LET'ERRIP

BY ROB LO

Long before the United States was even a conoepl, colonlal
Americans had been expressing their desires for revolutionary
changes in their society through the only means available to
them: roting, Many people now ccruntegunong our nation’s
founding fathers argued for years against the violence
employed by the American workers — wage laborers, slaves,
ex-slaves and seamen — to literally fight against unjust laws
and business practices.! In the end, con-
servatives like John Adams and
Alexander Hamilton threw in their lot
with the viclent masses they had previ-
ously denounced as “a motley rabble of
saucy boys, Negroes and mulattos”! It's
not that the conservatives had a change
of heart, they merely recognized the
Impossibllity of stopping the people’s
urges for freedom in their world, The

i:l Eq P §r TS [N SEA N N{rir B ﬁ gm;thigﬁ:\i frEg;Eg'Yilz}tEu:%Z(rJ[:IAY'SDEMONSTRAT!ON.We expect it to be one of the largest this

B I I % | 0 0 AL of the world, ' ¢ as_onemShowo“fgo”ﬂmmeﬂthOWUpsatweareaboutthestate
N oV g éu for this demonstration to be effective ith diani ;

m ﬁ 5%0;! WL éJG h ot PN 0 AL CONSEQUENCES Di3CIPLINED march is eqsenar amm\zsol{gt:;;“rlnarch with dignity and unity. Comrades, a

aristocracy felt a need to try to control and suppress the peo-
ple’s will 1o fight for liberty or run the risk of being swept
aside by the revolutionary masses, It was not by coincidence
that the first action of the United States Army was to put down
the insurrectionary forces of the Continental Army which had
freed the colonies from British rule

Americans have yet to lose that fighting splrit, as evidenced
by the battle against the forces of capital in Seattle during the
WTO conference late Jast year. While peaceful protesters were
demonstrating once again their ability to absorb kicks, trun-
cheon blows, pain compliance holds and pepper spray, hun-
dreds of other people decided to go on the offensive and phys-
leally attack the institutions directly responsible for the
exploitation of people in Impoverished communities.

Horrified by the so-called violence of the insurgence, the lib-
erals and “professional actlvists” rushed to the defense of
McDonald’s and Nike. Unlike the conservative elements of
the American revolution, the conservative elements of the
WTO protests were unable lo stem, contain or otherwise con-
trol the spirited rebels in the streets, So, in the aftermath of the
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people’s victory in Seattle! the conservatives have lined up to ’
denounce the jubilant victors,

There are critidsms to be made about the tactical value of
rioting to achleve revolutionary goals. After all, the momen'
passed, the damage was repaired and business now continue.
as usual. Of course, this argument can be applied to any
protest. In order to affect real change, a movement must sus-

tain the attack until the sodal order
breaks down completely.
. Unfortunately, this sort of willful non-
compliance with the existing order has dire
consequences, As Frederick Douglas said,
“power concedes nothing without a fight.”
IHere in the U.S, most people live in a; /
degree of material comfort very few peo- fir
ple in less developed countries experience. ) 1Ak
Few Americans are willing to jeopardize
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thelr comifortable lifestyles by fighting against the powerfy PTess and the police, S , the international
p

forces that maintain it, There are many who are — In th=o
opposed ta the destruction of the natural world, the slau‘;i:l "
of animals, the exploitation of impoverished congmunldt-ii:: working together throughout
people in distant lands and the environment. Yet when riding
upon other people’s backs like they would animals, the liber :
arprsbpotrrbal o il g tuffering of thos S;tsaé“t:'lﬂwrg”% please disperse as quickly as possible and go back to your ho R
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Social and environmental conditions have reached such 's of the utmast importance. WITHOUT IT, EVERYTHING WILL COLLAPSE e
wretched state that the first world consumers are beginning t HULES AND nEGUL y
not just question their roles as consumers, bul to refect an In order to h AT'ONS
actually fight againat tiese roles. The Insurgent people in tt ' erio Gip you channel your anger and frustration inacon

streets in Seattle weren't fighting agalnst Starbucks or Nike  ;,0mmittes has
U.S. Bank or even the WTO. They were expressing their o suggested the

rage that entire familles have to work picking coffee bean
they will all go hungry, that young, girls are sold into slay
to work in Indonesia shoe factories and that wealthy corps
tions, banks and governments wanl to find ways to bece
more profitable, regardless of the human and environme
consequences.

