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We want a stateless and classless society. We want to
live in a self-governing world without any forms of top
down organization where all people have access and con-
trol over decision making and their lives. A world in which
all resources that people need to sustain themselves are
cared for in common and in harmony with the Earth. We
want the basis of labor to be human needs - not profit. We
want freedom, in which groups and communities brought
together by mutual aid, solidarity, and cooperation can live
lives as they see fit — liberated from domination. repres-
sion, coercion, and control. We want to build genuine
human relationships in which people can discover their
self-worth. realize their potential, and liberate their desires,
free from wage-slavery and State violence.

We are against all governments and capitalism. We
are against all governments because they are based upon
controlling people through complete and total violence by
means of the police, prisons. borders, military, and school
systems. Through this system of domination, governments
of the world ensure that working class and oppressed
people stay in the roles designed for them: subservient
workers and passives citizens. We are against capitalism,
because it is based upon class sociefy; a world where a few
own everything that we need in order to survive and the
rest of us are forced to work for them. This is a system of
wage slavery — in which we trade our lives for wages and
then buy back what we need to survive with those wages.
Capitalism deforms and contorts all human relationships
by turning everything into a commodity, including the
Earth, living things, and our very lives. Capitalism cannot
exist without the State — it needs the State’s violence to
protect the privileged position of those who benefit from
it. Only a social revolution will destroy capital and the
government - one generated by a mass movement of
the exploited as a whole.

Modesto Anarcho is a project to document and expand
resistance to class society, specifically in the Central
Valley of California. We want to use this publication to
focus on local issues and highlight what regular people are
doing in this area to confront and combat the misery of
working class life. Modesto Anarcheo seeks to increase the
confidence of working class and oppressed people in re-
gards to our ability to fight back, self-organize. and resist
collectively and as individuals. This project is open and
participatory — we invite all who share in our ideas to take
part in this magazine. If you wish to contribute, please
consider giving feedback, sending letters, or submitting
articles, poetry, original artwork, and graphics.

‘We have no demands for this system; we seek only
its destruction.
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4 ou live in one country, but the jobs pay so little

4 you decide to cross into the United States to make

'~/ more money. The work is hard, but you start a family.

You are deported in a raid on a slaughterhouse. You've
worked shit jobs all your life. You’re arrested one night and
end up in prison. You see a friend from across the room and
go to talk to him. The local white supremacist leader threat-
ens to stab you because you‘re friend is Latino and you are
white. You don’t know if your family will have enough to
bail you out of jail. You work in a factory loading produce
onto pallets that go to restaurants you can’t afford to eat in.
Most of the other people you work with smoke weed to
make it through the day. The company knows this and tells
everyone that if they are hurt on the job they will be drug
tested. People are hurt all the time at work, but are scared to
report it. You work as a caregiver, helping the sick and old
perform basic tasks. You’re paid so low that you live in
poverty. You pay union dues but your union makes deals
with the government for tiny pay increases and promises
not to strike. You watch as the forest behind your house be-
cause a strip mall. Then the track homes come in. Soon
your rent is so high you are forced to move. You don’t know
what to do so you join the army and are sent to Iraq. You
survive but watch your friends die and are forced to do
brutal things to people. You come back and still don’t know
what to do. You have trouble going to sleep and have night-
mares. Your boss threatens to fire you unless you go out
with him. You refuse and he fires you. You love writing
graffiti. One night you are caught and the police try and get
you to snitch on other writers. You refuse and are sent to
jail. You and your co-workers are paid poorly. You steal
from work. One of your co-workers is friends with the boss
and snitches on you. You are fired and the boss puts cam-
eras in the store to monitor the other workers. You work for
the state of California. The government can’t pass the
budget so the governor threatens to cut your wages to mini-
mum wage. You don’t know how you will survive. You’ve
liked boys since you were 11. You start a group at your
school for Gay and Lesbian students and the administration
breaks it up after pressure from Christian parents. When
other kids beat you up and call you “faggot™ you don’t even
bother to fight back. You work at a factory that moves to
Mexico and lays you off. You don’t have enough money to
pay your mortgage and your house is foreclosed on. Your
family is now homeless. Your car breaks down. You can’t
get to work and you have bills. You don’t know what you
are going to do. You never graduated high school. You mar-
ried a man that beats you, yet without him you can’t support
yourself. Sometimes you tell yourself you’ll leave him;
other days you just drink. You work at a university and hear
of a rally against fee hikes. You are sacred to attend because
you don’t have tenure. At a concert you push a cop who is
groping your friend. You receive a felony for “assaulting an
officer.* You’re driving home one night and someone starts
yelling racial slurs at you. You fling a trash can at their car



