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The solution to homelessness then, is not in creating the jobs, since the threat
would still linger. Nor is it to train people to attain the jobs currently
available, since those jobs could disappear at any time. The solution is to
exploit the benefits of homelessness and to alleviate the drawbacks.

Everyone in the San community knew how to provide for their own shelter
within a matter of hours. They knew how to attain food and water in the
desert. The resources to provide for the shelter and livelihood of the human
being are present in the natural land still lingering in this country. The task

then is to find and create the necessary resources within the city walls, where e

homelessness is a threat and reality to a larger population. Once knowledge i ‘Hoﬂ"
of attaining shelter is in the hands of each individual, the arkhi- of N M ,lt : t
architecture will become irrelevant, and the community will be stronger and anar c l e C ure

more empowered. This is my task and I’'m open to all suggestions. ¢
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Homelessness 71

There’s more to helping the homeless than dishing out soup once a year
during the winder holidays. I originally thought the fault of homelessness
had to do with the failure of proper design in the housing industry, and after
reading most of Bucky Fuller’s books, I signed up for Architecture School.

Tens of thousands of dollars later, I realized that the problem of
homelessness doesn’t lie in housing at all. It is rather a side-effect, or a by-
product of the practice of using housing as a tool to extract rent from the
populace; rent is simply a legalized form of shaking someone down. It is
akin to a brute on horseback galloping the countryside demanding the
peasants set aside a percentage of their yield in order to escape being raped
and pillaged.

While many people tout the advantages of homeownership and private
property, I have to wonder if that is the answer to escaping the gouging from
landlords. Even if you do eventually own property, the state will still reap
what you sow through the form of property tax. And until you theoretically
own the property, you will be paying a bank a fee that may double the
amount you initially borrowed. So whether you pay rent to a distant
landlord, tax to the distant state, or mortgage to the distant bank, one is
never left without extortion based on the threat of displacement.

I can only conclude that the answer to homelessness as well as the escape
from rent-slavery is the abandoning of private property altogether. The San
of the Kalahari Desert had been living this way for over 40,000 years, only
recently forced into sedentary lifestyles at the violent request of the quasi-
democratic government of Botswana. Private property has only existed for a
tiny fraction of human history, and for most of our history we have been a
healthy, transient people. When human beings relied on foraging and
hunting wild animals for food, they only worked an average of four hours a
day with ample amounts of free time, a life many Westerners would kill or
attack other countries for.

Speaking of attack, “terrorism” has emerged as a recent buzz-word. Our
state department gives us no certain definition of “terrorism” but it basically
means using a policy of violence to scare people into acting a certain way.
But in this light, the death penalty could be seen as “terrorism”, a policy of
murder in order to instill fear into the hearts of potential murderers. And I
began to see homelessness as state-condoned terrorism; I saw it as a desired
underlying threat to instill fear into the hearts of potential revolutionaries.
Wit t he threat of homelessness, I might force myself into flipping burgers
and selling Killer-Coke every waking minute just so I won’t have to become
“homeless”, leaving me little time to revolt.
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I was in my first semester of graduate school at Pratt Institute
school of Architecture in Brooklyn NY when I picked up the
pamphlet Fighting For Our Lives by the CrimethInc. Collective.

A few months earlier I had found an abandoned box of vinyl
and pulled out a Chumbawamba album Starvation Charity and
Rock & Roll, an album dedicated to exposing charity rock as self-
serving useless and wasteful, in a tone ranging from sarcastic to
hilarious, to serious. I was blown away and went immediately
to their website where I heard the Chumbawamba /
Negativland collaboration The ABC’s of Anarchy, a song that
still inspires me to this day, a song that makes me feel the way
about Anarchy the way I’'m sure born-again Christians feel

about the Lord.

In addition to all this, I was becoming somewhat addicted to
listening to WBALI 99.5 FM Pacifica Radio, an almost all talk
radio station in NYC which criticized both the left and the
right, both democrats and republicans, with many shows
discussing the corrupt and often neglected history of our
country and government, in addition to reporting news and
stories from the perspective of the poor, neglected and

oppressed.

So there I was, a few weeks into my first semester of
Architecture School and I was beginning to see everything
through the eyes of anarchy, politics and social justice. But
especially Anarchy.
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corners near the bodegas and delis, the speakeasies during prohibition, or the
community gardens, creating spaces that encouraged the communal experience was
extremely important.

The ideology of the market has assumed hegemonic proportions. As
previously stated, the objective free hand does not exist, it has been severed off by
immoral cowboys of neoliberalism. Market ideology has no qualms about raising
rents to exasperating levels, as long as people will scrape, suffer and toil to pay it. An
in-depth anthropological account on the way the market and rent ideology is passed
from one generation to the next will help us understand what can be done to help free
later generations. The ideology basically states something like this: if a neighborhood
is in a state of disrepair, it is beneficial to revitalize it. This means bettering roads
sidewalks, creating better housing, and inviting better stores and businesses. Since
the neighborhood is then nicer and more desirable, landlords can charge more rent
(especially if they invested money into the revitalization). People who want to pay a
little more rent for a nicer neighborhood will stay, and those who choose not to will
leave.

This ideology that goes from revitalization to gentrification, then, rests on
one key issue: the inherent raising of the rent. It is this act that the crux of
gentrification rests upon and further study of this is pertinent in order to uncover the
underlying motives and processes of gentrification. All three agents are implicated in
this act: the developers and landlords who set out to achieve the market rate; the
renters who can either agree to pay, move, or strike; and the state who either helps
alleviate the burden of renters or help the private developers by controlling the
renters through subsidies.

The best case scenario is that no one party is purposefully creating the
conditions necessary to encourage process of gentrification, but that each is more
likely caught in a cyclical ideological trap. The worst case scenario is that one or
more parties, is actively tweaking the rules and regulations of society in order to
further an ideology favorable to the party’s survival. In other words, are real estate
developers somehow guilty of actively displacing communities under the guise of
following the rules of market forces in order to extract resources in the form of rent?
Do developers work with state agencies in order to change or create rules which
would allow them to extract even more resources? If the developers are actively and
knowingly participating in this process, it is not so much immoral, since the market
does not deal with morals. However, if the State is actively and knowingly
participating, then it is a treasonous act akin to enslaving one’s own citizens. The
citizens, then, are the fuel for this canonical belief and support of the market capitalist
system, and one of the most important questions is posed by Kyper and Tobocoman,
cited earlier in this text: “what are people going to do about it
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We can’t only take on gentrification. If we take on gentrification, we
have to take on homelessness...lf we take on homelessness, we have to
take on questions of social welfare. If we take on gentrification, we have
to take on housing. If we take on housing, we have to take on private
property.

--Neil Smith, from Rosler, 1991

I have thus presented a number of agents and tools used in the process
known as gentrification. The agents include the subversive artists, real estate
developers and the state. The tools used include the built form (such as the
tenement), rent, and market ideology combined to form the idea of the colonized
neighborhood. Regardless of the complicity of the agents, it is more important to
understand that there is a role played by them. As a former anthropology professor,
Tim Pettyjohn, used to say, “We know what we do and we know why we do it, but
what we don’t know is what what our doing does,” (personal communication). In
other words, the counterculture tenant does not have to understand or condone his or
her own role in the gentrification process in order to take on the role of gentrifier. To
take part in the process of gentrification, the real estate developer does not have to
understand that by revitalizing a neighborhood for some of the present population,
others who cannot afford to pay a little more in rent will be forced to leave. And the
state or state agencies do not necessarily need to have ill intentions in order to create
conditions which help developers and private corporations take advantage of people.

In order to understand not only how, but why this process of displacement
continues to exist, we can also look to Katharine Rankin’s argument for an
anthropology and geography of globalization. She claims that when dealing with
hegemonic power, when “the subordinate experience the order of oppressors as self-
evident and natural,” turning to the Anthropology of practice can help one
understand the process. “Anthropology of practice,” she claims, “considers how
forms of cultural production can assume hegemonic proportions and achieve a strong
grip on people’s common sense by detailing their ‘habitus’—their practical modes of
consent and collusion,” (pg 717). Rankin later includes Doreen Massey’s
interpretation that “space [is] an arena through which social relations of
empowerment and disempowerment, domination and subordination, participation
and exclusion, operate and continually transform social and physical nature,” (pg
720). She then cites geographer Michael Watts, “how things develop depends on
where they develop, on what has been historically sedimented there, on the social and
spatial structures that are already in place,” (pp. 720-721). In terms of the Lower East
Side, the inhabitants have been quite successful in fighting gentrification and have a
long history of keeping strong community ties. Whether it was by congregating on

A Tiny History of Anarchy 7

Like the words Anarchy and Architecture, the term
Anarchitecture has the potential to mean different things for
different people. ~ When I was in my first semester of
Architecture School, I thought I was the first person to come up
with this term. But just a little research told me I was wrong.
But although I was far from first, I did realize that my
definition of Anarchitecture was original in some respect, and
also that every other version of Anarchitecture was original and
unique in their own rights.

Gordon Matta-Clarke

Gordon Matta-Clarke is probably the most famous Anarchitect. A
rebel student from Cornell’s School of Architecture, Matta-Clark
devised the term Anarchitecture to define his work, which was an
artistic reaction against Architecture. While many students of
architecture flock to his rebellious forms, his work is mostly of the art
world, conceptual installations that speak to (or against) the culture of
Architecture.

Edward Suzuki

More searching brought me to the work of Edward Suzuki, who
describes his own work as Anarchitecture. He states “it seems quite
natural that behind every man's desire to be creative there is perhaps a
stronger passion to be destructive. This is what anarchitecture is all
about.” Looking at his examples of what he calls his passion to be
destructive, it seems that his version of Anarchitecture is not necessarily
a reaction against Architecture, but rather a reversal of the process of
building. For instance, the arm rail of one of his staircases is designed
to look like haphazard stone fallen from what could be a crumbled
ceiling above. But it is not crumbled stone, it is structural and merely
designed to appear like it is falling apart. His Anarchitecture is merely
a simulacrum (a representation of a representation) of destruction. I

personally find it cold and lifeless.
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The Space Hijackers

In London, England, the Space Hijackers is a group of self-proclaimed
anarchitects who transform the public arena hoping to serendipitously
touch the lives of those who utilize and occupy these spaces. Their
Anarchitecture is based in anarcho-architectural interventions.
Anarchy here, it should be noted, is more rooted in the anarchist
concept of autonomous self-rule and self-regulation. These British
Anarchitects work to show people that they are the public in public
spaces, and that not only are they free to define public space for
themselves on a day to day and individual basis, but also that
corporate and government interests have been taking their freedoms
and rights away bit by bit.

Some past projects by the Space Hijackers have included subway
parties, parties on small islands in the Thames River, holding fake
demonstrations, and creating miniature worlds in small cracks in
rarely seen crevices in public squares.

This concept of hijacking space has grown in popularity, materializing
as street parties, flash mobs, and unofficial and unsanctioned public
art installations. And in another example of this style of anarchitec-
ture, it should be noted that earlier in 2008, artists Lee Chun-fung and
Michael Lee Hong-hwee exhibited a show in Hong Kong called Hong

Kong Anarchitecture Bananas: Artists who reclaim space.
Sensationalism

Much of the rest of the versions of Anarchitecture that I came across
can be characterized as sensationalist: Architects or Artists trying to
cash in on the anarcho-punk spirit, with little to no connection to an-

archy or punk ethic.

Canon Fodder 65

the pacification campaign meant to convey to us what a jolly old process
gentrification is (Rosler, 1991).

Smith then explains the fallacy of the myth of the rugged individualist:

The truth is that wherever these John Wayne types went, a substantial
amount of capital had gone before. The banks were there first, the
railroads were there first, of the state was there dividing up and
parceling out the territory... The truth is that there is a frontier, but it’s
economic, not cultural (Rosler, 1991).

The expansion of empires lies far out of the scope of this paper. However, I
will note that one of the reasons is to develop colonies that would then produce goods
for trade, adding to the empire’s wealth. For instance, in the 1700’s, when the British
Empire established a colony in Calcutta, India, they bought the land from local
landlords and established a deal where they received freedom of trade for a small
yearly price. The colonial process allowed empires to increase their trade while
increasing wealth by extracting resources at (hopefully) relatively little cost for the
empire. The colony, then, is a tool used by the empire for taking advantage of the
resources of a location it absorbs into its nominal border. In this sense, it can be
argued that the neighborhood acts as a colony of the state. In terms of neighborhoods
like the Lower East Side, the empirical power uses policies (whether created for ill
intention or not) to extract resources, in the forms of taxes and rent, from the
residents. In New York City, the ideology of paying over 50% of one’s income for
rent has become habitus; it is not questioned, thereby making the extraction of
resources all the easier.

