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“An individual cannot know what he really is until he has rea'?ized.
humsclf through action. . . . The interest the individual findy in some
thing is already the answer to the question of whether he should ac

and what should be done.” '
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“We can comprehend this world enly by contesting itasa whole,
The root of the prevailing lack of imagination cannot be grasped unles
one is able to imagine what is lacking, that is, what s missing,
kidden, forbidden, and yet possible, in modern life.” il i
~-Situationist Intertiatior
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is not an accident, not a sustden happening. . . . [Ideas) grow

stowly, gradually. . . . Hence (he social revelution is a . .,
development. . . [t develops to Hie point when condiderable
numbers of peaple have embiraced the new ideas and are deter- s
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maned fo put them into practice. When they «'empt to do s
and meet with oppaosition, then the slow, quiet, and peac‘t"fulw' :
social evolution becomes quick, militant, and violent. Eveolution
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' 5. ) Lt o h *
GARDENER Charles McLoyrd shows photo of lot he began cullivating

i five years ago as protesters (below) gather in lowar Manhattan.
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‘Call the police, someones breaking into our housel”
Comment shouted from the fire escape by Dos Blocos resident 1
yesponse to police task force members breaking into his howe.
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In April 27th, NYPD, the 9th precinct task force, and
8§ Manhattan South Emergernicy Services leams, using jackhammers,
§ battering rams, axes and crowbars, broke into a 6 story tencment
ilding at 718 L. 9th st. between Avenues C and 1), aud {orcibly
éd_' its residents, arresting those who rei’u.ui;d to leave their |
nes when ordered to do so. [ronically, media reports on the
‘gyiction have described the building as being ‘vacant’, or ‘an
ithandoned building occupied by squatters', as if the status of
_habitation is only conferred by a rent reciept. How can a bwlding
called home by more than 60 people for 6 years and still e
fescribed as abandoned? Mainstream media bas also deseribesd
Dos Blocos as a building where squatters “lived in squalid
nditions” with “feces smeared across the floors” and “rippoed out
taircases”, and yet the truth is that Dos Blocos was in as good
shape as many NYC tenement apartments on the vental market
_z’md probably exceeded most buildings throughout the city which
-are poorly managed by the city housing authority and ILULD. as
section 8 housing. There were no ripped out staircases, all 27
apartments had full utilitys, with all wiring, plumbing. light
fixtures, sinks, stoves, hathtubs, toilets, doors, sheetrocking,
-insulation, painting, windows, masonry, roof and back fire cseape
‘bought, scavanged and installed by those who lived there, The
‘residents worked on their own spaces and contrvibuted to a building
8 fund each month and held work days to repair the common areas
- of the building such as the community voom, hallways and roof.
- How many rental market apartment buildings have a community
-i:ooi;i with a stage for neighborhood bunris_é_tu play and travellers
passing through town to sleep on? How. many huildings have house
ost buildings even know who
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The truth is that Dos Blocos was a building which had bet:
abandoned at one point by fine, upstanding participants in e
Real Estate speculation/rental market because it wasn't paving
out, wasn't showing enough profit to justify any further
commitment to it. The building title traded hands several timaos,
one point it was taken over by a bank as a result of the S&I, ...
scandal. Dos Blocos' history is illustrative of how the notion'of
housing for profit is a miserable failure that considers apartment
as profit generating ‘units’ rather than as the spaces where peopl
create their lives and call it ‘home’. At this point, squaltters maved
“ into the building, and it was no longer “‘abandomed’, people hdd
Le claimed it, built it, loved it, hurt no ane through i, made
&8 absolutely no profit through it, created theior own lives in if, and*
called it home. Instead af swelling alrcady overcrowded housing
waiting lists, instead of relying on already overburdened socialy
services, instesa of living under bridees, instead of sleeping on i
friends couches or in homeless shelters for years while waiting for
an apartment ta open up in one of the most expensive, avercrowded.:
rental markets in the world, people decided to excersise and satisfy
one of the most natural urges in the world -that of self reliance,
that same basic notion which underscored the hatred of 18th o,
century colonists against the moncyed aristoeracy of england, ;}_ie_
fg same notion which informed the radieal polemics of Locke), 104
Jefferson, Thoreau, Emerson. The truth is, Dos Blocos was aliving,
enviroment which encompassed all areas of life; play, raising
children, working, making music, art, friends. and participation in'.
the fabric of nieghborhood life; and it worked. When the media,"
police, landlords, or free market apologists charge that squatters ;
don't pay rent, it sounds as if they are jealous that squiitters seem
to get so much out of life while ‘paying’ so little, especially when
[ compared to the average renter who often works long hours at a
meaningless, repetitive task for little compensation simply to pay ’
for the priveledge of maintaining a cubicle of space that is out of
the rain, without any of the henefits of being part of a compunity,
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" DEVIL OF A TIME: Protesters lambaste Mayor Gluliani near the Ninth S
'apfirtmgnt building where police “evicted" squatters yesterday. f ; . :

or having the satisfaction that is derived from having built thier n ;
) f . i " -
own home. Renters typically are not even allowed to paint thier N
ry walle wrl s s ) : N ‘ ' ol . )
own walls without permission from the land ‘lord’! “It ‘seems somewhat ridiculous to talk of revolution . A
4 7 : ! 3  But everything else is cven more ridiculous, sinee :r tmpiled { b%
accepting the existing order wn one way or anotier. ? fﬂ.;!}
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' These are some of the reasons why Dos Blocos, and squuitters in
gom.rai pose suc ha thruzlt to those ‘.\hx} occupy the real cln" EETERTOR

