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electricity. This will soon generate nearly 25% of Srazil's snergy needs, the carban
dioxide given off during combustion being taken up by the leaves of tha new crop of
cane in the fields. (In thisfespact it is therefore a stabls procadure.) The Vioive Company
have recently unveilad a car that can bs driven on vegstable oil that you can purchass
at any supermarket. Although | would not choose {o live in the world lika this, wa'can
clearly envision a world where much of the world's bio-diversity has been eliminated,
and humanity's basic needs are provided by snvironmentally clean industries on much
the same basis as they are today. If this is indeed the world we create, our children wii
hava to decide whather thess new green industrias should be owned and opsrated by
the workers, the community, the stale, or an elite class. There would ba a choica
between Green Syndigalism, Green Municipalism, Green Capitalism or Green Commu-
nsm |

As anarchists we:would naturally choose a mixture of Gresn Syndicalism &
Municipalism. But why has the issue of bio-diversity bacome such a dominant issue in
recent years? Ona answer is that the capitalists realise that they can patent juicy bits of
genetic material and medidinal extracts from rain forasts. On the other hand tha ganeral
public and the scientists realise that there must be a sufficiently large and diverse
number of organic fife Ways in order that life on Earth can survive under new and varying
conditions. Qur survival is dependent upon genetic diversity and not bio-spheric
minimalism. As indusiry gradually becomes more biologically orientated and bagins
more and more to prccess organic materials instead of synthetic onas, plants with
unusual or important proparties will become more and more valuable, The fact that the
government has felt compslled io protect the seeds of the rare fox-tail palm in Cape
Melvifle from poachers is an example of how piant matenals can generals monay,
specutation and corruption.

Bio-diversity is however in large part a product of regional isolation and variation.
Diversity exists because the pianet is geographically divided by mountains, rivers and
oceans, into a large number of bio-regions and micro-climates. The only sure way to
protect bio-diversity in-the long term is to adopt a bio-regionalist strategy where the
inhabitants themselvgsicoms to care and praserva the biota of their region on a loving
and ongoing basis. Moreavsr the industrial approach to agricultura is not feasible. The
silt from the cane fields of Queensland wili in time kill the Barmier Resf. The recuring
and prolonged drought in the North is dus to the near total absence of lowland rainforest.
If we are not to destroy:the soils upon which 2l life depends, green industries must be
combined with lan’qi—‘sensitive farming techniques which are more suited to a
bio-regional economy than a national one. The need to preserve ragional bio-diversity
and make the best Use of the soil upon which we grow our food will necassitate a
bio-regionalist structirs,

All of the technical ahd permaculiural information that we needto live in a sustainsble
way with the Earth is alfeady available to us. What is facking is a coherent bio-social
structure in which humanity can harness the vast range of environmentally safe
technologies and lifé-ways, already known to us, for the good of all. We assert that a
new social-anarchyl based upon bio-regionalism, syndicalism and communalism .
provides such a struttirs. It is our duty to carry our message proudly and resolutely to : ‘ %?
our friends and colie%agues in our community, workplace and region.
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Mew Anareny

A talk given by G. Purchass in the Migrant Resourcs
Centre, West Enc, Brisbans af a conferencs. Mayday 1894

At cariain imas in history the mass of pecple have felt the need for corpmuna!@o:‘:t‘n;a\
and economic self government But the social urge toward an anarchist soclety hias
been a transitory and panpheral phenomenon - iike a rainbow i a spring shower at
cawn, which will inevitably fade with the coming ¢f a new day. !n orgder to maka soqal
anarchy a practical and realisable alternative to ;apzi:a} and statel W6 rj‘.usi present the
public with a very clear concept of the basic organisationzl principies of the s society
we wish to create. Thers is no point in biabbing endlessly about Hiberty and freedom
uniess we can agree about the bare bones upor.which a fre_a sogety can be founded
The Bio-region, the Commune, and tha Trade Co-oparative or Synd\;::xte ore, we
suggest, vital organs and limbs of the new ';Q:gai-'ordef that we could build vithin the
shell of the old. Let us brefiy examina these in turn