While a colony is one tool for extracting resources, neoliberal globalization
is another. Dani Rodrik (Kutner, 1997) claims that due to an increase in globalization,
corporations are free to decide which countries they want for a home base. Today’s
globalization policies allows for US corporations to move to countries that lack
support for worker’s unions and have poor human rights records. Businesses then
can choose to lay off unionized workers in the US, transplant themselves and hire
poor indigenous South Americans (for example) for slave wages. This type of
globalization then gives multinational corporations an opportunity to bargain with
US cities for their business in exchange for tax breaks. As explained above, the Koch
administration used this as an excuse to dismiss businesses from paying taxes,
claiming that taxing them what they owed might encourage them to move to another
more business friendly city. Corporations, then, are in a sense, holding themselves
for ransom, which comes in the form of tax breaks, thus either depleting the services
offered by the city or inflating taxes owed by citizens, or both.
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Empire, Colonialism and Globalization:
A Trinity

s

While globalization boosters represent global economic integration as a
natural and benign outcome of market processes, geographers and
anthropologists have been at the forefront of documenting how economic
globalization is moored to particular places by political and cultural
means and how it is mediated by the actions of individuals and
institutions at different scales.

--Katherine Rankin, 2003, p. 710

The geography of gentrification will be further understood with a
background of Colonialism and Empire. Richard White (2004) describes American
Empire in three stages. The first stage was the Westward expansion of Manifest
Destiny, the second was the US expansion across the Pacific and Caribbean, and the
third is the current US intervention in the Middle East. White cites a theory by
Halford Mackinder that for the final stage of empire, “with the globe all colonized
and divided up, Western energies and social forces would not dissipate out into the
unclaimed territories beyond nation-states, but would henceforth reverberate within a
closed world,” (p. 7) White dismisses this reverberation theory on a global scale,
however it does help us understand the redistribution of populations within cities.
On a smaller scale, in New York City, we can see the reverberation of neighborhoods
shifting over time. It was already mentioned that the underground poetry scene
moved to the Lower East Side once the Village became the commercial hub of the
accepted poetry of the day. A couple decades later, once SoHo and uptown attained
record heights in the art world, underground artists moved to the Lower East Side.
Only a few years later, the original population of artists was priced out of the
neighborhood and had to resettle in less expensive neighborhoods. The middle and
upper class are moving into Harlem as well as Clinton, the neighborhood formerly
known as Hell’s Kitchen. In the 19" century, as the immigrants and working class
populated southern Manhattan, the elite moved ever Northward to escape. However,
now that every inch of land has been successfully stolen, I mean acquired, from the
First Nations, there is only room left for the reverberations of mass movement.

As seen by the Wild Wild West advertisement cited by Smith, the language
of this reverberating movement even adopts the language of the first American
empire, complete with urban scouts and pioneers. Smith states:

The real-estate industry employs people whom they call urban scouts, and
you won’t be surprised to learn that their job is to scout out neighborhoods
that could be “flipped over” for gentrification. But they are also supposed
to check out how restless the natives are. This frontier imagery is part of

A Tiny History of Anarchy 9
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With all that said, I now present to you my own take on Anarchitec-
ture, as | was developing it from 2002 through 2004.

I wrote a treatise An Anarchitecture when I was new to both Anarchy
and Architecture, and so it's quite naive, and I'm not sure how much
it adds to the discussion. I still think there's something to it, and I
still would like to develop the concept of the object and subject of a
piece being able to manipulate conditions equally.

After theorizing about a potential form of anarchy and architecture, I
next decided to study a culture I considered close to anarchy, specifi-
cally focusing on their vernacular architectural forms. In Anhierarkhi-
tectonics I examine the full immersion of how the cultural activities of
life intertwine with the culture of space and place-making, focusing
on the anti-authoritarian lifestyle of the Bushmen of the Kalahari
Desert.

Later, I decided to devote my studies to the more pressing concerns of
my immediate environment. In Canon Fodder, I present an in depth
analysis of Gentrification and its relationship to power, finance, capi-
talism and empire.

After a couple years of concerning myself with anarchy and architec-
ture, | remembered the reason I went to architecture school in the first
place: to solve the problem of homelessness. I then realized that my
original hypothesis that homelessness could be resolved through good
architectural design was wrong. Homelessness is a short text where I
reveal my thoughts and concerns regarding this problem.

Hopefully someone will find this collection a beneficial addition to
the discussion of Anarchitecture, whatever the hell that means any-
way.
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the micro scale. The overarching geography of gentrification enables us to map and
understand the development and growth, while a more in-depth micro scaling
geography enables us to understand individual motives. The importance of this
micro-scaling is exemplified by Wasserman (1994) when she states that sociologists
in the 1930’s saw community member’s attachment to space as sociopathic. Obviously
space is important and a study of the geography of space will help to understand our
perceptions of and relationships to it.

Lees (2001) argues for the development of a geography of architecture by
studying a public library in Vancouver, Canada. She followed the project from
development stage and community discussions through the final completion and the
community reactions to the space as a physical entity. During the planning process,
the community engaged in passionate discussions about what the building
represented. The physical structure of the final design of the library closely
resembled the ruins of the Coliseum in Rome; many in the community felt that such
a Eurocentric design insulted and delegitimized the non European citizens of
Vancouver. However, when the library was finally built, Lees realized that perhaps
the architect’s intended meaning is dwarfed by the observer’s direct interaction with
the building as a social space.

Lees cites Nigel Thrifts “nonrepresentational theory” as demonstrating “a
progressive sense of place that is embodied and performative: ‘[it’s] not, then, a
project concerned with representation and meaning, but with the performative
“presentations”, “showings”, and “manifestations” of everyday life,”” (2001, p. 6).
While Lees describes the different meanings people bring to the library based on their
own interactions with it, Karen Schmelzkopf (1995) provides us with material to
apply Thrift’s nonrepresentational theory to the community gardens in the Lower
East Side.

The gardens in the Lower East Side existed on the empty lots of previously
abandoned or burnt out buildings. The gardens, then, could represent the
disinvestment by owners and landlords, and therefore the upcoming gentrification
that might occur in the reinvestment stage (as described above). The gardens could
also represent the prolific drug trade and abuse in the neighborhood, since dealing and
using occurred in the empty lots and gardens, among other places. However,
following Lees’ call to apply Thrift’s nonrepresentational theory approach, the
meaning of the gardens lies not in the abstract representations, but rather within the
community’s physical interaction with space of the gardens.

The gardens, Schmelzkopf argues, provide a space which is both public and
private, since they allow for activities normally associated with the home to take
place amidst the community. She notes that many of the gardens contain play
equipment, sandboxes, and other spaces designated for children, providing the
necessary conditions for the most disenfranchised of community members (women
and children). In addition to being a place for growing food, one of the gardens in the
neighborhood served as a recycling site, thereby providing the community with the
physical connection to the cycles of production and reproduction of nature. For the
neighborhood population, then, the gardens do not represent community as much as
they embody the physical spatial conditions which allow for the interactions that
create and encourage community. To the city, however, the gardens are nothing
more than empty lots representing the potential profits to be made by selling to
private investors.
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Geography:
In Two Scales

Contemporary architectural geographies do not emphasize enough the fact
that ‘urban meaning is not immanent to architectural form and space, but
changes according to the social interaction of city dwellers.”

--Loretta Lees, 2000

Loretta Lees (2000) argues for a more geographical approach to studying
gentrification. She criticizes HUD for taking no account of the “geographical scale
and contextual differences,” (p. 391) between different locations. Lees points out three
types of gentrifiers: financifiers, sweat equity gentrifiers and super-gentrifiers.
Financifiers are “highly paid employees in financial services industry...lubricating the
revalorization of the inner city, and regentrifying neighbourhods which were
gentrified in the 1970’s,” (392). Sweat equity gentrifiers are small scale entrepreneurs
who buy one lot or house and invest their own hard work and energy into it. These
sweat equity gentrifiers are disappearing, though, as larger scale super-gentrifiers are
entering the field, mostly due to the escalation of land values. Super-gentrifiers buy
numerous lots at a time and pour large amounts of capital into their projects.

Lees also discusses three geographical types of cities: the emancipatory city
and Neil Smith’s revanchist city (2000), and Leone Sandercock’s multicultural city
(2001). Gentrifiers are drawn to the emancipatory city because they “desire a city
space where... ‘subversive forces, forces of rupture...act and meet,” (2000, p. 393). The
gentrifiers, drawn to the subversive elements of society, then create an opening for
commercial developers to subvert the subversive into a more capitalistic and
commercial branding. Lees describes gentrification according to Neil Smith’s
revanchist city as a “spatialized revenge against the poor and minorities who stole the
inner city from the respectable classes. The inner city for Smith is not an
emancipatory space but a combat zone in which capital, embodied by middle-class
gentrifiers, battles it out, block by block, house by house, to retake the city,” (2000, p.
399). Lees then describes Sandercock’s multicultural city as one in constant flux. The
multicultural city “can never be realized, but must always be in the making,” (2001, p.
67). It is a proactive, socially conscious city that constantly reevaluates itself as a
communal entity. Its inhabitants shift both physically and theoretically as the issues
present themselves introducing population shifts as the normative condition.

The above types of gentrifiers and typologies of cities describe the
overarching structure of certain processes, but do not provide sufficient information
for the lived experience. While we can discuss the Lower East Side in terms of the
super-gentrifiers slowly taking over the sweat-equity gentrifiers, thus creating the
conditions of the revanchist city, where a spatial war is declared against the poor, this
does not provide us with the geographical theory to understand what is happening on
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Whenever you act without waiting for instructions or
official permission, you are an anarchist. Anytime you
by-pass a ridiculous regulation when no one’s looking,
you are an anarchist. And you are especially an
anarchist when you come up with your own ideas and
initiatives and solutions.

--CrimethInc

Relationships exist between everyone, everywhere, whether you regard them
or not.

There is no “the” problem of architecture. But there is “A” problem.

A problem of architecture involves the stumbling block of “class”. As of
today, the text of the architecture of the upper class contains the imagery of
the “power-ful”. The text of the architecture of the lower class contains the
imagery of the “power-less”.

Drop someone onto a mountain or into the middle of the forest. Preparing
for an extended stay, that person’s first action will be to build a shelter. This
first shelter will not be a pavilion to dance in. This first shelter will not be a
garage in which to park a carriage, nor will it’s primary function be to
entertain furry woodland friends. The shelter will have been built for the
purpose of sleeping in comfort. This is the first concern of architecture.

I know a woman who sleeps in the subway station every night. I walk by
her as she shivers in the cold, surrounded by the soul-less architecture of
New York City. Architecture has failed her. And it has failed me because
she and I have a relationship, whether she regards it or not, whether I regard
it or not.

In a system of anarchy, relationships between living beings are highly
valued. If you and I are friends, if you are not completely honest with me, if
you allow me to take advantage of you, then not only are you damaging
yourself, not only are you damaging me, but you are also damaging our
relationship. You deserve all I have to offer; I deserve all you have to offer.
If neither of us are offering the real self, our relationship suffers; our
relationship is damaged.
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Architecture has failed me because it has failed to house and comfort the
homeless woman in the subway station, diminishing her ability to give all of
herself to any relationship, including the potential relationship between her
and me.

Architectural spaces are communal. The only singular space is a human
body; but that human body eventually dies and decomposes. The atoms and
molecules of that body recycle themselves into other parts of the Earth: trees;
flowers; parts of animals; hundreds of other things. The only singular space
soon becomes a multitude of spaces.

Architectural spaces are communal. Take for instance, the “boss”, in her
private office. For a while, the four walls of the private office conceal the
boss from the outside world, in addition to concealing the outside world from
the boss. While the private office may be thought of as a singular, private
space, eventually another individual will occupy that space. More than one
occupier signifies a place of plurality. A place of plurality is one that
contains the potential of having more than one resident. A relationship
exists between the first occupier and the second, whether they acknowledge
that relationship or not. A communal space is space containing relationships
between numerous individuals. Architectural spaces are communal.

Even the Pharaoh’s tombs are communal.

Architecture pretends to be singular. In many instances it intimidates and
bullies the subject into behaving as if the architectural space is singular. The
subject begins to believe that no relationship exists between her and the
architecture, that no relationship exists between her and other human beings.

The singular space is non-architectural; it is theoretical, created by the
subject, imposed upon the object, and only for a brief period of time. The
viewer of any space has power over the architecture; the viewer can re-write
the text of architecture. Even though a person may claim a certain space as
singular, people have occupied that space in the past and people will occupy
that space in the future: Architecture remains plural, architecture remains
communal.

Relationships exist within architecture, and a relationship exists with
architecture.
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Figure 7. The shifting gentrification frontier in the Lower East Side
Source: Courtesy of Tony Lugo, computer-generated in Rutgers University, Cartography
Laboratory, as printed in Smith, Neil, Betsy Duncan, and Laura Reid, From Disinvestment to
Reinvestment, from From Urban Village to East village: the Battle for New York’s Lower
East Side by Janet L. Abu-Lughod and others, 1994.
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investigating what he refers to as investment, disinvestment and reinvestment
(Smith, Neil, Betsy Duncan, and Laura Reid, 1996; Smith, Neil and James Defilippis.
1999). Disinvestment comes in the form of tax arrears, described above, and
reinvestment occurs when the property owner decides to come out of delinquency.
Smith states:

Tax delinquency is, in effect, an investment strategy, since it provides
property owners with guaranteed access to capital... There is a clear
correlation between their perception of increased property values and
their intention to redeem their tax delinquency status. Tax delinquency
thus lies on the fulcrum between growth and decline, (p. 154).

