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Contact  L ist

To come sabbing with Sheff j -e ld Hunt Sabs
nl ease r-onf ar: t :

shef fanimalact  ion@yahoo .  co .  uk

To sab in other parts of  the country ask

The Hunt Sabs Associat ion for  helP,

info@huntsabs.org.uk Post.HSA, BM HSA,

London, WClN 3XX, Tel  ,  084 5 450012'7

www. huntsabs .  org.  uk

For inf  o on hunt-  monitor ing contact :

The League Against  Cruef Sports (LACS)

www. league .  uk.  cgm
For more info on sabbing, tact ics,

pictures and news see The North West

Hunt Sabs webpage www.nwhsa.org.uk

HUNT SABOTEUR

Thank you to those who have contr ibuted
photos,  cartoons etc.  to howl as I  have
plagiar ised them! (wel I  we are al l  f ight ing

for the same thing so I  am sure i ts not a
nrn]-r l  am\ / - l - raarq f  ar  f  ho nonnl  a r^rhn harrp
I / !  VV!9rrr /  .  Vf  fuu!

conLr ibuted to th is z ine and also to everyone
\^ /hr-)  cr . . )Fs r . r r r l  a-1^r^. . i  *^ -*r  ^-nier. f  i  nrr  vr i ' l  d l i f  g.wrlu YvcD vuL Dauurl rY aI lu }J!uLEUurrry wrru

For more informat ion about th is z ine,
comments etc please emai l :

-arr \ r^n? 
I  i  mhi  pa ^am= i  -1 

-  
muq! r  y vrru!  J ruurr f : jvYl t lqI  f  .  uvl t l
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I f  hunt ing did end then what would sabs do?

The same as what we do with che rest  of  our

l. l-ves I

Sadly hunt ing r-s not che only abuse in our

society and so most sabs are c.urrent ly
invofved in other act i -v ism for humans,
animals and the environment.

As far as blood sports are concerned more

l ives are l -ost  in the shoot ing f ie lds than

the hunt ing ones and animafs are k i l led by

sport  f ishing as wel l .  Sabs wrl l  interrupt
shoots as we come across them, and wi l l

d i rect ly protect  other non-human animals

dur ing the of f -season ( the summert ime when

hunts are not hunt ing) .  For example many sab
groups are invofved in stopping badger cul ls,
(see www.badger-k i l lers.co.uk),  and animal

rescue.

Promot jon of  a vegan l i festy le has wide

reaching af fects and saves the maximum number
of I  i r rcs nr lqsihl  e.  f  or  f  h i  s reason most sabs

,  
!  v4

are vegan and involved in wegan campaigning.

hcrnLin1 s bartneC 7

SLILL

www.badger"
killers.co.uk/
www.alfeg,ot'g,uk/
who*alfsg.html
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Hel l -o
Thank you for showrng an interest  in hunt
^-1^1^. . :  '^-  r ' l  |  1-a, ,a l r  L i lnf-  j  n^ ,^r i th hounds isDq!!rrrY. nlLl rvu: j r r  r rurrLrr fY w

^FF:^i- l - l - ,  l ' l ' l^^-- l  . . ;F . i -  
-* i l lv ! !auf ,qf , fy raasYqa fL fD 
-L

r - . \nt_ inrr inr^r  Sr;  SabS al l  OVer fhe r :orrntrwuvurrL!1

are st i l - l  going out to save l jves every
week.

This z l r re aims to expfain how hunts hunt
I  in the current legal  c l imate and what can

be done to stop them. The aim is noL to
desr-r i l re rnrhrr  f ignls need to he r ] i  srrrnf  er l

' " , ' ]  
uy L- U u ,

as there is already a large body of  info
An thi  c = ' - .1 l . r r rn l - - i  nn l r=c =l  ro:drr  hopnvrr  u l I ID, ql tu t lu l lLJl lv l Iab qrrLauy vggrt

banned. The focus of  the informat ion is
rel-ated to hunt ing foxes or hares,  ds
Lhis is where my personal  exper ience
I  j  oc Q=l-r  nrrrr16q cnnt-  i  nrro t .O f f  eef l  St tnnO1.tr f ruu uv f resu Duy}rv

in the form of sabs in the f ie l -ds,
f inancial  assistance and to enforce the
l - , , - { - - i -^  ^^r-  -^ ^t  r -^ ' r^r .urrLl-rrg acr so p-Lease ne_Lp ]-n anyway you

think you can.

Thank you from the foxes, hares,  mink and
deer k i l led dai lv for  sport .

ffiil;ib*d;ril$i$ffiffi rjffi iii*iii,thqr{,Sir,r'*i*{Jj
After a successful sab and early pack up of a fox huut, Nottingharn
and Sheffield sabs canle across a shoot. (Well u'e tried to persuade
cach other that they were in fact lifelike scarecrows, as we wanted
to get to the end of a vegan fair). The shooters packed up and went
back to their vehicle whell there rvere only six of them. They r.vere
adamant tliat they were llot packing up, they attempted to become
aggressive when their numbers trebled with beaters and other
shooters at their van. Sabs diffused the situation as one of us u,ent
for our vehicle. The shooters tried to drive a\\,ay to kil1 animals
where we couldn't see them. But our driver had parked our vehicle
blocking the shooters' line of sight onto a busy road, thereby being
an effective but highly legal blockade. The shooters \\'aited aud
swore at us to leave, we drank tea, laughed and ate as u,e rvatchecl
the sun descend on their day of murdering. Leaving rvith the upper
hand, to the pub as the sun set.

