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Is hiding next to
“whites-only gene.

Our sexualities don’t exist in a vacuum. 1f a person

just “isn’t attracted to” black people or “just can’t see
A him/herself” with a man, we often accept that as valid.
But those explanations aren’t good enough. The social
meaning of our sexual choices (and by extension, our
sexualities) has little to do with biology or personal
choice. What we perceive as “personal preference” in
reality does not exist - those “preferences” we have to
one particular race or another particular gender are
crafted by society. Society dictates who we should be
attracted to, and how, and when. Even when we
directly go against what society is dictating to us, we
are acting based on societal expectations. Our
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sexualities tell us something about who we are as
individuals within a complex world.

So what does your sexuality say about you?

YRR

A ‘ere ore o millisn and ore gender pronons
Hrot have  Aistiret sodial « politiead Mmeanings .
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Call Me When It Means Something

11:40pm Single beer buzzing across the streets whose names | . . : i e
e if the gay gene exists, then it has been there since bi

\ inai g . Liqe gt 2 S 3 Zyﬁr..
forget and the sky was singing that _ song sname ... and ifiit’s been there since birth, then queer people must
never seems to hear. We were all together under : _exhibit:queer “traits” si AP ; ,

. ) o exhipitqueer “re since birth, and if queer people don’t

copper strestiamps, rusted velarans, whimpering our ome out until they re older, then they were just denying
shadows into crooked giants. There were at least ten of . their natural sexuality all along, and if they were denying
us, party to-go. | felt ridiculous and in love with your o S.Q.w mmmﬂum:?, then they need to look back on their lives
fingers half-heartedly woven with mine and the moon e and. m.s examples of their queerness growing up, and if
was a girl. ~ they find examples, then they have always been queer and

+ their new self-identity as a queer person is a valid one.

12:02am It smelled like damp legs and vodka, a universe of MWWNMWMWU ﬁw%wwwmﬁﬂwmmn@%ow%% MMM@%MM mﬂaﬁmﬂhwﬂw dhan
washed-out faces painted deep ocean by a computer ,.._ something that .ms.ocmbwm overtime: i #r
monitor. The art haus girls were strung out on being ; o . L
lovely and oxycontin against a Corona poster ripped
from the armpit of '97. Pineapple, red cup, smoke riding
the inside of your bottom lip like sex. Everyone’s ironic
or apathetic and somewhere she’s burning.

2:56am Six people. That's a complex system of
mistakes against that sky above our faces. Smoking
pink cigarettes, | wonder what my voice will sound like
tomorrow, how small | might be. How much any of this
will mean out of the context of bottle caps and
airplanes. | run my fingers over the scars on my left
arm. | run my fingers through last summer and turning
13 and all the self resting in familiar faces scattered
across the dirt. It's here that | miss you. That | miss
tonight and the sky and the feeling of 20 gel caps in my
mouth.

~ Cha wae dirtv and  hricht and we had nowhere to Q0.


camerondeleon
Typewritten Text
3

camerondeleon
Typewritten Text
36


35

ow n_mx@mnwmmnwa i’ve noticed that people who are
inning to doubt their (hetero)sexuality are the most
eds of sexuality as fluid, owmnm»_um._ and

ast they were
ile, they started

e up with examples of how they
were kids; they think of people they
iddle school that maybe they ,
active; and they realize maybe
xual to begin with.

._:,Es_go;oao mo%a _
reveryone. but that’s the

ge et thinking about it
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When consent is talked about, jt’s usually framed within a hetero context,
leaving issues of consent within the queer community ignored. It’s important
when talking about consent to connect it to the broader context of sexual
violence and systems of oppression such as homophobia, racism, classism,
sexism etc. Not looking or asking for a partner’s consent is indicative of a
lack of respect and is devaluing; regardless of a persons’ gender, sexuality,

race, ability, or class, consent always carries the same weight and is entirely
their own to give or withhold. ﬁ !

L

It is precisely here, in the intersections of sex and various identities, that
consent is sometimes perceived as more meaningful coming from certain
people than from others. Assumptions formed about people based on their
ability, class, race, sexuality, gender, or how sexually active they are (a.k.a.
i stereotypes) can lead people to believe that gaining their partner’s consent
beforehand isn’t all that important. However, it’s really crucial to recognize
a partner’s agency and let them decide if they want to become involved.
- Nothing can ever justify ignoring another’s desire to stop.