Rent is an abstract commodity, a building is only built once, b‘d;E
it is paid for many, many times over by the continual paymunt of
rents which in themeelves have no velation to an equal ‘somethi
given in return, its not like purchasing a pair of shoes which are 2
then vours to ‘own, voil are paying literally for no thing, for ‘space’
Kenta are never caleulated by cost to the owner but by what tl
market will bear, in other words the maximum amount that, the
owners figure they can possibly get for something whichas
essential to your survivil. l his is the greed upon which our dociet:
is based. Landlords and real estate speculators are hke bankers -
they actually produce nothing at all, but somehow one way or
another manage to control just about all of the space on g
make all the rest of us pay for it by woerking our “11 ole hw:‘
to exist 1;1 a httle t] ace, 11m~ ensuring that the s

rt that contiul ],J}' mal.mg hn oW dw elons, h} creating

- thier own lives withoiut permission in exactly those ‘spaces’ which
point put the failures of the entive rationale behind the housing
“market. I”iciure the thousands of abandaned and boarded up
«properties in any city as ‘wounds' which this rationale mnflicts on
{)ur ldmim dpL and which are healed by those who refuse to ha

’
i T}} spectacle of April 27th, the vast array of equipment and

police power, the scores of cars towed away to make room for
command posts’, the blocking off of streets to deny citizens 2 view
{ what the police were dum;,, the arrests and harragsment of ‘
edestrians walking too close to police activity. the arrests of those
who disaggree with the use of power by the state, the charges of |
ting arrest’ and ‘ebstructing govermmental administration’ '
those who chose to excersise their first amendment right

fme paech and engaged in non-vinlent civil disobedience. the
neredible expenditure of citizens tax money to enforce the willof a
agle private land ‘Jord’, the battering in of doors, the recklass
gtruction of building walls, the arrogance of Task Force police
nverging en masse in front of a neighboring building and )
ttering its door down with a ram and charging to its roof in order,
hat cops could better photograph the faces of Dos Blocas defenders
'the‘ StUCk thier headq aut ofwindows -these photos arve then

he aforementmmd rooflm d a gun ;m! to his head anc % as
,folm&d that hxs dog» wmlid lm shm if hv rhrl ot t- ave his own




i .;centra! toa ﬁ‘ee market economy, .md ]1 15 iu-t N sinee ihv
industrial revolution. Tt wasnt alw avs so. Mozt of the world up :
until then had some version of ‘commaon lands’ that in theory were
owned by the state but in practice were used by the common
peoplL, for their own ends, usually heousing, Tarming and hanting,
l' actory owners in the 17th century hegan to realize that these

- common lands could be aquired cheaply to build on or to rent’ nut
to those dis splaced by factory enterprises (former artisans, coafi
workers, members of trade guilds who could not compete w iha
faz:tory which produces thousands of shoes, plows, kettles or rags
dna fraction of the time and cost) these artisans were first pat out

i o T
assignment pay with the added face slap of having it all paid for by
the very citizenry - the are oppressing, while those wlho dared to
voice thier dissent are relegated even further to a marginalized, y
¥ .lliun nud bt;ltll‘z ln thu mudid -.\};ir-h uses ce rtain buzz \mrds (

Lhu state ]m»a dwuu d 1:1 be unamerican, 1111‘«.!!; un(‘ic i
;111:1('::hi;-3lic, or h'imp}_y ‘other’ than itself the Onal result is thy

and M\lhnutnalcd u\pm imenters mth }lie ]mw all hmm dl pl‘
to create housing for upscale profussionals who already bensfit

611é ply and lived on land which belonged to someone clse who
lived outside the community and sucked up most of the income of E
the working poor through rents and selling back to them the same
sducts’ they had produced. e

angrily kicking in doors to create affordable housing? Whert
those willing to spend vast sums of the publics money to giv

“'mon,iaxld tliat had been used as a garbage dump, they c¢leared

garbage away and built houses .uui cultivated large gardans,

'da'demuons collectively and lived self sufficiently. They were
Diggers zmd were reaen{od hs thnn ne:;,hbm's bo ause tlwy