?leo.;g kol
fu" to cogl ,
ar\& d istvi bat<

I can think of two occasions when sabs have helped animals
that would otherwise be seriously injured as a result of the hunt.

On one occasion as sabs moved through the mounted field and

one of us noticed a ltorse and rider in distress. The rest of the
field did not seeur to notice or care about their struggle, the hunt
sab approached and lield the horse as the rest of the field
disappeared after the red coats. The horse was trapped in the
fence, with wile around its hoof, without the sab the horse's
panicking would probably have caused it to break its leg in
panic to get free. The sab tlien untangled the wire from around
the horses' leg and helped the rider back on to the horse' Sabs
alr,l'ays try to stay together as hunt supporters can be
unpredictable, as the rider got back on her horse the terriennen
arived, their body language was aggressive, and they asserled
that the sab shouldn't interfere with the horse. The rider said
that the sabs was helping and pleaded with the terriermeu to
leave the sab. The rider thought twice about the nature of sabs
as a result of that day, and continued to point out the nice sab

and tell people to be careful not to cause them injury.
Another titne, huut supporters couldn't help but confonrr to

their socialised politeness to sabs by thanking us for saving
hounds that got caught in tire fence during a sab. Maybe some

of their supporlers realise we are there only to save animalsl'ffi#
r"oldct5.



Personal accounts of sabs

I have been involved in animal riglits campaigns for a long titlte,

but sabbing, is irnportant as we directly save the lives of coutltless

foxes. There is nothing cotnparable to the smug feeling of rvartnth

and success as you see a fox leave a covert, unnoticed, ancl cscape

to safety. I hate being in the van as I find it incredibly fi'ustratirrg

not to be able to get between the fox and the houuds. That saicl,

good sabbing watched from a distance is amazing, a true

inspiration. Hunt sabs work together as a proper afhnity group, aud

when things go wrong, we stick together which is irnportant, atld

makes leavilg your bed on a Saturday nloming so much easier.
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Sabbing/Hunt ing terms

Sabs name of Lhe saboleurs,  people who disrupt hunts

with the intent of  stopping animals being ki l led for

'sport '
Ci t ronel la an essent ia l  o i l  which sabs spray Lo mask

the scent of  the fox so Lhat the hounds can' t  g ive

chase
Covert  a wood, disused. rai lway, hedge or kale f ie ld,

whicLr could be home Lo a guarry species,  where hunts

put hounds to pick uP a scenL

f i" fa Lhe hunt supporters on horses

Gizmo An ampl i f ied tape player wi th a recording of

hounds in cry.  I t  is  used in conjunct ion wi t .h a horn

and voice cal ls to encourage hounds out of  the control

of  the hunts master and away from the quarry.

Going to ground when a fox hides underground, usual ly

terr ier  men wif f  then at tempt to dig i t  out  so i t  can

be ki l led
Hounds the dogs used by hunLs to chase quarry.

Sl ight ly di f ferent breeds are used for each sorL of

quarry
Hunt monitors League Against  Cruel  Sports (LACS) term'

People who f i lm hunts and try to get prosecut ions

In cry hounds are said to be in cry when they bark

Logether in an exci ted manner when they are on the

scenL of  Lheir  prey quarry or art i f ic ia l  scent

Meet the advert ised meet ing point .  I11egal  hunts of ten

don' t  ad.verLise publ ic ly hoping Lo put of f  sabs from

att-ending
On point  r iders on point  stand at  the ouLer edge of  a

hunt-ed area so that they can look out for  foxes

leaving a covert  and at t ract  the hounds to i t  -
Putt ing up Hounds causing their  quarry to run away,

the beginning of  a chase

Quarry The species thaL is being hunted

Rat ing the hounds using whip crack to stop the hounds,

t .e l l ing them what Lhey are doing is wrong- Used by

both sabs ,and huntsmen
Red coats paid workers of  the hunt and people who have

hrrnt_r-d rnl i fh a oart icufar hunt for  a long per iod of

t ime -  There are a few di f ferent roles of  red coats

Terr ier  men working class men who use terr iers to

at t -ack foxes underqround with Lhe intent of  k i l l ing

them
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Sabs in f ie ld,  must
reasonably f i t .
Each group needs
Horn blower
Map reader
Video camera user
Addi t ional  people
hounds, use voice
spray c i t ronel la

Bring lunch, beer money, water,
dry socks and a thermos!
Please read the tactics that are
briefly outlined in this book. For
more info please look at the North
West Hunt Sab Association web
pages on the contacts page. The
theory and the pract ice can

sometimes be very different, the
best way to learn is to come along,
and see how the experienced sabs
do it.
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Sabbing a hunt ef fect ively
rs a team act iv i ty and so
no member is expected to
have al- l  the required
ski f fs.  Good hunt sabs
often don' t  feel  they have
any part icufar ski l fs,
when they begin,  but  the
tactrcs aren' t  thaL
complex,  though only ever
reaf ly learnt  by
exper ience.
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So what are the ' loop holes'  in the law

that hunts are exPloi t ing?