. L structive way, the organisi -
following slogans which you may like to chant:y e

Major, Major, Major, Out. Out Out!" and “
ety e N , Out, and “What do we want—a change of leaders. When do wa want
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2. The march will be flanked on both sides by uniformed marshals. Please do NOT break
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he Prison Industrial Complex
il the Glohal Economy

ye Goldherg and Linda fvans

ime to the Hew World Order.
sroliferation of prisons in the United States is one plece
zzle called Lhe globalization of capital. )
y the end of the Cold War, capitalism has gone on an
onal business offensive, No longer impeded by an
tve sodalist economy or the threal of national libera-
ovements supported by the Soviel Union or China,
stional corporations see the world as their. oyster.
ies such as the World Trade Organization, World Bank,
\e Intemational Monetary Fund, bolstered by agree-
like NAFTA and GATT, are putting more and more
into the hands of transnational corporations by
g the squeeze on national governments. The primary
mechanism of control is debt.
For decades, develop-
ing countries have
depended
on foreign
Joans, resilt-
ing In in-
creasing vul-
nerability to the
transnational cor-
porate strategy fer
the global economy.
Access to international
credit and aid 15 given
only if governments agree
to certain conditions
known as “structural
adjustment.” -

structural
adjustment
requires

In a nutshell,
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culs in soclal services, privatization of state-run’ industry,
repeal of agreements with labor about working conditions
and minimum wage, conversion of multl use farm lands into
cash crop agriculture for export, and the dismantling of trade
laws which protect local economies. Under structural adjust-
ment, police and military expenditures are the only govern-
ment spending thal is encouraged. The sovereignty of nations
is compromised when, as in the case of Vietnam, trade sanc-
tions are threatened unless the government allows Camel g
arettes to litter the countryside with billboards, or promises tc
spend millions in the U.S.-orchestrated crackdown on drugs.

The basic transnational corporate philosophy is this: the
world Is a single markel; natural resources are to be exploited;
people are consumers; anything which hinders profit is to be
rouled out and destroyed. The results of this philosophy in
action are that while economles are growing, so ls poverty so
is ecological destruction, so are sweatshops and child labor.
Across the globe, wages are plummeting, indigenous people
are being forced off their lands, rivers are becoming industri-
al dumping grounds, and forests are being obliterated.

“Massive regional siarvation and “Werld Bank rots” are

becoming more frequent throughout the Third Werld.

All over the world, more and more people are being forced
into illegal activity for their own survival as traditional cul-
{ures and social structures are destroyed. Inevitably, crime and
imprisonment rates are on the rise. And the United States law
enforcement establishment is in the forefront, domestically
and internationally, in providing state-of-the-art repression,

Within the Uniled States, structural adjustment (sometimes
¥known as the Contract With America) takes the form of wel-
fare and sodial service cuts, continued massive military spend-
ing, and skyrocketing prison spending, Walk through any

* poor urban neighborhood: school systems are crumbling,

after schoal programs, libraries, parks and drug treatment
centers are closed. But you will see more police stations and
more cops. Often, the only "social service” available to poor
people is Jail.