and a man stops the vehicle and gets &N\
out. You see his badge flicker in the \
light just before he shoots you. You are AN

homeless. You sleep outside and the police : ——

give you tickets. You have no money so 2
eventually they throw you in jail. You were born :
on a reservation. There are few jobs, meth is everywhere,

and many of your friends are alcoholics. You wake up /%

one morning and realize that you have no future. You fo%4

have cancer from years of living around pesticides. ' |

You smoke weed to feel better. The government raids
the place where you buy weed and you are forced to \
score on the street. You are arrested one night and die in
prison. You hate school and soon you develop a record
with the police. You get in a fight in school and the police
decide that you are in a gang. A fight breaks out again

and soon you find yourself in a Youth Correctional Facil-
ity. You are at a house party and there the police beat your
friend. You yell at them to stop and they taser you. You fill
out a complaint form and the next night the police shine
lights into your home. They pull over your sister and say
“you’re next.” You are scared to walk down the street. You
steal diapers for your child and are arrested. It is your third
strike and you go to prison. While in prison you are raped
and contract AIDS. You're teacher is a racist. He scowls at
you and always gets you in trouble. The other kids call
you names and he says nothing. You start to hate yourself.
You hate capitalism and the government. You go to a large
protest and participate in a riot and fight the police. You
break the window of a multinational corporation. The
police arrest you and charge you with a felony. You don’t
know how you’ll be able to find work now. You have just
given birth to your first child.

When we speak of class society - we speak of that
above. We speak of a dictatorship of the interests of the
rich over all our lives and all institutions of society. We
talk of a society of order givers and order takers. Of those
on the top and those at the bottom. The haves and the
have-nots. When we speak of class war, we speak not of a
conflict to be achieved, but of the reality that is right now.
We speak of those that lack agency - or the ability to de-
termine and define their own lives for themselves. These
people are ourselves and you, our dear reader. We also
speak of those who have control over this world, who
create this prison and most importantly. who benefit from
it’s continued trajectory. When we speak of the need to
destroy class society, we do not propose it because of
some sort of conspiracy theory or a belief in a rigid ideol-
ogy. We do so because are we are aware of the ongoing
social war that is waged, day in and day out, on poor,
working, and oppressed people, here and everywhere. The
real radicals in this society are now not those who desire
an end to class society - but it’s continuation. We are the
line in the sand that separates us from them. We are the
whisper in your ear at the start of every wildcat strike, riof,
(confinued on next page)
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Dear Modesto Anarcho,
I was very surprised to find your ad-

X dress in Shoelacetown’s ABC
( distro catalog. Honestly, I never
knew there to be anything good that came
from the Valley, as my only experience
of it has been one of agroculture on a
huge scale, and pretentious, close
minded people. It tickles me to know
that there are anarchists so close to
where I am held captive by the state of CA,
for my own “correction and rehabilitation.”

I am a prisoner at Avenal State Prison, which is a bit
south of Modesto, I believe, by Hanford and Lemoore. I
am doing all I can to provide meaningful, truly educa-
tional material to fellow prisoners, to raise awareness
about our situation, and to counteract all of the religious
and misleading propaganda passed around behind those
razor wire fences. I am working on starting “The Valley
Fever Distro” to provide prisoners with this much needed
information. Every chance I have, I hijack one of the state
funded copiers with state founded ink and paper, to take
and give back to the people what is rightfully theirs: the
truth. Somewhere, behind locked doors, a copier is calling
my name. ..

My purpose behind writing your group is to find out
more of what you’re about, and what you do. Are you able
to send a copy of your publication my way? I would be
sure to pass around copies to other prisoners. We are fortu-
nate to have a good group of hardcore individuals here
who are all on the same page.

Jell, that’s all for now. One thing: do you know of a
safe place I could get Primal War and Species Traitor
from? A good friend of mine warned me that the address I
have in Georgia is really a government front; I trust him,
as he is very well informed and has been around for many

years. Any help with this would be nice.