Basical ly there are st i l l  a few ways by

which hunts can cont inue without breaking

ttre l -aw. These methods af  so double up as

helpfut  excuses to give to pol ice wi th no

knowledge of  hunt ing,  then hunt ing

cont lnues as i t  d id before the ban.

The Countryside Al l iance and the Counci l

of  Hunt ing Associat ions produced a

booklet  for  hunters,  'Hunt ing Handbook

2005. '  I t  explains potent ia l  ways around

the ban, and as such is a useful

reference for sabs as to what hunts may

try and do and gives an inci te into the

pro-hunt lobbies at t i tude t-o the ban.

"You [hunters] will need to use your imagination
so that supporters feel fully engaged, and can
enjoy themselves within the boundaries of the law.
There are also opportunities to use 2 dogs "in
connection with the obseruation or study" of wild
mammals which may help us in our role of
monitoring the size and health of populations."
Page 18 'Hunting Handbook 2OO5.'

"After the 18th of February hunting activity

might include:
. Trail huntiirg
. Hound exercise
. Usir-rg no more than 2 dogs to flush to a gun
. Rabbit hunting
. Rat hunting

Hunting hares which have been shot
Flushing to birds of PreY
Research and observation of the various

quarl-y species"
page 9

a

a

a

I  want to become a hunt sab. What can I  do?

Get in touch with the hunt saboteurs

associat ion,  contact  detai ls on contacts page '

Most sab groups real ly need addi t ional  sabs

and there are a number of  ro les to play '

Dr: iver,  must have a fu l l  dr iv ing l icence and

be able to produce documents when asked to by

pol ice.  Most sab groups own mult i -dr iver

insured vehic les,  but  some dr ivers may need

their  own insurance. Dr ivers are not required

to run anywhere so this is a real ly useful  way

for less f i t  people to become involved'  The

sab van is used to get sabs to meets and to

transport  them around the countryside when the

hunt gets away -  saves lots of  running '  Lack

of dr ivers can of ten prevent groups from gorng

out at  a l l ,  so people who can dr ive are real ly

needed.

Map-reader,  needs to be able to conf ident ly

get us places. Like the dr iver th is person

stays in the vehic le and does not need to be

physical ly f i t .  Again people who are only

prepared to map read, and don' t  want to leave

the vehic le are real ly useful  as they f ree up

sabs who want to be in the f ie ld.

l ' r t  qol".,1 {D

6*f 'eil o'tes

*n1r

t r i
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How violent are hunts?

The chase and murder of  innocent ani-mals
i  q Ar.-Ani  i  an: l  

' l  
r r  r r i  n l  enl_ Drol-andi  nn

that  i t  is  a fami ly sport  is  shameful
and dangerous. There are numerous
accounts of  the l inks between violence
towards, and abuse of  animals wi- th
physical ,  psychological  and sexual  abuse
of humans.
Members of  the hunt afmost always
outnumber Hunts sabs. Many sabs sab as
thev disaqree with v io lence and
exploi tat ion;  for  these reasons sabs are
not aggressive.  However,  a-  v io l -ent
react ion f rom hunt supporters can be
qoan ac a or^n tnat an lnterventfon was-  -  rn t  hat 

-r-r-  
i r r t .

successful- .  Hunters are aggressive and
' t . i - !  

- i - -+_ 
r1-^ . l iqrrrnt inn nfI t fo 'y '  ICLO. .L . l .dLC d.9d._Ll I5L LI IC Lr!D! uyurvrr  v!

l -  hc i r  
- r t to l  -n. l  

' i  l  1^-al  \  cnnrf  ,Lrrsf  !  u!uEI,  a l tu 1t \Jw I_LIc9a1 D!/ur L

wlth v iofence against  sabs. Hunt sabs
aro nran:raA i -  n nrr l -  f  hai  r  l iVeS in the

way of  hunters to save foxes and other
animals so confrontat ions do occur.  Sabs
try to keep them to a minimum in order
to successful ly protect  wi ld l i fe and
t -  hen cra) homo Q:r i l  r r  r r i  n l  an-a :a:  i  nqi-v rv l9rruu qYsrr f  o u

sabs does occur,  each hunt is di f ferent
and some are much more aggressive than
others.  There have been ser ious
i-^;r--F^ --- inst  sabs in thc naqf hrr l -f  l lu lugrrLb o: jaf  l IDL 

-dub 
I I I  L l ls  }JcDL, UUL

rhc nol  i  r -e r^ral  r r  |  =L-a :nv act iOnS

:n: inot-  r l - .a 
^ornefr : |_nrq af  ^} . . r - i  ^- ' lqYafr lJL Ll fg Pu!I /uL!aLvtD uL l j l Iyb_LUd._L
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"Drag hunting
Alternative hunting measures will not be drag

hunting. The term drag hunting is to remain the

property of the Masters of Drag and
Bloodhounds Association.. ."
Drag hunt ing involves hounds fol lowing a

scent that  has been la id in advance. No

animals are k i l led,  the emphasis is on
nrnrr i  j  i  nrr  :  r -h ^ ' l  

' l  
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mounted fol lowers,  not  a blood sport .

