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It was 1:00 AM when a comrade and I walked through
the dog ravaged streets of South Side Modesto. We needed
to get ready for the Anarchist Bookfair in SF; it was in a few
hours. 1:10 AM, comrade enters his house, it took him for-
ever and I almost lost my patience and started velling. But I
would have annoyed angry neighbors, so I bit my tongue.
South Side neighbors are not in the norm. I would have had
to deal with angry workers with guns, drunken gangsters with
guns, and savage dogs with AK 47s. Long story short not a
good time to be out side...1:35 AM, comrade finally walks
out. We walk back to my house and we get in bed and dream
about tomorrow. 7:00 AM, crudo picks us up and he drives
to meet up with another friend but he never shows up. 8:00
AM, we leave for the city. 9:40 AM, we arrive and the
Fresno CAFE Collective has asked us to table inside the
building with them. Ihelped set everything up and it was a
great way to start my day; it was a room full of family. 2:00
PM, the bookfair is going good and the last issues of
Modesto Anarcho were flying off the table. Every one
looked so happy. At this time, I got a visit from a special
friend and we spent most of the bookfair time together. 6:00
PM, every one is packing up and getting ready to roll out
through the streets of San Francisco.

7:30 PM after a long and ridiculous
. detour, we arrived on Haight Street and
we were all hungry and lusting for some
g fun. A lot of friends
from different collectives
joined us and on our walk we ate,
we drank, laughed, and smoked: we
| were all having a good time. 8:45 PM, it
was time to head back, but this time we
took the route through the park and if you
don’t know which park I'm talking about,
you are reading too far to stop now, just
4 playin’, it was Golden Gate Park. A lot
' Q’" of people live in the park, especially,
for lack of a better word, crusties.
They were not happy to see us, we
. were walking through their home,
(being as loud as we were), so they
velled and threw things at us. We
didn’t run off, but we sure picked up
our pace and shut the fuck up. 9:00
PM, we get back to our vehicles and we
head towards a beach. Scratch that, we
head to a liquor store to get $2.00 fourties,
THEN we head to the beach. We were
west of the Golden Gate Bridge and we
were in some boogie fuck neighbor-
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hoods. This bastallion of rich assholes was in the way of
our beach night adventure. We parked the cars and
started to unload our things, when two cop cars pulled
over this pizza delivery person and one of the cops told
us if we “were going to the beach we might as well
leave.” So we said, “Fuck them”, and left reluctantly.
The caravan went up 2 streets and 4 streets over, into an
even more boogie neighborhood. We unloaded very
quickly and got moving. We broke off into teams and
walked on both sides of the streets and fanned out so it
would be less obvious that a large group of anarchists
was quickly moving through the city on their way to the
beach. 11:30 PM, at last we got to the beach gate and
after everyone was onto the sand we made our way
down. 3 AM, that night underneath the stars we made
our beds with our faces to the sea and our backs to civi-
lization. The next day we packed up and headed to the
BASTARD Conference, a first for all of us.

This year was, for some of us, our first time going to
the Bookfair and we were not disappointed. The experi-
ence was an important one not only because we got so
many copies of Modesto Anarcho out to a large audi-
ence, or simply because we got to meet and talk with
others, but ultimately because we got to live out the ex-
perience with a community of friends linked by our de-
sires to fight back and ultimately transcend this world.
We urge you to not only resist in new and exciting ways,
but ultimately to demand a life that is dangerous and ex-
citing as well. This death machine has ultimately de-
stroyed all adventure, so then let’s make it the ultimate
adventure to destroy it in turn. We welcome you to our
fourth issue and perhaps the start to a new adventure
without a start or finish.

- Nagi

Editor’s Note: “Boogie " is shorthand for bourgeoise.



@ t seems painfully clear to me how systemic and interconnected

the various forces of oppression and domination are that have been lev-
eled against us. The closing of the Hershey’s plant is a prime example. A
corporation shuts down to move to another country in order to pay Mexi-
can workers less and thus reap more profits. The process adds to the
push of economic refugees that flee into the U.S. Meanwhile, hundreds
march in the streets of Modesto on May Day to protest racist anti-
immigrant legislation and raids by government agencies and they are cor-
ralled and contained by the Modesto Police Department and local Sheriffs.
These same pigs are now working more closely with ICE (formerly the
INS) to deport “illegal™ migrants. They are also the same pigs who this
summer shot an unarmed black man under the guise that he was “reaching
for something,” as he becomes another victim in a growing list. All of this
repression and despair is designed to show us that we are supposed to stay
passive in this society. We are supposed to stay quict and keep our heads
down, To not have big ideas or big dreams of a radically different way of
life. Instead, we are supposed to concern ourselves with putting what little
energy we have into working and producing and then put our meager
carnings into buying those produets back. We don’t know our neighbors
but spend countless hours on Myspace and Youtube. We know hundreds
of factoids about rich celebrities that we will never meet or talk to, but
hardly anything about the animals, plants or ecosystems that live next to
us. We are repressed, we are exploited, we are alienated, and we then are
made to feel hopeless. Many people can’t even imagine becoming inter-
ested in anything but the ‘exciting’ distractions that the system dangles in
front of our faces when police are on every corner, surveillance cameras
watch our every step, and we are encouraged to voice our displeasure at
the current state of affairs only by voting, writing to the editor, or waving
sighs, which does nothing but helps manifest the illusion that there are real
“checks and balances” in place to fix problems in our society.

But, there are many who do not buy into any of this shit. There are
some who resist. There are some who fight back - who seek to draw
blood against those that would suck ours dry. Sometimes it is under the
pretext of class struggle against the imposed violence of (work, school,
traffic, police, prison, war, wage slavery, racism, patriarchy, rape, ete, that
makes up) everyday life. But mostly it is carried out by those who have
no agenda or ideology other than to act and get away with their own de-
sires that run counter to what the ruling forces want. It 1s the wildeat .
strike. Itis the prison uprising. It is the bank robbery. It is graffiti. It is
sabotage on the job. It is all of these things and more. Qur desire with
this project is to simply give this tapestry of struggle a common thread.
To place the events that happen around us in a context of social war. We
want everyone to know that people in the Modesto and Central
Valley arca can, and do, much more than cook meth,
steal ears, and kidnap pregnant women. Thus, we hope
that this publication adds to an ongoing dialog on action
against the current totality of industrial capital.

We put a lot into this issue - we hope it shows.
Wed thank lots of people for helping us with Modesto
Anarcho #4, but that would take too long. You know
who vou are and we thank vou. Until their walls
come ¢rashing down and we all can escape from
this prison - cheers.

—crudo

Legal disclaimer: Nothing in this
journal is meant to promote or
encourage illegal activities and
is for educational purposes only.

Modesto Anarcho is produced by a
group of people based out of the
Central Valley town of Modesto CA

'_‘s to theRoot
SﬁOW for stopp

quarterly. Find out more information at:
www.geocities.com/anarcho209, or email us at:
anarcho209@yahoo.com. You can alse write to us at:
Modesto Anarcho, PO Box 3027, Modesto, CA 95353,

Back issues of Modesto Anarcho are $2 each (issues #1-4).
For more than 10 copies, only $1 each. Contact us for bulk
rate discounts, trading information, or if you just want to
talk to us. Send well concealed cash to the Modesto Anarcho

PO Box.

Above, a picture from a film showing at the CAFE Infos-
hop in Fresno CA, by the Wingnuts Liberation Project, {or
W.L.P., more about them in this issue). The film detailed
a communal house where non-authoritarian ways of deal-
ing with mental tramua was put into practice.
A discussion soon followed. v

Enough of these
mtroductions, let’s
get to the goddamn
zing allready!



LETTERS,
R ESPONSES,
HATE MAIL..

A “tip of the hat” to the author of the *Pig’s Eye in the Sky” ar-
ticle. It is a very interesting and well researched article. This is a
subject that I have written extensively about here in Fresno. As the
writer points out, Fresno is in the midst of a massive project to in-
stall video surveillance cameras in this community. The project is
being pushed by the Fresno Police Department with the full support
of the City Council.

I would like to add a couple of my comments to this article.
The first is that the vision, in Fresno at least, of the police depart-
ment is that the system of video cameras will interlink with the
commercial cameras already in place. The concept presented to me
by Captain Al Maroney, the officer in charge of implementing this
project, is that when they get a 911 call of a crime taking place -
for example at a retail store - the cameras in this system will
follow the suspect inside the store, follow them to their car, and
wherever they go. The video signal will be sent (in real time) to
the responding officer in his‘her car so they can see exactly where
the suspect goes. Given enough cameras in town, there would be no
way for a person to escape.

Point two - the vision the police have for this equipment goes
somewhat beyond the scope of this article. While some mention is
given to facial recognition and other features, the quality and abil-
ity of the equipment, in my opinion, is understated. For example,
the biometric software now available can do some amazing things
and iz only going to get beiter (perhaps better is the wrong word).
At a tour of PELCO, the world’s largest manufacturer of video sur-
veillance equipment which is located right here in the Central
Valley (Clovis), I was told how the software they are developing
can spot unusual patterns of human behavior. The software will
watch a shopping center parking lot where people drive in, get out
of their car and go into the store to shop. If someone didn’t do that,
the software would alert the monitor operator who would check out
what was going on. This could be used to watch for young people
“hanging out”, union protestors preparing for a picket line, etc. So,
any pattern that did not involve consumerism (going to the store to
buy something) will be tagged as suspicious and watched closely.

Another biometric feature will watch for “people of interest”
who are out on the street. In other words, if the police are looking
for you and you are out on the street (even in a car) they can find
yvou. The facial recognition software is getting that good. Ifused
by the police, and it will be, there would be nowhere you could go
and not be found and almost immediately be picked up...if they are
looking for you. In Fresno they are already scanning automobile
license numbers as you drive down the freeway. If they see a
stolen car, for example, they can be on it in no time at all.

Then there is the really scary technology. This involves the
video surveillance equipment, which the military and some police
units have now, that can see through your walls to see what you are

doing. This thermal imaging technology looks at the heat a body
puts out to create an image. You have probably seen this technol-
ogy used in video from CNN (or another network) showing
scenes from Iraq where you see an image taken in darkness
where people (who are soon to be killed) are shown as white
images. That is thermal imaging that shows an image based on
heat, not the visual spectrum of color that our eyes can see.

As video surveillance cameras are becoming ubiquitous in
thig society they will be merged with Radio Frequency Identifi-
cation (RFID} technology, and information about your purchases
from credit/debit cards to create a Total Information Awareness
about you. RFID are microchips that are starting to be put in all
products {(taking the place of bar codes) that can be used to
follow you wherever you go. If, for example, you have an RFID
chip in your shoes (and all shoes will have them), the govern-
ment will be able to monitor you wherever you go. They will
know where you went, who you were with, and with the assis-
tance of video surveillance cameras, they will know what you
did.

Where 1s all this going? T suggest you read George Orwell’s
book “1984." The future of a big brother watching you wherever
you go and whatever you do is just around the corner.

The writer of this article offers a couple of suggestions about
how to challenge the emergence of the coming police state. I
would like to respectfully suggest that there are other strategies
we can use to oppose video surveillance technology. When the
FPD seeks to get additional funding for their video surveillance
project, I will be there and encourage others to organize opposi-
tion. It is possible to win public opinion on this issue and
gtrangle finding. Lobby City Council members and convince
them that this is not a good expenditure of public money! If that
doesn’t work, and they fund the project anyway, work to insure
that there are as many protections in the policy manual regulating
the use of these cameras as possible. Thave been told that this
strategy is somewhat like negotiating with the Nazi’s in Germany
in the 1930's about the number of Jews and Gypsy’s they are
going to exterminate. Yes, reform and negotiations with the gov-
ernment does have its limitations, but I think we would all agree
that a less fascist state is better than a more fascist state. Again,
my congratulations to the author of this article.

Mike Rhodes, Editor of Community Alliance

Crudo Responds:

I offer no disagreements with your information you brought
up in regards to surveillance technology, very scary stuff indeed!
I do however, and you probably already guessed this, have ten-
sions with your ideas of ““what to do about them™. First off, I do



not think that putting pressure on the local government is that bad of
an idea, T just don’t think that simply asking the city government
really has any affect. In some ways, a massive show of support
can show the polarization of a population in opposition to the poli-
cies of the local elites; but in my experience, once they have made
up their mind to move in a certain direction, City Council meetings
have little affect. In Modesto, time and time again we have seen the
local politicians do not listen to impassioned arguments from an
angry public. If anything, the myth that there are tangible and pro-
ductive results from discourse between the city government and the
public only serves to pacify people into continuing to carry out the
tired dance steps of democracy as things get worse. Power sys-
tems, at least in my opinion, are much more worried about their
policies leading to full scale disorder and un-governability be-
cause of their actions rather than having to sit through another meet-
ing with angry citizens. Many Modesto City Council hearings in
regards to things like medical marijuana stores being closed down,
rent control, issues of police brutality, etc, all had public opinion
on the side of those against the city government, but of course the
Council voted the other way. I think actual physical disruption and
stopping of public City Council meetings is a possible strategy.
Anti-Poll Tax (from the U.K.) groups did this to try and stop
Labour city governments firom conducting city buginess which
would lead to the tax being implemented. Also, using a strategy
that respects the City Council as a legitimate authority (as opposed
to an occupying force) gives the illusion that we can ultimately win
a large victory in regards to surveillance technology not being
implemented through the current channels. Largely, it seems that
cities have already implemented much of what they wanted, often
without going before the public. For instance, in schools around
here, CCTVs were simply put into place, without public consulta-
tion. Unless people want to try the costly legal rout, (which would
have only limited ramifications), direct action is quite literally the
only path left.

I think winning public opinion against the issue of surveillance
will come with a variety of tactics. I do think however, going to
City Council meetings and engaging in state sanctioned forms of
dissent generally get only a small amount of people (who usually
are already “political’ in one form or the other) educated on the
issue. Wheat-pasting, street theater, setting up information tables,
etc, are all part of a general campaign people can become involved
in.

