Bayonet Constitution.

Queen Lili’uokalani  vielded her throne under protest, trusting
the American government would right the wrong done to her people
when U.S. troops backed the revolutionaries. (Hawai'i State
Archives)

In 1899, six vears after the
monarchy was overthrown,
Princess Ka'iulani | heir to the
lost throne, died ar age 23. (Bishop
Museum)

Like her brother, the new queen was
childless. She named as her successor
to the throne her niece, Princess
Ka'iulani, who was away at school in
London.

Lili'uokalani's husband. John Dominis. an American sea captain's son. died just seven months after she
became queen.

She would soon face a formidable threat to the monarchy and the independence of the kingdom. In early 1892
Lorrin Thurston and a group of like-minded men. mostly of American blood, formed an Annexation Club.
plotting the overthrow of the queen and annexation to the United States. They kept the organization small and
secrel - wisely, since they were talking treason,

Thurston went to Washington to promote anncxation, and received an encouraging message from President
Benjamin Harrison: "You will find an exceedingly sympathetic administration here.”

In Honolulu, Hawaiians spoke out strongly for their monarchy and presented numerous petitions to the
Legislature to replace the Bayonet Constitution, to no avail,

The queen had also been deluged with petitions for a new constitution, signed by an estimated two-thirds of
the kingdom'’s voters, and she boldly prepared to act on their wishes. In her book, Hawai'i's Story by
Hawai'i's Queen |, she noted, "The right to grant a constitution to the nation has been, since the very first
one was granted, a prerogative of the Hawaiian sovereigns.”

On Jan. 14, the first of four crucial days in Hawai'i's history, the queen presided at noon over the legislative
session's closing ceremonies at the Government Building, She then walked across the street 1o “lojani Palace
for a more significant ceremony. She was about to proclaim a pew constitution which she had written,
restoring power to the throne and rights to the Native Hawaiian people.

The Royal Hawaiian Band played as the queen's invited guests, including diplomats, legislators and Hawaiian
petitioners, assembled in the throne room, and a large crowd of Native Hawaiiuns gathered on the paluce
lawn.

As the audience waited, the queen argued heatedly with her Cabinet, who refused to sign her new
constitution, fearing her enemies would use it as a pretext to challenge her. They finally persuaded her to defer
action on i,

The queen addressed the guests in the throne room, and the crowd on the palace grounds, telling them that she
was ready to promulgate a new constitution, but yielding to the advice of her ministers, was postponing it to
some future day.

Alerted carlier of the queen's intention by two of her Cabinet members, the Annexation Club sprang into
action. A 13-member Committee of Safety was chosen to plan the overthrow of the queen and the
establishment of a provisional government. As they plotted revolution, they claimed that the queen, by
preposing Lo alter the constitution, had committed "a revolutionary act.”

The American warship USS Boston was in port at Honolulu Harbor. With an eye toward landing troops,
Lorrin Thurston and two others called upon the American minister in Hawai'i, John L. Stevens, an avowed
annexationist. Stevens assured them he would not protect the queen, and that he would land troops from the
Boston if necessary "to protect American Jives and property.” He also said that if the revolutionaries were in
possession of government buildings and actually in control of the city, he would recognize their provisional
government.

The next day, Jan. 15, Thurston told the queen's Cabinet that the Committee of Safety would challenge her.



In an effort to stave off the mounting crisis, the queen issued a proclamation declaring that she would not seek
to alter the constitution except by constitutional means. Unsuccessfully, she sought Minister Stevens'
assurance that he would support her government against armed insurrection. The kingdom's marshal
proposed declaring martial law and arresting the Committee of Safety, but the Cabinet feared this would lead

to armed conflict, and Lili’uokalani wished to avoid bloodshed.

On Jan. 16, several hundred Native Hawaiians and other royalists galhered peaceably at Palace Square in
support of the queen, expressing loyalty (o the monarchy, and carefully avoiding saying anything
inflammatory.

Simultaneously, at the mass meeting called by the Commitiee of Safety at the armory, the speeches were
incendiary. Lorrin Thurston vehemently denounced the gueen and asked the crowd to empower the commitiee
1o act as it deemed necessary. The resolution passed amid cheers. No one had mentioned overthrowing the
monarchy, but the unspoken was apparently understood by all.

The Committee of Safety delivered a letter to Minister Stevens requesting him to land troops from the Boston.
stating that "the public safety is menaced and life and property arc in peril.”