This sport  has been in existence for a

long t ime, and shows that r iders can get

enjoyment wi thout k i l l ing wi ld l i fe.

"'I'rail hunting
Any tbnn of trail, stimulated or mock hunting should be prornoted

and seen as a measure to provicle telnp()rary activity for houtrds and
their fbilorvers. Traii hurrting is the hunting of an artif-rcial sccnt atrtl
we recol-umend that you use the scent of a fbx, hare, deer or nlillk
as appropriate. Do not assttne that yor-rr hounds rvill hr-rnt a
sr-rbstitr:te traii irnmecliateiy - they will have to be gradr.rally
introdr"rced to i t .  Full  aclvice on the preparation of trai l  scent atld
nethotls of application is being prepared by the CI-IA and r'vill be
circulated to hunts as soon as tests are complete. There is no rcasotr
why huntsnan or fbllowcrs should ktto"v itr adr.'ance the route
houncls rvi l l  take when fbl lo'"r, ing a trai l ,  thus ciosely rnatching
huntins in i ts cunent fom."



"Flushing
Two hounds can be used to flush quarry
from covert (which could be undergrowth
or woodland). The qLlarry must then be
shot dead as soon as possible by a
"competent person". The Hunting Act
doesn't specily what a competent person
is but it is likely a court would expect
them to (a) have an appropriate licensed
weapon and (b) be able to prove that they
have competentiy shot and killed the
quarly species in the past."
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The day after I wrote the above, I

was sabtring a hunt that we have

visited a number of times this

season. The hunt is hunting

illegally as they have riders on

point and use a whole Pack of

hounds to flush out foxes. The

hunt does own a bird of PreY, but

I have never seen it in flight or in

the vicinity of the hounds, and

therefore is an excuse for illegal

hunting.

During the day sabs enabled a fox

to escape a covert that the hunt

was hunting in. After this Piece of

life saving sabbing Police took

names and addresses of sabs, 3

were arrested. I was attacked bY a

police dog and bitten without Pre-
warning from the dog handler' As

I was being arrested another sab

was being attacked bY hunt

support and the police refused to

turn around and rvitness the

attack, intent on onlY arresting

sabs. The 3 of us were arrested for

' Possession of Offensive'Weapons

and then arrested a second time

whilst in custody for Section 68.

CIA 1994 Aggravated tresPass!

So apparently stoPPing an illegal

hunt is also iilegai.

The case is on going and I wili let

people know the outcome in mY

zine when it goes to print!
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"Hound Exercising
Any number of hounds can be exercised at the
same time but landowners must give
permission for this to take place. Anyone
carrying a hunting horn or whip should
understand that they are doing so for the
purpose of controlling hounds rather than
hunting."

"Flushing to a bird of prey
Under the Hunting Act it is legal to use any
number of dogs to flush any wild mammal from
cover so that a bird of prey can hunt it. Given
the skills and experience required for falconry
this should not be considered lightly but if you
would like more information please contact the
Hawk Board."
Page 19

"Anyone killing a hare by flushing to guns with
two dogs must be in possession of a Game
Licence - these are available from Post Offices."
Page 2L



This should no longer apply to hunt sabs as we intervene 
|; ,

with hunts that are trying to kill their quarry, thereby lU"'
breaking the Huntinga.i ZOo+' So S. 68 won't aPply'

S. 68 of the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994

made sabbing illegal. T'he act defines the offence as; 'A

person commits aggravated trespass if he trespasses otl latlcl

with the intention of disruptirrg, or intimidating those

taking paft in, lawful activity taking place on that or

adiacent land. '

I  . .  I t i l '
: 'r: i i  \,  "  'Ti

The only legal hunting, u'hich sabs will disrupt, is rvhen a

hunt is using a hawk. However, I have never seell a bird of

prey at a hunt being used to kill animals, only as an excuse

for il legal hunting. Should this situation arise both sides

Trespass (none S. 68) is a civil offence and as such sabs on
land that they do not have access to can be removed from
that property using reasonable force. To become a criminal
matter an injunction must be in place on specific land and
then sabs return, breaking the injunction. I have no
knowledge of this ever happening.