Fart | — Bio-region
Most anarchists are committed to the concapt of decantralisation. 1t is ofien however
used simply as a slogan with litlls attempt to figure out what ter_monai,_‘eccmmc and
poittical decentralisation might jook like in practice. The bio-region or life-territory 15 a
cengorete, practicable and verifiable unit upon which to base our scma! anarchy. Rathe;
than absu‘rdly dividing the land according to the iraditions of imperial conguest and
centralised administration, wa shotid bsgin'to regsfine our sense of spacs and place in
terms of natural gaographical feaiuras. The most important feature is the distributicn of
nvers and drainage pattems arcund which the rest of nature develops. The laige rivers
of the continent, such as tha Murray-Dariing basin, constifte the larger Ecological
Regions. o 7 7
The divisions between various tributanss whsn compounded by d:f;‘era_nceslm
chysiography, dimate, and the distributicn of plants, animals a"rfd traes constitute .t:ﬁe
bio—regécn Fig. |, which is based upon a govarnmenial geographical survey, shows ths
distribution of the major eco-regicns of Australia based upon draiage and f:m social
realiies conceming the distribution of human satiement. It is estimatad that thzse
aco-regions waould divids into soma 235 biD-fegionS.‘ N " - )
All of this might seem a somewhat remote possibility. The ganerally poor state of
Australia’s rivers have promptad many govarnmental officials to bagin talking in tarms
of Taotal Watershed Management. Satellite imagery and computer mapping systems
make it easier and gasier to create datailed and informative bio-regione! maps. Although
bio-regional fimits cannot ba rigidly defined like a posia&_c:_istric_z or 2 shire boundarlyf they
can certainly provide an objective and environmentally inteliigent basis upon which to
build a decentralised society. If evary person, in every region of the Earth, comesto tove
and respect the ecological dynamics of their ragion, whilst fincing SUSzainab$a‘<zfa-g,'ays
that entyance and preserve i, then the chances of globa! environmeantal i‘.aaat_h will be
greatly increased. By gstting psopie to identify with the natural foatures o t?-:-alr ragion,
rather than cultural or naticnalist images, paople may fsel far less inclined to invade
another's ragion, and war ray in future be avoided. in practice Bio-regionalism may
impiy giving large portions ‘of the land back to nathve vagetation and learning to use

prodiicad by industrial manufacture. We might now yearn for a communal craft-basad
6conemy but we are completely dependent upon a system of production ownad and nun
for the benefit of the ruling ciasses. Cabitalism is bacoming more vicious. Walfare,
wages and conditions are everywhere daclining. The state-capitalist money machine is
destroying the Earth and its Inhabitants. We cannot return to a communal-based
6conomy overmight even it the workers desired it (which they danﬁﬂ.‘ We cannot afford
to simpty smash the industrial system upon which we are depandent. Rather wa should
wrest the matsrial wealth of society away from organised capitalistn and re-orientate
this vast resourca so as to provide everyons, by environmentaliy _tienef;cial mathods,
wiith the basic services and manufactured products they require. i is certain that we
shall have to move towards a more communal, more local, and less|industrial methods
of production, in areas such as food produstion and forastry, where extensive industrial
methods have proved davastating for the health of entire conlinent#- fn our attempt to
provids foed through means of commurnity gardens and urban food-forests, we shall ba
de-industrialising the food and farming industries In other areas, such as in the area of
domestic labour, it may be necessary to bring a degree of -prpfessionalism and
accountability to communally performed services, I our attempt to bypass the
wastefulness of housework we shall bs unienising and industrialising many areas of
domestic labour. Tha development of non-palluting urban and interi-‘regional transport
cemands a commitment to public transport — demand that is unlikely to be met through
the present fad for privatisation, job lossss and closures, and which can most usefully
bo provided by workers co-operatives organised into transport syndicates. Green
Syndicalism thus complements the Green Community. In some biotrégions people may
preter o perform certain functions communally and informally, whilst in another the