By using such a vague term like ‘sexual interactions,” ’m making an effort
to encompass all sorts of sexual activities from touching someone at a club or
bar to engaging in sex, as all sex-related acts necessitate consent and not
everyone defines sex or sexual relations in the same way,

During sexual interactions, sometimes communication isn’t always thought
of as being important; however, in order to have consensual and safer
relationships with partners, communication needs to be established.
Oftentimes people can feel pressure to not communicate their comfort, needs,
or desires due to a variety of reasons such not wanting to make a partner feel
inexperienced, or in an effort to appear easygoing. Yet, it might be helpful to

recognize why communication isn’t being established if one wants to begin
communication. ? -

To work towards effective communication, defining one’s boundaries can be
a good first step as it can be difficult to te]] someone when to stop if you’re
unsure of where that point is. Thinking of what you’re comfortable with can
help clarify where to draw the line between what acts are okay and what

actions aren’t. Everyone’s boundaries differ and it’s incredibly important to
respect those lines. "

>
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Being aware of your partners’ comfort zones is key to maintaining safer
relationships; never assume a partner is comfortable with something and
never pressure someone into giving consent. Try taking some time to think
about how you define consent, and how you give it in different situations;
though keep in mind that not everyone gives consent the same way and the
surest way to ascertain if something is okay with your partner(s) is to ask
them directly. Another thing to keep in mind is that getting consent from
partner(s) for one act doesn’t necessarily mean that you have consent for
other acts. People often think of sexual acts in terms of a hierarchy, with
certain acts carrying more weight and meaning; however, this model is by no
means universal and just because a partner agrees to a certain act doesn’t
guarantee that they’ll be okay with acts that one might think of as ‘lesser.’

Possible Tips for More Consensual & Safer Intimate Moments

- Know your boundaries; know what you’re okay with doing and what you’re
not. Don’t let yourself feel pressured into giving consent when you don’t
want to. Consent is yours alone to give or withhold.

- Define consent for yourself: what does it mean for you?

- Think of what ways you give consent in various situations; do you use
specific body language, what words do you use? ,

- Look for signs that your partnet/s is/are uncomfortable during interactions;
be vigilant and stop when asked or feel that they’re not into whatever’s
happening

- Remember that any form of physical contact necessitates consent, even
hugging; respect people’s bodies and space.
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-Campus Violence Prevention Program

hitp.//evpp.ucdavis.edu/about.htm|

-The Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Resource Center

http://lgbtrc.ucdavis.edu

In an instant my wings have unfolded. I am uplifted, Em exuberance of an

i unrestricted contention. The elevation commemorates the vision projected
B through movements of pure imagination. / ¥ m

} A theorist stated and imprinted the knowledge of power invested in such

creation. And in that instant a birth of what [’ve mentioned. Through the (8
8 magick held by belief in unseen images - worlds arise - holding each of our!
winged descendants... : : 7 , .0

s beating, strumming = sending reflections of our influence.

-_.amﬁwsmu soaring > letting go of all that binds us.

43

g el & v.m,,h 4 4
: You. In every scene, in every breathe held in - reaching, W

nm:mi_u.r crying. Find me. In the spaces were these restrict
mxrmﬁ::m. Hear me. Where reality dissipates into dreaming - [ am

n the corners of my mind and the recesses of my heart: the eternal flow of §
| images flood the scene with what dominates my being. Ascension. The true
complete acceptance. And with every wing born from self-indulgence - their
true destination resides in your presence. To wait with outstretched hands .
' for your friendship. So that in those worlds, the like the wind and wrm‘qnmm =
! ht - forever free. : . ;

aiting, :o_mmz.u_

ions seem
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someone reduced
your sun to
“fuel burning ferocious]y”
& you set your world down.
denounced your throne as:
-monster prince .
-voice that shook spring loose from it's slumber
-shepherd of second-hand constellations;
celestial phantasm spinning on your index finger as if were the head
it was popsicle stick paradise meeting matchbox & western wigds.
1 watched it all.
it was slow. it was fearsome.
out of breath, howling to the sky,
weak on its hinges,
igniting windows in homes,
culling asphalt sighs
from restless hounds,
the universe
exhaled /..
at the sound of
that demon leaving
your lungs,
hatching on

branches and \\J‘

hanging on the heels
of that twisted
November.

that shattering speed of beat in the chest.
the convex curvature of death against conception.
the aftertaste to a waking moment.
I lay my own stars to fade
and settle with the tagline of
stunted decay at its best.

27

Now to get to different types of scenes and roles. I can’t count the
times when I have thought twice about being called a slave by a
white leather daddy. When roles such as master/mistress and
slave are brought up and you don’t mention how these can be the
least bit problematic, we have a problem. I am not sure how to go
about talking about what some call “race play” but I do know that
I will call no one master without talking about issues of what this
can mean or make me feel. And if someone will not put me on a
leash and whip me till I bleed just because 1 don’t feel like calling

them master...goodbye!

We cannot pretend that these words don’t impact certain people ,
in traumatic ways. Though some people in the leather community
want to believe that giving in to absolute pleasure can never be
problematic, I am here to tell you that that is not the case. Just as
one should always negotiate and talk out what you will and will

not play around with we should also be willing to talk out

these scenes mean to us. I also don’t want to wmaow ms%oMm,M&mﬂ

pricey yum, so if three hundred dollar restraints are your thing

mros, mcw all ﬁamzm hit me with your best $hot! But for others who
on’t have the means or who seek beatings with limi ,

L e g h limited bux...

12


camerondeleon
Typewritten Text
12

camerondeleon
Typewritten Text
27




camerondeleon
Typewritten Text
13

camerondeleon
Typewritten Text
26
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vn Helwloooooo Monosexism!
- Who invited you?