; patients or universal health care and education? Where are t

streets blocked off to cars so neighibors can have spontaneous
- partys in the street and allow children to play kickball?. W[
-{Ile wmmand posts’ avt up to ensure that Ah ica Amm‘u AT
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housing residents, nor any other cl ‘ ‘
homeless. Most people rent, and are subject to the.y
“landlord. When rents go up, poor people move out;:the
) priviledged may complain but they pay up because they ar
-but those who are unable to are very often forcibly evicted:
' not an issue that only concerns squatters, in fact many squ

all, even those who do not acknowledge any shortcomings wi
current system, Those who are able to pay up are buffered f
reality by their money, but the same laws that are used to
squatters are also regularly used to evict renters who dre
pay thier rent, How many people ave presently walking are
NYC with stories of how they have 30 days to find a new'
apartment and they have no money for the depositior the
1 security? Homeless shelters are full of the
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Landowners view space as a cumnwdlty to be bough
the ‘open’ market, not as composites of individuals, famﬂ
communities, Dos Blocos was an integral strand in the web bﬁ‘
ot Life ‘mi the larger culture of rociztance. The develope
L m] cops to forcibly eviet these families are not interested in:
way with what the neigborhood itself dmm-- for itself or
perciesves as being in s own sell interest. This is dwuldéﬁﬁéd
the lozs of Charas/IEl Boluo Cultural unlwrun k. 9th st., depita :
: overwhelming neighborhood opposition and several mass
j demonstrations, the new owner refuses to recognize the wxshe"
" the neighbor hiiod to determine its own affatrs, anyone ohsewmg

_ % &m‘oase of Dos Blocos
buildu:g will ‘eh-mgé fm ‘being a collective of L
ydividusls who work and play together and participate in the

ig_ orhood arena of life, to a bmldmg where apartments w 1!1 be

ok

the situation would have to conclude that to the new landlord ::*f‘ W cou d@m‘ W“ibly haope to pay, the new class of upscale
these dissenting voices, in other words the neis 'bnrhood ltself,‘d : : nals will not know their neighbors either in the huilding

on Oth atreet in general, nor will they care to. By the time any
ﬂlo w bourgeoisie could have existed in their new

ed ﬂata long enough to be considered ‘of the

; thiywbﬁ;d already have displaced the working
whmh have lived on T, 9th st. for generations, faised
thildren thﬁm:aﬁd Qompenaated for the citys lack of services
empowering themselves and transforming the emptey ncedle '
“btnawn lots they were expected to live among without quest:on or
mplaint -into beautiful gardens and homeasteads and cultural
nters. Instead of evictions and contempt, the city should Fe
warding the residents of I2. 9th st. for civie preservation. The
wisted reasoning of the power brokers notions of ‘improving’ the
quality of life in this neighborhood is also revealed in their plans
'-ﬁorwhat should replaca l]u' «:Lmum-m }ult in p] e ln Hw

not exist,

ing constructed for ofﬁwrs of the 9th prec:m , 3 h "
There are 80 many ironies here connected with the
ity of life' ampaign that they are almost logic defying,
itlwns who truly improve the quality of life for all, are
labors with arrest, LVlCth)n aud
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_ circumstances surrounding Dos Blocos are representitive of
a much larger battle which has been taking place since the dasun of

he induatrial revolution -the battle for space. Space can be Lond, it

| can b(_?, the structures that sit upon the land, 1t caa al-o b tine

igpace in your head, your ideas, vour cultural, political artison

beliefs, or the ways you pursue your desires. Space s plac: where

you live passionatly, not as a commodity, a statistic, a prisoaer or a

“tourist. g

Thﬁ battle for both space and ideas comues down to control of the
and, because ideas which need room and time to evolve naturally,

guch as with self sufficient collective living or gardemng or sunnng

: " ¥ 4 g : ; gth of time. The problem with the survival of such free spaces,
current neighborhood infrastructure. Improving the qualit ’ Hutha

_ ; : ; 3 the notion that anyone could possibly be any “freer’ than
seems to have no relation to the ideas behind the words, butr: o hey supposedly already are, or that they may have completely
§ simply to expand the citys tax base and to ensure that th& e ‘ nt definitions of freedom other than those offered by
% only one voice heard through the neon corridors of the commodity. § misinstream society, is an affront, a slap in the face to Phise wits
spectacle, a whiter, moneyed, safely laundered, conformist voice. LT i 0

That is why the control of space is important because whoever ' | SRRt fin; velly resent ‘free spaces’, because they undermine the

controls space controls the ideas which may take root on them. 14 A%

Free space begets free ideas, free ideas are infectious, next th

87 vou know, they spread and people begin thinking for themsclves:
¢ Thats dangerous. oy e
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| of these kinds of spaces arc under stege from the worli of
as they are, a world that 15 threatened by the impheutions
world that could be. Those implications represent lost

s well as the lost ability to influence the populatior to
jts eye on the dangled carrot of personal yain and ‘sa foty
the unpredictable forces of those who would subvert that Life,

jea that land should be defined by those wha taeat dawetly ?
he ghaping of their own lives and for their own direct
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ent, rather than by distant. abzent landownceres who are
roed in any way with what is in the interests of the