While “a less fascist” government may be not as bad as a more
fascist one, I think that this mentality side steps the reality of what
we are up against. Since the 1970°s, the government has taken po-
licing and national security from the standpoint that the population
(in response to various social tensions) is always possibly on the
verge of becoming an insurgent one. This has lead to a policy of
permanent repression. To imply that we should put more of our
energy into making the state *“not as fascist™ instead of actively
geeking it’s abolition, just shows I think that we dizsagree on the
need to abolish the state (as opposed to reforming it, or using it for
political purposes). Ithink in your vision, making the state “not as
bad,” is part of a general project of using the state “for good”. In
my eyes, abolishing the state is a ceniral goal and wielding it in any
way, will simply side track a struggle for a totally self-organized
and self-managed society. If concessions or reforms are going to
be made, it should come from the government responding to an un-
wielding revolt - and attempting to offer us crumbs. Hopefully
we’ll learn, we don’t just want the crumbs, or even the whole cake,
but the whole fucking bakery!

Gardens Take Root! Someone poses next to an orange
tree that has been liberated and is now growing free! This
plant is part of a small fruit tree forest planted by anar-
chists over the spring which is now growing and happily
being pollinated by bees. Permaculture gardens are start-
ing up everywhere - grow your own today! For more in-
formation, see the article “Smashing Green Consumerism
and Letting Green Anarchy Grow’ in Modesto Anarcho
#3.

Fruit War for Social War! Anarchist sllng training
camps hayesbeefi reported in MO&L@SE& n &V&Flﬁh&"‘ﬂf loca-
tlonsf/(‘f lass warriors have taken to the Lert?“s? L‘Qcal p@ks
andr}&hve been raiding the fruit trees for armnﬂa—Uﬁmgthe
backémp of the parks to practice practical msurgcmfsy
moves, groups are able to break off into teams agﬁ en
run througl'fﬁ@‘@ck formations and collectlv,,&hﬂ’gtlons

Look for fruit tree’ssa.l;ound your city a;yf‘firactlce group
slinging together! mversad;pra&tme sesssions are also
great because they offer unhmited amounts of rocks and a
chance to practice mg range distance’ slinging. Under
freeway ovgfpﬁs”ses and by railroad tracks also offer un-
dlsturbeeﬁsgllng\rnbg,arcas with lots of slingable rocks. For
more info on slinging, check out “Sling on the System” 1
Modesto Anarcho #3, or go to www.slinging.org.
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ACTION:

Early March: In Ceres, windows at a KFC were broken
out.

March 14th: Local pigs claim that three children — one
as young as 7 — are responsible for $5,000 in damage at
Tuolumne Elementary School . Police claim that the
three children forced their way into the school library
and then proceeded to attack computers and overturn li-
brary equipment. The three young insurgents were cited
and released to their parents.

March 18th: In downtown Modesto on St. Patrick’s Day,
Modesto police were attacked after they tried to break up
groups of people coming out of bars. According to the
police, people “tried to grab a police dog, [and were] ar-
rested on suspicion of failure to disperse and attempted
assault on a police K-9.” Police “estimated the crowd at
1,000 to 1,500.” According to the Modesto Bee,
“[pleople threw bottles, chanted ‘fuck the police,” and one
man punched a police horse in the face.” The 16 officers
on duty "were instantly overwhelmed" and they had to call
out as many as 90 to 100 officers from Modesto , Ceres,
and the Stanislaus County Sheriff's Department. Unfortu-
nately, officers claim to have had the crowd under control
within 20 to 25 minutes.

March 21st: In Modesto , someone entered the bank on
K St. about 10:30 a.m. and gave a note demanding money
to a teller. After receiving the note, the teller walked
away and told her manager. The manager called police,
and the would-be robber left. Police believed the man
was still inside the bank, and surrounded the building at
10:35 a.m., but could not find the appropriator of funds.

March 31st: Investigators are looking
into a suspicious fire on the roof of a
portable classroom at
California Avenue School
in Riverbank. It appears
someone tossed
or placed a con-
tainer with a
flammable
liquid on top of
the roof and
set it on fire.
Because the roof
is metal, it did not
catch fire.

April 2nd: In Woodland (near Davis), nine large trucks and
SUV's on Casa Linda Drive and Elm Street were defaced
around 1:30 a.m. Sunday by suspected eco-vandals. A wit-
ness reported seeing young people spray painting cars in the
area with the letters "ELF". It is believed that the actions
were thus carried out by the Earth Liberation Front against
the SUV vehicles for their relation to global warming.

April 3rd: In Lathrop (by Stockton and Manteca), City
union employees are currently negotiating for better health-
care benefits and a new contract. After a failing of negotia-
tions with bosses, about three-dozen union employees con-
ducted a two-hour walkout from their jobs and demonstrated
outside.

March - April: In response to months of failed contract ne-
gotiations with executives, faculty across California voted to
go on strike which would have been possibly the largest the
state has seen - involving over 23,000 faculty members. Sup-
port for the strike was overwhelming, with over 94% of the
faculty voting for a strike. Anarchists responded with distrib-
uting a flyer calling for a questioning of the whole university
system in general, solidarity actions from the students, and
also called on students to fight for their own interests against
the CSU bosses as well. Students in the CSU system have
faced fee hikes on classes and text books. Many teachers
posted the flyers outside of their offices, and some people
copied and distributed them. Wheatpaste teams pasted them
over campus, and graffiti lined bathroom stalls calling for
solidarity with the strike and action against the CSU execu-
tives. The flyer can be viewed here:
http:/fwww.indybay.org/newsitems/2007/03/15/18377301 .php

Early April: In Ceres, some THE CITY IS
person(s) destroyed several of the Y iy - B oF: 4, 3 H4: L3

surveillance cameras that over look
the skate park. The video cameras}
monitor the park ’after-hours,’ in
the hopes of nabbing kids hanging
out, skating or spray painting.
Across the valley, more and more
surveillance cameras are being put

into place at skate parks in order to ron CLASS
curb graffiti and curfew violations. 3y g * 4 5 ¢ e M ol




Early April: In Modesto, a cafeteria worker at an upscale
middle school (largely made up of kids who’s parents work
in the bay area) was finally caught after what is thought to
be a long run of stealing from the cash register. It is be-
lieved that after kids bought lunch, the worker would hit
“cancel” to void the order and pocketed the money. In the
years that the worker was active in appropriating cash, the
school estimates that they netted up to $100,000. It is also
rumored that possibly snitching fellow co-workers led to her
arrest. The real eriminals are the constructers of prison like
schools, obesity and diabetes inducing food that is foisted
on children, and class society in general.

Mid April: In Turlock, several large signs advertising up-
scale housing developments were re-decorated with paint.

Mid April: Graffiti artists in Modesto spray painted tags on
large corporate billboards, including adds for Wendy’s and
other fast food companies.

May 1st: In Modesto, several hundred people rallied against
racist anti-immigration legislation, militarization of the
border, and the recent ICE raids. Some “community lead-
ers” from the UFW labor union and a local MECHA group
encouraged people through the media to not walk out of
school or work, (contrary to what was promoted by rally or-
ganizers Aztlan Rising and the Modesto Brown Berets), how-
ever many people disregarded their request and walked out
anyway. Like last year, people marched from Crows Land-
ing Road to City Hall without a permit, shutting down much
of the downtown. As long as capital forces people to mi-
grate for the sake of survival and nation-states divide us
with borders - we need to attack them in kind.

May 4th: In Davis, hundreds of UC Davis food workers and
supporters marched down Russell Boulevard, and 24 were
later arrested by Davis pigs afier sitting down in an intersec-
tion. Protestors managed to keep the roads closed for more
than 40 minutes, according to local media. Workers were
protesting low wages, lack of health care, and their non-
status as employees with the UC system. The protest march
included not only workers, but also students and faculty
from the university as well. Sodexho, the corporation which
the workers are fighting, is one of the richest in the country,
operating cafeterias in schools, colleges, prisons, and at
army messhalls.
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" In a World Without Escape ‘ ]

[ already-undignified conditions of life worsen... i

F
M tention centers.

}a stable and obedient pool of laborers to exploit. In

"paper, it is not hard to see that every one of us is dis-

{poverty of one place for the starvation of another. The

From news.infoshop.org ;
Deportations increase, borders tighten, and the

Across Africa, Europe, Asia, and the Americas,
people are constantly fleeing poverty, famine, war, and
industrial disasters. What most come to find is that
misery knows no borders. 1
Politicians, wanting to appear tough on immigra-
tion, spread racist fear of “invasions” to gain votes
from reactionary citizens. Yet, the exploitation of 1
cheap immigrant labor is the source of super profits
for a variety of industries that finance these politi-
cians. The media aids state repression by vilifying un- }
documented people and building democratic support |
for round-ups, deportations, and imprisonment in de-

Bureaucrats, capitalists, and their various hench-
|tmen function according to the rules of the system. Our :
"world is dominated by capitalism, thus everything is |
valued solely for its ability to be bought and sold,
whether it’s land, food, housing, or human beings. Fur-
thermore, the globe is divided like a giant chessboard j
[ by states and capitalists vying for control of re-
sources, territories, and populations.

Immigration has always been a problem for those
ywho rule this world because of their continual need for

Sy

the US, undocumented workers slaving for low wages
keep consumer prices down, concealing the fact that
everyone’s situation is becoming more precarious.
Real wages have decreased, while the costs of gas, |
healthcare, education, food, and housing are skyrock- l
eting. Meanwhile, the Mexican state depends on emi-
gratlon as a safety valve for defusing the potential of
poor and unemployed people to rebel as they recently
did in Oaxaca and San Salvador Atenco.

In a world in which some are left to die in deserts
jor on the seas simply because they lack a piece of

]

posable. Let’s destroy the borders that enforce the

iconcenl:raticm camps that confine, the agents who
kidnap, and the planes and buses that transport people
like cargo are the machinery of deportation and deten-
tion. And like all machines, they can be shut down.
rThe strikes, demonstrations, and student walkouts of «
2006 show that only through solidarity and collective
struggle can we destroy this society that forces us to
choose between imprisonment and forever being on

jthe run. ]

-some people against all borders and all states
www.geocities.com/seainsur E
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May 3rd: In Davis, twenty UC Davis food service workers
(discussed in blurb before) and supporters shut down the
chancellor's “brown-bag chat™ disrupting it and protesting
inside the event.

Early May: In Turlock, someone (or something) removed
survey stakes for a proposed “mega-parking lot,” located on
a vacant field where many wild ground squirrels now call
home.

May 14th: In Merced, thieves broke a glass window of a
Rite-Aide chain store and made off with over $800 in store
goods.

May 17th: A man robbed an East Modesto bank in the
afternoon and got away with an undisclosed amount of cash.
The robber did not brandish a weapon during the holdup and
no injuries were reported. Interestingly, the police described
the robber as approximately 50 to 60 years old. Unfortu-
nately, the bank robber’s “proletarian shopping spree’ was cut
short after a neighbor IDed him to police. It’s on t-shirts ev-
erywhere, but it needs to be said again: “STOP SNITCH-
ING!” Everyone hates a snitch.

May 21st: In Atwater, the maximum-security inmates at U.S.
Penitentiary Atwater were put on lockdown after they refused
to leave their cells to eat breakfast and went on a “food
strike,” according to prison officials. On top of the lockdown
and searches of all prisoner cells, prison pigs have also
stopped all the education, recreation and inmate-run recycling
programs. Those in charge of the prison are not releasing the
reasons for the food strike.

May 23rd: In Davis, fifteen protesters were arrested after
taking over a UC Davis administration building, (see more
about their struggle a few blurbs back). Before the start of
the rally, protesters entered a building and made their way to
a second-floor conference room, hung banners from the win-
dows and refused to leave. A large group then marched to
the building, pounded on the building's glass doors, chanted,
and blared sirens from a megaphone. Local pigs had the
building locked down and reporters, employees, and students
were not allowed inside.

May 25th: In Livingston, graffiti artists targeted a local high
school, and authorities claim those involved spent close to
two hours on their art work before vanishing into the night.

May 26th: In Woodland, Yolo County sheriffs began search-
ing the area for three inmates who escaped Thursday night
from the jail's minimum-security facility. The three men are
believed to have escaped when they broke a window on the
south side of the building and threw a blanket over the

razor-wire fence to prevent injury. (Action cont. on page 13.)

A Critique of the Recent Protests Against Hershey’s:
By crudo

Recently two “of us” (meaning two anarchists who work
on Modesto Anarcho) went to a protest put on by a former em-
ployee of the Hershey’s plant. According to a newspaper,
about 50-100 people were expected and I wanted to give out
copies of a flyer that we made up (see flyer on next page).
Seeing that the protest seemed to be organized outside of the
union that was “representing’” the Hershey’s workers, I thought
perhaps this might be a good opportunity to meet some people
that were genuinely pissed off at the Hershey bosses who were
raking in millions while people’s lives were fucked over. The
union wasn’t doing anything and discontent (at least according
to the newspapers) seemed to be brewing in the town and some
people began to call for a boycott of Hershey’s goods. While
we knew that this wouldn’t really do anything, at least it meant
that people were getting angry.

We got there and only about 25 people or so were gath-
ered around some signs and donut boxes. Many of them dis-
played union t-shirts and no-one I talked to worked at the plant,
(although some relatives were there, and I didn‘t get to talk to
everyone). Being that the plant was going to close down in
2008 and some people might not have wanted to be seen at the
protest by management, this was understandable. While it was
cool that at least people were gathering to talk about what was
going on, we can’t help but (respectably) find tensions with
some people’s positions.

Firstly, we disagree with the protest organizer, who talked
in a speech about calling on “our leaders” to help fix the prob-
lem. We urge people to give up false illusions about all politi-
cians. Even if people in power did care about what was hap-
pening in Oakdale, what could they actually “legally’ do about
it? Puiting faith in those in power to change things ultimately
makes us even less powerfill - we leave the power to hurt and
to help us all in their hands. It is through direct action against
those that are creating this situation that we will see changes -
not in begging the upper classes to stop destroying us.