Smith mapped and studied the disinvestment and reinvestment trends of the Lower
East Side and concluded that the pattern showed a highly rational game plan of
gentrification, (see Figure 7). “The major pattern that emerges is a reasonably well
defined west-to-east frontier line, with the earliest encroachments in the northwest
and southwest portions of the study area. The reinvestment frontier pushes eastward
until obstructed or slowed by localized barriers in the south and southeast,” (1996, pp
161-162). He also states, “as an apt title in Art in America put it, it was a process of
‘Slouching toward Avenue D.” Except the fact is, it was no slouch; it was more like a
dramatic end run by landlords,” (Rosler, 1991).

One important factor to understand is that market rate housing is
unaffordable for many people in New York City. An article in the Economist, June
7, 2003, blames the rent regulated housing on the fact that the market rate is
unaffordable. This article claims that the landlords are being taken advantage of
when it comes to rent control. The landlords have to raise the unregulated rents to a
higher price in order to offset the money they are losing due to rent stabilized and
regulated apartments. However, there is another economic strategy in the Lower East
Side, described by Elaine Segal (1994), where the owner of a building subleases to an
entrepreneur “whose only interest [is] raising their rent rolls to what the market
would bear while keeping repairs down.” In either case, according to the rules of
economics, the landlord can raise the rents to whatever prices the market will bear.
This is where housing does not act like a normal “good”. Housing is an essential
need”, very expensive, immovable and relatively scarce. There are thousands of
different kinds of food or clothing on the market which means that consumers have
at least a little power in deciding which things they will want to buy. When the price
for a certain good goes up, consumers are able to respond by not buying it, thereby
reducing the demand while supply is high, this will in turn force the prices down.
We should ask ourselves why one essential need is unregulated while all others are
not. What would happen if our water or air was sold to us at market prices by
companies aimed at profit-making?

2l Housing is actually not essential, but the ideology of housing makes it seem as if it

were. Right at this minute, I could walk out of this city and head for the mountains,
forage for my food and sleep in a cave. However, a discussion on this ideology is far
beyond the scope of this paper.
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The object and subject are:
® notone,
e not two, but
e three.

The object is a separate entity: Architecture.

The subject is a separate entity: the viewer.

The third entity is the intertwining combination of the object and subject; it
exists when the two become one.

The object contains a text, written by the architect. Once the architect leaves
to design other buildings, the object stands on its own ready to be read,
interpreted, and re-interpreted by the public, the viewer, the subject. When
the subject interacts with the object in such a way that the text is re-
interpreted, or even re-written, the subject transforms that object into
something new. With the rewriting of the text, the subject inserts itself into
the realm of the object. This is the basis of what I call Anarchitecture.’

The architect who is an anarchist is an Anarchitect.

The anarchist believes that whatever someone thinks is right, is right, even if
the anarchist believes it is wrong. The anarchist believes that there should be
no taking advantage of other people. Taking advantage of people is
damaging to the personal relationships that anarchists hold so dear. The
anarchist believes people should think for themselves, that they should
decide what is best for themselves.

The object is capable of overpowering the subject. The object is able to
enforce rules upon the subject, can decide where the subject walks, when and
how the subject moves. The subject may assume a submissive role in the
relationship between the two. The architecture may dominate the human
being.

According to the anarchistic ideologies described above, the domination of
the object over the subject is detrimental to the relationship. The

Anarchitect does not want the object to dominate the subject. Nor does the
Anarchitect want the subject to dominate the object. The only healthy and

' Tdevised the term anarchitecture independently, without any prior knowledge that

the name had already been claimed by a group of artists in the year 1976, headed by
Gordon Matta-Clark. However, Matta-Clark’s anarchitecture is an “anti”-
architecture. My Anarchitecture is a pro-architecture. Luckily, anarchists would not
try to hold claim to such a thing as a name, and because of the nature of the root
word, I am able to hold onto the term. It should be no surprise that more than one
person has come up with the term anarchitecture independently considering the
similarities of the word.
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desired relationship is one in which the object and the subject coexist
mutually, relying on each other, helping each other.

The architect can choose from three options:
1) The architect can design architecture to dominate the viewer.
2) The architect can design architecture to be dominated by the viewer.
3) The architect can design architecture to coexist with the viewer,
providing the opportunity for both to have an equal role in the
relationship.

The first option takes the form of today’s corporate architecture, retail stores,
malls, and courthouses. This is the architecture that is designed to coerce the
viewer to abide by a pre-defined system of rules and laws. The text is very
explicit: “step out of line, and you’ll get it, bubo.” The relationship is
compromised.

The second option occurs when architects, town planners, city ordinances
and other outside sources place restrictions on the growth, development or
placement of architecture. This occurs when boards or other groups of
people control the look of architecture, forcing a law of similarity upon the
objects. This leaves us with a soul-less architecture, a drab story with little
to no content.

The subject-controlled architecture is a static, unchanging architecture. It is
trapped and cannot escape. The controlled object is like a close friend who is
not allowed to change, develop new interests, or try new things. The soul of
the object is weakened, and therefore, our relationship is damaged.

The third option (the architecture coexisting with the viewer) is defined as
“Anarchitecture”. In anarchy, laws are abolished because the laws are static
and the world is not. Things change with time. What worked for a
community yesterday may not work for that same community today.
Structure exists, but the structure changes depending on what is needed as
determined by the viewers. These changes are not caused by the hand of
God. They are not caused by an exclusive group on a board of directors.
Changes are caused by the viewers, the subjects.

In Anarchitecture, the subject is able to change the object when deemed
necessary or desirable. The changed object contains a new text, edited or re-
written by the viewer. Other members in the community then read this new
text. Each reading of the text is interpreted differently by each viewer—a
great new conversation takes place. But it does not end there.
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The Market:
An Idol Hand

Purchasing, once a necessary evil suffered to obtain the resources
necessary for survival, is now a sacred act; in the religion of capitalism,
in which value comes from financial power and spending is thus proof of
worth, it is a kind of communion. The store is the temple in which the
consumer’s status as one who can buy is affirmed in the actual act of
buying.

--Harbinger, fifth communiqué

Blair Badcock (1998) summarizes the utopian dream of free enterprise
supporters: “that if left to their own devices markets are self regulating and
completely disinterested in distributional outcomes,” (p. 587). She points out that
while markets may be subjective, “the behaviour of some fund managers and
corporate ‘cowboys’ was patently immoral,” (p. 588). Free enterprisers and market
capitalists argue that the invisible hand of the market will continuously work towards
a better world, that competition eventually drives for better products and therefore a
better tomorrow. However, as Badcock somewhat alludes to, there is something
about the indifferent market that encourages immoral behavior by those ahead in the
game. In addition to that, is the market actually indifferent?

It is important to realize that there is a difference between the economy of
goods and the economy of capital. According to the Economist, May 23, 1998, the
trade in goods acts fairly predictably while the trade in capital can react rather
unpredictably. Trade in capital tends to bubble and then crash due to the “herd-like
behaviour of investors...[a]sset prices at times depend less on economic fundamentals
than they do on investors’ expectations of how other investors will act.” The
question then, is whether housing is considered capital or good. Obviously, land and
housing is considered equity because of its ability to be used as a tool for extracting
rent money from people who need housing. However, it is also an essential good; it is
a physical object used by people to live their lives. The Economist, March 1, 2003,
points out another important concept of the market: “the best bet [for a market
economy] is entrepreneurial trial and error.” In other words, in order for the market
to succeed at what its believers want it to do, there must be space for this trial and
error stage; there can be no evolutionary success without the attempts and failures of
entrepreneurs.

Neil Smith argues that our current economic system promotes the
destruction of housing by providing tax breaks for undervaluing property, and by
“supporting and encouraging windfall profits from the process of what is called
‘milking’ of properties—doing no repairs and no maintenance and turning the
property over every few years,” (Rosler, 1991). Smith also devotes two articles
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out, Martin Luther King was assassinated which inspired one of the most massive
wave of riots in American history.” In reaction to this, Lyndon Johnson put together
another group to analyze the riots. The group concluded that the inner city was
hopeless and that riots were sure to happen in the future. Ward states, “They
concluded that if the problem could not be eliminated because of the nature of the
American system of ‘free enterprise,’ then American technology could contain it.”
The commission came to the conclusion that spatial deconcentration was the answer,
meaning, moving the minorities out of the inner city and scatter them elsewhere.

In the same year, 1968, a man by the name of Bernard Weissbourd
developed a plan called the one-four-three-four plan. This plan claims that the largest
proportion of minorities should be no more than ¥4 of the population. A couple years
later, Anthony Downs writes in Urban Problems and Prospects that in order for the
middle class to resettle the inner city, there needed to be a strategy to entice the
minorities to move away. He follows that thought with another book, Opening up
the Suburbs: An Urban Strategy for America, in 1973, which argued for an effective
plan to withdraw economic support from the inner cities. Two years later, in a HUD
sponsored report, Downs digs deeper and, according to Ward, “argue(d) that instead
of being given increased services, minority neighborhoods should be infused with
major demolition projects.”

In 1974, congress enacted the Community Development Act, the aim of
which is plainly stated in its title:

(] reduce the geographic isolation of various economic groups
e  promote spatial deconcentration

. revitalize the inner-city neighborhoods for middle and upper-income groups

In 1977, HUD contracted the Leadership Council for Open Metropolitan
Communities to conduct “mobility experiments”, in which 400 Chicago families
were removed to the suburbs. One year later, the director of the General Accounting
Office, Henry Eschwege, wrote a letter to the secretary of HUD, Patricia Harris,
which Ward claims was an intimidating warning. He wrote, “HUD needs to develop
an implementation plan for deconcentration.” He then advised her to stop
implementing revitalization projects for the minority populations, claiming that it
was not conducive to the ideology of “spatial deconcentration.”

2 Well known journalist Earl Caldwell has argued for years that there were other

parties involved in the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Caldwell was staying
at the same motel as King, heard the fatal shot and ran out of his room moments
afterward. He and many others claimed to have seen someone in bushes near the
hotel disassemble something, put it away and leave the scene. Caldwell has spent
many years of his life chasing down witnesses and gathering evidence that eventually
led a Memphis court, in 1999, to conclude that the evidence that James Earl Ray
acted alone was inconclusive. In addition, it concluded that the evidence supporting
the accusation of state agencies conspiring to assassinate King was more than
sufficient. Hence, chronologically, we see the US government and military officials
coming to the conclusion that blacks and minorities were dangerous if allowed to
congregate; two weeks later a popular leader and uniter of minorities is murdered
with the state implicated; the next couple decades is spent implementing the racist
strategy of spatial deconcentration.
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As the community members change, the conversation changes. As that
happens, the text of the Architecture is re-read, the context changes, the soul
of the object changes, and so the conversation between the object and subject
has changed. In a new conversation, the subject interacts with the
architecture in a new way, and is able to change it as deems necessary or
desirable. The architecture and the viewer are equals, engaged in a
conversation. Anarchitecture is essential for a healthy relationship between
object and subject.

Anarchy sees change as expected, as essential. Anarchy expects people to
voice their opinions to create change. Anarchitecture is an architecture that
expects and encourages change.

The designers of Washington DC designed the city partly to make the size
of protesting crowds look smaller than they actually are. They designed to
diminish the chance for change. They designed an architecture of silence, of
lies, of death. Anarchitecture is the opposite of that: Anarchitecture allows
for protest to be shown for what it is—it encourages protest and the voicing
of opinions.

Anarchitecture is not the revolution—it allows for and encourages the
revolution. Architecture without human beings is a lonely, friendless
architecture.

Be wary of the designer who wishes to impose laws and rules upon the
viewer. Be wary of these artists, these dictators, these Artistictators. They
believe that their interpretation is the only interpretation. They try to force
a specific reading of their texts upon the viewers. Artistictators believe they
are omnipotent. They do not allow differing interpretations of space. Ideas
that do not fit their own views detest them.

Anarchitecture is concerned with the members of the community.
Anarchitecture is concerned with the relationships between these members.
Anarchitecture encourages healthy, equal and coexisting relationships.
Anarchitecture expects and encourages changes in these relationships.
Anarchitecture provides the means for people to voice their concerns.
Anarchitecture is designed for change; the text is designed to be re-written.
It must be re-written. Perspectives change as individuals change. Our
perspective as a people will change. There are no static laws. Therefore,
there are no laws
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there was not one person of color. The Lower East Side community was so upset by
the overt racism in the planning that they chased the artists out of a community
board meeting and successfully fought for the dissolution of the program.

The Koch administration in NYC also played a hand in helping developers
more than community members. The plan under Koch was to glorify the business
prospects in NYC to other businesses and corporations, claiming that the climate was
rich and inviting. But the public was told that the climate was “fragile [in order to]
justify generous concessions to mobile corporations and to the government’s elite
supporters,” (Sites, 1994, p. 194).

Smith also notes that the legislation against redlining came at a point when
investment in the inner city became profitable (Rosler, 1991). He also questions plans
to open up the suburbs to minorities stating:

Likewise, the legislation that opened up the suburbs to working-class
people, but especially to racial minorities, was an especially cruel hoax.
The claim was that minorities were now going to gain access to suburban
areas; the scam was that minorities were steered quite deliberately into
the poorest, oldest suburbs, to help replicate the same process of
disinvestment that went on in the inner city.