At S that afternoon, 162 fully armed troops from the Boston came ashore. A few of the marines were posted at
the American Consulate and Legation, but the main body of troops marched through downtown Honolulu past
*lolani Palace. They were quartered less than a block from the Government Building and the palace. While the
troops were ordered ashore ostensibly "to protect American lives and property.” their placement close to the
palace was threatening. Members of the queen's Cabinet hastened to Stevens 1o protest the troops’ presence.
but it made no difference.

The Committee of Safety had initially proposed that Thurston head the government, but he said he was
considered such a ."radical mover” it would be better to choose someone more conservative. They then
offered the presidency to Sanford B. Dole. another of the "mission boys,” as Thurston called them. Dole had
declined to take part in the revolution except for drafting documents. Rather than abolishing the monarchy, he
favored replacing the queen with a regency holding the throne in trust unti] Princess Ka'iulani came of age.
Still, he accepted the presidency and submitted his resignation as u justice in Hawai'i's Supreme Court.

Sanford Dole , who had favored a regency holding the throne in
trisst for Princess Ka'iulani rather than abolishing the monarchy,
became president of the provisional government that replaced ir.
(Hawai'i State Archives)

On the morning of Jan. 17, Dole gave Stevens a letter from Thurston,
asking for his recognition of the provisional gavernment, which they
planned to proclaim at 3 that aflernoon. The American minister told Dole. "1
think you have a great opportunity.” .

They also had luck. Just as Dole and the Committee of Safety were aboul to
set oul to take possession of the Government Building, Hawuaiian police
halted a wagon loaded with arms for the insurgents, and the driver shot a policeman in the shoulder. (This
was the only blood shed during the revolution.} The sound of the shot drew a crowd, including the policemen
who had been keeping an eye on the Committee of Safety. and in the confusion, they walked to the
Government Building unnoticed.

The building was unguarded and nearly deserted, and few people heard the proclamation that was read from
its steps, declaring the end of the monarchy and the establishment of a provisional government as an interim
measure until annexation to the United States could be achieved. The American troops were lined up nearby.
Minister Stevens immediately, and prematurely. recognized the pravisional government.

On Jan. 17, 1893, at dusk, Queen Lili'uckalani yielded her throne under protest, with these words:

"1, Lili*uokalani, by the grace of God and under the constitution of the Hawaiian Kingdom,
Queen. do hereby solemnly protest against any and all acts done against myself and the
constitutional government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by certain persons claiming to have
established a Provisional Government of and for this Kingdom.

"That | yield 1o the superior force of the United States of America, whose Minister
Plenipotentiary, His Excellency John L. Stevens. has caused United States troops to bhe
landed at Honolulu and declared that he would support the said Provisional Government,

"Now, 1o avoid any collision of armed forces and perhaps loss of life, I do, under this
protest, and impelled by said forces. yield my authority until such time as the Government of
the United States shall, upon the facts being presented to it, undo the action of its
representative and reinstate me in the authority which I elaim as the constitutional sovereign
of the Hawaiian Tslands.”

United States Public Law 103-150
The "Apology Resolution"

Passed by Congress and signed by President William J[. Clinton
November 23, 1993

President Clinton signs Public Law 103-150, the "Apology Resolution” to Native Hwwvaiians, on
:’\’m'e_mber 23, 1993, as Vice-President Gore and Hawaii's Congressional delegation look on: Sen,
Daniel Inowve, Rep. Patsy Mink, Rep. Neil Abercrombie, and Sen. Daniel Akaka (L 1o R)

- excerpts -

To acknowledge the 100th anniversary of the January 17, 1893 overthrow of the Kingdom

of Hawaii, and to offer an apology to Native Hawaiians on behalf of the United States for
the overthrow of the Kingdom of Hawaii.

Whereas, prior to the arrival of the first Europeans in 1778, the Native Hawaiian people lived in a highly
organized, self-sufficient, subsistent social system based on communal land tenure with a sophisticated
language, culture, and religion;

Whercas, from 1826 until 1893. the United States recognized the independence of the Kingdom of Hawaii,
extended full and complete diplomatic recognition to the Hawaiian Government, and entered into treatics and
conventions with the Hawaiian monarchs to govern commerce and navigation...