Also, we see the moving of the Hershey plant from Oak-
dale to Mexico as part of the contimied push of neo-liberalism
to move production from the US to other places for the sake of
higher profits. This has nothing to do with the bosses lack of
*‘loyalty” to the ‘American worker,’ or a desire to make things
in Mexico, (as some shirts and signs proclaimed); but every-
thing about making increased amounts of money by using an-
other group of workers that are legally more easily exploitable.
We should be finding solidarity with others in other countries -
not creating animosity between “American” workers and
“Mexican” workers. Workers everywhere are exploited by
capital, the state, and industry. Let’s attack it together and
show solidarity with everyone oppressed and fighting back.

Later that day, a group of people were selling shirts that
said «“.. .and we didn’t give a...”” and a picture of a Hershey’s
Kiss candy, and the word “Mexico™ on it’s wrapper. While we
can’t help but chuckle at this - we ask everyone else enraged
by these recent events in Oakdale: is this the best we can do?
More and more, we push the shit that this system throws at us
under the rug and shrug it off as “it’s just the way things are.”
Let’s awake from that delusion as soon as possible. Let’s find
each other while we attack the forces that are destroying us and
our world.

Workers against work!
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e live in a truly sick

‘hen the TEU of
HCI‘ShC}-' s, Richard Lenny, who

made $6.6 million last year, is
now going to lay off close to

600 people in the small town of

Qakdale CA. People who have
spent their lives working at the
plant are now having their
entire livelihoods turned upside
down by someone who could
care less about those who have
made him rich. The wealthy
know nothing of the constant
sound of the machines, the
smell of chemicals, and the
long hours spent standing on
their feet. People in Oakdale
and across the world have built
up the Hershey corporation, but:
the decisions for how the com-
pany should run rest not in the
hands of those who have cre-
ated Hershey’s wealth, but
those that own it. Now the fac-
tory is going to be moved to
Mexico, to take advantage of
cheap labor and low working
and environmental standards.
For the rich, there are no bor-
ders.

The global economy
which was supposed to
raise the standard of living
for everyone has instead
lowered it - while at the
same time making the rich
richer and more powerful.
(Oakdale was built on
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chocolate. From the yearly festival

to the Hershey museum. But now
all that’s over. All that’s left is us
and them. Let us hold no illusions
towards our relationship between
the Hershey bosses, their property,
or their corporation - they are the
enemy.

Wage slaves evervwhere
wait for the response of the
Hershey‘s workers- be it sabo-
tage, strike, or simply revenge.
Richard Lenny and the rest of
his ilk have their hands in all
kinds of corporations - from
McDonald’s to Kraft. Perhaps
this could mean that there are
simply more targets - more
places to direct our rage against
a common enemy. The unions
which claim to ‘represent’ the
workers are also silent - perhaps
this is because they operate on
the same top down structure
that the corporation does. Re-
gardless, we don‘t need them to
get organized and fight back.
Against their production lines
and time clocks - let’s take back
our lives once and for all!

Solidarity!
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More information about Richard Lenny and who he represents and stands for (a

some possible ideas for action): htty

Also check out: htt
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www.nndb.com/people/811/00012

kissesforhershey.blogspot.com/
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REPRESSION:
Manteca Trailer Park Renters to be Displaced by Shop-
ping Malls and Yuppie Villages: Trailer Park co-owner
Kevin Wentworth and his three other partners have succeeded
in kicking out park renters who’s living space will be de-
stroyed to make way for a new commercial and residential
development. The current park residents will have to fend
for themselves and many have no idea where they will go.
Many of the trailers within the park have been there for over
20 years, which makes finding a new home almost impos-
sible. Many other parks in the local area do not allow in new
residents with trailers over 10 years old. Some homes at the
park are no longer mobile and will have to be knocked down
to make way for the new development. Residents have until
July to leave the area. Local elites have promised assis-
tance to those living in the area in the way of money and
finding new places to live, but residence have yet to see any
help. Many of them have spent their lives there and do not
want to move. This hotrible blow to a working class com-
munity was made possible by the support from the Manteca
City Council to get rid of the park on the grounds that it was
“un-kept” and “run down”.

Police use of Force and Arrests Up in Modesto :
Modesto pigs were very busy in 2006. According to a
report issued by the Modesto Bee, citations increased by
10,310 to 29,561 in 2006, a 54 percent rise driven by a de-
partment emphasis on enforcing traffic violations. The
numbers grew from 2,073 to 19,912. Officers
used force in their contacts with people 261
times in 2006, up from 239 in 2005 and 206 in
2004. In late March, police even began a a,
period of increased “jay walking stings,” inan
effort to hand out more tickets to jay walkers in
the down town. With the increase of surveillance
and repression in the city, this kind of activity
will only increase until we fight back.

Fresno Workers Threatened with
Racist Attacks: Workers at a Fresno
manufacturing company went on strike S8
in late March. Workers said a
company supervisor threatened to
have one of the Chicano workers S pies
killed by the Aryan Brotherhood and ¥4
threatened them with firings if they
organized on the job or went on strike.
More information at:
http://www.indybay.org/mewsitems/2007/
03/27/18384159.php

Layoffs Increase as Rich Get Richer-
Unions Complacent: Nearly 350 employees
at a Modesto postal encoding center learned
in late April that “improved technology™ has
made their jobs unnecessary and the facility

will close this fall. The center is one of forty-five encod-
ing centers that have been shut down. The center's 103
full-time employees will be offered other postal positions
within a 100-mile radius, (hours away), but the majority
of the workers (all 237 of them) who are part-time will
only receive employment counseling and may possibly be
offered postal jobs if there are any. The workers union
put up no fuss with management and even helped man-
agement faze out the workers. In Oakdale, the Hershey
Chocolate plant announced that it will lay off close to
600 people, although around 1,000 jobs will be affected
in all. Production will now be picked up in Mexico and
elsewhere. As capitalism destroys lives here (not to
mention the eco-systems and animal lives that are de-
stroyed through industrial production) it now will pack up
and move to another place, to exploit other communities
of people and pay them even less. CEOQ rich scum-fuck
Richard Lenny made $6.6 million last year and he still
has the audacity to fire workers for the sake of making
money. We can only hope that the workers throw him
into a vat of chocolate. Like at the Modesto postal
center, the union ‘representing’ the Hershey's workers is
not working to fight against the lay-offs which will ulti-
mately destroy a lot of people’s lives, but to smooth
along the process of getting people out of the building.
These attacks on working people and the complacency of
the unions that claim to represent them shows unions for
what they are, tools that integrate people into the
capitalist workplace like gears into a machine.

, Modesto Police Shoot Deal Man: A local man is
suing the Modesto police for attacking him last year.

. According to Modestan Harry "Dan” Tessien, he

- was stopped by pigs when they thought he was
involved in a crime because his car
. matched a description. Tessien is

y. " deaf, and when the pigs ordered him
S out of the car, he did not respond.
Officer Yair Oaxaca fired a bean
& bag shotgun at the pickup's back
s window, sending a spray of shat-
tered glass throughout the cab.
*" Tessien then leapt out of his seat,
: and Oaxaca fired a beanbag into his

¥ abdomen. Officer Rodney Garcia deliv-
"% ered two more rounds because Tessien
& still had not raised his hands. Oaxaca
'3 and Garcia delivered six more rounds,
"W according to their reports, hitting the

“ man in the torso and legs as he ran for
cover and ducked under the front bumper
of his truck. Officer Michael Hicks de-
ployed his taser as well, but its prongs
fell 2 feet short. Tessien says that he

was screaming the whole time, “T am



deaf! Tam deafl” When he went to the police station to talk
to the police about the incident, Tessien said the officers

laughed the attack off, even as they took photos of his inju-
ries. Pigs everywhere remain our enemies as this attack only
further illustrates.

Raids Against Migrant Workers Continue in Central
Valley: On April 3, 2007, Immigrations and Customs En-

forcement (ICE) officials carried out “targeted enforcement”

operations in Madera, (near Fresno), arresting an estimated
25 undocumented immigrants. It is not known at this point
how many of the individuals arrested were actually being

sought after by ICE officials. The Associated Press reported
that more than one-third (37%) of the 18,000 individuals ar-

rested in the past year as part of the federal government’s

“Operation Return to Sender” have been so-called “collateral

EH]

arrests.” The Madera raids were concentrated in the city’s
(Qaxaquefio community, who make up a large number of

recent immigrants from Mexico, and are largely indigenous.

City of Fresno Continues Raids Against Homeless: Now

that a court order has stopped Fresno pigs from destroying
homeless people’s property (including ID’s, personal
papers, sleeping bags, medicine, etc), the city is now sup-
posed to store personal property for 30 days and allow the
owner to reclaim it. However, the city has been storing
homeless people‘s property in large containers outside.
One homeless person stated in a story on

www.indybay.org/centralvalley, “It’s all ruined, we can’t even

use our sleeping bags because they all smell like mildew.”
While some liberals are calling the 30 day waiting period a
victory, it is simply the continuation of a process to get
homeless people off the street. The current actions of the

city elites and the pigs show that despite the reforms, things

remain the same as long as class society exists.

Racial Attacks in Stockton: A home in Stockton was
broken into and racial slurs, threats, and swastikas, were
written on the walls and carpet. Neo-Nazi boneheads ev-
erywhere must be opposed and stopped by any means nec-

gssary.

Ceres Police Shoot Black Man in the Back: Ceres
police shot a motorist several times on May 29th, on the
side of Highway 99 in Modesto after a high-speed chase.
The victim was 32 year old black man Kennya Mosley.
After the chase, he ran out of his car to escape over a
fence and then was shot several times. Police claim that
first they tried to pull Mosley off the fence and then he
began to “reach towards his waist band” for something
and this lead the police to fear for their safety. Police
officer James Yandell then according to newspapers,
“backed off” and fired four shots at Mosley, all of them
hitting him. It seems completely illogical that Mosley
would even try to pull a gun (that he didn’t have) out on a
police officer while the pig was already armed and ready
to fire. Also, while Yandell was “backing up,” he must
have clearly seen that Mosley did not indeed have a fire-
arm and was trying to escape - not attack him. The
excuse of “reaching for his waistband” is the same lie the
police have always told us. Modesto and Ceres pigs
have always used the excuse of local people of color
“reaching for weapons™ as a reason to execute them.
Mosley is no exception, only this time he lived.

Later investigation showed that there was no gun on
Mosley or in his vehicle. Head Ceres pig Chief de Werk
further justified the shooting by claiming that police
began the affair by trying to stop Mosley on Darrah
Street in Ceres, “a neighborhood plagued with crime.”
The police chief also stated that Ceres police officers are
“sensitive” to possible threats of violence, because in
2005, Andy Raya shot and killed a Ceres police officer.
Local police have killed many more people in recent
years and everyone in the community needs to be on
guard against these racist pigs. Furthermore, the
Modesto Police will be conducting the investigation into
the shooting and reporting the findings to the DA’s office,
because the actual shooting took place in Modesto. This
is truly sickening, when various police departments that
are systematically attacking us are then used to “investi-
gate” possible wrong doing by their fellow pigs. We can
expect no justice from this system - only more of the
same until we burn this fucker down. According to the
Modesto Bee, Mosley's relatives said they were upset
with the shooting, saying police pursued him because he's
black and that officers used excessive force. "He's not a
violent person. He shouldn't have ran, but he didn't de-
serve to be shot like he was," they stated in the newspa-
per.

Ripon Police Put in Video Cameras at Ripon High:
Four surveillance cameras, such as the 35 already sta-
tioned around town, are being installed at Ripon High
School. Police aren't disclosing the locations to avoid
vandalism. The cameras will feed live shots to a 93-by-
63-inch screen in the police dispatch center. This net-
work of cameras in Ripon now spands all over Ripon,
from the skate park, to truck stops.



MODESTD POLICE:

ATTETS OF REPRESSION:
September 2000 - A SWAT team member shoots and kills 11-

year-old Alberto Sepulveda during a drug raid at the boy's home
early in the morning. Alberto was killed while lying on the floor

with his hands on his head. Police would go on to state that the gun

dizcharged on *accident,” while no guns or diugs were later found
in the home. The officer who shot Alberto the year before lefi the
police force in Stockton CA, where he shot someone in a raid as
well, someone he claimed was “already dead.”

April 2003 - Two officers kill Eustolio Aguilar, after the 22-
year-old Modesto man ‘reached for his waistband® while being de-
tained. Officers claim that they thought that he was reaching for a
gun, but after looking at the body, they discovered that he was un-
armed except for a cell phone.

August 2004 - Police investigating a report of a domestic dis-
turbance kill Sammy Raymond Galvan, 22. Police claim that
Galvan tried to attack them with a knife, but witnesses and family
claim that Sammy made no such motions and that Galvan was only
cooking with eating utensils when police opened fire on him.

January 2005 - In the wake of the shooting death of a police
officer by Andy Raya (who according to people in the Ceres area,

was harassed by Ceres PD)}, Ceres and Modesto police begin a sys-

tematic campaign against poor people of color in Ceres and some

parts of Modesto. Police raid homes without warrants, detain chil-
dren at gun point, threaten young people and label them ‘gang mem-

bers,” and generally turn parts of Ceres and Modesto into a police
state.

Spring 2006 - Modesto police shoot at a deaf driver they
wrongly thought was a suspect. (See more about this in the "Re-
pression’ section).

August 2006 - Police shoot Mellron Johnson, claiming that he
tried to attack them with a knife, it was later discovered that John-
son had no knife on him when he was shot. Video was recorded

during the shooting, but police refuze to allow the public to view it.

September 2006 - Police brutally beat, taser, and pepper
spray youth in the downtown area after they come out of an ingide
music event featuring a J; the event was for high school students.

Police claim that they were looking for robbery suspects and break-

ing up an unruly crowd. Of all the youths arrested that night, all
later had their charges dropped.
May 2007 - In Modesto, Ceres police shoot an unarmed man

fleeing after they say that he was ‘reaching for his waistband.” It

is later discovered that he has no weapon. (More about this in
the ‘Repression’ section.)

(Action Cont.)
May 30th: In Modesto, a man robbed a downtown bank
in the afternoon and got away with an undisclosed
amount of cash, police said. The robber did not brandish
a weapon. He walked out of the bank with the cash and
quickly fled.

June 6th: Two Modesto branches of Bank of the West
were robbed on a Tuesday, police said. In both cases,
robbers passed notes to tellers for money and then
quickly escaped with the cash.