Wasserman has gathered a list of participants in a number of state planning groups
from the first half of the 20" century. The Regional Planning Association (RPA) of
1929 consisted of business elites from the First National Bank, J.P. Morgan Trust and
the Rockefeller Institute. The Director of the RPA, Thomas Adams, proposed a plan
involving yacht basins along the East River. The Board of Directors of the Lower
East Side Planning Association of 1930 included five bank presidents, three vice
presidents, and several members of New York Taxpayers’ Association.

Probably the most heated argument charging the state with complicity with
the gentrification process is from Yolanda Ward.” After uncovering a housing
program in 1979 called the Regional Housing Mobility Program, after researching
public documents and publications, Ward came to the conclusion:

It is now clear, in 1980, that instead of being economic, the manifest crises
that plague inner-city minorities are founded in a problem of control...
rooted in an apparent bone-chilling fear that inner-city minorities are
uncontrollable.

The Riots in the 1960’s led the federal government to study the problem and in turn
issued a report called the National Advisory Commission Report on Civil Disorders,
also known as the Kerner Commission Report. A few weeks after the report came

' Yolanda Ward’s article “Spatial Deconcentration” is based on both available public

documents as well as on materials stolen from the HUD office in Washington DC.
The only publication of this article was for a housing conference in Washington DC
with only 500 copies being printed. According to World War 3 Illustrated, “shortly
after this first publication, Ms. Ward and two associates were accosted on a
Washington street one night by two well-dressed white men, who singled out Ms.
Ward from her two friends, ordered her at gunpoint to lie face down in the street, and
then shot her in the back of the head.”
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population it represents; the state is a social organizer. Being that there are many

different populations in the US, we must look at the historical actions of the state in
order to determine its intentions and also whom it represents. This is an exhaustive
task and the evidence will show that the answers are both confusing and misleading.

Benefactor

In terms of housing, the state is able to contribute to the vitality of the people by
passing laws designed to keep them healthy and safe. In 1856, a commission was set
up to figure out how to deal with the tenement in terms of the squalor and virulent
lifestyles associated with them. The first tenement law was passed in 1857 (Mele,
2000) with the Tenement House Act following in 1879 (Plunz, 1994). Plunz reminds
us of Dr. John H. Griscom who, in the 19 century, came to the conclusion that the
only people who could possibly create better living conditions for tenants were the
landlords. However, he found that in the capitalist, market driven system, there was
no incentive to do so. In the next century, the state tried to create incentive to better
living conditions by creating 421a and J-51. These gave landlords and owners an
incentive to invest in their property by giving them tax breaks. The landlord could
make the apartment buildings more livable while saving money on taxes and
therefore not having to raise the rent. In the 1974 General Assembly, the first anti-
redlining legislation was passed in Illinois. This led to a national movement against
the practice, which involves banks and lenders circumscribing around a poor or
undesirable neighborhood in red ink. Their aim was to avoid these red-circled
neighborhoods and to favor the circles surrounding the wealthier neighborhoods, who
were “new, homogeneous, and in demand in good times and bad” (Fair Housing
Council of Suburban Philadelphia, 2001).

While developers were trying to buy up land in the Lower East Side during
the first half of the 20™ century, the state countered them and developed low-income
housing projects. In 1934 the New York City Housing Authority developed First
Houses, then Vladek Houses, and the 1940’s saw the development of Jacob Riis and
Lillian Wald Houses (Wasserman, 1994). In the 1960’s, Mayor Lindsay also directed
the development of low-income housing (Sites, 1994).

Complicity

The acts of the state, however, are not seen as beneficial by all parties. For instance,
William Sites critiques the 421a and J-s1 tax laws as aiding the destruction of housing
for low-income single men. Owners received monetary incentive to turn dingy one-
room apartments into multi-room condominium-type apartments. The state
inadvertently funded the owner’s renovation, thereby diminishing the housing in the
Lower East Side (1994). Wasserman (1994) also points out that while the city
developed low-income housing throughout the 30’s and 40’s, the rents for these
“affordable” housing projects were still beyond the means of the poor residents of the
neighborhood.

Martha Rosler (1991) points to The Artists’ Home Ownership Program
(AHOP) as a questionable state policy. The city initiated the plan in the early 1980’s
to help the arts community in the Lower East Side, applying the last bit of federal
dollars available to offset housing prices. Of the 117 artists picked for the program
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anarchy - 1539, from M.L. anarchia, from Gk.
anarkhia "lack of a leader," noun of state from
anarkhos "rulerless," from an- "without" + arkhos
"leader."

architect - 1563, from M.Fr. architecte, from L.
architectus, from Gk. arkhitekton "master builder,"
from arkhi- "chief" + tekton "builder, carpenter.”
Architecture also is from 1563.

hierarchy - c.1343, from O.Fr. ierarchie, from M.L.
hierarchia "ranked division of angels" (in the system
of Dionysius the Areopagite), from Gk. hierarchia
"rule of a high priest," from hierarches "high priest,
leader of sacred rites," from ta hiera "the sacred
rites" (neut. pl. of hieros "sacred") + archein "to lead,
rule.”" Sense of "ranked organization of persons or
things" first recorded 1619, initially of clergy,
probably infl. by higher.’

Semantics

An important point which should be made at the outset
is that the final authority for labeling particular
groups and individuals “Bushmen” has lain with
people other than the “Bushmen” themselves.

Pieter Jolly"

There is no universally accepted definition of the
Bushman, nor has everybody even agreed upon a
common name for them.

Carlos Valiente-Noailles™

The terminology surrounding the Bushmen is quite complex and
riddled with underlying prejudices. A condensed list of the different names
used to categorize this group of people includes:

e !Kung,

e Basarwa (both Nharo and Kutse),
e  Bushmen,

o Kua,

e San, and

¢ Ju/’hoansi.
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Although the term “Bushmen” comes from one of the first names
applied to this group of people by outside communities (Dutch colonialists
called them Bosjesmannen), I choose to use it throughout this text. After
careful research and deliberation, it is clear that although the name may have
been derogatory at the time of colonization, Bushmen is losing the negative
context and is increasingly becoming the most acceptable term.

!Kung is probably the most widely known name of the Bushmen®.
However, this term only encompasses a certain subgroup of Bushmen who
live in what was once designated as Bushmanland in Namibia’. Ju/’hoansi is
the term that the !Kung call themselves in their own language. The term
Basarwa is the Botswana term for Bushmen, and writers usually distinguish
between Basarwa living in different parts of the country. Hence, there is a
group known as Naro Basarwa and one called Kutse Basarwa. San is a term
given to the Bushmen by their neighbors, the Hottentots. Translations of

the word San are somewhat derogatory and include “aborigines”, “settlers

proper”, “food-gatherers”, and “rascals”. A much more sensitive term is Kua,
used by the group of Bushmen who live in parts of the Central Kalahari
Game Reserve in Botswana. Susan Kent, among others, mistakenly claims
that the term Kua refers to a distinct dialect spoken by some Bushmen.
However, after researching in southern Africa for the last twenty-five years,
Valiente-Noailles documents that Kua refers to the people and that Kuadam

refers to the language.
Dialect

One of the defining characteristics of Bushman language is the use of
different forms of clicks. However, other groups besides the Bushmen
incorporate clicks into language, and it is assumed that the Bushmen
acquired the rare phonetic from their neighbors, the Hottentots. This
language of clicks is usually classified as Khoisan, a word derived from
Khoikhoi (the name the Hottentots call themselves) and San. Anthropologists
had to commandeer typical keyboard symbols in order to represent the
sounds of the Khoisan language. Valiente-Noailles wrote one of the most
extensive descriptions of each symbol and its sound. I will reproduce a
passage from his text The Kua for brevity’s sake.

The !'Kung is the most widely recognized subgroup of Bushmen probably due to
Marjorie Shostak’s novel Nisa, the Life and Words of a !Kung Woman. She later
wrote a second novel about her return to Nisa’s village a number of years later.
According to Butler, “South Africa created Bushmanland about 30 years ago [circa
1967] as part of an attempt to segregate ethnic groups under apartheid.”i The eastern
section in Namibia was evidently renamed Nyae Nyae.
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The State:
Riot Geared

A commission was set-up to study the riots, consisting of representatives
of the military, business and government. They did not believe that
poverty cause the riots. They blaimed (sic) the riots on the people.
Crowded together in the inner city, poor people could communicate and
organize and create resistance. Their solution was to break up this mass
of people and push them out of the city. Already bad areas would be
allowed to get worse. Cops would turn a blind eye to drugs and arson.
Then people would be offered bribes to leave. The area would be
renovated for a “better” class of people. Rents would soar. People would
have to sleep on the street while “ware-housed” apartments were empty.”
This plan has already resulted in a wave of homelessness. What are
people going to do about it?

--Peter Kyper and Seth Tobocaman

According to anthropological history and other social-Darwinists, the State
is the final evolutionary social structure, the more primitive structures being of the
three categories: Egalitarian; Rank; and Stratified (Fried, 1996). While this type of
thinking has been largely debunked by the very same institution which helped create
it (Anthropology), this evolutionary myth seems to be as pervasive now as it was at
the time of its first arrival. When discussing the prospect of restructuring a country
or other area of land, the discussion seems to revolve around what kind of State it will
eventually become. It is refreshing to learn of the collective movement of both Jews
and Palestinians in the 1940’s who argued together for a “no-state” solution to the
proposed Jewish homeland. The integrated community found living side by side
without formal borders refreshing and easy. It is even more refreshing to hear of a
collective movement of both Jews and Palestinians today, who are still arguing for
the same “no state” solution.® Further research on the psychology of a formal state
border would be necessary to fully discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the
egalitarian, rank, stratified and state solutions to social structuring.

The state, then, is an entity aiming to maintain the structure of the

17 Warehousing refers to the practice of landlords keep apartments off the market,

eating the cost, waiting for the time when they can put them on the market for a
higher rent.
For an introductory look into this movement, go to

http://www.zmag.org/content/showarticle.cfm?Section]D=22 &ItemID=4100.
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Figure 5. Iso-annums of disinv;estment,. 1988-96 i

From Smith, Neil and James DeFilippis, 1996

Figure 6. Iso-Annums of reinvestment, 1988-96

From Smith, Neil and James DeFilippis, 1996
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/ dental: y separating the tip of the tongue from the front
teeth with a degree of suction, a sound is produced similar to
that used by ourselves to indicate annoyance. The mouth
assumes a position as in smiling, only slightly open. The
tongue starts from the ‘t’ position.

= alveolar-palatal: upon opening the mouth, the crown or
predorsal area of the tongue is abruptly separated from the
prepalate (above the upper teeth) producing a dry sound.

!'retroflex: the tip of the tongue is arched upwards and
then unfolded forward fro the palate to produce a sound that
with some exaggeration has been compared with a cork being
withdrawn from a bottle.

// lateral: the lateral suction of air between the molars
gives rise to a sound similar to that employed to make a horse
start up: the tongue is doubled backwards and the mouth
partially opened.

xx: sonorous guttural: impossible to describe in a clear
understandable way.

an- + arkhos*

The Bushmen do not have a representative system of governance.
Throughout the era of colonialism of Africa, writers described encounters
with Bushmen chiefs, which has led many people throughout the years to
assume that they have a formal system of leadership. This falsehood was in
large part due to the fact that Colonizers were so used to their own forms of
government that they just assumed that people could only survive with an
ordained chief.’

Anarchy is a largely misunderstood word. When heard on the Fox News or other
mainstream media, it is supposed to mean “chaos” or “disorder”. Even Webster’s
Student Dictionary defines it as “total lack of order or government” as if lack of one
the same as the lack of the other. Broken down, the word simply means “lack of (or
against) a leader (or master)”, which turns out to be neither “lack of order” nor “lack
of government”.

When the colonizers landed in Africa and met the Bushmen, they arrogantly
assumed that they must have chiefs, so instead of learning about the way their society
worked, they looked for the Bushman who seemed most likely to be chief and dealt
with him. Perhaps it would be wrong to charge the colonizers with arrogance, since I
am looking with hindsight. However, before we give colonizers the benefit of the
doubt when it comes to arrogance, let’s keep reading. Later on in the discussion we
will see modern colonizers arrogantly assuming more falsehoods about Bushmen.
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One of the problems of understanding the leadership of the
Bushmen is that sometimes they do actually rely on chiefs or leaders. While
this seems to contradict the previous paragraph, we must understand what
being a leader actually entails. First, the status of Bushmen leadership does
not entail any special favors or kickbacks, and leaders are quoted to be “as
thin as the rest”."® Second, this leadership position is only achieved by
having a history of giving sound advice, speaking well, and acting wisely. In
a sense, one obtains this position once one displays the qualities pertaining to
the leadership role. The leader of the group plays the role of advice-giver,
not decision-maker, and is usually called upon to give advice pertaining to
matters at hand. If advice is sought regarding a conflict between two people,
the leader will give advice and the parties in conflict will weigh the advice
and make their own decisions. If advice is needed regarding the whole
community, the leader will offer advice, but the community decides as a
whole. This leadership position is ephemeral; if the community feels that
the advice from the leader is unsound or unwise, they will not seek his or her
advice, hence, leadership status is lost.’