^i\x.Fi"lt_,,,

"Terrier Work and Earth stopping One
dog at a time can be used to flush foxes

If hunting is bannedis sabbirrg st i l l  i l legal /

The Hunting Act 2005 was written to outlaw hunting with

hounds. The hunting fraternity have invented hunting

with a pack of hounds to a bird of prey, as a w-ay around

the law. Hunting in this manner is against the ethic of the

law, but it does not contravene the letter of the law'

"'Chasing Away'
You may be aware that DEFRA has
recently endorsed another form of
hunting which they term ,.chasing
.-*ry", whereby dogs can legally
chase animals away from an aiea of
land for purposes of dispersal. The
Countryside Alliance's legal team
believe that DEFRA is in fact
incorrect and such an activity would
be breaking the hunting law.l '

I

'&";
st i

from below the ground on the condition
that it "is undertaken for the purpose of
preuenting or reducirtg serious d,amaqe to
game or wild birds...uthich o p"r"onls
keeping or preseruing for the purpose of
tlrcir being shot". A hunt terrier iork

I would have to prove the other was breaking th9-la-1v-

S. 68 does not appty i f  a hunt is breaking the law. Sabs are I '  W

;il?1ff: ;.,:L"i:::ilTl,l'J,'".Jii.T:ii1 ;:*il " l' .w *
service for the benefit of those landou,ners l__
who shoot will be welcomed by landowners llf
in those many parts of the country where lF
game or wild birds are kept or preserwed I ffor shooting." 

l_ il \ r rl.x\r
t t l

"Some hare hunting packs and clubs may want to I l. '  I
9o19ider changing to hunting rabbits 

"" 
.r, option. HFirM iRabbit burrowi can legaity be stopped. P_;;-,Kii;,,r-

A hare can be hunted with any number of hound" R-;}$,-.,.for search and despatch purposes if it has been i"-,ir:1r= &:Sabs intention is not to break the law, it is to save lives,
however I cannot say that sabs wont break the law, as in
the past, to uphold moral laws against murder of innocents.

shot. In areas where hare shtots take place hunts ihi|f t i  "*

can liase with shoot organisers and after the shoot ,tfrlo ,it 
,\

use hounds to hunt and despatch any hares {: \l,X;"f, ;;";
u'hich have been shot. 1'#] {;Ll, 'Jffi

l ' - { \51,r . { -  \ . ,  's_i
r t t

I Note: It is i l legal to shoot
1 then hunting them."

hares for the purpose of

, ! ' . i

Hunt sabs sometimes get prosecuted for other lawsrthese
may still apply. Examples include affray and breach of rhe
peace, or carrying an offensive weapon (hunt whips) these
charges are often dropped, or just used to remove sabs from
an area to enable the hunt to continue to nunt. n\h'

|  , \  ' l  . I  Y Y,,  " \ - . i f \ \ \  a; . r r l ; t r / : l .:l', E I



As you can see there is a var iety of

'games with l ives'  hunters can legal ly

play.  Sheff ie ld Sabs have seen hunts

try ing to vaf idate thelr  i l legal  hunt ing
l - - '  1- .^r la 

-"-ni  
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hi rd nf  nrorr  r r_, ._ ^r  _. i  _ i  _1 tO have nOL,I IU UL P!sy.  -LI IL- lb 
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intent of  k i l l ing an animal-  (by fo l lowing

a scent)  and to be f lushing to a bird of

prey at  the same t ime !  They don' t  seem to

real ize that  these two methods cancel  each

other out !

Hounds that have hunted l ive quarry for
F1^^ h- ^F -  - - .1 

=ra nOW aSked tOLI le pd5 L : 'Cct i i (J l rD /  o. t lu a!  s f

"hasl  
an art i f ic iat  scent lack the

incl inat ion to do so. When the opportuni ty

to hunt l i -ve quarry ar ises they choose

Lhat instead. When sabs are about,  hunts
|a-- ,^ I -^aF 
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fo l lowing an animal.  However the at t i tudes

of the hunters feave us to expect that

when we are not around they would let  the

hounds ki t l  the quarry,  sat isfy ing the

hunter 's blood lust .  Hunters c la i -m that
f  hcrr  r -an r-onf rof  their  hounds, however
rhev err i  denf I  . ,2 cannnt-  r l f  hefwise count lesSLr luy uvfuurrurJ esrfr fvu,

l - ives would not have been ]ost  as hounds

are k i l led on roads, or as they k i t l  other

domest icated animal-s.  fn each pack of

hounds there are dogs that have a tendency

to break away from the main pack and get

]ost ,  these can chase quarry or

domest icated animals and are not being
restrained by the huntsman.
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Hunt Monitors

The League Against Cruel Sports (IACS)

train and support hunt observdrs to attend

hunts in order to check the activity of the

hunts and record when the Hunting Act is

broken, They maintain a completely legal

position on roads and footpaths in their

attempt to get video footage so that

prosecutions may occur.

Our sab group is also into teaching people

what to look for as a sign that hunts are

breaking the law. We then would want

individuals to attend hunts like pro-hunt

vehicle supporter and attempt to film hounds

actually chasing foxes.

As hunt saboteurs have often spent years

directly saving the iives of quarry species

most sabs don't feei comfortable to film a

chase and kill, therefore we would like

additional people to do this important work.