June 6th: In Stoclton, a man robbed the Bank of the
West on Hammer Lane. The man walked in about 11 a.m.
and handed a teller a demand note. He then escaped
without being caught.

Late June: In Turlock, several large display boards for
new upper class housing subdivisions were painted over
with slogans reading “Class War” and “Smash Sprawl”.
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Jump Into the Wishing Well
By MacShimidh

Let's start with some clarffication. In the old days, music was communal. Musicians
from the community would get together on special nights to play the old songs, along with
new ones, for the whele community to enjoy, dance to, and learn from. Barn dance,
Celidh, whatever you want to call it; the 1dea1s the same. Folk music, i the most basic
sense of the term, has always been music by and for the common people.

Last August, a complete stranger from New Jersey sent me an email He'd seen
me on a social networking site, as ancther kid who was mto Folk Punk, {Anarchist
purks playing on folk mstruments), and we shared a lot of our ideals. He presented an
idea a website, a collective source of songs that anyone could use. Thiz would be a
source that we, along with ether kids from around the country, would create ourselves.
It was also setup so that anyone could contribute or use the site. Though it's really noth-
ing new, it seemed like a revolution to me, and we got to wortle that nght. After about a
weel of development, the Wishing Well Collective was born. The Collective is zome-
what of a muisnomer; we're not another Fiot-Folle, we're not another Guerrilla Folle Puns,
we're not a music collective by those defimtions. We are more of a collective hbrary of
mspiration made up of songs, that anyone can contribute to and anyone can borrow
from.

Commander Fear from Texas says, “To me, Wishing Well i3 pretty much the way
folle music should be. Tt's the way it has always been. Foll music, whether it be tradi-
tional or punk-mfluenced, 15 about shaning music, not making money on it. The follk tradi-
tion, in a non-rausical sense, 15 about passing something down through time (1e, from
generation to generation), and Wishing Well seems to be a new, more todern way, to
share songs with different people.”

It worles rather simply, you write a song, you decide you want to share i, you
want kads all across the country hearmg it and playing it, and so you submit 1t to Wishing
Well, etther through email or the website. Then we put it up on the website, hopefully
with Guitar chords to i, so kids from all over can play, enjov, and learn from it. If they
like it, they'll play it for their fiends, family, any audience, and mention where it came
from. And each kud who gets msprred by that zong 15 another potential member, another
potential contributor to the "Wishing Well, from which we all gain meight, mepiration,
awareness and relisf

One of the inherent benefits of the whaole Collective 15 social networking. Emma
Wolin from MNew Tersey says, “Wishing Well helps connect people with similar ideals and
goals. Sometimes the world can seem really lonely, but through all the great folles I've met
through “Wishing "Well, I've realized I'm never, ever alone and it maltes it 5o much easter
to cotmect and organize with other ike-minded indmduals (or crazy Anarcho-Hooligans,
howewer you'd like to refer to us)” Just about every punk band who ever played sang
“You Are Mot Alone™ at some point or another. The Wishing Well Collective thrives on
that message. We've got “ Artists” (anyone who submits a song) from New Jersey to
Calfornia, Texas to New York, Hlinois to Georgia, and the connections we've made have
helped Folk Punk bands come to Modesto and other California towns, not to mention
the East Coast shows. Commander Fear from Texas says, “Wishing "Well helps spread
the names of the people who have submitted songs. When I played a Bombs And Beat-
g Hearts song only one person i the room had ever heard of thern, but after T played
the seng everyone in the room knew of them through me.” And that's how we want this
to grow.

TWe've got songs about all kinds of things, from drnking and facking shit up, to
lowe, to just having good clean fin, but most of them have a real message to get across,
and that's the dnving force behind it all, spreading 1deas, spreading love and compassion,
spreading revolution. Sam Fay summarnzes it better than I ever could. He says, “Basi-
cally, I love so much music, and [ love folk a whole lot because it's real, and there's not
much left in the entire world you can call real And basically, Wishing Well 15 amazing
because it's what music is, at it's very core. It's music by people who you've never heard
of, unless you're arnazing encugh to know Byan or Ton or Monah. It's real people, it's
real music, and it's real emotion. It's music with a message, for the most part, and it's
fiucking beautifal.”

To leqrnr morve, submit songs, and get connected with other interested
kids, check out WishingWellCallevtice.org
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The Wingnut's Liberation Project (WLP) has now
been in construction (piece by piece) since October of
2006. Nobody is claiming any credentials or "profession-
alism" here. Just another average working class Joe/Joan
that suffers from depression (without giving it a conven-
tionally institutionalized label) and has years under their
belt of fighting addiction(s)/substance abuse(s).

What is a wingnut? It is a slang term for anyone per-
ceived as odd or eccentric. Calling a human a "wingnut"
is usually used towards someone who brings attention to
themselves, by talking to themselves out-loud or some-
thing of this nature. I first noticed people calling other
people "wingnuts,” when I lived in Berkeley California
around '97-'98. I'm reclaiming the word for this project.
Wingnuts Unite!

I guess vou could say that the D.IY. (Do It Yourself)
culture and autonomous practicing communities is what
sparked the desire to create this endeavor. Trust in main-
stream psychiatry and drug and alcohol programs has
been swept under the rug, (so to speak). It's time for us
to wake up, stop compromising our integrity, and use
D.LY /autonomous practices to develop and organically
reclaim our minds and bodies.

This project is in solidarity with anti-psychiatry,
radical mental health, and all others in the struggle
against this capitalist system that only serves one pur-
pose: to destroy us!

Future goals (and wish list): stencils, stickers, shirts,
zines, pamphlets, a website, teach-ins/workshops & lit-
erature on anti-psychiatry, radical mental health/radical
recovery, alternative substance abuse programs (or de-
programs!), and awareness. Benefits to raise money are
pretty easy to do. One could set up live bands some-
where to raise money. If you or someone you know
would like to help raise funds for this project, email me
at: thrashbastards@yahoo.com
Online at: http://www.myspace.com/119043196

In Struggle and Loco Liberation - the WLP!



BANNER LIBERATIONG

APPROPRITE THE MEANS OF SLOGANEERING

So you’re going off to a demonstration, or maybe you
want to decorate a concert hall for a benefit for political pris-
oners, perhaps liven up your squat, or maybe you just want
to display a slogan during a day of action on the free way -
you’ll probably need a banner to do all of these things. Ban-
ners can be an easily visible sign to other comerads during an
event, and if you‘re going to be doing some action in a group,
they can help create cohesion while you are moving together.
But for many however, banners are difficult things to come
across and perhaps even more difficult to make. In this
quick guide, we want to walk you through everything you
need to know about getting free banners.

Banners are everywhere. Every major fast food chain
store in the country usually has several banners up, as do
army recuiting stations, apartment
complexes, and most major stores.
Generally banners at fast food chain

stores are the easiest to get and have
the most steady supply, (usually
coming out every time a new menu
item is foisted upon us). Getting
banners is easy - especially at fast
food chain stores. The best time to
get them is at night, but if you are
daring enough, during the day can
work as well. Generally banners are tied down with nylon
rope or plastic zip ties. With a sharp knife it should be easy
to cut through these in one fast motion. To pull this off
quickly, it’s best that you have at least two people, with each
of them using a knife (exacto knives work the best). First

cut the bottom, which is also something that you can do
rather non-conspricualously. Cutting the bottom first allows
the banner to hang as usual while you get ready to cut the top
ties and then quickly leave. When you cut the top of the
banner, one person can get the top ties while the other
person holds the sides that are cut, allowing the banner to
appear that nothing has been altered. If someone from inside
the fast food store is watching, they will just see you leaning
up against the banner/gate. Many fast food places have cam-
eras, so watch out. You may also want to try and get banners
from stores that have them set up where workers cannot see
you, or where you are more covered by a “play-place’ or
other such area. Once you have cut all the ties/rope, quickly
fold the banner if possible so it will be less visable. If you
move in teams with knives, you should be able to get a banner
in a matter of seconds. If banners appear to be hanging from
the ceiling of a place, you can also simply jump up and rip
them down.

So now you have the banner - now what? The best way
for cheaply and quickly decorating the banner is with duct
tape and spray paint. Both of these items you can get at
most stores and are pretty cheap. With the duct tape,
make letters to spell out your message on the back (white
side) of the banner. You can also cut the tape into smaller
strips to make pictures and images. For more exact
images, use stencils. Then, after the tape is on {(and you
check your spelling!) apply one coat of spray paint onto
the banner. Let the banner dry and then tear off the tape
to reveal a well made banner with a message. Experiment
with different colors and images. It’s also a good idea to
spray paint the back of the banner so original message is
lost or covered up. Some banners have vinyl letter mes-
sages that can be removed by sitting them out in the
sun. As the sun heats them up,
2o out and pick off the plastic
letters. You can also use paint to
re-use either side of the banner.

"¢ Once you have finished the

W banner it’s up to you to decide
J & how you want to use it. Plastic
_ 7ip ties are a great way of getting
== the banner to stay on a fence or
" can be used to drop it from a free
way. Get PVC pipe, fill it up with sand (or something
else) and place it at the bottom of the banner to act as a
weight. If you are using the banner at an outside event,
bring rope and zip ties. Many banners have small metal
ring holes, so be sure to use those if you’re going to be
putting rope or ties around it, in order to not tear the
banner itself. Stay safe, move fast, and use your imagina-
tion!
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This Is for Anyone who I1s Wanting to live Free

by alphree

Do vou wish to escape from school, work, parents, soci-
ety, authority, etc? Well, you are obviously not alone, but
you probably feel that you cannot escape any of this shit.
You are growing up and THEY say you need to have re-
sponsibilities. THEY say life isn’t fair and you should grow
up. Little do they know that what they are living is NOT
their life and the so called phrase that "life is not fair" is
made only because they're not living life, they're dead.

I've always said, “Life doesn’t suck,
oppressed/controlled life sucks, life is actually beautiful.”
Of course there is still misery, but you cannot let those
small things define what life is. There is still obviously the
good stuff in life like "freedom,” real freedom, not propa-
ganda government freedom, but true freedom.

To have an "occupied life,” I refer
to those who are not living their own
lives, but someone else's. It’s when
you are not even thinking about
yourself, even if you have job. Getting
paid doesn’t mean anything, it's just a
"doggy treat” to get you to continue
your hard work. You continue to do 4
this and you are trapped. Know that you <
are not making anything in workmg/conformmg
to their ways. "As long as capitalism "
stands, not everyone can be rich, you E!? .
need slaves." b
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Of course it seems we cannot live a "free life,” we are
still under fascist control. We ‘gotta work,” we ‘gotta pre-
pare ourselves for the future.” Well when will we be prepar-
ing ourselves for today? Yeah they say if you don’t prepare
yourself for tomorrow, then there is no reason to go on.

They don’t fucken know that! How can they know something
they'll never know? All that matters is that you live today.
Besides whatever you're gonna be doing in the future with
your education will be making you a slave to someone
else's life. When will you live your own life?

I have nothing against those who are still working. Some
people can’t be living a houseless life (everyone has a
home, but not a house). Who knows, maybe you love your
employed, occupied life. You probably think that this life
style is crazy or selfish, well I can disagree with you, its not
selfish. I'm not really contributing anything to society, but I
fucken hate society. I hope it destroys itself and I know it
will. The only thing I do to serve others, is me just being a
human, helping in FNB, listening to others (like a human),

creating autonomy, liberating others from their chains,
ete. You know me.

I dropped out. I’'m not looking for a job, T don’t
know where I'll be in the next month, I don’t know what
the future holds for me. But I know that I'm happy. I'm
not calling what we do a "revolutionary movement,"
we're just fed up with the un-tasteful pathetic life, we
Just wish to be free. In some ways, dropping out can
seem very "revolutionary,” but fighting for your free-
dom is pretty damn revolutionary (according to our his-
tory books). If we all continued to take back our lives,
maybe we can even abolish what took our lives in the
first place. So to help yourself, is to help all.

Well, T obviously hope others follow to
NN (i the same, 'm not the first and T
definitely won’t be the last. Reappro-
priate (take back what is rightfully
yours) your lives. Many of these kids
who live this way, left the employed,
occupied dead life for many reasons.

- Parents thought they were "crazy," au-
thority is after them, school was killing
them, work was killing them; and they

came to these realizations. I have my

reasons, but I would rather share them
with you in person.

/
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So let's all drop out. To the kids who ask:
"But where can we live? How can we get
our food?"...my answer: You can live in

abandon buildings (referred to as "squats").

You can dumpster dive for food. This all

sounds crazy, but kids have been doing this for years,
I'm one of them. Irecommend that you find yourself a
buddy to do all of this till you are more experienced,
especially in squatting. I'm not any better, I'm still
learning, I'm still experiencing. Soon it will be like
breathing. I'm a lot happier when I'm dirt broke. All 1
have to worry about are simple human needs: food,
water, shelter, warmth, and my freedom.

For more on acting out these ideas, read “The
Life and Times of the Bastallion Squat” in Modesto
Anarcho #1 online at www.geocities.com/anarcho209.
Also read Evasion, a tale of one young person’s ad-
ventures outside of the market economy. Shoplifting,
squatting, and traveling all in detail. View it here at:
http://scavengeuk.mine.nu/evasion/evasion complete
_book no pictures.pdf



As Thave done throughout my many years, my opting to
enjoy the summer season and put everything behind me, rid
myself of most belongings and material possessions, and
slow down my living, has brought me to this wonderful place
yet again - Nature.

Although I by no means consider or would stereotype
myself as an anarcho-primitivist, there is clearly reward in
simplification. What others would consider the conveniences
and comforts, T see as displacement for our real desires. I
find gains and value through their absence. Instead of turning
my life into a virtual reality, I instead have chosen a life with
more meaning and reward.

