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« For ahoays in thini syes, O Liberty!
Shines that high light whereby the sorld is saved ;
And though thou slay us, e woill trust in thee.”
Joun Hav.

Michael Bakounine.

As announcedG in our last nambér, we present on
this page, for the first time in Amierica, a faithful por-
“ trait of the founder of Nihilism,—the physical linea-
‘mants of an kerois reformer, of whom we are wiil-
ing to hazard the judgment that com’ng history will
ye' place hin: in the very front ranks of the world's
gre::t social saviours. The grand head and face °peak

for themselves regardmfr the immense enercy, lofty
“character, and innate nobility of the raan. We
‘should have esteemed it among the chief honors of

the name of Jules Elisnrd. In 1843 he visited Paris,
Here he became an enthusiastic admirer of Proudhon,
who probably seasoned his thought with those anar-
chistic tendencies that in later days developed his
logic into what constitutes the philosophical method of
Nihilism, which now appals aud confounds despot-
ism and challenges the atteution of the whole world.

From Paris L& next went to Switzerland, where he
remaircd from 1843 to 1847. Here he entered into
the new social movement, being en rapport with the
Polish exiles. But already he had excited the
gravest suspicions on the part of the Russian govern-
ment, and his permnds to sojourn abroad was rescinded.
Instead of obeying, he returned to Paris, and thepe
delivered & public appeal to the Poles and Russians

to unite in n grand Pan-Slavonic revolutionary con-

our life to have known him persmnally, e -

and should account it & great piece of
good fortune to! talk “ith one who was
“personally intimate with him and the
essence aud fall meaning of his thought
‘aud aspiration.  In the absence of any
direct knowledge of the man and his
own interpretation of his life-work we
can do no more than publish & brief
‘sketch ~of his career, gathered from
‘various  German and French writings,
with such inferences as appear to us just
and natural.

Michael Bakounine was born in 1314
of an ancient aristocratic Russien far-
-ily. His father was a wealthy proprie-
tor of Torchok in the governmental de-
partinent of Twer. “ile was at an early
~age sent to the cadet school of St.
Petersburg, and entered as ensignin the
artillery. In that day the artillery
‘branzh of military service was one in
which the moat favored aristocracy were -
enrolled, and it bad always been the
traditional policy of the czars to permit
grester freedom of thought and research
in that branch of ibe service than in any
‘other. ~The immunities and privileges
there enjoyed correspouded with  that
‘‘license * which the 'German - monarchs
bave always suffered in the universities,
and it was there that Bazkounine fivst
“nurtured 'the germs of those great revo-
‘Jationary ideas ‘whizh were ‘destined to
‘make his"life 80 eventful; so heroic; and
s0_significant in the evolation’ of soci-
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Russian Revelutionisy, Fathe: of Nihilism, and Aposile of Anarchy.

threats and entreaties the Austrian government was
constrained to deliver him up to Russia.

As if hardly knowing how to dispose of so dear a
prize, he was kept for several years in a dungeon in
the fortress of Neva, and finully deported to Siberia.
I1e spent several years in & penal colony, suffering
the most cruel hardships, but finally succeeded in
cscaping from Siberia, a feat which he alone, i is
said, ever accomplished. After a journey of one
thousand miles, under hardships which approach the
miraculous, he reached the sea, and obtained passage
to Japan. From there he sailed to California, thence
to New York, and in 1860, as if desconding from the
clouds, Michael Bakounine alighted, like a thunder-
holt, in London.

Experiences like those already suffered would have
cooled the.ardor of most men, but hardly
had Bakounine stepped foot in London
when he took up his revolutionary schemes
with redoubled enthusiasm. H: issued
numerous addresses to the Poles and
Russians to join in a grand revolution-
ary confederation of Slavs. Associated
“with Herzen and Ogareff he published a
revolutionary sheet called “ The Kolokol ®
(The Bell). But so grand and deep and
searching was his philosophy that he
led all his co-laborers beyond their
depth. The anarchistic philosophy which
he bad .imbibed from Proudhon per-
meated all his schemes. He was now
precipitated into an ever-deepening con-
flict with the revolutionary socialists of
the Karl Marx school. At the great so-
cialist congress in Geneva in 1870 he
took direct and positive issue with the
_governmental wing of the party. He
demanded the abolition of the State and
all organized ¢ machines” of social and
religious administration. At the con-
gress of the International at Hague
in 1872 he was expelled, but succeeded
in carrying thirty delegates with him,
which body of anarchistic radicals fi-
nally waxed strong enough to overthrow
the International Association, only to re-
organize it later (as they did this last
summer) under their own direction.