Whereas, on January 14, 1893... the United States Minister assigned to the sovereign and independent
Kingdom of Hawaii conspired with a small group of non-Hawaiian residents of the Kingdom of Hawaii,
including citizens of the United States, to overthrow the indigenous and lawful Government of Hawaij:

Whereas. soon thereafter, when informed of the risk of bloodshed with resistance, Queen Liliuokalani issued

the following staternent yielding her authority to the United States Government rather than to the Provisional
Government:

"l Liliuokalani, by the Grace of God and under the Constitution of the Hawaiian Kingdom, Queen
d‘o hereby solemnly protest against any and all acts done against myself and the Constitutional '
Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by certain persons claiming to have established a Provisional
Government of and for this Kingdom.

"That 1 yicld to the superior force of the United States of America whose Minister Plenipotentiary
His Excellency John L. Stevens, has caused United States troops to be landed a Honolulu and |
Efre_clared that he would support the Provisional Government.

"Now 10 avoid any collision of armed forces, and perhaps the loss of life, I do this under protest and
impelled by said force yield my autherity until such time as the Government of the United States
shall, upon facts being presented to it. undo the action of its representatives and reinstate me in the
authority which T ¢laim as the Constitutional Sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands."

- Queen Liliuokalani, Jan 17, 1893 '



A gueen 1o the end to her people, Lili’uokalani  died in 1917, her
plea for justice unanswered.” (Hawai'i State Archives)

Last year, for (he observance of the centennial of the overthrow of the
Hawaiian monarchy, “Tolani Palace, draped in the black of mourning,
was a powerful symbol. The Hawaitan people are still seeking justice
through legal means reparations, a fulfillment of trust commitments,
settlement of land claims and the return of lands. They are, moreover,
secking recognition of Hawaiian suvercignty. The Native Hawaiians will
decide how they choose to structure sovereignty -- as
nation-within-a-nation, complete independence, or some other model. Tt
is no longer a distant dream, but an attainable goal.

‘Tolani Palace , draped in black for last year's observance of the centennial of the overthrow of the
monarehy, was a moving, powerful symbol to Hawaiians who participated in a torchlight ceremony.

As a first step toward redressing Lhe wrongs of a century ago, the Hawaiian people have finally received a
federal apology, recognition of the American government's participation in the overthrow of the monarchy.

Last November, the United States Congress passed and President Clinton signed a joint resolution saying,
“The Congress... apologizes to Native Hawaiians on behalf of the people of the United States for the
averthrow of the Kingdom of Hawai'i on Jan. 17, 1893 with the participation of agents and citizens of
ihe United States, and the deprivation of the rights of Native Hawaiians ro self-determination;” [and]
“... expresses its commitment to acknowledge the ramifications of the overthrow of the Kingdom of
Hawai'i, in order to provide a proper foundation for reconciliation bepveen the United States and the
Native Hawaiian people.”

The queen surrendered Hawai'i's sovereignty not to the revolutionaries but to the "superior force of the
United States of America” - temporarily, she believed -- confident that the American government would
restore her to the throne.

After the queen yielded her
anthariry on Jan. 17, 1893, her
Royal Guards surrendered their
arms at the palace barracks.
(Hawai'i State Archives)

After the queen yielded, the marshal
surrendered the police station house,
and at the barracks, the Queen's Royal
Guards stacked their arms.

Having stated her case in writing,
Lili’uokalam retired to her private
residence, Washington Place, urging
the leaders of her people to avoid riot
and to await tranquilly the result of her appeal to the United States government.

The provisional government took over the palace and declared martial law. Later, at its request, Minister
Stevens proclaimed Hawai'i a temporary protectorate and raised the American flag over government buildings.
He wrote the State Department urging annexation, saying, "The Hawaiian pear is now fully ripe, and this is
the golden hour for the United States to pluck it.”

The provisional government had chartered a steamer, and Thurston and four others hastened to Washington
with a treaty of annexation in hand. The queen's envoys were refused permission to sail on the same ship, and
by the time they reached Washington, President Harrison had already sent the annexation treaty to the Senate.

But Harrison was in his last days in power, and Grover Cleveland, who replaced him, withdrew the treaty.

Lili uokalant wrote to Cleveland requesting redress, and young Princess Ka'iulani went to Washington to
appeal for the monarchy and the Hawaiian nation, impressing the president and all who met her with her
beauty and dignity.

President Cleveland sent to Honolulu special commissioner James H. Blount, former chairman of the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Blount's job was to investigate the circumstances of the revolution, the role
Minister Stevens and American troops played in it, and to determine the feclings of the people of Hawai'i
toward the provisional government.