In an effort to separate myself from the rat race and the
capitalist strongholds - landlords, television, utility compa-
nies, the 9-5, I’ve found reward in living with less and being
able to cherish the blessings of an unpredictable life. I'm
once again able to prioritize a sense of freedom rather than
remaining within the mechanics of the system. I have set
forth to do what I can to further myself from the mainstream
and the false realities of everyday life. For the most part,
I'm relieved of all cares in regards to daily necessities and
therefore able to more fully enjoy life while being autono-
mous in my actions. It is here amongst the trees, the moun-
tains, the rivers and lakes that [ have opened myself to new
insight and the uninhibited ability to explore and receive op-
portunity I could of never managed before. Here in nature I
have lifted the weight from my shoulders and have managed
harmony and balance, free to be whatever I want, to do what-
ever I want, and free to pursue my desires without any feel-
ings of shame or guilt. Out here I'm able to carve my own
table of values and in doing so have gained a fighting chance
at obtaining happiness.

As the days have passed me by I've achieved clarity T
could of only dreamed of. Although I'm never entirely un-
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affected from the outside world and the bourgeoisie cul-
ture I see all around me, [ have certainly set course on a
path to regain control and manage a sustainable and self
determined life living autonomously in nature. It is here,
amidst the light and fresh air, that T have made a con-
scious decision to invest my time and energy, my labor,
and my love. In doing so I continue to further adapt my
lifestyle to reflect action in my beliefs rather than mere
word.

In my attempts at autonomous living, it would be
madness to declare, as I've said, that I'm able to com-
pletely disconnect myself from the system. This system is
a vast entity. To be completely outside of it in a world
that is made up almost entirely of human constructs and
boundaries is ludicrous. In the modern world, with our
survival resting so firmly on the constraints of capitalism
and consumer culture, it is practically, if not entirely impo-
ssible to avoid playing the game and having to sell your
soul to some degree. To say otherwise is hypocrisy! I
suppose, with that said, resistance becomes all the more
crucial. Instead of allowing ourselves to become apa-
thetic by the senselessness and absurdity of the system
and the status quo that IS the mainstream, we must make
the inevitable negativity worthwhile by offering ourselves
positive activity to balance the scales. By taking control
of our lives and taking the necessary action to reject the
idea that we must be faithful to any particular set of
values - such as working for someone else to make a
living, paying rent, the prescribed notions of cleanliness,
or in the schooling of our children, we certainly learn to
reevaluate what it means to exist and subsist in our
modern day culture.

I don’t know about you, but in this age when it seems
so impossible to avoid being part of the rat race and con-



tributing to its insanity, I want nothing more, deep in my
heart, to fight for what I believe in as opposed to accepting
false misconceptions about what it means to be human nowa-
days. I believe at the core of every human being we want
nothing more than to be free - not the kind of freedom we are
led to believe we have here in America, but true liberation! It
is this very idea, simply stated, that I choose to pursue heart
and soul. I see any and all attempts at autonomous living and
our self determination to do so as the most effective starting
place to take on the powers that be. By refusing to partici-
pate, or dropping out, we go against most everything Western
civilization promotes, let alone the ideas of modern capitalist
society. Whether you choose to squat empty spaces and turn
what was once nothing more than a community eyesore into a
communal living environment, or choose to live in harmony
with nature far from the confines of the urban jungle, these
acts alone promote revolutionary momentum.

Setting out to live sustainably amongst nature is no easy
task. But then again, managing the financial means to support
a household with today’s rising cost of living isn’t easy
cither. Just the anticipation and anxiety alone, stressing
whether or not I would make my payments on time seemed to
take away my measure of happiness. Sure, I had everything,
but the hassle in having so much and the routine required to
keep it all definitely did not justify my means to an end. All
in all, T felt like a caged animal being sucked dry with no
time to do all I really wished I could be doing. With that said,
the decision to do without and find peace and solitude living
in nature was no real dilemma.

My many years spent camping, hiking, train hopping,
traveling the country, not to mention my abilities as a skilled
tradesman, all came into play like it was meant to be. I could
have been better prepared to take my life back and make my
quality of life far more rewarding than it had been for quite
some time, at a cost of living far more obtainable leaving
more financial means to do the things I love and more time
available to be with the ones I love, primarily my family. Of
course, in choosing to live dispersed in the mountains as op-
posed to squatting the city streets, I have found it all too
easy to lose touch with the ideas and contradictory notion
that by abandoning society I'm able to change society. Obvi-
ously, the notion of saving or changing society on my hopes
and dreams alone are far fetched. I understand my attempt at
self liberation could be mistaken for "selfish” liberation. The
idea of freeing myself from the constraints of global capital-
ism without confronting it head on can be seen by some as a
private solution I've concocted at the expense of all others
who suffer in it's clutches. Truth be told, I have no illusions
that I'm capable of living my life as I truly wish knowing
others aren't so fortunate. Everything is a compromise, it then
becomes a question which compromises are the most effec-
tive in achieving my goals? In choosing to settle comfortably
in my new life which provides for all my needs I find it para-
mount to take advantage of my opportunities to connect with

others, and at best, offer a model of what life could be
as opposed to what the status quo says it should be. To
me, the idea opens up a host of possibilities. People
need to experience another world firsthand to be able to
conceive of it, let alone take a stand against it.

My autonomy is always in the state of becoming
and I still have much to learn. To coexist living in ac-
cordance with the land as mother nature intended -
living as tribal and communal beings we have all
seemed to have lost touch with - is truly the making of
my pathway to liberation like nothing I've experienced
before. I believe this to be proof enough that anarchism
can be achieved as a personal approach to life, rather
than just some utopian world order. Instead I have
chosen utopia in the here and now. Anarchy in vain?...
Not in my lifetime.
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CEER CEPS NOT Mefid

By crudo

“We tired of bein scapegoats for this capitalistic drug
dealin.” - 2Pac
Any revolutionary struggle that seeks to abolish the
state, capitalism, hierarchy, and industrial production will
have to go outside of the law. We don’t want to work
within the system, we want to smash it until it breaks.
During this struggle, we will engage in a diversity of tac-
tics, with little regards for their “legality” because we
refuse to look upon the state as legitimate. The state is a
monopoly of violence and it’s laws, police, prisons, courts,
fines, judges, and detention centers are just the manifesta-
tions of that violence directed against a population that
grows more and more insurgent against law and order. But,
more often than not, this desire to risk our freedom by
breaking the law does not come from a wish to tear down
this system which has us sick to our stomachs in the first
place - but instead pits us against each other instead of our
real enemies. It happens in prison, on the streets, in the
schools, and in the courts. y
In some places of Modesto, crime has

risen by 300%. People break into other
people’s homes and tie up their neighbors
and steal their possessions. People steal
each others cars and Modesto is one of
the leading cities in the nation in car-
jackings. People cook drugs in their
home, which they sell to other
people, causing death, addiction,
and depression. Instead of
spending our time bettering ourselves and working to over-
come the obstacles in our lives - much less have a good
time- we busy ourselves with escape. The meth epidemic
hits us hard. But just as hard is the affects of alcoholism,
rape, child abuse, and other ills that plauge our communi-
ties. The stress and misery of a life dominated by school,
work, traffic, prison, coercion, boredom, and chemicals
does not foster a desire to fight back but a desire to escape.

What's sad is that so often so many of us are willing to go
outside of the law just to survive. Some gang-bang, some
steal, some sell drugs, some write graffiti, some do whatever
dirt comes their way. But who among us is really willing to
confront the real horrors of our lives and actually bang on the
system itself? What if we tumed the tables around and de-
cided that perhaps if we’re willing to take risks to get high or

just get by, perhaps we’re willing to take some risks to get
free?

In South Side Modesto, there are some places where
my friends tell me that the police won’t even go. In these
places, cops are openly dogged and told to get the fuck
out. People know a pig when they see one and they don’t
see a hero “protecting and serving” when the black and
whites drive by, they see an enemy. In these areas where
the police already have so little control over, where the
physical determination of the people is against the domi-
nant social order, there are a lot of possibilities. What if
we could link this into other patterns of proletarian resis-
tance, such as squatting and stealing from work? What if
in our autonomous zones we could build not places where
we self-destruct, but places where we
can live free from authority, work,
and hierarchy?

What if we took the mantra “Stop
Snitching” for real? What if
people robbed banks and not each
other? What if when houses went

abandoned we took them over

and gave people a place to stay
so they wouldn’t have to work the
streets in order to find a place to
sleep? What if we took over aban-
doned plots of land that exist all
over the city and started growing

food so we wouldn’t have to

buy it? What if we got orga-
nized with our neighbors and

homies to mob corporate stores to get what we need so we
wouldn’t have to pay for it? What if we hooked up with
our friends with jobs and started hitting those rich mother-
fuckers back who forced us to spend hours working jobs
we hate for shitty pay. What if we resisted the police
coming into our communities by any means necessary, not
just because we don’t want them to bust us for holding,
but because we truly want to see a world without police,
prisons, and bosses? What if we squashed all the gang
beefs and started banging on the real gangs in this city: the
city council, the police, and the developers? Let’s create
real communities of resistance where we can be proud to
know that certain people and forces won’t dare step foot
in. Whatever they throw at us, together we remain ungov-
ernable.
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A Murder of Crows is one of the most exciting and
hard hitting anarchist journals being put out today. So far
they’ve released two issues, with plans for a third in the
works. The following is a conversation about working on an
insurrectionary praxis and some ideas about putting that into
action. Representing A Murder of Crows was Kellen Kass
(KK), author and co-editor of AMOC, and Dante Sepia
(DS), co-editor of AMOC.

Modesto Anarcho: How is insmrrectionary anarchism as a prac-
tical tendency of action different from approaches to social
change that involve formalized organizations? What'’s the dif-
ference between formal and informal organization?

DS: First off, Kellen would agree with me that this label “insurrec-
tionary anarchist,” like all labels, is limiting. We take what we
want from a bunch of radical ideas and tendencies while rejecting
any aspects of them that we don’t find uzeful or worthwhile. So we
want to reject becoming messiahs of any category, label, or ideo-
logical division. We’re interested in social war and autonomy with
anyone who shares that same aim, anarchist, insurrectionary, or
neither. There’s the saying that in the supermarket of ideas you
should take what you find relevant and discard the rest. This should
be done without buying into the complete package of an ideology.
Steal what you need and burn the rest.

However, insurrectionary anarchism, which is just one anarchist
methodology, makes the most sense to us as a tactic and a strategy
in opposing the social order. We embrace insurrection as a dy-
namic and uncompromising attack against everything that makes us
not free. It appeals to us because it poses itself against the failures
of cooperation with the state, the Left, pacifism, reformism, fe-
tishizing armed struggle, and so on that are prevalent throughout
history.

KK: I think affinity is the best basis for organizing ourselves. Af-
finity is generally misunderstood because the term was used a lot
in the anti-globalization movement in reference to organizing for
various summit protests. To these people affinity was synonymous
with people you simply know or who you are friends with, which
completely empties the word of any meaning. Affinity is deep re-
ciprocal knowledge of people’s ideas, perspectives, personal rela-
tions, how they work, and so on.

It’s a way of directly relating to each other that involves delving
into our similarities and differences in terms of what we think con-
stitutes the present social order and how to go about combating it.

\ Avarchy, Activists,
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People try to develop affinity with one another with the per-
spective of building a foundation for action. The face-to-face
interactions, in the forms of debate, discussion, planning, etc.,
provide us a strong base that goes much further than uncritical
false unity that others promote. There’s something more genuine
and direct about this face-to-face communication that allows us
to know each other intimately. The internet and all that has de-
graded our ability to communicate about things that actually
matter.

A common critique you’ll hear brought against affinity-based
organizing is that it hag the potential for informal hierarchies to
develop. In reality the probability of informal hierarchies is
equivalent in both formal and informal organizations. No
matter what, we have to combat hierarchies, it’s not just the
form of organization; it’s also interpersonal relationships as
well, like ignoring or erasing people or positions based on
someone’s gender, race, etc. On the other hand we’ve seen the
reverse mirror image which validates people’s ideas based
solely on these identities. We’re not interested in just inverting
societies standards, we want to recreate everything ourselves,
redefine everything.

DS: A lot of times we’ve seen women being marginalized in
discussions. And there’s also the assumption, which ig itselfa
product of hierarchical social relationships, that anarchist
theory is the intellectual realm of men only. There is an ingidi-
ous way that anarchists have compartmentalized activity and
ideas. People see A Murder of Crows and think it’s not for
women. Some people think the magazine is only relevant to an-
archist men because our strategy doesn’t have the heavy empha-
gis on identity »_that other magazines do, like Left Turn,
Clamor, and others that anarchists read.

The conflict so
often discussed in
our magazine is seen
through the social
order’s lens, one that has
made violence and destruction
some macho expression of maleness.
It’s not. Women do attack policemen and
trash stores, take part in 4, sabotage and all
other facets of social war. '._" s All of us
need to step the fuck up. We 7
have to find our capabilities *
again, the ones that have for so
long been buried beneath social
roles and gervitude.




KK: Back to the formal/informal question. Many anarchist formal or-
ganizations are based on principles of unity, which represent the
lowest common denominator of ideas. These often look like ““we are
against racism, sexism, classism, heterosexism™ and so on, into infin-
ity. This type of group often gathers a variety of anarchists with very
different perspectives under one barmer. Similarities and difterences
are rarely gone into in an in-depth way because everyone in the group
is an “‘anarchist.” And, anyone with any experience in the anarchist
scene in the US knows that the label anarchist is extremely vague.
These groups, which are built on a false unity, generally die out pretty
quickly and end up spending most of their time bickering,

On the other hand, there are anarchist formal organizations that have
constitutions and programs of struggle, which are decided upon in or-
ganizational congresses. Obviously this is a problem for us. Let’s say
an anarchist formal organization adopts a position. But then let’s say
the position runs counter to the situation people find themselves in.
‘What do they do? The organization has adopted a position as decided
upon by its membership, so they’re supposed to stick with it, at least
until the next congress. This wouldn’t give us the necessary flexibility
to respond to conditions as they change and events as they develop.
Situations arise quite quickly, and we need to be ready for them; pre-
ordained programs of action can be highly limiting.