If I ever write again requesting anything, I'll be sure
to send stamps to cover return postage costs; right now I
am out of resources, hence the state-issued NO FUNDS

envelopes I am mailing you with.

I do appreciate your time and help, and think it’s good
that you all are here in the Valley where people need to
wake up and such. I do hope to hear back soon. Until then,
ciao!

In solidarity,
Ajax

Modesto Anarcho,
Wow, I just got done reading the front of the your
“Complete Prisoners Distro Catalog 2008.” Gotta say man



foreclosure occupation, shoplifting escapade, and prison up-
rising that screams, “Do it friend, fucking do it.” We are the
torch that gives light to the mob on the way to the White
House and to Wall Street. We have a fire and it burns inside
us. We wish to find others that do likewise. Let it burn, baby,
let it burn.

With that, we welcome you to Medesto Anarcho #9.
This is our two year anniversary issue. Feel free to party.
Two years down and with each issue we find more and more
contacts. We bump into more and more people who are feel-
ing our shit. We find more and more friends that are ready to
roll just like we are. Perhaps with this issue, we have found
you. Welcome and enjoy.
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Join the Modesto Anarcho Crew today and make the
streets safe for working class resistance! Rep our crew by
making revolutionary graffiti, posters, flyers,
stickers, and help get
out Modesto Anarcho
Journal. If you would
like copies of the
magazine to hand
out at school, work,
or on the streets,
write fo us at:
Modesto Anarcho, PO Box 3027, Modesto,

address for free copies of this and other
anarchist titles. Visit us at:
myspace.com/modanarcho

Drisoner @%&d/ﬂa‘@% Gont

Ilove it! I"d love to get on your mailing list and have in-
cluded my fav. 5 pick. Any back issues of 1-6 of the ‘zine
would be totally awesome. Concerning you request for “us”
to let you know if “we’d” be interested in getting bulk
orders of your mag so we can pass them out to friends. I'd
be more than willing to help out in any way possible. I have
already surrounded myself with liked minded individualists
as to have intellectual conversations. One of my peers for
example is in the process of teaching himself Spanish as a
second language (by the way he is attempting to get his
hands on literature in Spanish).

Wow, sorry to just go a rambling on like this. Allow me
to first introduce myself. Hi, my name’s Jason. I'm a 35 year
old white male who’s been unjustly sentenced to 22 years
for attempting to ride away on a mountain bike. “They,” the
system, said that since the bike was sitting inside of an open
garage that was attached to a dwelling that I had committed
a residential burglary and due to my prior history decided to
break me off. Anyway, life goes on, huh? I’ve been down

now for 10 years as of the 4th of August 08”. Crazy
huh? With still 12 to go. Over the years everyone’s
pretty much forgotten my existence! What can you do?
I’ve been a believer from way back, 89’ to be precise,
and have did what I could over the years. By contribut-
ing articles, poetry, and drawings (which I'm best at!)
to any and all of like mind. The prison system makes it
hard on all who wish to better themselves and struggle
against the oppressive weight of their goose stomping
boots. They are currently relaxing the pressure of their
heavy hand and against letting us receive literature
(zines, pamphlets, etc) of what’s usually deemed sub-
versive in nature. So as I've said I'd love to receive
anything you have available! I'm currently indigent but
hot to get a “circle” going to have “people” (inmates)
who are interested, put in donations to get a group book
collection going.

Stay golden,
Jason

Dear Modesto Anarcho,

Much love 4 the attempt 2 send me a copy of ur
publication, but all I ended up getting was the envelope
and a BP-S328.058, 2 stamps, negotiable instrument
and other returned to sender form stating that “specific
material returned = publication that is detrimental to the
safe and orderly running of the institution,” by Mr.
Miller, ISO.. .sigh.. . who the fuck knows what ISO
stands 4. I've found out what SIS is though = security
investigative services (I'm pretty sure). They’re the
secret police of the BOP and recently decided 2 crawl
up my ass about giving an interview over the phone and
squashed my phone, email, and commissary “privileges’
- still got snail mail though, right. Err, well I think I do
as this’ll B my 1st attempt to get something out after
they came to me last Friday. I first noticed it when I
tried fo log on 2 my email account and got a response
stating I’'m on some type of “restriction until 6/8/2:
Some kind a ‘restriction’ no? Other than that shit’s
roll’n along.