The dismantling of social programs, and the growing dom-
inance of the right-wing agenda in U.S. politics has been made
possible, ‘at least in part, by the successhu) repression of the

THE PRISON INJUSTRIAL COMPLEX

civil rights and liberation movements of the 1960s and ‘70s.
Many of the leaders — Martin Luther King Jr, Malcolm X, Fred
Hampton, and many cthers — were assassinated. Others, like
Geronimo ji Jaga Pralt, Leonard Peltier, and Munia Abu-Jamal,
have been locked up. More than 150 political leaders from the
black liberation struggle, the Puerto Rican independence move-
ment, and other resistance efforts are still in prison. Many are
serving sentences ranging from 40 to 90 years. Oppressed com-
munities have been robbed of radical political leadership which
migli]u have led an opposition movement. We are reaping the
resuits.

The number of people in U.S. prisons has more than tripled in
the past 17 years from 500,000 in 1980 to 1.B million in 1997.
Today, more than 5 million people are behind bars, on parole,
probation, or under other supervision by the criminal justice
system. The state of California now spends more on prisons
than on higher education, and over the past decade has built 19
prisons and only one branch university,

Add to this the fact that increasing numbers of women are
being locked up. Between 1980 and 1994, the number of women
in prison increased five-fold, and women now make up the
fastest growing segment of the prison population. Most of these
women are mothers leaving future generations growing up in
foster homes or on the streets.

Welcome to the New World Order. ]
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for radical, fundamental sodal change from a
fascist corporate autocracy 10 a voluntary soci-
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» 2,700,000 people are either locked up in county, state
federal prisans, or are under legal supervision.

© Each week, 1,600 more people go to jail than leave,

» The overall prison population has risen 200% since 19

* The female prison population has risen 275% since 1

* 90% of women in prisen are single mothers — there
167,000 children with incarcerated mothers.

= |n 1980, 33% of federal prisoners were people of cold
1995: 64%. :

* African Americans constitute 13% of drug users but
drug arrests, 55% of drug convictions, and 74% of p
seniences.

* |n 1895, 52% of all crack cocaine users were white,
38% were African Americans. However, of those sen!
for crack offenses, 83% were Alrican American; only
were while.

* 1,471 African Americans per 100,000 were incarcer
1993; 203 whites per 100,000 were incarcerated.

» For non drug offenses, African Americans get prison
that average about 10% longer than Caucasians for
crimes.

o | costs more per year to send a person 1o prison fo
than to Harvard University for & year.

« Privale corporations like Eddic Baugr and Lexus em
prison slave labor. Prisoners work without rights or
protect them.

= [n 1994, 82% of federal inmales were incarcerate
non-violent crimes.

= More than 40% of inmates are jailed on nonviolent
telated crimes.

o Prisoners with HIV have litlle or no access fo qualifig
attention.

« More than 100 political prisoners in the United Sta

serving long terms not for crimes commitled but §
beliefs and activties.
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. The street fighters in Seattle tasted a bit of

E E S sy ' what real power is like. For a time, they
VAL 1 h— owned the center of a major American city

1y I . and they determined that they would not

K allow business to continue as usual. Now that

1 : they've tasted their own power they’ll

hunger for more. Will there be more, continu-
EUGENE, OREGON

ous pressure against suicidal consumerism
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until it collapses?

Perhaps as important as the actual fighting
will be how the so-called iraditional opposi-
ton will react to it. Will they, as they did in
Seattle, jump to the defense of Nike? Will they
climb down from their positions of privilege,
ormust they go down kicking and screaming,
desperately clinging to their car keys and cell
phones?

It is not even ironic that many of these same
) people who denounce property destruction
g in American cities also claim to support the
Zapatistas and other armed insurgents —

r )
)] bt A Y, abroad. It's not ironic — it's imperialistic and
/ radist to sit back in a comfy chair and let other
h : ; L /. ‘ people provide your cheap food, clothing,

fuel and electronic gadgets for you, while
cynically encouraging them if they rebel
against their circumstances.”