The Bushmen are normally actively against the idea of a ranking
status.” Even sexual differentiation of space is almost non-existent. Some

culture. To see what I mean, skip ahead to the section called “The Ecological
Balance”, or read Susan Kent’s article “Does Sedentarization Promote Gender
Inequality?” cited in this text.i

When Smith, et al. states that the leader of the Bushmen is “as thin as the rest”, they
are in fact quoting Lorna Marshal, who was actually commenting on the leadership of
the Ju/’oansi.

The ephemeral status of Bushmen leaders exemplifies the difference between a
representative and a direct democracy. In a representative democracy, a number of
people elect someone to represent them. This one elected person makes decisions
based upon the majority of those they represent. In a representative democracy, one’s
voice is represented by an elected official. If there are many voices, the elected
official represents the mean average or sometimes the mode average (and sometimes
the richest average), thus silencing many voices. Bushmen community relations
demonstrate how a direct democracy might work. In a direct democracy, every
person has a voice as to how the community should be run. It should be noted that
the term “direct democracy” is sometimes used in conjunction with the term
“anarchy”.

There are extensive studies on the Bushmen and in recent years, their lifestyles are
changing rapidly. However, in order to conduct a study on Bushman Spatiality, it is
necessary to keep in mind that the changes taking place today are not necessarily the
cultural conservatism that the Bushmen have practiced for the last 40,000 years.i
Rather, these changes can be seen as being oppressively mandated by dictatorial,
quasi-democratic governments. So, when I refer to the normal patterns of behavior
of the Bushmen, I am referring to widely held practices and beliefs prior to the
sudden shift of events around the turn of the 21* Century.
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organizations. Besides the market, was there a system of checks and balances for the
plans of real estate developers? If the market had not crashed in the early 1930’s,
would the Lower East Side have continued with the upscale momentum of the 1920’s?

Neil Smith, Betsy Duncan, and Laura Reid (1994) argue that gentrification
actually begins with real estate developers and their investment practices. They
studied and mapped tax arrears in the Lower East Side to conclude that the
gentrification frontier is more accurately the invisible flow of capital rather than an
influx of the middle-class (Figures 5-6). The concept they put forth is that if the
property owner does not pay real estate taxes, the government will not foreclose until
after the 12" quarter (the third year). With this in mind, they state that when a
property owner decides to consistently withhold paying taxes until the 12™ quarter,
that owner is making the statement that he is willing to participate in tax delinquency
as well as hold onto that particular property. This in turn implies that while the
owner is withholding funds from the federal government, he is also withholding
funds from the property, allowing it to fall into disarray: disinvestment.

In order to make money on their investments, however, the real estate
developers eventually need to entice people to move into their buildings. In addition
to the BoHo real estate pages mentioned above, George Anderson (2003) writes that a
70 page advertising supplement called “HOMES; the Finest Luxury Apartments in
Manhattan” was sent to his Lower East Side apartment building. He noted that this
supplement is not sent to every neighborhood, but only to those deemed to have “a
prestige zip-code”.

It should also be noted that names like BoHo are often created to rebrand a
location. For instance, while the name “Loisada” may not be inviting to the middle-
and upper-classes (partly due to the fact that it is a Latino derivation of “Lower East
Side”), the name “Alphabet City” helps sell the idea of a new cleaner neighborhood.
The name “East Village” was also a name used by the real estate developers to entice
a new breed of inhabitants. The underground poetry scene used this term
sarcastically, to distinguish themselves from “The Village”, while the real estate
developers used it to attract people looking for a “Village” lifestyle. Notice that maps
from before the 1960’s do not distinguish between the upper and lower part of the
Lower East Side, there is no mention of an “East Village”
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Real Estate Developers:
Spatial Entrepreneurs®

The Armory celebrates the teaming of the Wild Wild West with ten
percent down payment and twelve months’ free maintenance. The trail
blazers have done their work. West 42™ street has been tamed,
domesticated and polished into the most exciting, freshest, most energetic
new neighborhood in New York.

--advertisement cited by Neil Smith, 1991

The Arts community is by no means the only player in the process of
gentrification. Suzanne Wasserman (1994) traces the history of real estate
development in the Lower East Side, revealing that developers had their eyes on the
neighborhood even in the 1920’s. After initial efforts to widen Allen, Chrystie and
Forsyth streets, developers such as Samuel Ageloff, Saul Birns, Edwin Lahn and Fred
French invested time and money developing plans for modern high-rises. French
coined the phrase “walk to work” for an earlier project, the $100 million Tudor City,
“which covered several acres and included lawns, trees, and an 18-hole miniature golf
course, all within a five-minute walk of midtown,” (p. 101). Backed by this concept,
French pushed for redeveloping the Lower East Side for Wall Streeters and other
white collar workers, so they could live closer to their place of business. As stated
above, during this time bank executives were on the board of the Lower East Side
Planning Association, and the East Side Chamber of Commerce included local
landlords, developers, merchants, planners and business people. One has to wonder
where to draw the line between the developers, the investors and the local political

6 On January 14", 2004, George W. Bush announced to the country a new vision for

space exploration. In his address, he states, “I want to thank the astronauts who are
with us, the courageous spacial entrepreneurs who set such a wonderful example for
the young of our country.” I’m not quite sure if Bush intentionally made up a word,
but if one looks up “spacial” in the dictionary, it will either not be there, or it will
instruct you to “see spatial”’. Henry Rollins recently addressed the Pratt Institute
student body saying “I don’t think astronauts buy and sell space,” so he wonders how
they can be considered “spatial entrepreneurs.” I think the term more technically
describes real estate developers.
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anthropologists point to the practice of the /Kung, who sometimes segregate
the area around their hearth in terms of the male side and the female side.
However, Susan Kent argues that this practice is not mandatory and occurs
mostly at formal occasions or while sleepin‘g.Vi Also, while sex-roles are
obvious to the initial observer (simply put, men hunt and women gather),
Bushmen have been known to take on the role of the opposite sex when
necessary. Valiente-Noailles has documented numerous cases of men
gathering nuts and berries, as well as women who make and use their own
hunting tools to catch live game. In addition to crossing the sex-line,
Valiente-Noailles disputes the idea that the meat is the most important part
of the Bushman diet. While it has been heavily documented that the prized
Mongongo Nuts make up the bulk of nutrition for Bushmen", it has been
suggested that hunting is considered more important because the community
will begin to complain when meat is scarce, and rejoice enthusiastically when
hunters return with meat. But, as Valiente-Noailles notes, the same will
happen if there is a dry-spell of nuts and roots. He points out that this
happens with any lack, and that even though the hunted food is rarer than
the gathered food, Bushmen place an equal amount of importance in both

types.i

arkhi- + tekton

The construction of the physical structures in the Bushman
community is quite simple, with little importance placed on them. In fact,
the only physical structures in most Bushmen settlements are the huts, and
in some cases fences. The reason for the small amount of emphasis being
placed on the huts is the fact that Bushmen do not spend much time in them.
Unless it is raining, all activities occur outside of the hut, and mainly around
the fire. Since the Bushmen sleep around the fire outside of the hut, and
since they have few possessions and no reason to lock them away, the hut
takes on more of an emergency shelter in case of inclement weather.

The knowledge incorporated in building a hut is known by virtually
everyone in the community. Anyone who wants to construct a hut can do so
within a matter of hours. First, one swipes a circle in the dirt. Next, one
digs holes at equal intervals around the circle (fig. 1). Then, one gathers
sticks and places them in the hole, bowing them at the top to join them in the
form a dome-like structure (fig. 2). Then, one gathers grasses to thatch the
outside of the structure. And finally, one thatches the inside of the hut (fig.
3)." Even Bushman children are able to build their own huts and are usually
encouraged to do so when they grow old enough to question the adult
relations inside the family hut.
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Figure 1: digging holes for hug, along inscribed circle in dirt
From Alf Wannenburgh, The Bushmen, 1979
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Figure 2: Forming dome structure for hu

From Alf Wannenburgh, The Bushmen, 1979
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perceptions, down to a symbol on its hide. In terms of clothing, a company uses it’s
“brand name” to entice consumers to purchase the products. The brand, then, is a
symbol which represents the value of the product. With enough attention and
recognition, the brand becomes what Pierre Bourdieu calls the habitus. He states
“the habitus is the universalizing mediation which causes an individual agent’s
practices, without either explicit reason or signifying intent, to be none the less
‘sensible’ and ‘reasonable,”” (1977) The branding as habitus allows for the individual
to equate a symbol with a value far removed from the object bearing that symbol.

The branding of the Lower East Side came about by entrepreneurs trying to
sell “place”. And the place they were selling was the place of the underground artist.
Instead of ripping off the elite in SoHo, gallery owners realized that their clientele
were now interested in “underground art”; they could therefore begin ripping them
off in a cheaper neighborhood. However, in order to sell, the brand did not need to
include the immigrant families struggling to survive, the homeless men in need and
want of home, or the community members who actually questioned why middle class
youths would move into a neighborhood where rents were increasing and the quality
of housing was shoddy at best. According to Christopher Mele, “Neighborhood
organizers viewed the artists and their self-promotion as politically threatening to the
interests of the low-income and minority communities in the East Village.” He
quotes a local activist who said, “People with choices should choose not to move to
the Lower East Side,” (2000, pp. 233-234).

At a recent round table discussion at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, Paul
Lipson discussed branding in a different light. Paul started The Point, in the Bronx,
and argues that branding Hunts Point helped to recreate the image from prostitution
and drugs to economic potential. He stated, “I think economics follow the branding.
Banks can come now, before we couldn’t make that case,” (Community Nourishes
Art, Art In Turn Must Nourish Community). To back up his point, he cited hip-hop
artists who now sell their own clothing lines; branding helped them sell themselves in
order to succeed in the economic world.

It is important to note what happens in reducing meaning to a symbol. As
stated above, branding allows for the phenomena of habitus, when the consumer is
blind to the meaning of the object and instead believes in a meaning inspired not by
sense or logic but by outside agents. Elizabeth Burke, co-director of Clementine
Gallery in Chelsea, provides us with a more concrete example of this phenomenon.
In the keynote address for the 2™ Guilford College Alumni Art Exchange, speaking to
a crowd of alumni, artists, and students, she stated that one of the worst things that
could happen to you as an artist was for the price of your work to go down. Because,
she continued, “when the clientele sees this happen, they begin to question whether
the art is good or not,” (Burke, 2004). In the case that Burke presents, the price is the
branding. The clientele replaces the meaning and value of the art with the value of
the sticker price.

Whether in terms of art or neighborhood, replaced meaning disrupts the
value and has consequences for either the better or worse. In the Lower East Side, the
branding of the East Village left out the meaning of a community fighting for social
justice and decent housing. The irony is that while the underground art scene was
drawn to the East Side initially because of its reputation of resisting capitalistic
exploitation and promoting indigenous social values, it’s branding became capitalistic
and exploitative, which helped erode the community and import middle class values.
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The Arts:
Truffle Pigs

The truffle pigs do not get to eat the truffles.
--Joan Byron, Community Nourishes Art; Art, in Turn, Must Nourish Community

It is a common view that the young, middle-class, artsy cohort is one of the
main causes of gentrification. John Palatella (2003) begins charting this phenomenon
with the poetry scene of the Lower East Side from 1968 through the 1970’s. By this
time, he claims, Chelsea and SoHo have become such institutionalized art districts,
that the underbelly of writers of the time moved away in search of a more subversive
environment. They settled in the Lower East Side and mainly kept to themselves,
surrounding themselves with their cliquish community.

Christopher Mele documents that the following decade saw a great number
of underground artists flow into the Lower East Side (2000). This was in part due to,
once again, the inflated art scene in SoHo and uptown. In the Lower East Side, fringe
artists could live cheaply without worrying about “making the sale”. However, the
idea of escaping the corporate art world backfired on them: the elite consumers
followed their trail down to the Lower East Side. Mele writes:

Within two years of the appearance of the first commercial galleries, a
“second wave” of new, more professional galleries were opened by
“dealers who live[d] outside the neighborhood”. As the speculative art
market continued to expand in the early 1980’s, the professionalization of
the East village gallery scene began to mimic that of SoHo (2000, p. 232).