The High Desert’s a trip. More of a water persyn
myself, but there R some very redeeming qualities
which have risen 2 the surface as I've begin 2 accli-
mate. The intensity of life within an environment which
support only so much and at the same time holds bewil-
dering expances; the pervasive invisible wind which
effects everything. Blowing dust, sand, and seeds...
Good shit...Going 2 B workin’ on some writing stuff on
through 2 the Spring Equinox so this’ll B 1 of my last
letters goin’ out, as worrying about responding 2 folx is
quite 2 drain on my nerves...Wish this 2 find y’all N
great health and high spirits.

N Solidarity,
Eric McDavid
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By crudo, Editor Anti-Chief

In Modesto Anarcho #7 we published a section about what
we’ve been up to. In that same spirit and with a desire to let others
know of our ongoing exploits, I am now writing this report about
the summer adventures of Modesto Anarcho Crew.

First off, a major activity for us is the publication of Modesto
Anarcho. Tssue #7 and #8 both seemed to be well received and
close to 1,000 copies of each have now been printed. Friends on
the east coast with Shoelacetown Anarchist Black Cross (a prison
abolition group that supports prisoners) and Longing for Collapse
Press (anarchist distro), as well as our homies across the pond
(UK) in the 325 Collective (crew, distro, journal) also help us out
by distroing this magazine in their respective areas. Thanks! Our
network of free boxes throughout Modesto continues to grow, as
does our network of friends who are willing to get copies of the
publication and hand them out in school, prison, work, or where
they live. This is huge help for us - without people like this our
project would not have the impact that it does. These people are a
part of the Crew. If you haven’t talked to us (through the mail,
email, or in person) about handing out bulk copies of Modesto An-
archo and would like to, please do so. Meetings organized by the
Crew also have continued on a monthly basis, with participation
ranging from about 5-12 people. If you want to get involved with
what we are doing - please come out to a meeting! Several mem-
bers of the Crew have recently moved away so new faces are
needed. More info can be gained from contacting us at:
anarcho209(@yahoo.com. Throughout the summer, the Crew also

Modesto
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tabled at probably more events than we can remember, handing out

copies of the journal as well as slinging other insurrectionary/class
war publications to an unsuspecting public.

In late April, our friends in Sonora organized a benefit show
for Oaxacan (Mexico) anarchist groups that raised about $50.

In May, we began organizing in support of the occupied
indigenous/chicano college, DQ-University. In the 1970’s, people
courageously took over and occupied an old army base in Davis
CA (about 15 minutes east of Sacramento) and forced the govern-
ment to give it to them. Over the next couple decades, the school
that was created there became a place for indigenous and chicano
students to learn about their history and culture. It was also a place
where militant groups like the American Indian Movement orga-
nized. Our support for DQ came largely in the way of producing
propaganda, organizing benefit shows to gather funds, and also
taking several trips up to the campus to bring supplies of food and

water. We hope that these endeavors have aided the occupation and

also created a personal bond between our two rebellious groups.
On May Day (May 1st), Crew members attended various
immigrant lead protests and events, holding banners, handing out
flyers and magazines, taking pictures, and one anarchist with the
Crew spoke before a crowd of several hundred about Modesto An-
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archo and upcoming events.

In June, we held our first ever DIY Fest, which featured the
Santa Cruz Trash Orchestra, who not only gave a glorious
‘Know Your Rights’ workshop, (including full on police cos-
tumes!), but played a set in the downtown. The night ended with
locals and members of the Orchestra gleefully banging on pieces
of trash together.

Throughout the summer, meetings for a DIY womyn’s
health collective took place, which included discussions and the
sharing of resources and literature.

In late July we began working with members of the Most
Envied motorcycle club. This participation included going with
them to demonstrations at the City Council, doing Copwatch
(watching and documenting police misconduct) during police
interactions, and the handing out of free texts to members of the
group. Someone within the Crew also produced a support poster
for the group, which was soon seen across town.

In August, members of the Crew worked on a local commu-
nity garden - and one member even traveled to the Democratic
and Republican Convention protests. Copies of Modesfo Anar-
cho were handed out to members of the wider anarchist move-
ment and many people from across the country voiced support
for our ongoing activities.