Blount's instructions were secret. but it was known that his word would be "paramount.” concerning the
United States in the Islands, so he was given the nickname "Paramount Blount."

He ordered the troops back to their ship and the American flag taken down and replaced by the Hawaiian flag.

Accessible to all who wished to talk to him, he cordially and impartially heard a steady stream of people from
both sides, Over four months, he assembled a vast amount of information from interviews, letters and
documents.

Blount's final report charged that Stevens conspired in the overthrow of the monarchy, which would not have
taken place without the landing of U.S. troops. Blount recommended restoring the queen, saying...The
undoubted sentiment of the people is for the queen, against the provisional government and against
annexation." He noted, "There is not an annexationist in the Islands. so far as | have been able to observe,
who would be willing to submit the question of annexation to a popular vote.”

Based on Blount's findings, President Cleveland decided that, in the name of justice, he would do everything
in his power to reinstate the queen, provided she would grant amnesty to those who had overthrown her
government, The idealistic Cleveland, in assuming the provisional government would willingly relinquish
power ta her at his request, misjudged the character and tenacity of her adversaries.

The new American minister in Hawai'i, Albert Willis, expressed to the queen the president's regret that the
unauthorized intervention of the United States had caused her 1o surrender her sovereignty, and his hope that
the wrong done to her and her people might be redressed. Willis told her the president’s condition for
reinstating her on the throne was that she grant full amnesty.

Lili" uokalani replied that according to Hawaiian law, the punishment for treason was death, but that she woulc
be satisfied with banishing them from the kingdom forever. Later, she agreed Lo accede to the president’s
wishes.

Willis next went to Sanford Dole and the provisional government, assuring them of the queen’s amnesty.
Speaking for President Cleveland, Willis acknowledged the wrong committed by the United States in the
revolution and requested them to resign power and restore the queen.



The answer. of course, was no. They repudiated the right of the American president to interfere in their
domestic affairs and said that if the American forces illegally assisted the revolution, the provisional
government was nol responsible.

On Dec. 18, 1893, President Cleveland made an eloguent speech to Congress on the Hawaiian situation.

He had harsh words for the landing of American troops at the revolutionaries' request:

"This military demonstration upon the soil of Honolulu was of itself an act of war; unless
made either with the consent of the government of Hawai'i or for the bona fide purpose of
protecting the imperiled lives and property ol citizens of the United States. But there is no
pretense of any such consent on the part of the government of the queen ... the existing
government, instead of requesting the presence of an armed force, protested against it. There
is as little basis for the prelense that forces were landed for the security of American life and
property. If so, they would have been stationed in the vicinity of such property and so as to
protect it, instcad of at a distance and so as 1o command the Hawaiian Government Building
and palace. ... When these armed men were landed, the city of Honolulu was in its
customary orderly and peaceful condition. ... "

The president continues:

"But for the notorious predilections of the United States minister for annexation. the
Committee of Safety, which should have been called the Committee of Annexation, would
never have existed.

"But for the landing of the United States forces upon false pretexts respecting the danger to
life and property. the committee would never huve exposed themselves to the plans and
penalties of treason by undertaking the subversion of the queen's government.

"But for the presence of the United States forces in the immediate vicinity and in position 10
accord all needed protection and support, the committee would not have proclaimed the
provisional government from the steps of the Government Building.

"And, finally, but for the lawless occupation of Honolulu under false pretexts by the United
States forces, and but for Minister Stevens’ recognition of the provisional government when
the United States forces were its sole support and constituted its only military strength, the
queen and her government would never have yielded Lo the provisional government, even for
a time and for the sole purpose of submitting her case to the enlightened justice of the United
States. ... "

He turther stated,

"...if a feeble but friendly state is in danger of being robbed of its independence and its

sovercignty by a misuse of the name and power of the United States, the United States
cannot fail to vindicate its honor and its sense of justice by an earnest effort to make all
possible reparation.”

President Cleveland concluded by placing the matter in the hands of Congress.

The Senate hearings were conducted by the chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, John Tyler
Morgan, an annexationist, whose final report managed to find everyone blameless for the revalution except
the queen. Many in the Senate disagreed, and the House censured Stevens and passed a resolution opposing
annexation. In the end, Congress took no action either to restore the monarchy or to annex Hawai'i.