DS: There are also more general problems that occur with many types
of organizations such as an organization
lasting beyond any need for it. Thus the
organization becomes an end in itzelf. It’s
like night of the living dead.. .the corpse
stays alive well after it should have
remained dead. And many organizations
embrace a quantitative understanding of
social struggle that puts emphasis on
membership building and recruitment.
This is part of a tendency we see in how
various organizations and groups relate
people as instruments for political goals,
as potential recruits, symbols, and causes,
which mirrors the social order’s way of utilizing people as tools in
various power games.

AGAINST THE VIO

KK: Point is, organization matters and it’s always a question of what
type is going to help us meet the ends we have in mind.

Modesto Anarcho: How can we draw new people into the anar-
chist movement without projects like Food Not Bombs, Really
Really Free Markets, etc.?

KK: Considering that literally thousands of people in the US have
become involved in anarchist activity prior to the debut of the Really
Really Free Market, it’s not really worth addressing this project as
though it’s been a main contributing factor to the growth of interest in
anarchist ideas and action of recent times.

DS: Likewise, the Really Really Free Market is a project that has un-
fortunately met with little criticism or analysis of its relevance to an-
archist goals. Having a marketplace where people share mostly dis-
carded items that are products of capitalism won’t foster any au-
tonomy or facilitate social struggles. It is akin to dumpster diving—an
activity that may help us spend less money and work less but all
within the realm of capitalist survival. This isn’t about rejecting it and

*OUR STRUGGLE IS ONE~*

forming some anti-Really Really Free Market ideology. This
is about looking at it as an activity that may not be doing much
at all to get us closer to any kind of anarchist way of relating,
We got all this capitalist consumption and destruction sucking
the life out of everything and the state has its boot to our necks
if we try to reject it. We really have to start thinking about
how we’re going to destroy this society if we’re going to stop
being slaves.

As for ENB, it should be said that it is more of a charity proj-
ect that some anarchists participate uncritically, a free social
service that fosters no sort of autonomy and merely alleviates
a very small and localized portion of one of capital’s disas-
ters: hunger.

KK: FNB, Critical Mass, Really Really Free Markets, and so
on are generally easy to start and do, thus a lot of people get
involved in them. Many people in the anarchist scene want to
do something, anything, so they get involved with projects like
this. Something isn’t always better than nothing,

I was personally involved in FNB for a couple of years when
I first became interested in anarchism. I wanted to put some of
my ideas in practice in a collective setting and the only activi-
ties in my city were FNB and Critical Mass. As a young
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projects were easy to join, but at
the same time I actually think they
were detrimental to my develop-
ment because they got me oriented
towards a sort of alternative gocial
gervice. The model that these ac-
tivities function under is the anar-
chist form of activism, which is
completely irrelevant to social
struggle and creating revolution. 1
guess I prefer social war to social
gervice,

DS: I spent over a year doing weekly FNB. At that time I did
not consider myself anarchist but could more accurately be
labeled an activist. FNB fit with the activist way of relating to
people. The poor and homeless were interested in our food
because it was convenient and easy. On a practical level, we
were just another charity group feeding the hungry and feeling
bad for them as they left. As aproject it didn’t foster any sort
of autonomous mode of sustenance but rather reinforced an
institutional dependence on charity. We have to be critical of
these projects and really ask ourselves, “Is this a meaningful
and useful activity that meets our aims and goals of destroying
capital?” I think FNB fails in doing so but yet it’s been widely
embraced throughout the anarchist milieu.

Modesto Anarcho: How can we interest people in our ideas
and then get them active in more militant forms of action?

DS: What we think you are asking us is, “how do we increase
the number of people interested in anarchizsm?” We don’t care
about quantity in the same way that others do. We’re not
against the growth of the anarchist milieu, but that’s not our
main goal.



KK: A lot of anarchists just want others to accept the ideological
package of anarchy. Our goal is not the promotion of an ideology or
a label. Instead we want to see the exploited autonomously organize
themselves. Being insurrectionary anarchists does not oblige us to
promote that perspective as an ideology. Rather we think the insur-
rectionary methodology—autonomy, self-organization, conflictual-
ity, and so on— iz most appropriate for successful social struggle.

DS: And secondly you’re asking, “how, on a practical level, do we
get these people to take more conflictual activity?” Becoming active
in “‘militant forms of action” is not our greatest interest since the
idea of militancy can and often is divorced from the quality of
theory that should back any anarchist projects.

KK: Also, the notion of us trying to get people active implies an
organizer-organized relationship as well. We’re much more inter-
ested in relating to people in a horizontal way. Also we are not
going to be the main catalyst for getting people to be more conflic-
tual. A lot of that is going to come from people’s everyday experi-
ences in conflict at their workplaces and in their neighborhoods.
The various riots that have broken out in the US in the past decade
have not come from any conditioning by anarchists, but rather from
people’s own personal experiences being fucked over. On the other
hand, the part that anarchists can play in those situations is to push
those ruptures further by intervening in the conflict in a way that
promotes, through action and ideas, autonomy, direct action, and the
rejection the political process completely.

For instance, in France during the fight against the CPE, a bill in-
tended to increase bosses® power at work, people took action to
extend the conflict by attempting to paralyze the economy. Train sta-
tions were blockaded, attempts were made to communicate with
other workers who weren’t involved, people transformed demon-
strations into riots, etc. They weren’t promoting an ideology; they
were creating momentum through their actions. And these actions,
this practical experience, subverted a variety of social separations
such as work, academia, racial boundaries, breaking the social
peace through direct action against cops, political structures, busi-
ness, etc.

Modesto Anarcho: Does the importance that insmrectionary
anarchy places on “organizing for attack” mean that some
people will feel alienated from certain modes of struggle? Is it
simply a push for anarchism to be more “militant?”

KK: Sure, some people will feel alienated from it, but then again, a
lot of people are alienated from ritualized demonstrations with hip-
pies, weirdoes, leftist sects, and so on marching around in circles.
The thing is, we are socialized to be passive, to have shit thrown in
our face all day long by bosses, cops, social workers, etc. This so-
ciety has debilitated us, so we feel like conflict should be avoided,
and we should just accept things as they are. Feeling alienated is a
condition of our existence under capitalism, and we’ve got to undo

its effects. We’ll have to unlearn this conditioning through our
actions and attempts at transforming our relations.

DS: The idea of militancy is highly problematic from our per-
spective. But as a short answer, no we don’t just want people to
be more “militant.” Many people confuse insurrectionary anar-
chism with gimply rioting or even the black bloc. We are not
against these things, but it is a serious reduction. There is a fe-
tishization of militancy in the American radical scene, a glorifi-
cation of violence, weapons, etc. This includes anarchists too.
So we hear completely uncritical and idiotic glorification of the
Weathermen, the Black Liberation Army, and even Hezbollah.
People talk about going underground or doing one major action,
as if these are glorious things to sacrifice your life for. But there
is no glory in sacrifice or isolation.

In Anne Hansen’s book Direct Action, she describes in great
detail the fear, alienation, and social paralysis that resulted
from living completely in secrecy while trying to undertake a
few large underground actions. There will always be risk in
revolting, and we have to look out for repression and our secu-
rity. But we can do this without becoming slaves to canses that
lose relevance to our desires for something completely different
than this society.

Modesto Anarcho: Some have charged that adding militant
tactics to certain struggles (that may not be our own) equates
to vanguardism. How would you respond to that?

KK: Well first check out the above question on militancy. That
being said, some argue that people who undertake action such as
sabotage when “the masses™ are not doing the same, are substi-
tuting themselves for the masses as the vehicle of revolutionary
change. We tend to think that our lives are our own and we have
to begin by defining our own course of action.

This doesn’t mean that it’s a smart idea to throw bricks during a
police-surrounded demonstration that involves lots of people
who are unprepared or unwilling to face repression.

But then again, in Italy several years ago, in a town where an
incinerator was being built, anarchists blew up a pylon that sup-
plied electricity to the worksite. People in the town were ex-
tremely supportive of the action, and when anarchists partici-
pated in demonstrations against the incinerator later on, people
came up to anarchists telling them that that action was great. So
it goes both ways, and we have to use our heads and not treat
every situation in a formulaic way.

Modesto Anarcho: What would you say to those who claim
that while unions, the general left, etc. may be reformist,
they are the higgest vehicles for creating class (or any
other) consciousness in people that exists right now in the
US, so therefore it should be strengthened and worked with?

“Being insurrectionary anarchists does not oblige us to
promote that perspective as an ideology. Rather we think
the insurrectionary methodology—autonomy, self-organi-
zation, conflictuality, and so on— is most appropriate for

successful social struggle.”’



DS: The Left is the lefi-wing of capital and is our enemy. Unions,
consumer groups, single issue NGOs, and environmental organiza-
tions— all these seek the maintenance of capital and the social
order, but they propose managing the situation only slightly differ-
ently. To assume that they “pull people in,” or have the potential to,
ig part of the Leftist and activist presumption that people need to be
converted to their ideas and their causes. This numerical relation-
ship to social change is the reflection, again, of Left politics— itself
merely a differing representation of the same domination. So fuck
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KK: We recognize that there are individuals from the Left who
become interested in anarchist projects and there is potential for
them to work with us. On an individual bagis, people are much
easier to work with, but we have to be wary of sirategies that are
proposed which would drag us back into the paradigm of represen-
tation and alternative management schemes. For example, if we
were trying to plan some kind of action against the war it wouldn’t
be necessary to exclude everyone who was a member of some Left
group. Some of these people may be interested in taking a project in
aradical direction. Many people, especially in larger cities in the
US, get involved in Leftist projects because they are more wide-
spread and “active.” Groups like the International Socialist Organi-
zation, for example, have dozens of monthly events, lots of litera-
ture, speakers, funding, etc. so people join them who aren’t neces-
sarily commiited to Leftist ideologies or programs.

On the other hand, there are many on the Left who are much more
ideologically committed. These people propose more symbolic ac-
tivity intended to appeal to those in power, or activities that seek to
show large numbers of people while deemphasizing direct action.
On occasion they propose direct action as a last resort and as
simply a tactic —a means— towards political power.

DS: If you look at Bangladesh in recent times you’ll see how vari-
ous political factions uge mob violence and rioting in order to dis-
rupt other political parties® functions or to debilitate the ruling
party’s own programs. Violence was widespread in Dhaka during
the elections of early 2007. And it took place at the encouragement
of parties who wished to dominate the government. That kind of ri-
oting has nothing to do with direct action as an aspect of autonomous
organization. It was a harnessing of anger and a charmeling of it into
violence that could be directed for a different set of aspiring rulers.
Again, we need to be critical. Not every violent ¢lash is revolution-
ary just because it uses violence and sabotage. We have to see what
underlies it and what it is being used for.

KK: Also, we have to think about how we relate to specific situa-
tions. For example in response to the Iraq war, many ad-hoc anti-
war groups were set up in the US by a variety of people, not neces-

sarily by any Leftist group. On some occasions these groups
presented opportunities for people to discuss and implement
radical strategies, in many cases they were dead ends for any
direct action. So we must make the distinction between these
ad-hoc groups that arise around certain issues like the war, pol-
lution, and organizations such as unions, parties, and NGOs.
The latter are all institutionalized bureaucratic organizations
that seek to represent people and causes. The ad-hoc organiza-
tions, however, can become part of the Left, but that isn’t
always the case. It’s complicated, and you have to be smart
about it, otherwise you end up being used by someone or some
organization.

DS: That being said, we should never seek to strengthen the
Left. We should challenge Leftism in anarchist thought as well
as oppose openly the programs and proposals of the Left in any
situation of social struggle. If we fail to do this without mercy
or hesitance, we aid our own disposal at the hands of a new set
of masters who will, as history has always shown, show us no
mercy when we oppose their version of exploitation. All you’ve
got to do is read about the Russian Revolution, the Spanish
Revolution, May 1968, and vou’ll see that the Left recuperated
and liquidated uncontrollable radical and anarchist elements.
People should really study and learn from the history of failed
social struggles. We’ve got to think about these things and be
sharp in our criticism and opposition to the Left, not through
obsessive anti-Left ideologies that become ends in themselves,
but in order to understand how we deal and interact with them.

So to address your question again, we don’t need to be reliant
on the Left for developing class-consciousness. Class-
consciousness is not as scarce as some assume it to be. The
widespread destruction of businesses and the attacking of the
police in many riots make this very clear. What is not present is
class solidarity and widespread class conflict. We believe that
the experiences of the exploited, through direct action and
social conflict, are the main force for transforming people’s
perspectives and relations.

Modesto Anarcho: There are some that say that an insmrec-
tionary praxis focuses more on the negative and not enough
on building alternatives. How would you respond?

DS: That’s completely true. A negation of the institutions of
power requires the destruction of everything that keeps us ex-
ploited and dependent. So for us, we have to be able to organize
for attack before we can start dreaming of utopias.

KK: “Building alternatives™ in the anarchist milieu consists of
such things as bike collectives, worker’s coops, Indymedia,
“community” gardening projects, and Really Really Free Mar-
kets. Most of these are an extension of anarcho-activism, a
place to volunteer and “‘help the community.” Some actually
think that these are the infrastructure of a new world that will
eventually take the place of capitalism. Hilarious.

Some of these “alternatives™ are completely institutionalized,
meaning they are legal non-profits funded and dependent upon
grants. Here in Seattle, people promote community gardens,
which are sanctioned and regulated by the city; that’s not an al-
ternative. On the other hand, bike coops are one of the purest



forms of anarchist subcultural consumerism. It’s the perfect volun-
teer activity for anarcho-bike enthusiasts. Obviously it presents no
challenge at all to capitalism, and promotes the Leftist ideology of
alternative and green transportation. Bikes are about as green as the
petrochemical factories that produce their tires, and the mines that
provide the metals for their frames.

It’s not a bad thing that anyone would be a part of a worker’s
coop. But they’re irrelevant as a strategy for undermining and
overthrowing capitalism; they still have wage labor, recreate the
division between life and work, make you your own boss, etc. But
some radical land projects interest us due to their capacity to sus-
tain those in revolt. However many become an end in themselves,
reinforcing the idea that if evervone did land projects that we can
merely secede from capitalism.

Many think that a revolution is possible without decisive and de-
structive attack on the social order. They think that somehow the
state might wither away, and their coops, bike shops, vegan cafés
are going to provide the infrastructure for a new world. It’s not
going to happen, sorry. We aren’t fetishizing insurrection, we just
recognize it as a necessity towards our self-liberation.