For more info contact your local sab group or
.A

The League. i"6@hr^^f cn,+e- *oltA. to't

5ta\oerJ'
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The Countryside Al l iance lodged a separate chal lenge to the Hunting Act 2004,
claiming it was in breach of the European Conventton of Human Rights. This was
rejected in July.

The League has retained the eminent si lk, David Pannick, QC as i ts barr ister and
Collver- Bristow as solicitors.

. John Cooper is an 'A list' prosecutor for the Attorney General. One of the leading
barristers in London, his extensive practice has covered some of the most
important cases in the criminal human righls f ield, and has represented famil ies in
the Deepcut litigation. His most recent book, Cruelty, an Analysis of Article 3, deals
with the law of torture, inhuman and degrading treatment. John Cooper sits on the
Bar Counci l  and is one of i ts spokesmen.

nattst l { :
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The League Against Cruel Sports today welcomed the ruling by Lord Justice May and Mr ,;, -, 
.

,  Justice Moses on the claims brought by hunters that the Hunting Act breaches the European
,'  Convention on Human Rights and the freedom of movement of goods and services within the '- ' .  r ,J r'  i  Convention on Human Rights and the freedom of movement of goods and services within the - -: . l i  ,
1 European Union. The case was rejected on the grounds that the courts felt that the ban was

r  I  ratronal ,  necessary and proportronate.  
I  t r rs , ruurruJ Lrrdl  Lrrc uuurt  
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ll i.]X League Chairman and leading barrister John cooper said: .'*( ' '

t , , {,,
' .  * . t - \' .  

.  f  \  "We welcome this recognit ion ihat there is no human right to be cruel. The hunting fraternity
)  ' l  ;>=1 k^^ ^^^^:^r^^rt . ,, t i .e ^ rrdD uu,r-,oLs,, 'y chal lenged the Hunting Act and thrown good money after bad in an at iempt
l/- ; ;"" '  to frustrate the wil l  of the people and of the elected House of Commons. The Hunting Act is a

'  7: popular act, the ban is being enforced and, most importantly, animals are no longer able to
,.r',/f" abused in the name of this barbaric bloodsport.
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' .1,: ,; "What part of 'no' does the hunting fraternity not understand? This is a resounding defeat for -L./'r.oart,
' ' /  ' '  

thehunters,whoneedtomoveforwardandacceptthedemocrat icwi l l  ofPar l iamentandthe *, 'J--

...e majority of the general public, and learn to take no for an answer. Just to make it crystal clear
_.t0"-.  to the hunters: that is 'no'to chasing animals to the point of exhaustion, 'no'to the abuse of

,,  '  '  our wi ldl i fe, and 'no' to cruelty to animals in the name of 'sport ' .  \  '  I
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The use of  b i rds of  prey is farc ical .
r r__..  r^, , -F ^ l - . - - -^ . . i  -^r  -  b i rd aslv ld l ly  I lurrL5 l ldvc dt-9ul  Lcu q
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unfortunate aninials are of ten seen in

-arrah 
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beneath their  handler 's hand. In the CAs

manuaf they advise hunts to contact  the

Hawk Board about handl ing of  b i rds of

prey.  Recent ly the Hawk Board has voiced
Ann^a i  t  i  nn l -n i - r r rnF 
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as t f rey lack the expert ise to keep the

animals.  See later art ic le.

Despi te the advice of  the 'Hunt ing
Handbook 2005'  one of  our local  hunts

claims that i t  wi l l  be going out on the

day pr ior  to a hunt wi th the intent ion of
ahnaF i  na +-  ̂ i  n i r r re hares.  vrhi  r -h f  hev wi  I  lbrru9LII IY LU I  l lJu!u ,  vvrr f  urr  

- , , "1

chase and ki l l  the next day. The hunt

supporters are desperate to cont inue

their  s ickenimg blood sports and so hunL

sabs st i l l -  have an t-mportant part  to

Dlav.



Prror to The Hunt ing Act 2004 there was
no such thing as hunt ing wi th hounds and
a hawk. The method was introduced as a
way around the act  to enable hunts to
cont lnue to use a whole pack of  hounds Lo
raise and chase a f  ox.  The only
di f ference from normal,  now i l legal
hunt ing is that  the bird of  prey is
supposed to k i l l  the fox or hare not the
hounds.

The Countryside al l iance ,Hunt ing
Handbook 2005, suggests the use of  hawks
but warns that ,Given the ski l ls  and
exper j_ence requirecl  for  fa lconry th ls
shoul-d i rot  be considered l ight ly. ,
fnstead of  a l leviat . ing the suffer ing of
animals,  hunt ing by th is manner rncreases
t i re numbers of  animals involved in
hunt ing,  including domest icated animafs
thaL a. f  so suf  f  er ,  a l l  in the name of a

' lhe hutlt ing f iaternity har,c chailenged the legali t1, 'of ' l -he Hupti lg Act 2004
in two \ l 'a,v*s. Through challengirrg the use of -I 'he par-l iament Act (1949) to
ban hunting in the l irst place, and by clairning that the I luntrng Ban
contravenes The European convention of Hurnan Rights. ,

i l trnt ing was bamecl as fhe Pat' l iarnent Act u,as used to b1, pass t6e Housc gl
Lords, who did not back the biil. and the act rvas agreetl lvitir Royal assent.