Just as rioting spread through the Americas
until colonialism was swept aside by tlie rev-
olutionary urgings of the many, varied people
yearning for liberty, the continued uprising of
the masses of indigent ex-consumers will one
day break the strangiehold capitalism has on
our world. "]

Fooinotes:

(1) Gary B. Nash, The Lirban Genocirle: Socil Change,
Political Consciousitess, and the ovigins of the American
Repolution, Harvard Press, 1979,

T . (2)John Adams’ description of he crowd fired upon
by British soldiers commonly referred to as “the
Boston Massacre.” Adams was the defense attomey
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by Marshali

How much longer will we be able to live with
ourselves as we submit to authority and
plead for it to rectify the gross immorality
of its actions? How many more stories do we
have to ery through until we realize that
the creation of tragedy is what heppens when
the powerful use their power? How sick must
ihis world become before people say "no
more® and act decisively? So many different
examples can be proyided to show that the
state of the world is already so far beyond
anything acceptable that I have to marvel at
how well we've been trained not to notice, I
know that many socially end ecologically
econscious people prefer to
foeus on what's good in life so
they cen sturvive emotionally. I
think it is very important,
though, teo be honest about what
we're facing when we decide how
to act,

£s a menta)l exercise for
activists, I'd like everyone to
take e moment to visualize just
part of what we're trying te
end, For example, tlose your

inside Jjust one factory farm
for "food animals.* Think about
the pain end suffering that
tens of thousands of chickens
suffer through as they dream of
death mercifully arrdving., They
cannot move for lack of sypace,
They ars blinded and ecannibay-
ized by their cagemates. They
choke on the thick fumes of
excrement everywhers. Their bodies are
infested with diseases; their feet bleed and
grew to enyelop the wire floors they stand
on, They hallucinate from tumors that grow on
the nerves seyvered where their mest important
b;dy vart, their beaks, are painfully sliced
off.

Consider that this world is full of factory
farms. The same world is full of men who beat
the women in their lives. It is full of ein-
derblock buildings where the 1ife is ritually
drained from every growing child. Try to deal
emotionally with just these obscenities fox
only & few minutes. Some people are filled
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are
erfruc%n

I believe that
burning fury is
as healthy a
reaction as we
can have . I the kind of positive
believe that

eyes and take your imagination 'Lh]',ngs are SO bad
that to stop
short of attack
is hellishly,
sickeningly

or

with sndness, some with anger, most with both
when they open themselves even partially to
the honest state of the world. I belleve that
burning fury is as healthy & reaction as we
can have, I believe that things are so bad
that to stop short of attack is hellishly,
gickenlngly absurd.

There is a large debate full of arguments
and counterarguments concerning the destruc-
tion of preperty in defense of life. I
believe that in ozder to even engage in those
arguments, we must haye part of our emotions
turned numb te the world we're trying to
change, Utherwise, arguing about whether or
not to destroy things
seems ridiculous,

I understand that
many people, even
activists, chooss to
turn away from this
pain and anger, Meny of
us prefer to focus on

experiences we want to
f£i11 the world with. In
reality, social change
does not occur in a
vacuum, or even primari-
1y within ourselves.

For example, your non-
vivlent festival outside
the WT0 conference was
going on in streets
lined with MeDenalds,
Starbucks end Jewelry
stores, We must engage
with a very threatening
oppenent and get & little dirty.

I spend a lot of time arguing in defense of
property destruction asg a teol for soeial
change. I will briefly share some of those
arguments for those who are trapped in thedr
heads, er who have sileneced the part of their
heart that moves a mother cow trapped in a
dajry to scream evexy time she's robbed of
another child she was 1npea to produce and
lactate for,

I should preface these arguments wWith a few
fundemental statements. I belieye that the
only effective way to deal with problems is
to dig as deep as pessible to address their

absurd.