same lask might be performed by urion labour. We are not tryinig{ to provide a rigid

blueprint or unalterable plan but simply exploring a very few of the pessible relationships

between different aspects of labour in an anvironmentally susiainable and culturally

viable sociai anarchy, 5

; [

Partlil — Green Industry & Bic-Diversity |
It is now an established fact that the composition of the atmosphere was kept stable for
many millions of year prior to the develepment of mammals by micrg-organisms. It has
been suggested that algae, bacteria and other micro-organisms could maintain condi-
tions suitable for human life in the totai absencs of most of the otha:Iforms of life which
now inhabit the Earth, Rainforests are disappearing rapidly, nationaii parks and widiife
reserves are far from adequate and regrowth eco-systems are never the same and
rarely as complax as the old-growth. Rapid invasive weed infsstatiop have irreparably
damaged wilderness reservss. Likewise thers are suggestions that we should attempt
to reaflorest the Earth with fast-growing trees or cultivats cenain'n};pes of algae, as
carben storage reservoirs or atmosphere requlators. Ferhaps regional bio-diversity is a
thing of the past!? Might not the world comme to be domihated by a few variates of.
fast-growing trees adapted to broad climatic difference znd a small-number of globally
dominant weeds species. With the microbas, worms and plantationitress keaping the
world going for us, surely it would be simply a matter of greening the capitalist industrial

machine? To some extent this has been sxperimentad with in Brazil where a large

percentage of the country’s automobile fusl is alcohol, derivad from sugar cane. The

fibre which is left over, once the juice has been sxiracted, can bsﬂaumt to generate
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building swimming pools we shetld ba constructing backyard ponds for fish and. fowl
production, er to ancourage frogs to eat mosguitoes and snails, Nappy or finen cleaning
services, healthy nutrifious food served from public cantaens, public baths, child-care
etc., if organised properly: could virtually eliminate individually performed housework.
Warkers from the Laundry co-operative or syndicate would simply collact the dirty
washing each day from each house, clsaning it in a communal laundry, and retuming it
the next morning or the following week. We should not pretend that all individualistically
performed houss work would disappear. We would still want to wash delicate or
precious garments, by, hand, at homs. Commercial nappy-cleaning services for the
snvironmentally conscious are proving successful in the U.S.A. and ara an obvious way
to solve the problem of dxsposabtes
But who should maintain the communal swimming or car pool? The residents
themselves or a local member of the lifa-savers’ or mechanics’ syndicate. If a child is
injured whilst playing at a communal playground — because the residents had failed io
attend to its maintsnance - the natural responsa of the parents would be to call for some
Union of People, to be estab!ishsd to ensure the proper maintenanca of the aquipment,
With regard.to child-care, sanitation, track and road maintenance, etc., proper
procedures and industrial discipline have to be strictly adhered to for the benefit and
safety of all, Industral” Syndicalism is a method of working where the worker is
answerable to his or her colleagues in the same industry. Standards of behaviour and
production will have to be established by aif the members for the benefit of all.
Through a combining communalism and syndicalism we can establish an egalitarian
union structure where the rights of laundry, childcare & catering workers can be properly
represented. Of course much of this kind of labour can be undertaken by informal
co-operativas but thare will always be issues within domestic & communal labour that
will need to be discussed inter-ragionally or globally. Although in the past, domestic
labour was performad by ail tha women of the tribe, domestic labour has been poorly
rewarded in more recent times because it has been performed on an individuatistic
basis. Domestic labour will not be libsratsd by pushing individual houssheld labour into
i1 new communal ghetto. The conditions under which communally organised domestic
labour 1s performed should be protected by an sstablished body of domastic workers.
t-co comes from the Greek word for home. Just as we now ragard our house as our
home, we must come to understand that cur home-placa is also our bio-region and the
Earth. Tha nurluring of our bio-region through bush-regsneration projscts or fish
halcheries is, in this expanded sense of homs, an example of domsstic labour as wail,
Through combining the organisational potential of the communs, syndicate and
bio-region, it might be possible to eliminate tha drudgery and environmental
destructiveness of individual household work whilst allowing the concept of domestic or
housshold labour to includs the beaufification and restoration of the environmant of cur
ragion. The destruction; of focal art and craft guiids by capitalism has leff a clear gap in
our economy. In ordsr o re-enter the dynamics of the bio-region, it will bs necessary fo
create local craft-based guilds, co-oparatives or unions to process local resources. Wild
reeds of the ragion, for sxampls, if harvested in a sustainable way, can provide animal
feed, paper, basket wiork and roof thatch. Small scaie trade co-operatives are a vital link
in actieving bio-regiohal self-sufficency and sustainability through utitising globally
scarce but regionaliy plentiful resourcss te fulfit a multiplicity of different neads locally.
As wa discussed earfier it is simply absurd for avery region o producs razor bladas,
When you sit in your loungse room most of the items that will surround you will have baen