Modesto Anarcho: How would you say an inswrrectionary
praxis is linked with the creation of autonomous space? Should
insurrectionary anarchists use autonomous space to further
their projects?

KK: Nearly every inch of the world has been completely trans-
formed and colonized by capitalism for its needs. Capital wants to
commodify all space, and to reduce our interactions to simply
buying and selling. Mike Davis, author of City of Quartz and Planet
of Slums, talks about the “prison-mall™ that cities have become.
What he means by this is that cities are areas that physically ex-
press the dictates of capitalism. Public spaces in which people can
gather are being eliminated because they can pose a danger to the
social order, and they are being transformed into areas solely for
commerce and designed for easy surveillance and control of popu-
lations.

You’ve got to think that cities, towns, suburbs, etc. are a product of
specific social relations; therefore if we are talking about total
transformation, our living spaces are going to require complete
transformation as well. But in the here and now, we’re going to
have to reclaim and occupy physical space.

DS: So yes, we are fighting for room to breathe in the present. So
there is a definite necessity to link the creation of autonomous
space and insurrectionary anarchism. They cannot be separated
since ultimately what we want is the ability to live without being
dominated. We will need space in which we can organize, relate,
develop our theory and practice, and physically sustain ourselves.

KK: Many LA comrades we’ve met have been involved with au-
tonomous space via social centers, starting gardens, squatting
buildings, squatting in the woods, etc. Some of these were exten-
sions of specific insurrectionary projects, while others were part of
people’s practical rejection of rent and private property.

DS: We're interested in experimentation with autonomous space
and what kind of possibilities it can open up for us. In fact, it will

be absolutely necessary to acquire, reclaim, or occupy space
that we can use for things for recreating our lives, for learning
new ways of interacting that aren’t based on all this alienating
shit, all the buying and selling and internet “socializing.” We’re
so disconnected from the ecosystems we live in. We don’t even
have any kind of direct relationship with what most people call
“nature.” So autonomous space could give us the physical terri-
tory to start learning how to grow food and survive without de-
stroying other people and our ecological surroundings.

Modesto Anarcho: What are some communities, movements,
projects, and places around the world that you would con-
tend are showing inswrrectionary anarchist tactics and ideas
in practice (although maybe without that label).

DS: We’re not going to say what’s already been better written.
The best reference would be to check out our magazine for sev-
eral examples of insurrection and revolt from all over the
world. While this may seem like shameless self-promotion, it’s
not. But seriously, everyone should buy 10 of our magazines
each.

Modesto Anarcho: What are some things that you would
suggest voung people do if they are interested in doing some
projects that would be organized along the lines of insurrec-
tionary anarchist praxis?

DS: Insurrection will be made by all ages, not just the young.
We’d suggest that people develop a stronger theoretical bagis
for arevolutionary practice. A lot of anarchist projects in the
US are tedious, formulaic, and lack a dynamism that is vital to
experimentation and growth. Our risks as anarchists are not con-
fined merely to the kidnapping and imprisonments by the state’s
repressive apparatus. We need to risk acting and relating in
ways that are both critical and experimental. There is a lack of
energy amongst us because we fear thinking outside of the boxes
presented to us for so long by the anarchist milieu, which is
often stuck in the trappings of activism, Leftism, capitalist
social identities, and subcultural ghettos. We’ve got to fight this
inertness if we are to make ourselves areal and formidable
threat or relegate ourselves to being another symbolic opposi-
tion easily swept into the dustbin of history.

One of our biggest concerns is alienation. *“The subversion of
daily life” iz not just a slogan for us. Current social relations
are mired in the emptiness of selling, buying, exchange, and the
identities and divisions that result. The so-called counter-
cultures that many of us find ourselves passing through will
always remain markets from which capital can harvest. So we
have no use for subcultures and their spectacular fashions, codi-
fied behaviors, and esoteric knowledge of various commodities.
We want to relate outside of all this fucking marketing and con-
sumption. We want to challenge each other and ourselves with
willful determination. Our freedom rests on our ability to redis-
cover our power instead of becoming continually crippled by
our lack of it.

KK: Every model that exists today has failed and we shouldn’t
waste any more time. We need to completely abandon the stag-
nant formulas that dominate our ideas about how we should go
about fighting back in this world. We have limitless opportuni-



ties to develop our projects exactly the way we want to, with others ll The Failure of Gore’s Environmentalism ]
who share our perspectives and goals. We should attack domination By Phoenix Insurgent {

while ensuring that we can sustain social war in the long term. 1 If you've seen Gore's movie, you already know the state of the
4planet. The environment is not just on the verge of collapse - it is col- §

Flapsing! Unfortunately, Al Gore's limited political imagination cannot

DS: Lastly, I want to say that our project with A Murder of Crows Yconceive of the kinds of solutions this erisis demands. 4

is not one of convincing anybody of anything or wanting anyone to Watching his movie, it’s obvious that the picture he paints,
become our followers. We want people to think on their own, touse } pleak indeed, does not match up with his wishy-washy preseription.
their critical faculties in understanding and analyzing the world The world is going to hell, he tells us: call congress, recycle more,
around them. The articles we present in the magazine are a commu- buy electric cars. But who is really responsible for the state of the
nication of analyses we find useful. There’s no finality to what we L environment? The capitalists and their government protectors are the §
say. We’re open to a contention of ideas and practices that subvert ones who have made this world how it is, not us. Further, billions on
this society. We want to find others who are interested in the devel- $ the planet most affected by the crisis subsist on a few dollars or less #

: : a day — their environmental problem is not one out of which they
opment of this project, regardless of any labels. Jf i PR |

, ., ! Despite his dire predietions, Gore has not supported people 1
KK & DS: Buck up and let’s fuckin’ roll! - who have actually taken direct action against this destruction, like
the Green Scare prisoners and Earth Liberation Front. Why? The
answer is obvious, of course. How could he advocate action outside
the political system from which he benefits? Gore doesn't want us
b political and empowered. He wants a very narrow kind of political
action that leaves us blaming ourselves and looking to leaders and
L government for help. ;
Nevertheless, direct action and a rapid, radical shift away from 'E
JL industrial capitalism is the only solution to our problem. Every other Jf
option either makes things worse or further empowers the very sam¢ }
seientists, bureaucrats, politicians, experts and capitalists who made
this mess to begin with. Solving this problem requires a movement
[ that does not recognize the pathetically limited political space that ]
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. elites like Gore have designated for us. It requires a dircet action
movement that recognizes the state and capitalisn for what they are, §
causes of and not solutions to the crisis we face. r,
¢ Concerned liberals, progressives and right-wingers alike claim 3
{ that calling congresswomen, conscious consuming, voting and
peaceful sign-holding are the only paths open to us if we want
change. And the politicians they support tell us likewise, as do their  §
capitalist bosses. But, they tell us this precisely because they own
P the very political system in which they want us to funnel our ener-
gies - a system that exists to proteet the wealth and power of a tiny
but terribly destructive minority. As long as we stay within their
system, there is no way we can win; the privileged positions of rich
people like Gore will not be threatened and the destruction of the
Earth will continue.

Speaking historically, do we now look back with disdain on the
Abolitionists and slave insurrectionists that physically fought against
slavery? Do we now evaluate their struggle and advise them, posthu-
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View them online at:
http://'www.geocities.com/amurderofcrows1/
Email them at:
amurderofcrows1@yahoo.com
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Issues of the jOl,lmal cost $3 for US orders mously, that they should not have attacked that murderous system
. . { through direct action? Do we really think that the slavocrats or their
and $5 for international. Contact for bulk ‘ political lackeys should have been left to decide when and how to

L abolish slavery — and what to replace it with? That kind of thinking
is ahistorical and dangerous because it denies the ageney of regular
people in overturning oppressive or destructive systems. It is the

rate info:
A Murder of Crows
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people themselves that force change on the system. Politicians only
PO Box 20442 J[ seek to obstruct it or make it safe for the rich and powerful.
Seattle: WA 98102 The fact is, we have already tried the solutions Gore proposes. <

And they have failed, not because we have not voted or shopped
responsibly, but precisely because the system is not capable of deliv- |
ering them. Now we are out of time. The only solution is direct
4. action against the system of industrial production that is killing the 4
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. = o planet. At the heart of capitalism is the destruction of the Earth; :
. o there is no such thing as an ethical or environmental capitalism. And
: o F ROWS = ¢ we cannot allow the same elites who drove the planet to collapse to

=3 FOR SOCIAL WAR AND THE SUBVERSION OF DATLY LIFE 24 & decide how or what to do about it now. Until we challenge this

: = system, we cannot talk about saving the environment, much less
ourselves. Capitalism and Industrialism must be dismantled immedi-
ately and we cannot trust politicians and eapitalists to do it.

3 http://phoenixinsurgent.blogspot.com/
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An interview with
Ryan J Saari founder of
Not My Government productions

Modesto Anarcho: Can you talk a little bit
about the goals of Not My Government,
why it exists, how it got started, etc?

Not My Government: The media (stencils, stickers,
posters and the website) exist to criticize social,
political and economic structures in the USA. To
provide free propaganda for people to download and
print to use as they see fit. To influence other artists
and be a royal pain-in-the-ass to buffers to the point
they quit their jobs and start slapping up some stickers
instead. Also it would be nice to make a living off it.

| started tabling my art and people kept asking what
organization | was in which got me thinking maybe |
should get a name. At the same time there was this
t-shirt that said “Not My President” with a picture of
Bush on it and | kept thinking to myself “Well, if Gore
won, he wouldn’t be my President either.” So | came
up with the “Not My Government” t-shirt as a
response and shortly after that | named the website
as well. The Not My Government website came
online in 2003. But | have been doing propaganda
since 1996. | started the website in 1997 but it was
just piggy-backing on other sites - first my school’s,
then my brother’s.

MA: Is the goal of NMG to politicize graffiti
artists or to get radicals into doing graffiti?
Or both?

NMG: Well, the goals are set forth by D.O.T.S.
(Disciples of the Spray Can) rather than NMG (Not
My Government). | see DOTS as the theory and NMG
as the practice of that theory. NMG is my art work
and my interpretation of DOTS. DOTS is art theory



by deconstructing graffiti into religion. It is an
attempt to influence traditional graffiti artists
(writers, bombers, hip-hop graf, taggers, ego graf)
to produce political art on a mass scale. The
development of theory interests me because DOTS
takes three taboo subjects (politics, religion and
graffiti) and makes them one. Originally, it was for
me to follow the guidelines that | wrote in the
Message - part 1 but | believe there is room in
DOTS for others to make their own goals. And all
the drunkin rants posing as religion are on NMG
website for people to read and yes,
godisaspraycan.

MA: What are ways in which anarchists
and other radicals can use graffiti, wheat
pasting, and other forms of illegal art to
aid their various movements?

NMG: It could aid in getting the word out. The best
way | think it could aid is that it's a starting point,
where a person outside the “movement” can getin
touch with others. Of course, this means the person
or people putting up the work would put themselves
more at risk if they do this, but it could be just a
website address. And the risk is worth taking. But
we (street artist activists) need to figure out a better
way to connect with the viewers and people in
struggle against capitalism.

Thankfully, Graffiti is the easiest art form out there
to getinvolved in; all you need is to write something
on the wall. And Graffiti has always been a mix of
artist being the viewer and the viewer being the
artist, but | would like to see it getting more people
involved and developing into different styles. Graffiti
in some ways is getting pretty uniformed. | hope
kids start mixing it up more, using stencils, wheat
paste, stickers and throw some free hand in there
as well. This unwritten rule of you can’t mix stencil
with free hand (or free hand and wheat paste)
needs to be thrown out the window.

MA: Graffiti as a street culture is very
hierarchal. People slash other writers,
sometimes there are fights and violence.
There is a desire to get known and “come
up”. Do you think that the underground
graffiti scene can be a potential base for
radical activity, or do you think that it is






already too steeped in its own inner
conflicts?

NMG: | never viewed it as hierarchical. | do
view it very macho, sexist and juvenile; and
totally male dominated. | was in a crew with a
president and it didn’t mean nothing, all it
meant was that fucker had to call everybody
for meetings and deal with inner crew
problems and other shit. | never felt that | had
to follow orders. The fighting and violence go
back to the fact that most Graf writers are male
and are from the ages of 13 to 18. For some
reason, males at this age feel some need to
beat the fuck out of each other, them being
graffiti artists is just a coincidence. Also, | have
heard more than once from writers from cities
that without Graffiti they would be dead
because Graffiti got them away from gangs.
Personally, | don’t know if that’s true or not;
I’'m not from the city.

“Getting known, coming up and getting up” is
the name of the game at least in the
beginning. Then comes style. Then, if you last

that long, subject matter comes next. | never
viewed “getting known” as a negative. An artist
could definitely take a lead but | never saw it
as a fight to the top or anything. Take Twist;
he was up everywhere and every nickel and
dime artist started to look like him. I'm for sure
he didn’t want that, but he was on “top.” But
that was '98; where the fuck is he now? No
where (in the gallery selling art). Nobody really
pays it any mind, maybe people with money
(art collectors), but writers sure don't.

Also, | always thought it was pretty awesome
that Graf writers were bombing the fuck out
of the city while all these fuck heads just sat
on their hands complaining but never got off
their ass voluntarily to do anything about it.
Graffiti is always about action. | go as far as
you’re only a Graffiti artist when you’re in the
act of doing it - before and after you'’re just
like everybody else. Also it’s a hella lot of fun
getting up.

“...can be potential base for radical
activity...oris it already too steeped in its own



inner conflicts?” Not any more or less then any
other subculture is. Other than the system of
capitalism, the biggest problem for Graf is that there
are not enough women doing it.

MA: In Washington DC, anarchist graffiti
artist BORF was recently arrested. There
is also the “green scare” and an ongoing
backlash against anarchists and other
radicals. Are you ever afraid that putting
a public face to your work will make you
a victim of government repression?

NMG: BOREF - | didn’t know he got arrested again.
I remember it was 2004 or 20057 Personally | would
never have heard of him if he didn’t get arrested.