Michael Bakounine now formulated
his system of scientific anarchy as fully
as his resources would permit. His hope
was to crown his life-work by setting in

“ological Grifts.
‘With 2 decp yearning to thoroughly master the
adizg philosophical thought of his'vime, and hav-
g*been commissioned as cowmandant of anob-
- scure and lbola!ed district, he became restless and
~ disgusted, and in 1841 quitteéd Russia, and took np

1o e enbered aasxduously

‘6f philodophy, earecmlly t-he

“abode in Berlin i order to become maste* ot the.

* {mutad to perpetual imprisonment.

federation. At the demand of the cuzur he vas ex-
pelled in 1848 from France, and ten thousand
rubles were offered fur his arrest and return to
Russi». But the vevolution of February soon
brought him back fo Paris, which he quitted again,

Slavs. The following year he went to Dresden, and
became one of the chiefs of i.¢ May revolution
and a member of the insurrectionary government.
Foreed to fly from Dresden, he was captured, sent to
prison, and condemned to be executed in May, 1850.
His sentence, however, was commuted to imprison-
ment for life. Escaping into Austria, he was again

i capmred and agaiu sentenced to death,—this time

for high treason.  But again his sentence was com-

Upon repoated

however, for Prague to attend the Congress of

motion a revolution throughout the world, looking to
the abolition of the State and the substitution of that -
natural order which comes of justice, selection, and
liberty. His ruling idea was: Given equality ot con-
ditions, and organized State and Church become un-
recessarj. The absence of equality of conditions is
dne to the existence of the State, and the State alone.
Abolish the State! was the banner which he set up
to conquer despotism, and erect upon its ruins a
reign of true order and natural government. His
philosophy and purposes he elaborated in several
pamphlets, now very rare, principal among which
was one entitled, “ Dieu et IEtat™ (God and ﬂ'le
State).

Russia, his native country, was the land in which

{Concluded on fourth page.)
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was for the “ accommcdation ” of his own sect, anc those who
held to other creeds found no place of worship from his money,

Godin was a grand, liberal soul. Thongh cducated a Catholic,
ho made the most liberal provision for every shade of beliet
aniong his working peopte,and ke despised every form of nayxrow-
ness.and bigotry., Godin, too, was too noble a soul to descend
to the arts of the politician, and would have despised himself
had be solicited a vote from any of his people. So wonderfual
was the success of his industrial experiment at Guise that
Lonis Napoleon became jealons of the possibilities for labor
which he had demonstrated, and that despicable fraud and
royal scoundrel, - Louis the Little,” repeatedly went out of his
way to hamper bis busi and even sought to disfranchise
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4 4 free man is one who enjoys the use of his reason and his
Jaculties ; who is neither blinded b passion, nor hindered or
driven by oppression, nor deceived by erroneous opinions.” —
ProupHON.

Play-House Philanthropy.

Amonyg the ablest and mosi interesting contributions
to the columns of the * Irish World  are the sketches
of one of its staff correspondents, « Honorius,” in
which that writer, week after week, with all the skill
and strategy of a born general, marshals anecdoie,
illustration, history, biography, fact, logic, and the
experiences of every-day life in impregnable line of
battle, and precipitates them upon the coherts of
organized tyranny and theft, making irreparable
breaches in their fortifications, and spreading havoe
tnroughout their ranks, The ingenuity which he dis-
plays in wtilizing his material and turning everything
to the account of his cause is marvellous. Out of
each new fact that falls under his notice, out of each
new character with whom He comes in contact, he
devalops some fresh argument againsi the system of
thaft, that underlies our so-called * civilization,” sorae
novel application of the principles that must underlie
the coming true societ;.