THE CASE FOR DESTRUCTION

root causes. 1 believe that, at root, almest
all of this i3 made possible by our alien-
atien from ourselves, each other, the sarth,
and the power to fill our own meeds (e.q.,
food, safety, learning, decision making). I
believe we cen reconnect. Alse, I do not .
argue that property destruction is non-yio-
lent. I think that's = petry, pleading ergu-
ment that sidesteps the real issues. When I
use the word violence, I mean.physically
imposing your will on semething or someons

.else, In my mind, violence against people is

rarely & geed idem, even where we're at
today. I may- feel differently when violence
ageinst material objects has done all it can,
but that’'s far from the casge now,

ARGUMENT #1 *VIOLENCE
gESTRucTIQN ABE THE FRO LEM,

RESPONSES: Violence, frem eating to self
defense, 1s a natural part of life that we are
ellenated from by privilege. The prohlem is,
instead, institutionalized violence: super-
powerful, insanely funded by extortion, -wield-
ed by thoroughly indectrinated authoritariang
who exploit their constructed power, expend
huge emounts of energy to maintain the insti-
tution itself, and only use their violence for
Teal people’'s protection as mueh as is
required to maintain a faecade of legitimacy.
Ancther interesting response is the homeo-
pathic analysis: that it takes a dese of the
symptom to move the body to cure its diseass,

E H 'VIOIMCE I8
PATRIAR AND AUTHORITARIAN, "
First, tell that to an animal mother defending
her child., Next, tell that to someone mergin-
alized enough that they must rely on their own
abilities to protect themselves. Again, here
is another case of missing Structural amaly-
sis. The difference between yiolence and
state-sanctioned violence is yery signifieant.
It is-akin to the difference batween lemrning
for yourself and going to school. Arguing that
edueating yourself, with the help of fate and
your friends, is patriarchal and autheritarian
sounds like a real challenge. However, it is
gagy to ses how schools could be criticized in
beth thess ways,

S e B T N OF & MaR
MOVEﬁEN

In reelity, a direct confrontetion with our
oppressors is very appealing te meny of soei-
¢ty's most marginalized members. Likewise,
with enough cultural work and dialogue, many
pacifists and reformists ean be persuaded to
join In a stiuggle fTeor fundamental change
that poses a credible threat to power.
Finally, the world demands fundamental
thange, and it mey not be realistic to focus
on ereating widespread support for that,
especially here in the first world. We may

THE CASE FOR DESTRUCTION

need to gather as many people as we can, for
action and support, then get the job dome.

ARG #4 'DESTRUGTION LEADS
TO BAD 1A COVER

That's true, end it must he tnken into
aceount, Mediated relations, as between
activists and the news-consuming public, are
highly susceptible to manipulation. While
media is important, I believe that the only
relationships that will ever be healthy are
the direct ones. Everi the.most slanderous
press creates name and issue recognition ihat
ean later inerease receptiyity to our media
and dislegue, Besides, mest people today know
that the media is biased.

GU@T 51 "SMASHING THINGS
ﬁgco ISgE NSTH

By reappropriating windows fn:.' thelr own pur-
poses, people take power baek from property,
its owners, the police and politics. It pre-
vides economic and cultural incentive to
reconsider exploitive bshayvior that would
otherwise only be rewarded, The only state
thet a plete glass window at McDonalds should
exist in is smashed to bits all over the
street. There is so much destruction behind
every McDonalds that it is invaluable to
bring some more to the forefront of its image
for syeryone to see,

ARGUMENT #g: "V OLENGE PROVOEES
RETRIBUTION FR

Another trus statement. Howave1. endnngeling
the opulence and hegemony of our rulers in
any vay makes them very angry. If we are
serious about fundamental seelal change, if
we belleve that our problems will not be
solyed until our rulers haye their power
taken f{rem them, then we must prepare to
defend ourselves. This defense will be neces-
sary whether we threaten power with violence
or nen-yiolence, a8 was demonstrated in
Seattle. I fear that this is the argqument
most people are really moyed to pacifism by,
I'm sure that there are some people with a
respectable, spiritual relationship with non-

.vlolence that is based on more than priyi-

leged delusions, Given the state of reality,
I den't think that's what we need. [ ]
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