Both cases have been lost, though the hunters
I luman Rights case. There is no furlher line to

are expected to appeal the
pursue.,r,ith the challenge tcr

suggests t i rat  hunts
this method contact  the Hawk

the use of the Parliarnent Act.
Fufther explanation is given by Tlie Leaguein their press releases as foliows:

Thursday 13th October 2005

Law Lords rule Parl iament Act val id - Hunting ban remains

The League Against Cruel Sporis today welcomed the rejection by the House of Lords of the
trunters'chal lenge to the Parl iament Act. This is the third t ime thai the courts have confirmed
the Parl iament Act (1949) and with i t  the Hunting Act 2004. The League Against Cruel Sports
has been represented throughout the hearings and defended tne chiileng; on behalf of its
supporters and members.

John cooper, leading London barrister and chairman of the League Against cruel sports
said:

"This is a tr iumph for democracy, for al l  those who abhor cruelty and most of al l  for English
and welsh wildl i fe. The League is del ighted that the House of Lords has reached this
decision and that the cruelty and barbarity of hunting remain banned. we hope that the
hunters will now realise thai their attempts to frustraL the will of the majority of the peopre
have been definitively quashed.

"There can be no clearer message than the highest courts and the highest judges in the land
confirming the Parl iament Act (1949). Hunting wild mammals with pa-ks of 'dojs is a crime.
Those who have been counting on the hunting ban being overturned must now real ise that
they have lost ihe argument in parl iament, they have losi the argunrent in court and long ago
they lost the argumeni in the country. our message to the hunters is this - if you break the
law, you will be prosecuted."

For further information contact wanda wyporska, press officer, League Against cruel sports
on 020 7403 6'155

Notes to editors:

r lmmediately the Hunting Act was given Royal Assent in November 2004. John
Jackson, Chairman of the Countryside Al l iance and others f i led chal lenges on the
al legations that the Parl iament Act was inval id. The Government vigoro-usry
opposed the chal lenge to the parl iament Act, but decl ined to oppos-e an injunction
challenging the commencement clause of the Hunting Act. The Leagre Against
cruel Sports originarry intervened in the case to secuie the Februarv 1B
commencement date.
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blood sport
The CA also
consider ing
Board.

.HOWever the
happy to be
sport .

Haw]< Board
associated

are no longer
with th is blood

t t t i t iTTa- i fJJ
"The hun+ers ured to caa;M lha+ we
were paid 6v the f(rerrr l int f1 a day plus
a((  voor rap{y7icIs5.  Then ]he Ber l in
u, ta((  caMg down and i+.  wa, ,ubbored ,o
be Linda McCarineV who boughl  the
sandwiches! TAeV defrni le(y cou(dn. i
6e( ieve tha+ anyg6Qy wocr{{  9q sabbing
for free'. (Dave lg"|1on, a, guored ;n
Anitnal CenrorV' bV Marft 60ld, .lg9S)

f"'/"{
r\'n.

I f  you suspect i l l ; l
hurr t i r rg is happerr i i rg i r r
your alea please colttact
hunt watch at
yY+f:!rxv41qir.rrl.,
r  l l ts  i l t lo carr  sar e l ives
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tan na^nl  o rr l i  th

power,  I  have sabbed when there are
magistrates,  judges and pol ice of f icers
hunt ing.  They never restrained huntsmen
from attacking sabs, and even have been
known f  or  being violent-  themselves. One of
the hunLs we have frequent ly sabbed, has a
member of  the f ie ld who claims to be 'The
super lntendent of  South Yorkshire Pol ice'  .
Ignor ing the fact  that  there is more than
one suneni  ntendcnt .  shc dnes not know the
law, as she bel ieves Lhat murder could be
const i tuted as reasonable force to evict  a
1-raon:dc6r F-nm 1_l-ro nrnnprfrz l_harz:reLTcDPqDDCT r!Vlrr  Lrrc I j !u!Js!  L) /  u1r9} G!u

of t .he sabs vehic les t -o stop us
accessing t-he hunt they c la imed to be drag
hrrn|_incr Q6 16;:r '1-ra Fl . rara =16 F: i r  nnl inorrurrLrrrY. uv i l tq/ !g Lt lgLg q!e rq! !  yvrruu

but l  there,  but wi thout t ra in ing as to what
is and what.  isn ' t  a hunt/  prosecut ions are
unl  ikely .

t respassing on !