In September, the Crew organized a report back from the
DNC and RNC. Free food and literature was provided in the
downtown and a group of about 15 gathered to hear tales of the
riots and protests that rocked the DNC and RNC. We should
keep in mind however, that support is needed for those who are
facing repression from the government in the wake of these
events. For more info, go to: rnc8.org. Members of the Crew
attended a vigil in Escalon, handing out copies of a new handout
that we created entitled Ongoing Police Repression in the Cen-
tral Valley, (for copies simply email or write to us). 60 copies
were handed out in total and the response we got was all posi-
tive, with many thanking us for coming out. In late September,
we helped organize for an event at the CAFE Info shop
(anarchist community center) in Fresno which brought out Eric
MecDavid’s (see Modesto Anarcho #8) support group. Funds
were raised and Eric’s support group did a marvelous presenta-
tion on his case and ongoing state repression. For more info go
to: supporteric.org. Ending the summer, we found ourselves
back at DQ-University, giving a workshop on our ideas as well
as tabling with excessive amounts of literature at the DQ-Unity
Festival. The response and respect that we received from the
people at the event was amazing and we wish to extend a thou-
sand thank yous to them for inviting us to participate.

Stay free and stay dangerous - see you in the streets!
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July 18th: In Jamestown , a low security prisoner escaped
from prison while working outside the main gate on carpen-
try detail. The prisoner was the first inmate to successfully
escape from the center in more than five years.

Late July: Service workers at University of California (UC)
schools (including valley universities like UC Davis and UC
Merced) went on strike against poverty wages. Workers re-
ceive bellow par pay in a staggering economy and rising fuel
costs. Many are forced into taking second jobs just to make
ends meet. In Davis the strike was deemed illegal. but pick-
eters ignored the warnings of university bosses and picketed
anyway. In places like Santa Cruz, strikers even blocked in-
tersections, went on roving illegal marches, and pro-strike
graffiti and vandalism were reported. Its great to see workers
and their supporters upping the struggle and refusing to be
scarred by the bosses’ threats. For more info, see flyer on the
next page.

July 25th: In Sacramento, hundreds of state workers held a
demonstration against proposed pay cuts. The workers were
rallying against a call by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger to cut
their pay to $6.55 an hour until the Legislature passes a
budget. According to the Stockton Record, "About 40 work-
ers from the Employment Development Department offices
on West Fremont Street put on purple union shirts, grabbed
signs and started marching around the block, blowing
whistles and chanting to protest the governor's plan and urge
legislators to pass a budget. "No justice, no peace." they
chanted. Hoping the ruling class will receive nothing but a
lack of peace, as the rich turn up the heat on all of us.

July 31st: In Stockton, the anti-prison group Books not Bars
marked the official closure of a Stockton-area youth prison
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by rallying 100 strong outside of the gates. Not to be out-
done, pigs turned back a caravan from Oakland filled with
Books Not Bars supporters who came out to the event. Ac-
cording to the Stockton Record, one Books not Bars activist
stated, "Putting kids behind bars doesn't accomplish any-
thing."

July 31st: In Stockton, more than two dozen outraged
union employees gathered outside the Stockton Caltrans
office, protesting Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger's executive
order to slash their pay to the federal minimum wage. Ac-
cording to the Stockton Record, one 10 year employee
stated, "We can't survive on $6.55." Another protestor
stated, "My rent 1s $750, how am I going to survive? This
1s unjust." The rich who control and fuck with all our lives
deserve more than protests - hopefully this is just the start
of things to come.

Mid-September: In Davis , student and community occu-
piers at DQ-University (see Modesto Anarcho #7), helped
stop people associated from the Board of Trustees from en-
tering the school and stopping the occupation. Indigenous
and Chicano students and others have been occupying the
university since 2005, because they believe that the Board
of Trustees that claims to run the school is corrupt and has
been stealing money from the school for decades. Students
blocked entry to the Board and its cronies and also again
erected road barricades. The board responded with threats
and even had one of its minions threaten to call immigra-
tion pigs on one of the occupiers for being (according to
them) "illegal." In order to survive in the Central Valley
more and more of us are constantly being pushed to the
margins - this is why the occupation at DQ University is
glorious and needs to be supported and expanded.













