Unless we are greatly mistaken, the latest of his
assaults will not prove the least effective, since in it
he has improved an excellent opportunity to turn his
guns upon enemies nearer home, exemies in the guise
of friends. He briefly tells the story of the eareer of
a Yorkshire factory-lord, one Sir Titus Salt, who,
through his fortunate discovery of the process of
manufacturing alpaca cloth, accamulated an ‘enor-
mous fortune, whivh he expendéd in the establishment
of institutions fer the benefit of his employees and in
decds of general philanthropy. To this man he pays
a tribute of praise for various virtues, which, for
aught we know, is well deserved. But he supple-
ments it by forcible insistance on the fact that Sir

Titus was but a thief after all; that, however great)f¥
his generosity of heart, it was exercised in the distri- |

bution of other people’s earnings; and that his title
to exemption from the condemnation of honest' mexn
was no better than that of the more merciful of the
Southern slave-owners. The importance of this les-
son it is impossible to overestimate. Gains are no
less ill-gotten because well-given. Philanthropy
caunot palliate plunder. Robbery, though it be not
born of rapacity, is robbery still. ~This Sir Titus Salt
but serves as a type of a large class of individuals who
are ever winning the applause and admiration of a
world tco prone to accept benevolence and charity in
the stead of justics and righteousness.

Perh-ps the most conspicuous example of the class
referr:d Lo now posing bejore the world is the man
referr:d to by * Honorius” in connection and com-
parisor with Sir Titus,— Godin of Guise, the famous
founder of the Familisterre. * The great Godin of
Gurse,” * Honorius ” styles him; and itis precisely
because this clear-leaded writer, misinformed as to
the real facts, makes him the object of exaggerated
and nusplaced adulation _that the present article is
written. - Of Sir Titus Salt we _could not speak but
of the. Familuurrc and fts founder we can say some-
what ‘that may intt,rés and'enllghten their’ admirers.
But first the wards of & Houorius~”

Sir Titus Salt was the panion, a8 a noble-sounled em-
ployer, to that fellow-phillmhropm, the great Godin 0" Guise,
who founded. the famol alace known a5 ‘the Familis-
terre, although not so a character a8 the renowned

;rmchmn. “Titus Salt’ WA G mtnmn. ms sao,coo church

him,

Let us see how much of this is true,~if this man is
really great, or only a pretender .and a sham. It
was once our privilege to visit the Familisterre, The
visit extonded through the better part of a week, and
occurred at a very favorsble time, including one of
the two annua! iéte days (celebisiing Education and
Labor) peculiar to the institution. But the impres-
sion left on our mind was ky no means favorable.
The establishment seemed pervaded throughout by
an atmosphere of supervisicn and routine, tempered
bere and there by awkward attempts at the pictur-
esque. The air of buoyant contentment which the
glowing accounts given of the Social Palace would
lead one to expect did not characterize the rnembers
of the large household to any great extent. The
workmen seemed to feel themseives and their cluss
still the victims of oppression. A very slight ac-
quaintance with them was sufficient to reveal the fact
that their * koss™ and * benefactor” does no! ap-
pear as godlike in their eyes as in those that view him
at a distance. In the presence of the inquiring ob-
server their faces d ar expression that d

fies by the name of n palace, though it needa but &
few bolts and bars to make it seer more li
so cheerless, formal, and furhidding is its gloomy as-
pect; he distributes among them a portion of the
profits, perhaps to quiet his conscience, perhaps to
become noted for fair dealing and philanthropy ; the
balance—more than sufficient to satisfy the ordinary
manufacturer svbjest to ccinpetition—he compla-
centiy pockets, putting forth, meanwhile, the ridicu-
lous pretence that he holds this fund as a trustee;
finally, knowing nothing of Liberty "and Equity and
sneering at their defc.iders, he professes to think that
he can vegenerate che world by the fanciful and un-
sound schemes of education that he spends his leis-
ure hours in devising .nd realizing, supporting them
with wealth gained by theft, power gained by indi-
rect bribery and bulldozing, and popularity gained
by pretence and bumbuggery. Nevertheless, for
deing this the whole humanitarian world and not a
few hard-headed reformers bow down and worship
him. Even clear-sighted “ Honorius * heaps honors
on his head. But * Honorius knows, and does not
fuil to emphasize, the true lesson of the man’s life,
which is that the impending social revolution has
certain fixed principles behind it; that one of these
principles is, **Thou shalt not steal;” that any
scheme by which a single individual becomes inor-
dinately rich, whether as proprietor or trustee (un-
less the trust be purely voluntary), is necessarily car-
ried on in violation of that principle; and that who-
ever presecutcs it as in accordance with that prinei- -
ple thereby proves himself eithur too ignorant ortoo -
insincere to be allowed to serve, much less to lead,
in the revolutionary movement. Such a man is of