Landlords in the East Village saw their opportunity to make money and raised rents.
One art dealer saw his monthly rent soar from $950 to $5000 (Sholette, 1997). Neil
Smith said landlords “calculated explicitly that by enticing artists and galleries to the
neighborhood they would in turn raise real estate prices and rent,” (1999, 638-653).
Smith and DeFilippis also describe the branding of the Lower East Side and
its connection to both the art world and the market. Branding involves condensing
the vitality of something into a smaller number of symbols, thereby reducing the
meaning of what one is branding. When a cow is branded, it is reduced from an
animal to a number. Brand name clothing needs a symbol sewn into it to sell, as
opposed to relying on the quality of the fabric or stitch. The branding of the Lower
East Side gained momentum in the 1990’s via visual and electronic media. Smith
mentions such iconic topics such as the Tompkins Square Park stand-up series on
Comedy Central, the MTV movie Joe’s Apartment which promoted a contest offering
an apartment in the neighborhood, the off- then on- Broadway production RENT,
and a web based soap opera called The East Village. Smith cites a New York Times
article in which the creator of the soap opera, Charles Platkin, who had also been
trying to build a spin-off record label and clothing line, said, “What we’ve tried to do
is take the energy from the East village and create a brand name for it,” (1999, p. 648).
Branding is a tool and can be used for different purposes. In the case of
cattle, branding reduces all of the intricacies of an animal, unnoticed by human
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- Figﬁré 3:7Thatchmg inside and outside of Hut
From Alf Wannenburgh, The Bushmen, 1979
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Figure 4: stylized representation of Bushman Settlement
From Dora P. Crouch and June G. Johnson, Traditions in Architecture, 2001
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were imposed. These requirements effectively made it

i
HousE ! impossible to build on single lots, forcing small
— developers out of the business of building tenements
{_ )| oeucees asa proracrie Feuce and, according to Plunz and Abu-Lughod, “Large capital
began to monopolize the tenement market,” (p. 71). The
% GOATS CORRAL (MAE wifh THORNY BRANCHES) | construction of these tenements continued in the Lower
East Side up until about 1910, when the housing stock
€D | stazere rusce roo e conrs ks actually began to decrease. This decrease in housing
coincided with the decline in population as well as the
©® | Bares creation of bridge approaches, street widenings, housing
projects, the Depression in the 1930’s and stricter
% e immigration laws. Throughout the 1960’s and 1970’s, the
et number of tenements decreased again due to
e | SR e e A abandonment, arson and demolition. Plunz and Abu- o
i“"g e e e S Lughod state tlfat “toc‘lay, some one hundred ‘and fifty
39 years after the invention of the New York City
éa,o: LET;LE S tenement, housing reformers are still trying to find a !_ =
2 solution to the problems they symbolized,” (pg 77).

Figure 5: Key for Figure 6 Figure 3. Tenement of 1863, for

From Carlos Valiente-Noailles, The Kua, 1993 twelve families on each flat.
D, Dark. L, Light. H, Halls.
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Figure 6: Map of section of permanent Bushman settlement
From Carlos Valiente-Noailles, The Kua, 1993

Figure 4. The evolution of a railroad flat from a row house
Source: New York State Assembly, Tenement House Committee, Report of 1885, as reprinted
in Richard Plunz, A History of Housing in New York City (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1990), p. 13
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Figure 2. Hell’s Kitchen and Sebastopol. From Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives, 1901

In 1878, Edward T. Potter suggested that one could design more suitable
housing by building on multiple lots, which would allow for air slots for light and
ventilation. However, developers and designers instead opted for the “dumb-bell”
(Old Law) tenement, which was still built on a single lot and sat on 8o of the area.
Although the Board of Health enforced this plan, the secretary of the New York
chapter of the American Institute of Architects, Alfred J. Bloor, heatedly criticized
the plan for including “the dark middle room, which is the horror of physicians and
visitors among the poor, which has been so strenuously inveighed against by the
Board of Health,” (pp. 68-69). Regardless of the public and political concern, the

miserable conditions of the tenement existed up to the 20™ Century, probably because,

as Plunz surmises, “the economic profitability of tenements provided through private
enterprise was too strong a force in New York to be undermined,” (p. 70).

Due to persistent community concern, largely aided and partly inspired by Jacob Riis’
reporting as well as his 1890 and 1901 publication of How the Other Half Lives, the
beginning of the 20™ century brought the Tenement House Act of 1901, which set new
standards for the building type. Harking back to the visionary Edward Potter,
dimensions of air shafts increased, heights became regulated, rear yards had
minimum widths, windows were required in every room and egress requirements
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From Carlos Valiente-Noailles, The Kua, 1993
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Figure 9: Site Plan of |Gai=nas
+ = Visitor; M = Fireplace for Medicine Dance; T = Tree; F = Fireplaces for huts; 1-13 = huts
From Thomas Widlok, Mapping Spatial and Social Permeability, 1999

Figure 10: Permeability Map of !Gai=nas
+ = Visitor; M = Fireplace for Medicine Dance; F = Fireplaces for huts; 1-13 = huts
From Thomas Widlok, Mapping Spatial and Social Permeability, 1999
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Tenementrification

Tenement: any house, building, or portion thereof, which is rented,

leased, let, or hired out to be occupied or is occupied, as the home or

residence of more than three families living independently of one another

and doing their own cooking on the premises, or by more than two

families upon a floor, so living and cooking and having a common right in

the halls, stairways, yards, water-closets, or privies, or some of them.
--as defined by the Tenement House Act of 1867

According to Richard Plunz and Janet Abu-Lughod (1994), in 1811, New
York City was divided into 25-by-100-foot lot grid system, somewhat based the
existing dimension of floor joists, and “as a housing type, the tenement was generated
by the desire to maximize density within the constraint of the 25-by-100-foot building
lot system,” (p. 65). Plunz and Abu-Lughod also claim that throughout the first half
of the 19" century in New York City, new housing was built only for the affluent.
The poor usually either built their own housing or adapted previous standing
structures for their own uses. Thus, a few families would change a large single family
dwelling into a few separate apartments.

Lin states that due to the increase in immigration in the 1840’s and 50’s, 1200
tenement buildings sprang up on the Lower East Side “replacing the ramshackle
wooden shacks in the blocks just west of the shipyards,” (p. 45). As the population
soared and space became limited, Plunz and Abu-Lughod state that “by 1865 hundreds
of Manhattan blocks had been overbuilt as converted tenement housing, with no
standards for minimum space, light, or ventilation,” (Figure 3). Political pressure
eventually led to the formation of an 1856 commission to deal with the “tenement
problem”. The following year, “the state legislature approved a comprehensive law
defining standards for building construction in New York City,” and 1858 saw the
passing of the Tenement House Act, (pg. 66).
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Figure 1. Frank Lloyd Wright’s drawing of proposed St. Mark’s Place tower for

Architectural Record, 1930. Frank Lloyd Wright drawings are copyright 1999 The Frank
Lloyd Wright Foundation, Scottsdale, Arizona.
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Figure 11: Site Plan of Botos
From Thomas Widlok, Mapping Spatial and Social Permeability, 1999

Figure 12: Permeability Map of Botos
From Thomas Widlok, Mapping Spatial and Social Permeability, 1999
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The Bushmen have often been described as being nomadic
communities. But, as Dora Crouch and June Johnson distinguish, the people
are nomadic while their architecture is temporary.” As Bushmen move
about and change settlements, they leave the physical huts behind and build
new ones upon arrival. An interesting point here is that instead of creating a
settlement out of nomadic structures, the Bushmen create their structures
within the settlements to which they travel.

Valiente-Noailles distinguishes between four different types of
Bushmen settlements. He describes the first type as permanent. This is the
settlement that people claim they are from. Communities remain in the
permanent settlement until it is time to move on, due to such factors as food
shortage or water scarcity. The second type is transitory, which is used
when looking for food and water. The third type described is “artificial” and
relates to the random settlements around new boreholes (leading to a water
source). These communities are haphazard and awkward and only in
existence because of the holes created by government officials as some sort of
favor. Finally, the fourth type of settlement is described as “the bush”.
Usually only a small number of people will live in one area in the bush
together. The bush is abundant with fruits, nuts and water, so people tend to
settle there when there is a lack of resources in the main settlement.i

Crouch and Johnson present an illustration of a Bushman settlement
represented in this text (fig. 4). Figure 4 illustrates a few basic qualities of
Bushman settlements. There are usually a number of huts grouped together
in a small cluster. There are also fire circles used for dances and singing.
Since this is a settlement used mainly for initiation ceremonies, there is a
separate circle designated for this purpose. This was probably not the best
illustration to present in a text such as Crouch and Johnson’s. While it is
one of the simplest and cleanest representations found on the subject, it
represents a rarely used type of settlement.

Valiente-Noailles presents a number of illustrations, extensively
documenting the permanent, temporary and even the artificial settlements
(figs. 5-8). Here, we can see the difference between the different types of
settlements. For instance, the distance between the huts in the permanent
settlement is much greater than in the temporary settlement. The fact that
Valiente-Noailles chose to represent trees makes sense only after reading the
text. Trees are an important part of the settlement as they provide shade
during the hot afternoons. When creating a new settlement, Bushmen make
sure to choose a place with a large shady tree. One of the other differences
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Association’s board consisted of bank executives but no local residents. And
regarding the East Side Chamber of Commerce, which embraced the many plans to
revitalize the Lower East Side, Mele claims that the “members included a faction of
local landlords, outside developers, and area merchants, as well as influential planners
and businesspeople from across the city,” (p. 95). Wasserman (1996) tackles the
Regional Planning Association (RPA) of 1929, claiming it consisted of business elites
from the First National Bank, J.P. Morgan Trust and the Rockefeller Institute. The
Director of the RPA, Thomas Adams, even proposed a plan involving yacht basins
along the East River.

Wasserman then describes the LaGuardia administration, which changed
the landscape of the Lower East Side as well as the hopes and dreams of the real estate
developers. LaGuardia made it his mission to create better public housing. But his
quick decision to raze the slums eliminated some of the City's housing stock,thereby
raising demand and therefore raising rents and the necessity to overcrowd the
housing stock which was left. With the 1930’s came the creation of two affordable
housing projects on the Lower East Side: First Houses and Vladek Houses. The state
developed The Jacob Riis and Lillian Wald Houses in the 1940’s, and by 1955,
“subsidized housing wiped out one fifth of Lower East Side’s worst tenements,” (p.
116). William Sites (1996, p. 192) also reminds us that the 1940’s and 50’s contained
“Port Authority projects, David Rockefeller’s Downtown-Lower Manhattan
Association projects, and Robert Moses’ projects.”

Throughout the 1960’s Mayor Lyndsay continued promoting low-income
housing while also trying to stimulate the business sector, but due to a fiscal crisis,
the 1970’s saw decreased services. Thus, under the Koch administration, the “local
government was restructured to promote economic development in an age of
increased corporate mobility and federal cutbacks,” (Sites, 1996). In 1966, the Jewish
Museum opened up a Lower East Side exhibit, promoting a romanticized version of
the neighborhood. In the late 1960’s, the underground poetry scene descended upon
the neighborhood looking for cheap rents and a subculture-friendly atmosphere.
After a few more years, more and more artists, fed up with the super-malls of
suburbia, began to arrive in the neighborhood as well. Throughout the 1970’s and
80’s, as the art world began to flourish, and due to the institutionalization of SoHo
and the upper Manhattan art scene, more and more underground and subversive
artists began to take residence in the Lower East Side.

The early 1990’s saw a Wall Street boom and only two years later, Neil
Smith and James DeFilippis (1999) claim, the large scale gentrification begins in the
Lower East Side. To argue this point, they point to the BoHo real estate pages.
BoHo is a name created by real estate developers—a shortened form of “Below
Houston”, fairly reminiscent of “SoHo”, a place that settlers of the Lower East Side
have been trying to escape for decades. They also cite the “resurrection of real estate
investment trusts to funnel capital into real estate,” such as Olympia and York, “the
once bankrupt multinational builder of the World Financial Center in Battery Park,
as well as Canary Wharf in London,” (p. 650).

With this chronological history in mind, I will now present data in terms of
categorical classifications, keeping in mind that these categories are contrived,
theoretical and often overlap with one another. However, I believe it is necessary to
present the information in separate sections in order to finally come to a conclusion
about such a complex phenomenon.
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History:
For The Record

1

From a dismal pile of merchandise has emerged one of the most attractive
stores in New York. [His store is now] the talk of the whole lower East
Side. Delegations have come from all over the city to see it—even
including a group of colored grocers from Harlem. A modern store has
brought a modern Hoffer. Today he insists on...having a clean apron
always.

--1920’s East Side Chamber News article

When Jan Chien Lin (1994) documents the economic history of the Lower
East Side, she begins by noting that the rise of New York City is particularly linked
to the British Empire’s triangular Atlantic Trade route. Due to this, the population of
the Lower East Side is linked to trade as well. Trading ships docked on the East River
due to its deep shores (as opposed to the shallowness of the west side). Shipbuilders,
factories, and other industry therefore settled along the East River in Manhattan and
with it, immigrants who served as the labor force. With the influx of working class
immigrants, the elites moved northward to areas near Washington, Union and
Stuyvesant Squares. A large population of highly skilled German shipbuilders settled
in the area south of 14" street and North of Houston, West of 3¢ Avenue. The
Germans brought with them socialist ideas which helped foster a community
dedicated to working-class rights (their demonstrations helped to bring about the five
day week). And while the middle and upper class were trying to push their own
values upon the rest of the population, the socialist attitudes and community values of
the Lower East Side served as a refuge from prohibition and continued to retain the
strong cultural traditions of the settlers.

In 1870 Russian and Polish Jews settled the area, precluding the peak
immigration era of New York City. Jenna Wiessman Jolelit (1996) points out that in
the 1920’s, due to the opening of the Williamsburg Bridge, many successful Jews had
enough money to move out of the Lower East Side and into Brooklyn and other more
affluent neighborhoods. With the exodus of many Jews as well as the 1917 and 1921
immigration laws, the influx to the Lower East Side began to slow down (although its
population density still rivaled Bombay and other major cities).