With their goul of annexation stalled, the leaders of the provisional government decided to form a republic,
while waiting for a more opportune political climate,

They drafted a constitution and declared it law by proclamation — the very act for which they had forced
Lili'uokalani from her throne.

The new constitution required voters to swear allegiance to the republic, and thousands of Native Hawaiians
refused, out of loyalty to queen and country. Foreigners who had sided with the revolution were allowed to
vote. Property requirements and other qualifications were so strict that relatively few Hawaiians and no Asians
could vote.

On July 4, 1894, Sanford Dole announced the inauguration of the Republic of Hawai*i, and declared himself
president.

Unwilling to give up, many Hawaiians and other royalists accumulated arms for a counterrevolution to restore
the monarchy. In the January 1895 uprising, led by Robert Wilcox, the royalists were forced by government
troops to retreat into the valleys behind Honolulu, and after 10 days of fighting, most of them, including
Wilcox, were captured.

Lili'uokalani is escorted by guards up the
steps of the palace, where she was imprisoned
after a cache of arms was found in her garden
during the counterrevolution of 1895, (Hawai'i
State Archives)

The republic’s prize catch was Queen Lili*uokalani. A
search revealed a cache of arms buried in the flower
garden of her home. She was arrested Jan. 16. 1895,
exaclly two years from the date the American troops
landed in support of the revolution. Imprisoned in a
corner room on the second story of “lolani Palace,
she was guarded day and night, allowed only one

attendant and no visitors.

Shortly after she was imprisoned, Lili'uokalani was given a document of abdication to sign and was led to
beheve that. if she refused. several of her followers were to be shot for treason. She wrote, "For myself, |
would have chosen death rather than to have signed it: but it was represented to me that hy my signing this
paper all the persons who had been arrested. all my people now in trouble by reason of their love and loyalty
toward me. would be immediately released ... the stream of blood ready to How unless it was stayed by my
pen.

Wilcox and four others were sentenced to death. after all. Many other royalists received long prison sentences
and heavy fines.

Lili'uokalani noted, "Their sentences were passed the same as though my signature had not been obtained.
That they were not executed is due solely to a consideration which has been officially stated: "Word came from
the United States that the execution of captive rebels would militate against annexation.™

The queen was charged with misprision of treason - having knowledge of treason and failing to report it—-and
was tried by & military commission. Her trial was held in the former throne room of the palace, where she had
once greeted sovereigns and dignitaries from around the world. The proseculors taunted, insulted and tried to
humiliate her. but they never succeeded in destroying her dignity.

Found guilty, she was given the maximum sentence of five years imprisonment at hard labor and a $3.000
fine. It was not carried out, but she remained a prisoner in the palace.

On New Year's Day 1896, all the royalist pnsoners were freed -- except Lili'uokalani. After eight months of
imprisonment in the palace, she was allowed Lo return o her home, under house arrest. Not until late 1896
was her freedom restored.

She went to Washington, armed with documents signed by many Hawaiians asking President Cleveland to
reinstate their queen. The president welcomed her warmly and she expressed her gratitude for his carlier
efforts to restore her kingdom's independence. But it was now Loo late for him ta be of further help.

His successor, William McKinley. sent the annexation treaty to the Senate.

Hawaiians submitted a petition to Congress with 29.000 signatures opposing annexation, and petitions to the
Republic of Hawai'i, asking that annexation be put to a public vote. They were never permitted to vote on the
issue.

Adding to the pro-annexation argument was the oulbreak of the Spanish-American War in 1898, drawing
atlention to the Islands’ strategic position in the Pacific.

Ultimately, the annexationists won, and Grover Cleveland wrote: "1 am ashamed of the whole affair,"

Sovereignty of Hawai't was formally transferred to the United States at ceremonies at “Tolani Palace on Aug.
12, 1898. Sanford Dole spoke as the newly appointed governor of the Territory of Hawai'i. The Hawaiian
anthem, "Hawai'i Pono "I" -- with words written by King Kalakaua -- was played at the Hawaiian flag was
lowered, and replaced by the American flag and "The Star-Spangled Banner." The Hawaiian people had lost
their land, their monarchy and now their independence.

Another loss came the following year, with the death of the beautiful
young Princess. Ka'iulani, heir to the Hawaiian throne, at age 23.

Lili'uokalani remained an indomitable spirit, honored and revered by her
people as a queen to the end. She died in 1917, at the age of 79, still
waiting for justice.