I

Jim Chick [I kid you not]- Chairman of the Hawk Board
in BBC news 17 /9/2OO5. This [hunters flushing their
quarry to birds of preyl is bringing the sport [falconry]
into disrepute. Many hunts are using people to handle
the birds who have just been on a short [falconry]
colrrse. You are not competent to handle a la-rge bird of
prey after a short course.'
'Secondly, a fox is not a recognised quarry for a bird of
prey. It is a large animal and cannot be easily subdued
so there is a big ethical issues over whether it should
be used. '
'An eagle is possessive and once it has caught a fox it
will not let go. If the hounds are then brought in they
could attack the eagle and a hound could be blinded or
killed.'
He added that it was dangerous to have an eagle with a
mounted hunt, as it could lead to a horse throwing its
rider.'
'A small number of hunts ar-e behaving irresponsibly.'
He said. 'We felt very let down, we supported them and
waked the marches and raised funds for them and now
this is a slap in the'face.'
http : / / news. bbc. co. uk/ I / hi / ak.p olitics / 42556 I 4. stm
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Prior to the hunting ban hunts were easier to
find than they are now as they published
whcre meets were in the nredia and produced
hurit cards listing a seasotls nteeting points.
As hunts are often breaking 1he law they lro
longer do so making finding hunts tiifficult.
If you can get hold of meet cards please sencl
them to the HSA or contact local sabs. This
is 

leallV 
helpful info.
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So don'

Fal-conry is not i tsel f  an ethical  sport .

Animals are enclosed and managed in
elrnormal ura1rs i  n arAar r^ nfoVideolt lv!  r r lqr  wq/ o 

-"  - t r

entertainment for  their  handlers and

owners -  F ' reorrenf 
' l  rz nnr- ' i_ rrrnal  b i rds are

kenl-  awake ' i  n 1_ he darr l  iohf  and none areJ\UI/U qvvqr lu

given a natural  envlronment.  I t  ls

interest ing however/  to see previous

al- l ies turn on one another as theY

-Fts^ ' -^F 
tsa 

^ l  inn nn' | -  a arnh.116
d.LLCtLIPL LU Uf I  l ry v l luv q!urao

t radi t ions.

In order Lo use a bird of  prey,  ds a
' l  

ea:  I  r^rarz I  n rrpf  :  rot  tnr l  I  he 1{r  rnf  i  nrr  Ar- f  .IEYqf waI Lv :Jsu 
q!vurrs

the bird would need to be in the air

above t .he hounds al l  t .he t ime they are
wnrkino R' i  ders rrn noinf  would not bevYvr r ! f  r rY

necessary as the hawk would be capable
^tr  anatsr- i -^ r  mrrnh fr .oL sp(JL L aI Ig qudr r  y ,  t t lL le I I  l t lore

accurately.  The hunts I  have seen using

a hunt do not f ly  the bird f requent ly
^-^, .^1- --^ ^cnt inue to have redcoats oncrruu9lr ,  qrru u\

point ,  showing that th is is a farce and

that the pol ice could and should be able
F^ ^ts^^ ; l l^^- l  1." ' - f inn
LU : jLUfJ I -L-LC9dr f ru l rLrrry.

Sadly t .here has been at  least  Lwo cases

where the hounds have been chasing a
€^..  

- - l  
' l  

^^^ ' l - l  
r r  f  a r  l - r i  r r l  nf  nre\r  TheI LrA, Ol IC:JCUa_y Lv q pL ru v!  
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bird has then gone in to t rY and ki t l

the quarry and the hounds have ki ] led
both the bird of  prey and the fox!

Hr,.^t sab usi"q
a Q iZnto b

oJ.f hou-.ds
'D,.1 a4 a.
CNQrI .

trn

t  the l ice make sure that hunts don' t ,
break the 1aw?

I 'd l -ove to th ink that  there are pol ice
there who are ' just  doing my job,  and
arrest lng and prosecut ing hunters wi th
same enthusiasm as they used to arresL
prosecute hunt sabs. Sadly I  have seen
evidence that th ls is happening.

ouL

the
and
no

so not to st ick out.  )  stand
woods or other coverts and
f leeing a covert .  This te l l
nof i  r -er l  hrr  r rn l_ r :  i  nod nal  i  naqf,1ruu 

IJvt  aug

/ ]n i l lagal ot^db(oJe

on the corners of
look out for  foxes

tale s ign is not

The pol ice do have the resources to upholc l
th is l -aw i f  they choose Lo do so. They do have
the manpower,  they can pul l  fogether and
inf i l t rate animal r ights organrsat ions and
deal  wj th huge numbers of  people at  protests.
Before Feb l8th 2005 they managed to arrest
hunL sabs.

At present hunts are pretending to fo l low a
scent,  but  to exper ienced sabs i t  jsn, t  hard
to see when this is a f ront_ to i l legal
k i } l ing.  When fol lowing a drag the r iders or
quad with the scent dragging behind, the
hounds, fo l lowed by the body of  the hunt then
pass by the same direct ion a whi le fater.  The
hounds are in cry as they fol low the scen.t .
When a hunt-  is  hunt ing wi th intent to k i l l
t .here are red coats,  (or  people who used to
wear red coats,  but  now also wear dark colours

(( _--  Prol ' [ t  s. ,  1 r ,  
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tu t t .  6rt  nrt l tnJ up utth t f rc f iunt.  peopfe I  t  tnt  t t
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