o

agricultural land more productively. This is not an absurd proposition. Soms
govammsnts, such as the Costa Rican ons, are alrsady pursuing a policy of maintaining
aquarter of the country as wildemess. This policy includes the rsstoration of dry tropical
rain foresis, only 2% of which ramains standing world-wide.

The Community or Green Commune

For most ,JQG;.J[C-! in Australia the Community or Green Communa wouid ba a suburb in

a large city. Although wa may dream of retuming to smail towns and settiements the
reality is that by far the vast majority of Australians live in a few very large cities. At
nresent thase cities inhale enormous, guantities of rescurces and spew. out an equal
amount of garbage, wasts and poisen. The city must become able lo live off its own
wastes and feed and supply itself without causing damage to the surrounding bio-region
or importing the wealth of cthers. The principles of urban permaculture are well known,
In fact we havs the knowledge to makae the city self-sufficient new. The multi-dimension-
ality of citizs can produce new surfaces upon which to producs food and other materials.
Reed-beds that can aerate and purify sewerage can be designed to operate vertically
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down walls. One beehive can produce 50kg of oney a vear. If the hiva is placed above
head-height, such as on a flat roof or balcony, the bee's fiight-path doas not interfere
with human traffic. Rabbits, guinea pigs & chickens can be fsd on household_ ‘weggtab!e
waste and by planting the back yard with tress, seed-plants ‘and grasns attractive to
them, they can provide food indefinitely and for fras! A smai! kitchsn or b:a.\lc;gy garden
can produce a very significant amount of fresh herbs and vagetabies with little labour,
by using green manure plants and mulches, If these principles wera extendzad the c&v
could rapidly transform the quality of urban life. Reads could ks remoyed to creais
community gardens and walkways with inter suburban travel being undfarts‘:\ken by serial
bicycle freeways. The city would not only be a better place to live but it would become
steadily more self-sufficient and less of a burden upon the surrounding bio-region.
Moraover the people of sach suburb rather than having to travel to wo rkin the city centre
each day to eam money to pay for food could spenc time growing their own. Itis possible
to design suburbs whose houses maximiss solar energy inputs, an_".d whpsa gardens
have been planted with fruit and nut trees within & landscaps that is dasigned to trap
rain water in" swales, ditches and walls and direct it fo their rocts. Residents in
experimental suburbs have found that for a little extra investment urban life can become
ncth cheaper and more plaasant. )