Am | afraid putting a public face on my work? Sure.
But it's not gonna stop me. In recent history | have
been putting my name out there more then ever.

As for backlash against Anarchists/radicals, | feel
it goes in cycles. Right now, the Government is
coming at us hard. We really need to broaden our
work and outreach to people so we can turn this
shit around. Also, for an anarchist, just living under
any government is being a “victim of government
repression.” Living day to day in this system of shit
its real easy to lose sight that pretty much anything
a person can do is attach to some kind of
government repression. So much so that it
becomes “normal” and we don'’t pay any tension
toit. So | guess the trick is to pay attention to it and
do something to change it and bringing your friends
and neighbors with you.

MA: Graffiti and street art (everything
from wheat-paste murals to stickering)
is one of the easiest things that people
can do to create revolutionary messages
throughout their landscape. What things
would you suggest young people begin
engaging in if they are interested in
hitting the streets?

NMG: I'm a big believer in trial and error. Give
yourself some time to figure things out; I'm talking
years here, not days. It takes time to develop style
and technique. Also look at examples of other
artists. Don’t pretend you're the only one doing



such things; talk to others and share ideas. If
you have internet access, check out
visualresistance.org/wordpress/zine. It is a
‘how to make street art’ page and tells you all
the basics.

MA: Do you think that radicals
looking to do street art should try
and work in teams, or should people
stick to working as individuals?

NMG: | have done both and | have no
personal problem with either. If it's a group
thing, | have to trust everybody in that group
with my freedom and visa versa. This might
make things go slow at first cause everybody
is getting a feel of how much risk they’re willing
to take with each other. When you’re by
yourself, you don’t need to worry about any
of that but it's harder doing larger things. So |
try to do both. When I’'m in a group, | get into
political discussions and grow from it. Also if
your in a group its easier to start doing other

radical work and organize other actions
against the state.

MA: What is NMG working on right
now that you want people to know
about? How can people support your
work?

NMG: Right now I’'m working on the star pig
posters (limited edition screen prints). It's
gonna be about 11 or 12 different posters. And
DOTS poster series is done and are for sale
on the website. Also as always | am making
free download posters, stencils and sticker
masters for the website. | am going to do a
Graf-zine of all East Bay Graf. And a graphic
novel if my brother ever gets off his ass and
gets his shit together.

notmygovernment.com

flickr.com/photos/notmygovernment
myspace.com/notmygovernment



Workplace resistance at a ‘small |IIISIIIBSS

by anonymous

Small, locally owned business are being pushed as
better alternatives to large corporations. They are portrayed
as being “better for the community” by being easier on the
environment, treating employees well, creating local jobs,

and not creating such a huge class gap between workers. But

let’s think about who is pushing this image and how true it
really is. Small companies are still part of the big picture of
capitalism. Those profiting from capitalism want to keep
the consumer market alive, at whatever cost really, to pro-
tect their large incomes. Knowing that, we realize that beau-
tifully promising image of small businesses is just a mirage.
Large corporations know the number of people shopping at
small, locally owned businesses is growing fast and that
there’s a market there. So that of course, is where they’re
shipping their products to be sold. Consequently, many
small businesses end up simply pushing the products of
large corporations. Kind of defeats the purpose doesn’t it?
Kind of goes against that whole socially and environmentally
conscious image doesn’t it? That’s capitalism, trying to de-
ceive us with a pretty picture.

The main concern of capitalists is to maintain slave
labor (both human and animal) and to offer frivolous goods
to those slaves to keep them falsely satisfied in the hope that
they will not revolt so they may continue to reap the finan-
cial benefit of those slave’s lives and time. Capitalists do
not see the Earth, animal life, or human life as sacred or
beautiful. They see the Earth, animal, and human life as ma-
terial resources which they can use to gain profit. The
health of the Earth, the ethical treatment of animals, and our
own sanity means nothing in a capitalist world. We are just
seen as monetary value.

When I first started working at a small, locally owned
health food store, I was so excited that I didn’t have to work
for a large corporation. Iwas thrilled to be a part of some-
thing that I thought was so intimate and so different from
working for a big business. The owner of the store even ex-
pressed excitement to have me working at the store. Ireally
thought this was a place where my well being would always
be taken into consideration and my boss would treat me like
a humyn being. Well, after two years of working for a small
company, I found out that it’s not much different from any
other business. I found out that it all boils down to the one
main concern; money making. Money making was the only
thing the owner was thinking about when expressing excite-
ment at hiring me. The owner knew I had a good amount of
knowledge of nutrition and natural healing so a “good busi-
ness call” was made, that’s all it was.

Since I've been working at this health food store I've
noticed that the owner makes a lot of decisions that are ben-

eficial for the business but not for the employees. Our
well being comes after the money. I thought the health of
my co-workers and myself would be a great concern to
the owner especially since we work at a health food store.
However, we’re not offered health insurance and the only
concern the boss has if we’re ill is that we’re not at the
store raking in dough.

In one instance, the boss was considering firing me
because I missed work for five days due to a very serious
infection. Iwas never once asked how [ was doing. The
owner wanted me to have my doctor fax a note stating my
condition and why I couldn’t come to work. I couldn’t get
it through the owner’s head that I couldn’t do that because
I don’t have health insurance and I can’t afford to go to a
doctor. [was treating myself at home. Another example
of how well we’re treated is one of my co-workers who’s
raising a family on her income of $8 an hour. She has dia-
betes and high blood pressure and she can’t even afford
the medication to keep it under control. She works full
time at the health food store and when she goes home she
works full time taking care of her family. A couple of
months ago she ended up in the hospital for about a week
due to complications with her health issues. She works
really hard every day when she should be at home resting
and just recently she got a meager 25 cent raise.

When I got my first raise I thought the owner was
really giving and figured that she treated everyone with as
much generosity. The first raise I got was a dollar. The
second raise I got was another dollar. The owner in-
formed us that we were not to talk about our pay with any
of our co-workers. I didn’t really understand why until
my co-workers and I had a discussion about our pay. 1
make two dollars an hour more than other full time, Span-
ish speaking employees. One of those employees has
been there as long as I have and another one has way more
work experience than I do. Spanish speaking employees



are on high demand in the store. We get a lot of customers
who only speak Spanish and a good amount of people who
speak Portuguese who can communicate in Spanish but not
English. As long as I've worked there, all of the Latino em-
ployees have received less pay then non-Latino employees;
regardless of how hard they work and how many customers
they help with their Spanish speaking abilities. My co-
workers and I have talked a lot about this and have con-
cluded that the owner may even be racist.

We’'ve also discussed the large gap between our pay
and the owner and management’s pay. The income of the
management has been kept a secret from us but we figure
it’s a lot because of our manger’s lifestyle. The manager
can afford things that we definitely cannot. The income of
the owner has also been kept a secret from us but we know
it’s a lot because of the owner’s lifestyle. The owner has
several houses, is always going on vacations and cruises,
has brand new cars, and can afford whatever else. In the
past year, the sales in the store have lately not been to their
liking. The owner has been pressuring us to boost sales.
We are now expected to be pushy sales people, to coerce
people into buying more than they need, or buying the more
expensive product when there is a cheaper option. None of
us are willing to do that especially since a good amount of
our customers can barely afford to shop at our store at all.
Why should we pressure people who are living on low in-
comes to spend more money on making a rich business
owner richer? Why should we work harder at making a
rich business owner richer when we’re unfairly paid and
neglected?

When I've asked my co-workers what they think about
working without a manager or a boss they all responded
with an enthusiastic “hell yeah,” (or something similar).

We talked about what it would be like if we had no man-
ager and if we all owned the business; we could all share
the responsibility in the store (like we already do) and we
would get paid more and equally. That would enable us to
better take care of our health. This seemed to be a mutual
dream among us underpaid maltreated workers. Since this
dream isn’t a reality, my co-workers and I have decided to
look after our own and each other’s well beings, despite
our boss.

We have realized that the owner of the store is not con-
cerned with our lives or health so we’ve been taking our
lives and health into our own hands. Since we aren’t paid
very well and we can’t afford most of the products we sell
in our store (even with our employee discount) we have
decided to take what we need, on the house! The cost of
living is high, especially if you are raising a family and
have health complications. One of my co-workers once
expressed to me that she almost feels guilty taking food
from the store (which she usually takes for her family).
But, she said, the owner has several houses and cars and
my family and I can only afford to live in a small apart-
ment. She confessed that after she remembers those facts,
she doesn’t feel any guilt. We know the owner can afford it

The boss hs the production process
money, the weight of preudice
custom, solation, nerfa, and
uinetely he low ond the

polie on isside.

We only have each oher,

and we aren’t given enough, so we take what we need.
We all watch each others backs in this endeavor to
make sure everyone stays safe and no one loses their
job.

I think this makes us feel a little bit more empow-
ered and in control of our own lives, besides just trying
to get by. Work is stressful, mind-numbing, and on
some days even dreadful. We go through the day like
robots, programmed by capitalism to benefit those on
the top. The fact that we’re humyn, the fact that we
feel, that our emaotions fluctuate, and that our health
fluctuates is hardly acknowledged. We are expected to
be highly productive elements in a money making ma-
chine. This doesn’t leave much room to live our lives
like they were meant to be lived. This doesn’t give
much room for health or for sanity. I feel insane some-
times at work. Ifeel out of control. But it feels really
empowering when me and a group of people with simi-
lar situations can come to an understanding of how
“business” is run and say, “You know what, fuck that.
I'm going to take care of my life and watch out for my
friends and not be afraid of capitalism.”

I've written this with the hope that it will inspire
those who feel trapped, those who feel like they have no
power, and those who feel insane at work (you’re not al-
one). You do have power. You have the power to say what is
best for you and not have to worry what is best for the
company, or “the team,” or the boss. You have the
power over your own life; don’t let anyone tell you dif-
ferent. Capitalism has programmed us to think that
those on top are better than those below them and those
on top have power over those below them. No one has
power over you. Take your life into your own hands.
Smash capitalism. I mean, all forms of it, big business,
small business, it’s all part of the same machine. Don’t
fall for the pretty picture painted by capitalism. Live
your life.

For more more information on some of these ideas
and to read and see more of the comics which are
part of this essay, check out “Abolish Restaurants”
at www.prole.info.



Eric McDavid was arrested in Aul)urn, CA on
January 13, 2006 as part of the government's

ongoing green scare campaign. He now faces

two decades in prison.

After more thana year of pretrial incarceration and the associated legal
costs, Eric is preparing to go to trial and needs to raise funds to mount
the best defense possible. Eric’s two co-defendants are cooperating with
the government, so Eric and his attorney are left to {ight this outrageous
charge alone. To prepare for trial Eric must hire investigators and experts,
aswell as continue paying his attorney. Thiswill cost thousands of dollars.
We are trying to raise as much money as possible, as quickly as possible,

so that this enormous financial burden will no longer fall on his family.

Please consider organizing a fundraiser for Eric or donate directly

’chrough paypal to: sacprisonersupport@-riseup.net.
f you would like to send a donation Ly Inail, make a clleclz/nloney order out to:

“Sacramento Defense Fund” and send to: Sac Prisoner Support,

PO Box 163126, Sacramento, CA 95816

(cl’leclzs/money orders must be made out to “Sacramento Defense
Fund” or we will not be able to deposit them)

If you need support flyers, information or updates about the case, visit

. 2 ]:) . .
Eric’s website at www.supporteric.org

L/%W”@ %Wmﬂ é;of LLZ C@&'

Eric has been held in solitary confinement at the Sacramento County Main Jail since the day of his arrest. Eric was
arrested along with Zachary Jenson and Lauren Weiner and all three were charged with “conspiracy to destroy property
by means of fire or explosives.” The government’s case is based on the word of a single FBI informant who was paid over
$75,000 to fabricate a crime and implicate the trio. Both of Eric’s co-defendants have since caved under the threat of
being imprisoned for 20 years and plead guilty to a lesser charge. In doing so, they also agreed to testify against Eric and
cooperate in every way possi]:)le, including testifying in front of secret grand jury proceedings. Eric has been repeatec].ly
denied bail. For over a year, he has only been allowed to leave his cell for a few hours per week and receives very little

contact with the outside world. He needs your support now more than ever, as his trial date is quickly approaching.



General Interest: Mnll GSI“ Anarcnn

www.infoshop.org

www.crimethinc.com niSIrn “I' anll Gningl
[ |

www.prole.info S : z
www anticoolitics net Various titles atvery low prices! Insurrectionary
' p ' anarchism, anarcha-feminism, class struggle an-

www.anarcha.org archy, green anarchy, radical history, theory,
praxis, sexual health, various journals and publi-
News: cations, and much much more!
news.infoshop.org www.geocities.com/ anarcho209/distro
bombsandshields.blogspot.com Or write for a list to:
WWW-?ﬂmeS-C_a/eﬂ Modesto Anarcho, PO BOX 3027, Modesto,
www.indymedia.us CA95353
Anarchist Publications:

Green Anarchy - www.greenanarchy.org
Rolling Thunder - www.crimethinc.com/a/rt/

325 - www.325collective.com/
A Murder of Crows - www.geocities.com/
amurderofcrows1/

Earth First! Journal -
http://www.earthfirstjournal.org/
Fifth Estate - www.fifthestate.org/

Eyes and Ears:
www.audioanarchy.org
anarchistvideo.blogspot.com/



WELL CALL OUR POWER

FROM WITHIN

AND WELL TURN YOUR. GUNS

AROUND ON YOU

WELL TURN YOUR BOMBS

AROUND ON YOUL

WITH OUR. POWER. FROM WITHIN,

WE WILL END YOUR. POWER OVER® US,

WE WILL PLANT OUR. SEEDS

AND WITH TIME AND LOVE,

WE WILL RENOURISH THE POLLUTED SOIL;
WITH TIME AND LOVE

WE WILL RENOURISH OUR. POLLUTED SOULS

AND WE WILL WALK BAREFOOT ON THE EARTH,

HOLDING HANDS
LAUGHING,
CRYING,
LOVING,
SHARING IT ALL.
-LUNAS LIGHT WARRIOR
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Modesto Anarcho
PO BOX 3027
Modesto, CA 99393