The 1920’s and 30’s brought many state plans to make the Lower East Side a
metropolis (Mele, 2000). Frank Lloyd Wright even submitted a plan for St. Marks
Place in 1930 . Mele points out that during this time, the Lower East Side Planning
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between these maps and the map from figure 4 is the orientation’ of the
settlements. From figure 4, it seems as if the orientation of the settlement in
relation to the cardinal directions is important. Given the clean lines and
simplified symbols, I have to wonder how exact that representation is
regarding cardinal orientation and if the drawing was perhaps skewed to
present this idea more thoroughly. Moving on to the maps of Valiente-
Noailles, it is evident that the Mesoamerican-type devotion to the cardinal
directions is not present in Bushmen settlement layout. It is somewhat
disappointing that these illustrations do not represent the fire in front of the
individual huts, even after Valiente-Noailles devotes an entire section to
their importance in the community. Also, while these maps are extensive, if
we want to study the social organization of space, we will have to look to
another type of map.

Thomas Widlok incorporates permeability maps, a type of mapping
used by urban architects, to represent the social mapping of the settlements
of the Bushmen. While the other types of mapping we have looked at shows
bird’s eye views of typical settlements with certain objects represented as
symbols, Widlok insists that permeability maps are useful for something
else. He states that permeability maps “incorporate the material reality of
spatial layouts in order to show to what extent cultural ideas and practices
can be traced to spatial conditions or at least explained by the way they are
supported by built forms.” He later explains, “they show how domestic
space can have a relative permeability and density for the people who dwell
in it that influence how it is occupied, allocated, divided, and used in

»x

everyday life.

While it is obvious that there are no solid walls in the built
environment of the Bushmen, Widlok points out that there are still markers
of space, which should be considered solid walls.” So while the ground plan
of a |Gai=nas settlement includes little representations of solid walls or
directional walkways, the permeability map clearly represents the structure

one would follow (figs 9 - 12). As Widlok explains, and while looking at

®  The word “orientation” comes from the Latin orientem, which means, “part of the

sky where the sun rises”. To orient oneself originally meant to figure out where you
were in relation to the rising sun. Originally, all maps were drawn with East at the
top, since it was the most important and sacred direction, due to the rising sun.

The idea that objects like a fire pit can act as a solid wall in Bushman social space is
quite similar to organization in a bank or theater lobby. Tiny velvet ropes twist in
labyrinthine patterns and most people follow these instructions as if there were no
way around them. Tiny fences which run along the sidewalks asking people to keep
off of grass is another example. While one might notice that there are two huts which
have different permeability access, it should be noted that the one without a fire is
only being used to store utensils, and the other, hut 7, is the hut of a pregnant woman.
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figure 10, we notice that the most accessible feature of the settlement by a
visitor is the main fire. From the main fire, each hut is just as accessible as
the others, which itself is only accessible through the individual fire in front
of each hut. From looking at these permeability maps we can see the lack of
social status involved in the spatial layout of Bushmen settlements. As
Widlok states, “the spatial order does not support a social differentiation
according to age, sex or social position.”

All of the maps shown above present the importance of family
represented by the spatial layout. Valiente-Noailles discusses three types of
family units. The first is the nuclear family (kika//aesi), typically a man and
woman and their children. The nuclear family occupies the space
represented by a hut and fire on the maps above. Depending on the closeness
of family groups, some nuclear families occupy the same family fire. The
second family group consists of the group of families living in the same
cluster within the settlement (itse ka//aesi). Finally there is the larger unit
comprising of all of the families who live in the entire settlement
(=wi//anaha). Combining permeability mapping and the Bushman concepts
of the family unit, it becomes evident that what might seem haphazard from
a bird’s eye view, is actually quite structured and in an orderly fashion. The
movement throughout the settlement by a visitor is somewhat linear,
whereas taken from the point of view of a community member the
movement becomes quite unlimited. Hence, the family unit is not only a
social organizing structure, but also an organizer of physical space

In the Bushman settlement, fire can be thought of as a spatial
organizer as well. The hearth can only be thought of as a solid wall in
Widlok’s maps because of its importance in the Bushman community. In
the daytime people sit around the hearth cleaning and making tools, chatting,
snacking or napping. Throughout the night, when the fire is lit, the
community sits around together talking, singing, dancing, or telling stories.
Afterwards, they go to sleep not in their huts, but outside in front of the hot
coals, making pillows and blankets from the dirt and sand. So it is not only
their light source but their heat source as well. This is impressive
considering the fact that temperatures can drop to 10 degrees F at night.

In terms of organizing movement through the settlement, there is
the main fire of the itse ka//aesi where visitors would first stop and sit.
Next, the visitor would have to be invited (unless the visitor was a good
friend) to the hearth of a kika//aesi. The hearth of each kika//aesi is
considered their home, once again, because the Bushmen do not reside in
their huts.
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While gentrification is a far reaching phenomenon, most of my research focused on
the Lower East Side in New York City, therefore the bulk of this text will deal with
this neighborhood.

It must be stated that the term “gentrification” already implies conflict and
social clashing. “Gentrification” derives from the term “gentry”, which relates to the
gentry class, or people of noble birth. In order for there to be a term “gentry”, there
must be something considered “not gentry”, which would in effect be classified as
“not of noble birth”. Hence, with the mere mention of “gentrification”, we divide a
community in half according to whether or not one is of noble birth. This is
particularly relevant when we consider that the gentry have historically been the
landowners of society, with the ability to reap all of the benefits that owning land has
to offer. This, in turn, leads me to wonder how far we have come from the feudal
days of serfs and lords, since every month many of us have to pay a large sum of
money to a person called the “land lord”.
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Introduction:

ABG’s of Gentrification

This is the classic scenario of gentrification. Affluent urban pioneers
with $3 lattes invade working-class or decaying neighborhoods, build
luxury condos, demand government services, and attract new business.
Meanwhile, landlords push or price out the longtime residents who can’t
afford the high-rent improvements.

--Caroline Hsu, 2004

Depending on the company one keeps, the term “gentrification” will
encourage vastly differing remarks and discussions. Depending on who you ask, or
which book you consult, the definition will vary. Gentrification has far reaching
implications and is quite difficult to confine to one issue. Therefore, in order to take
it on and name it, one must dig through many different subjects. I have therefore
researched the issue from many fronts with the hopes of providing many different
perspectives and analyses.

I first heard the term only a few weeks after moving to Brooklyn, NY,
when I told my friend that one of the interesting parts of my new neighborhood was
that my wife and I were almost the only white people. My friend responded that that
aspect would probably change due to the gentrification of the area, or rather,
according to him, the “BAMification””.

Another friend of mine, from the Surveillance Camera Players, gave me a
tour of ABC No Rio (a community squat located in the Lower East Side of New York
City) and the surrounding community gardens and mentioned the phrase
“gentrification” a number of times. I still had not looked up the word, but I was
beginning to equate it with displacement, change, and revitalization.

A few months later I sat at a dinner with my family and somehow the “G”
word slipped out of my mouth in a negative tone. My father, a real estate agent,
seemed surprised and defended gentrification. He claimed that gentrification was the
process of revitalization, that beautifying neighborhoods raises land values and helps
people’s property values, which in turn helps their own finances, thereby increasing
their own wealth.

This paper is an attempt to examine just exactly what gentrification is, how
it works, who it works for, if it works, what it does when it works, and if it is even an
“it” in the first place. My sources range from anarchist info shop ‘zines to articles
from academic journals, from anthropological to economic theory, from pro to con.

15" BAM stands for The Brooklyn Academy of Music and is located in-between Boreum

Hill, Fort Green and Prospect Heights. The hypothesis is that BAM is taking over the
area.
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Wannenburgh documents the process of lighting a fire in a
transitory settlement, which helps to relay the importance and role of the
fire.i First, the leader of the group makes a fire in the traditional way of
rubbing one stick in a notch of another stick. This will eventually be the
hearth of the itse ka//aesi. Once the fire is large enough, one person from
each kika//aesi lights a stick from the main fire, brings it back to their hearth
and makes a fire from it. This act is said to represent the oneness and
equality of the community. Everyone’s fire comes from the same flames;
even though there are separate hearths, the original fire from which they all
came is the same. Fire acts not only as an organizer of physical movement
through the settlement, but also acts to reinforce the social and familial
unity, which is expressed in the settlement spatiality as well.

hiera- + archein

The Bushmen do not believe in a strict and ruthless god who hands
down orders for them to follow. //Gama is the name of their god, whom
they say only wants to see them happy. As one informant told Valiente-
Noailles, “the people [//Gama] has put [here] are to live a good life, to eat
enough food...and to do whatever they want to do.” From other of his
conversations with informants it is clear that each individual has their own
feelings and ideas about //Gama as well as their own ways of praying and
interacting with him. There is no one person or group of persons who are
said to have a closer connection with //Gama than the rest of the
community. Therefor, everyone has equal access to Bushman spirituality.

In terms of orders of importance, hierarchies are somewhat lacking
in Bushman society. Valiente-Noailles tells the story of a missionary asking
a Bushman what is the best thing he has ever seen. The Bushman’s reply
was that everything that he has ever seen has been equally wonderful. The
Bushman continues to explain that everything in the world is important and
has a special function and meaning and therefore it is impossible to say that
one thing is better than the next.

The Bushmen even place themselves within this anti-hierarchical
framework. They consider themselves an equal part of the ecosystem, no
better or worse than any other part. They believe that //Gama created all
things and that if one disrupts the order of one thing, then that could harm
the ecological balance. One of Valiente-Noailles’ informants told him a
story about the dried up lakes and rivers in the Kalahari Desert. According
to the informant, long ago the Kalahari contained large lakes and rivers but
also many frogs. The Bushmen killed the frogs unnecessarily and in each

place they decimated the population Of fl‘OgS, the water WOuld dl‘y up. When
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they eventually realized the connection between the two parts of the
ecosystem it was too late. Today, the Bushmen are perhaps the most
ecologically aware community in the world, which perhaps is a result of
considering themselves an equal part of the environment.”

The Economy of the Bushmen mirrors the absence of hierarchy as
well. Instead of trading, the Bushmen have an economy of sharing. Because
no one person is considered more important than another, everyone deserves
an equal portion of food, water and other necessities. When the hunters
return with meat, the person who caught the prey is in charge of cutting
equal shares for everyone within the settlement. Of course, he is designated
to give meat to certain people first, such as his mother-in-law, but he is also
supposed to ration out the meat equally. Likewise, when the gatherers return
to the settlement with their food, they ration it out equally among those in
the settlement. This practice has ensured survival for the entire group when
living in such a changing and unpredictable environment. According to
Valiente-Noailles, the Bushmen even balk at stools claiming they would
rather sit on the ground, since stools and chairs are used in other societies to
represent a specific rank in the community.

Anbhierarkhitectonics”

The means of ordering Bushman spatial layouts are derived from
three basic ideas. The first is the natural layout of the land: a large shade tree
adds comfort in the hot afternoon sun; communities congregate around
sources of water. The second ordering factor is the family unit. However,

" While some may consider the Bushmen to be technologically inferior, their

understanding of the earth’s systems far outreaches most “Western” communities.
According to The Daily Mis-Lead, A Daily Chronicle of Bush Administration
Distortion, In August 2003, the Bush Administration “directed the Bureau of Land
Management to eliminate regulations protecting public lands from exploitation by
companies drilling for oil and gas in parts of Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Utah,
and New Mexico.” Also, see RPT-Investors seek environmentally sound gas drilling,
Reuters, 10/3/03. The Bush Administration is also rolling back pollution controls
through his ill-named “Clear Skies Act” which is actually allowing companies to
pollute more than ever. See Washington Post, 11/11/03, p. A03, and "States to Fight
Easing of Rules on Pollution by Power Plants", New York Times, 8/29/03, p. B1.
Architects seem to love to create words out of the term “architecture”. The term
“anarchitecture” has been mentioned already. Other popular words include
“archilectures”, lectures about architecture, “Architectonics”, a combination of
architecture and tectonics, and “Archigram” a collaborative project combining the
terms, “architecture” and “diagram”. Perhaps I should not have combined all of the
roots into one word and stuck with the term “Anti-hierarchical tectonics”.

Canon Fodder

Where Mulberry Street crooks like an elbow within hail of the old
depravity of the Five Points, is “the Bend,” foul core of New
York’s slums. Long years ago the cows coming home from the
pasture trod a path over this hill. Echoes of tinkling bells linger
there still, but they do not call up memories of green meadows and
summer fields; they proclaim the home-coming of the rag-picker’s
cart.

--Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives

“The Bend” From Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives, 1901.
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The agents and ideologies of gentrification

(as exemplified by the Lower Bast Side in New York City)

(2003)
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even the family unit is somewhat of a loose structure, and not always defined
by a bloodline. The third factor is the fire, which gives warmth and light and
encourages the social life in the community.

As stated above, the word “architect” comes from the words
meaning “master” and “builder”. So the term “architecture” must once have
referred to the physical structure designed by the “master builder”. But the
Bushmen clearly do not need or even have a status for a “master builder”.
Their settlements are not designed by one person, but grow organically from
the three constraints described above: the land, the family, the fire. So if one
discusses “Bushman Architecture”, it would not only be a gross misuse of the
term “architecture” but would also be a misunderstanding of Bushman
society.