RPN e Y, qﬁ& L g Akl o
B The fight against nonmonosexual inclusion by both straight
B and queer communities, stems from the power of
.:o:Bosommxcm:S\ to deconstruct, destroy in fact, the
incredibly oppressive and restrictive labeling process that
g’ Monosexism propagates: when society acknowledges that an
T. Individual's sexuality is not defined by the gender of that
+ Person's partner(s), we lose the ability to define who falls
under the category of “other,” For the straight community,
this challenges significantly the pillar of straight privilege.

. Those who benefit from straight privilege benefit most when

;

the distinctions between queer and straight are most easily

@,.

If acknowledged as a lasting and
w_.,o:_jo:ommxcng has the power to
“ straight-looking spaces, relationships, and people -
complicating the process of determining who should receive
the benefits of straight privilege. When bigots lose the
ability to easily determine who to throw their homophobic
.. slurs at on the street, they get sad. And when bigots get sad,

' soclety gets angry.
For the

identity,
queer any and all |

Y
legitimate

s

o 8

nonmonosexuality threatens the

o

queer community,

officials, or other soclal :

institutions) to maintaln their wellbeing and ability to thrive,
# nonmonosexuality makes difficult not only the split-second
decision-making processes we use to read the situations

= TSP

= defenses carefully constructed _ e
mﬂ:mﬁ keep safe, those cues we anoumxﬁh,i..__,_._
wrely on that have very real a bellef that monosexuality
_Implications for individual (elther being straight
Mmc??m_. For those who - and/or being lesbian or
depend on built family, on  gay) Is superior to a
community (rather than law _,___?.mmx:m\o.,.bm:mmxcm\_
Wm:ﬁo:ﬂmam:? or school - orientation.

queering gender

erasing the spectrum

mulmmmpzwuo myself |
7 E%d i

N

sculp

reinvent

ommamw%:n»n.bm Vwocfc..ﬁvHB

.

JV.\ ; ke
female sex
Y existence}
penetrating your brain

.,.,\._mmcnwummﬁdwo: mx@muamwo:ﬂEHbQ

ejaculate myself inside you

Ui
carve my

knife cuts my flesh

breasts become pecs

1 step into my body

jready for reintroduction

{self-assigned FTX

i) P

image like a landscape across your eyes

22
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After speculating what the societal hold up is on [&&
acknowledging and celebrating all the incredible, powerful
nonmonosexual and fluid identities there are out there, I am ,
left with the crucial question of what we can do, and for me
the answer comes in celebrating relationships, sexualities,
and individual expression in all its forms. The negative
stereotypes and images of bi folks in the media caution
against trusting anyone with sexual fluidity as hormone- &8
driven, promiscuous, fence-sitting, home-wrecking, sex=|
crazy (the conjunctions could go on and on). Instead of|
entering into conversations that try and disprove these .
stereotypes, instead of sanitizing and desexualizing :.,mv
image of nonmonosexuals, let’s start by challenging the
| underlying judgments. What’s so wrong with being hormone~
‘driven? promiscuous? What's so wrong with fluidity or
nonmonegamy or sluttiness? Of course not all
nonmonosexuals identify with any of these, but I would hate |
to see us only further embed those characteristics or
' identities into categories of "wrong" and "immoral" just to
onosexual image. _

>nnmu_=:u <o:.3_n=» never :.___< ::nm_.mnm:n someone
m_mm.m sexuality, m:g that _n,m .oxm< :on no.

_ﬂmnouz.!:u n_._mn v_._<__mmm is ooaun_nﬂmn. w_mmx:m:m
don’t have straight privilege because we are not

straight, regardless of the gender(s) of individual's
vml:m..ﬁmu.

_ﬂm_.:m.:um_._:u asmﬁ u:mn cmnm:mm a _um_,mo: s:._o is
nonmonosexual reinforces a nonmonosexual
stereotype does not mean the stereotype is true.
Additionally, individuals who reinforce stereotypes
should not be criticized for doing so - instead, critique
the ::nm.._<_:u _._._o_.u_ _.:m_.m_.n_.:mm o* o_.:. mon.mﬁ.
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1

o

\ m, Not
t the norm, ™
Mm;& Not Aceepted

memﬁ oiving a flying FUCK

o

Different

Faggot I can
Special be Toud
Weird and big and
Unique strong  with my
Queer

high heels  and gloss
and do what [ do daily
In defiance of it 4]
But that's not the point

and [ hate that what
I'dois

a statement
When all I'm trying to be is me

Society ﬁ
Society is a bunch
of straight white |
men who have no ”
idea s&,ﬂ its _ I could *
.:,w.e.a w.@i ) fight this fight
afrajd walking o
my whole life
down the but I'm
street just tired and
o go get 1t's been
some fucking mjJk Society? A long
How does it fec] to be J.n;.\Q:_Mm: Jears
confined in thig letter ) , ,w 4 ,f, A
with CURVES] as%oﬁhﬂuﬂo |
long and
it could

be so nice

up my heels

and throw in the towel
and try and pe normal

Just for g bit

to hang

20
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