to say: ¢ Oh, you think it’s all very pretiy, no doubs;
no rags here, no dirt; everything clean and orderly,
and a moderate degree of oxternal comiort araong us
all, But all this has to be paid for by semebody, and
it is the outside world that foots the bills. Our mas-
ter has the reputstion of being very kind and gener-
ous, but k¢ iz our master. We enjoy this ‘material

welfare at the expense of something of -our inde-
pendence. Resides, he’s got a soft thing of it,—rolling
up-his millions year by year and excusing himself by
disiributing -»certain proportion of his stealings
among us; but he und the rest of us are living very

whose puckets these immense profits come.”

And netual questioning proved that their faces told
Inability to converse fluently'in French
us from inquiring e]osely inlo details, but

oursélves; w
was excellent , we elicited ‘information quite suffi-
cient. - The more mtelhgent of the workmen had told
him confidentially just what we had read in their
faces as stated above, not a few of them confessing
that M. Godin, who at *hat time was a member of
the National Chamber of Deputies, held his seat by a
method stxikingly similar to that which in Massachu-
setts the Boston * Herald ” is wont to spologize for
as “ civilized bulldozing,”—that is, nrior to election
day he contrived to have it understood among his
employees that a convenient opportunity would be
found for the discharge of such of them as shonld fail
to vote for him, no matter what their previous politi-
cal affiliations or present pclitical beliefs. And yet
“ Honorius” aays (or scems to hint) that he is not
ambitious, and * Honorius" is an honorable man.
Hundreds and thousands of honorable men share the
same delusion,—for a delusion it certainly is.

A strange sort of “ philanthropist,” this! A sin-
gular * nobility of soul” is M. Godin’s! His reli-
gious liberality referred to by * Honorius* evidently
dees not extend into his business and politics. Here
is a man, ingenious, shrewd, calculating, with large
executive capacity and something of a taste for phi-
losophy, who discovers an industrial process which,
through a monopoly guaranteed by the patent laws,
he is enabled to carry on at an enormous profit; he
employs hundreds of ~peratives; for them and their
families he builds a gigantic home, which he digni-

! knuwledgebof French and Enghsh,

the nlunderers, and should be with them. Idol-smash-
ing is no enviable task; but to nnmask the preten-
sions of play house philanthropists whose highest
coneepticn of distributive _lusnee seenies to be the
sharing with a fortunate few of goods stolen from
the muny is a service that, however disagreeable, is
of prime necessity in the realization of that Equity
which distributes to each the produet of his:labor
and that Liberty which renders it impossible for one
to reap the profit of another’s toil.

Liberty had in type, and intended to publish in this*
issue, 2 communication from the central burean of
information at London reporting the progress and
growtih of the reorganized International Working-
people’s Association, and containing a complete list of
the groups and sections that have forwarded their
adhesions and accepted the plaiform; but facts have
recemly transpired that mzake it dangerous to reveal
the existence and leeation of the French, Italian. and
‘Spanish groups. Therefore, rather than print an in-
‘complete list, we omit it altogether, simply stuting
that, apart from the numerous sections that prefer to
correspond directly with each other, forty-six are in
direct communication with the central Lbureau, work-
ing together for the social: revolution the world over
in harmony substantially compicte. The United States
is represented by groups located in New York, Jersey
City, and Milwaukee. New sections are forming
everywhere with great rapidity. The progress of an-
archistic socialism in Europe is really wonderful. In
£pain, where the working-people are beginning to s2e
the futility of political methods, a reccnt workingmen’s
congress declared, by the voice of one hundred ‘and
twenty-eight out of one hundred and shirty-six dee
gutes representing two hundred sections, squmly in
favor of anarchy.

A valned contributor strongly defends in another
column the attitude recently taken by O. B. thinp .
ham, viewing it from a transcendental
We are materialists of the most extreme so
not find it necessary to discuss Mr. Froth
attitude toward revealed religion
issue between the experiential and intuitior
phies. The position of Mr. Frothingham seen
us something like this. Years ago he Ciscov
that the Christiau edifice, comfortable as it mat‘ ‘stood