The term “architecture” also implies a sense of permanence, or
intended permanence. It invokes the idea of a person who holds the status of
a builder, carpenter, or mason. The concept of a “master builder” implies a
great amount of work involved in attaining the position. It also implies the
importance devoted to the structure that is built. Because there is a history
of a master builder, there is an implication of a formal structure of passing
down this knowledge from one generation to the next one.

Bushman space is not made up of permanent structures, but rather
consists of ephemeral concepts and constraints. While a tree could be
considered permanent, the natural surroundings of Bushman settlements are
ephemeral not only because the natural environment is always changing, but
also because the Bushmen move to new locations every few months. While
family units are somewhat unchanging, sometimes families go their separate
ways in one season and meet up in another season. Therefore, the family
units that comprise the settlements are constantly changing and reorganizing
themselves. The fire is interestingly the most constant physical feature in
the settlement, even though it is one of the most ephemeral entities in
nature. Throughout the day, the fire exists as hot embers buried beneath the
sand. At night, the fire exists as large flames casting light and warmth upon
the community. And while they sleep, the fire exists as glowing embers,
casting comfortable warmth upon them.

The Bushmen are egalitarian anarchists who practice a form of
direct democracy. To just claim that they are anarchists would be simply
pointing out the obvious. The Bushmen are actively opposed to a formal
leadership and only take advice from people who have shown decent
leadership abilities in the past. This leadership role is quite ephemeral and
can be taken away as quickly as it is given. Bushmen are also actively
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opposed to any hierarchy in their society. So to end the discussion at
anarchy would be to ignore the depth of their opposition to rank. While the
term “anarchy” implies an opposition to hierarchy, it is not explicit, so the
two terms must be incorporated together when describing Bushman

ideology.

It is clear that their active opposition to a hierarchy and a formal
leadership play a large role in creating the social space and physical layout of
Bushman settlements. So if one were to classify the physical makeup of the
settlements with one word, one should incorporate the root words an-, hiera-,
arkhi-, arkhos, archein, and tekton together in some way, which is why I
suggest the term “Anhierarkhitectonics”. Anhierarkhitectonics is a system
of ephemerally organizing ones spatial environment while actively avoiding
any system that renders one thing more important than another.

oikos + -logia + systema

ecology - 1873, coined by Ger. zoologist Ernst Haeckel
(1834-1919) as Okologie, from Gk. oikos "house, dwelling
place, habitation" + -logia "study of." Ecosystem is from 1935.
Ecosphere (1953) is the region around a star where conditions
allow life-bearing planets to exist.

system - 1619, "the whole creation, the universe,” from L.L.
systema "an arrangement, system," from Gk. systema
"organized whole, body," from syn- "together" + root of
histanai "cause to stand." Meaning "set of correlated
principles, facts, ideas, etc.” first recorded 1638.

The concept which I describe above as anhierarkhitectonics has ensured
Bushman survival for 40,000 years. The fact that the Bushmen have been
living equally with the environment without destroying it should inspire
architects, city planners, environmentalists and activists alike. The systems
in their way of life are in symbiosis with the natural systems of their
environment. Unfortunately, Europeans and Bantu tribes invaded Bushman
territory (which at one time included the whole of Eastern and Southern
Africa) and pushed them into an ever smaller territory until finally they
have been confined to a small section of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve
(CKGR).? After only about a few hundred years of capitalist exploitation,

3 I have been slowly working up to this breaking point. I have been hiding some

political views within the footnotes of this text while I delicately set up the
background for this discussion. However, it is now time to be done with the
footnotes and use the official text to voice concerns for not only the Bushman way of
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globe. While there are some inaccuracies, this book is a must-see for
anyone generally interested in the broad subject of vernacular
architecture.

x  Widlok, Thomas. Mapping Spatial and Social Permeability. Current
Anthropology, June 1999.

Thomas Widlok provides an interesting type of mapping in this article.
1t is used to describe social activity supported or prohibited by the
physical structure of the settlement. Permeability mapping, derived
from urban architects, is quite different than the typical birds eye
views we are so used to seeing. Once one grows accustomed to
thinking about built space in this new fashion, it is hard to believe we
have been mapping our environment without it.

xi Fried, Morton H. ‘On the Evolution of Social Stratification and the State’.
From Anthropological Theory, an Introductory History, edited by McGee, R.
and Warms, R. Mayfield Publishing Company, 1996.

While an old text, this still gives us a wonderful reading of Egalitarian,
Rank, Stratified and State society. Keep in mind this was written at a
time when many anthropologists were criticizing colonization by
Western countries.

xii Butler, Victoria. Bushmen at a Crossroads. International Wildlife July-
August 1997.

This is a sad article describing the effects that capitalism has
on the Bushman society. Although most articles about bushmen are
sad these days.

xiii Kent, Susan. Does Sedentarization promote gender inequality? A Case
Study from the Kalahari. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute.
Sept. 1995.

This is a long article intricately describing how sexism formulates in a
Kutse community.
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together a unique fabric of information.

iii Valiente-Noailles, Carlos. The Kua: Life and Soul of the Central Kalahari

Bushmen. A.A. Balkenay Rotterdam, 1993
This is one of the most sensitive texts on any group of Bushmen I have
read so far. Valiente-Noailles discusses at great and needed length as
to who the Kua are, as opposed to the generic term “Bushmen”. He
treats the subject with the utmost care and precision which is why the
bulk of my introduction cites his work. In the 1994 book review cited
in this text, Alan Barnard writes, “indeed, the reproduction in the 56
colour prints presented here is the finest I have seen on Bushmen, and
for explanatory value as well as for beauty these photographs put
those of many coffee-table books to shame.”

iv  Smith, Andrew, Canoy Malherbe, Mat Guenther and Penny Berers. The
Bushmen of Southern Africa (A Foraging Society in Transition). Ohio
University Press, 2000.

This is a somewhat basic collection of Bushmen ethnography. The
orderly text is broken up by standard photos and interesting anecdotal
stories, oftentimes adding a unique perspective to the chapters.

v Bower, Bruce, ‘Kalahari Conservatives,’ Science News, 14 Dec. 1991
This is a short article in which Bower describes cultural conservatism
and hypothesizes that this practice has enabled the Bushmen to retain
their culture mostly unchanged for the past 40,000 years.

vi Kent, Susan. ‘Architecture and Order: Approaches to Social Space,” MAN,

Dec. 1994.
Susan Kent has written extensively on vernacular architecture. She
has numerous acquaintances and contacts studying in this field and so
has privy to unpublished documents not available to the public. This
article is a short book review where she modestly reveals this fact when
contesting the idea of sex-segregated areas of the Bushmen.

vii Shostak, Marjorie. Nisa: The Life and Words of a Kung Woman.

This is probably the most well known study of the |Kung. It is written
in the form of a novel, based on the anthropological studies of
Marjorie Shostak. After reading formal educational studies of the
Kung, it is a joy to immerse one's self in the real life of a Bushman
woman.

viii Wannenburgh, Alf. 1979. The Bushmen. Chartwell Books, Inc. 1979.
This collection contains a few essays in the beginning. But the bulk of
the book consists of full color photographs capturing numerous
moments of everyday Bushman life, from a daytime hunt to the dances
at night.

ix Crouch, Dora P. and June G. Johnson. Traditions in Architecture. Africa,

America, Asia and Oceana. Oxford University Press, 2001.
This is an extensive overview of vernacular architecture around the
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the African environment is experiencing endangerment of plant and animal
species at an alarming rate. In a futile attempt to help solve this problem,
some governments have set aside parcels of land as wildlife preservation
areas. One of these is the CKGR, which many of the Bushmen have been
confined to. One of the problems not being dealt with is that nature operates
on very large and interconnected systems. This is a phenomenon that the
Bushmen understood, but which is heavily ignored or misunderstood by the
governments who now occupy Bushman territory. As the plant and animal
species continued to suffer, the government agencies tried yet again to help
by mandating that the Bushmen could not hunt wild game anymore. In
other words, the Bushmen were forbidden to use the hunting strategies they
have been using for the last 40,000 years because the exploitative actions of
the newcomers were destroying the environment.

According to Bower,i Bushman society has lasted for so long due to
the fact that they would borrow characteristics of neighboring communities
on their own volition and only when they were beneficial to their
community. While the Bushmen have been dealing with invaders
throughout history, and especially since the European colonizers arrived, it is
only since the last half of the 20" Century that Bushmen have been forced to
accept the way of life of their neighbors, almost always causing detrimental
effects.

Morton Fried notes that when an egalitarian society based on a
sharing economy makes the transition to a distributive economy, the
community stratifies and a hierarchy is introduced.® He notes that most
egalitarian societies shift to an either rank or stratified society, then, from
there, the society will eventually make a transition to a state society. What
is happening in the case of the Bushmen is the forced transition from an
egalitarian society with a sharing economy to a state society with a
distributive economy. The effects of such a leap turn out to be devastating.
As Victoria Butler notes, within a decade, one specific community
“Tsumkwe, became known as ‘the place of death,” where drinking and

xii

prostitution replaced the traditional lifestyle.

Butler continues on to state that projects are underway to help the
Bushmen participate in the capitalist economy by leading hunting trips and
guided tours. However, the history of outsiders trying to help the Bushmen
is muddled with other problems such as sexism and other prejudices. Susan
Kent cites an example of Western interference where job training was
offered to the Kutse Basarwa. Because the job training took place far from the

life, but for our own understanding of the implications of the Bushman way of life.
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settlement, and due to lack of foresight in childcare assistance, the program
was sexually biased and only men were chosen.* Kent cites another
example, this time by the Botswana government. The government
implemented a program, which gave each head of household two cows, as
well as plows and other tools. The problem is that the Botswana government
does not recognize single women as being heads of households; hence women
were excluded from this program. Kent investigates many more of these
instances and concludes that this outside influence is aiding in the
mistreatment of women and children in modern Bushman settlements.

The changes in the physical structure of Bushman settlements are
also heavily documented.iii,i,i,ii As the years press on and the old way of life
becomes harder to sustain, Bushmen settlements tend to be comprised of
metal huts with the farnily hearth located inside rather than outside. Due to
the large implementation of sedentary living, and with it the foundation of
an agricultural society, the Bushmen began accumulating possessions and
property, and eventually needed storage places made out of sturdy permanent
materials. The communities became a collection of families forced to live in
one place by the government, rather than by the sole decisions of each family
unit. Hence, the families in each community have become more atomized,
the huts being constructed further apart and facing in different directions,
thus abandoning the open and equal permeability that Widlok presented to
us earlier.

It should be evident to anyone that showing the Bushmen how to
live like capitalist westerners is destroying the type of egalitarian community
that worked so well for over 40,000 years. While anthropologists of
yesteryear and supporters of the state make claims that the state society is
the highest evolution of a community, countries like the US were founded on
the idea that people could be free to do what they choose without suffering
from tyranny™. It should also be evident that the Western style of living is
destroying the environment as well as the fact that capitalism relies on an
ever-expanding frontier and ever-exploitable resources including mineral,
animal, vegetable, and yes, people.

For instance, shortly after the Botswana government forced the
Bushmen into a tiny useless parcel of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve
(CKGR), DeBeers discovered that there were diamonds located there. Now,

4 T realize that this is an extremely oversimplified version of the truth. Since, in fact,

the founders of the US wanted a non-democratic society where the wealthy minority
could dictate and rule over the poor majority. However, since the leaders of this
country advertise us as the best, freest, country in the world where everyone is equal,
then I’1l just have to take them at their word.
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the government of Botswana has teamed up with DeBeers to create an entity
called DeBwana, which is now attempting to move the Bushmen out of the
CKGR. So continuing the long history of violating international law, the
quasi-democratic government of Botswana teamed up with a capitalist
corporation in order to decimate the Bushmen, or force them into an even
more desolate compound.

Before our species expands to the brink of extinction all in the name
of progress, architects, city planners, and other students of systems should
seriously study the anhierarkhitectonics of Bushman society. And instead of
forcing change upon the Bushmen, perhaps we should try to understand how
to apply the systems that have helped them cope to our own systems in place
right now. Is there a link between anhierarkhitectonics and western
architecture? And if there is, can we begin applying the sustainability of the
Bushman systems to our own systems before we pollute our clear skies,
before we rid ourselves of sustainable food, and before we kill so many frogs
that our oceans dry up beyond repair?

i Online Etymology Dictionary. http://www.etymonline.com/
1 usually avoid citing online resources, however, given the nature of
this paper, I feel I am justified in doing so. As we have learned from
both the past and the present, even works presented in journals or
periodicals are sometimes only the collective biases presented as fact.
Journals and periodicals have a history of printing fudged scientific
studies, and articles citing non-existent sources. Thus, in this situation,
our sources in print can be just as faulty and should be treated with the
same amount of skepticism as our sources online.
ii  Jolly, Pieter. ‘Between the Lines: Some Remarks on “Bushman” Ethnicity’
from Miscast: Negotiating the Presence of the Bushmen. University of
Capetown Press. Edited by Pippa Skotnes, 1996.
This book is a collection of essays focusing on the subject of Bushmen
and their relations with neighboring communities throughout colonial
history. This collection contains impressive photographs and images
of documents both written and typed. supplemental information and
stories are scattered throughout the essays, which in the end, weave