Flexible photo-voltaic shests can now be mouidad to neatly hug rc?afs of any shape.
Technology has been deveioped that can genarate eiecricity through the tinted
windows on tower blocks. hdost North Europsan citias have significant winc power
programs. After a successful wind power piict e:-:per_ime_nt iln Esperance ‘-(Waster‘n
Australia), the first 10 maga watt installation in Australia wili shortly be constructed in
Victoria. The electricity from théss installations is not being used to power self-sufficient
local communities but is being fed into the national grid. Cepital and state intendto orofit
from our inability to coma togather as a community and construct such installations for
ourselves. There is no doubt that the self-sufficient suburb tould be created tomorrow
if the residents of the community choss to do so. Qur problem is net cne qf e;o-tec_hqm
but of a total absenca of community imany;suburbs. People generally live in their fittle
brick boxes, 'on thair little parcals of land, showing little interest in. creating the kind of
sub-urban community lifa-style of which we spaak. How do we get urban pecpla to podl
the land and resources of their suburb for the good of all the residents? How do we get
the community to set aside a vacant block here and thera for a charry orchard, a
methane sewerage digestar or a vegatable garden? Many puople ev_;asntl',' woull_d not
anjoy living like monks in @ suburban meonastary, whe et arcung ‘s dinner
tztie at tea time and hava spaciiic junctions within ] i
of suffocating and clossd form of lifastyle is not nacessany dasirabla
a strong local economy can ba cotalned without ail &l aving to five
and eat out of the sams bowi. A local gardensr can simply te smploysd by the
community to supply them with fresh produce on community own.edf'control{ad tand.

It has been suggestad that through using !scal exchange and trading networks (or
LET.S), where goods, products and services are exchanged locally by computer

points, it may be possibie to create a suburban community econcmy whilst continuing.

to live in a more individualistic homs-environment, with local goods and services being
exchanged by non-governmental means in a non-capitalist community market-pace. A
worker from the gardsners’ synticate couid simply exchanga LETS. points for
treatment of a bad back by a local docter. Tha creation of a mors stable and

self-sufficient urban landscape will certainly however have to do away with farge private .

gardens, lawns ard ostentatious houses. Smaller dwelings with only a little privale

out-door space will have to be exchanged for a much grealer area of communal or civic
space.

The Green Syndicate

|
All of us take a global postal or telecommunications service for granted. in order to have
this is may be necessary to have a technician in-each suburb ortown in the world. This
requires global organisation and co-oparation that cannot be organised by the individual
bio-region but by the postal workers in sach bio-region of the word forming themseives
into a global federation. Likewise total self sufficiency is wasteful. If every town, village
or hamiet had to produce its own razor blades, life would become extra-ordinarily
difficuit. {The collection and recycling of the blunted blades by members of wholesaie
and manufacturing syndicates is a way of overcoming this problem.) Vital goods and
services, such as the provision of razor blades, are best produced at a centralised
plant. The workers of the Razor Blade factory obtaining their daily needs by means of
L.E T.S. points (based on 1 {abour hour = 1 point) accredited to their accounts at local
stores and warehouses by distributors of their product in other regions. So long as there
is some panty in the value of exchanged goods and services between the neighbouring
bio-regions of the farger ecological region, there would be few problems in administering
such a system. In order to avoid constant difficulties, such a system might best be
operated by means of syndicalist banks using local currency and charging their clients
in L.E.T.S. points for the labour exaclsd in dealing with their transactions. in general we
may cenclude that the workers of the syndicates, afier providing an honest living for
thernselves, should operate upon a non-profit basis for the good of atf of the community.

Part il — Anarchism, Labour & Environment

Labour 15 something that makes more skilled work possible. it provides the human
energy which sustains our children and transforms raw nature into the items of manu-
facture we consume, Labour comes in many forms. Some of the most important are:
(A) Domestic, (B) Individual, (C) Communal, (D) Craft or Guild, (E) Industrial Union or
Syndicate. Lst us explors some of thase different forms of Labpour in relation to
social-anarchism and environmental issues. When we refer to Labour we evidently don't
just maan indust:ial, factory or office vori. Thera is much labour that is of a household,
demestic or cornimunal nature which is vital to sustain our society. Washing linen or
deing voluntary werk for a local tres-planling brigade are examples of domestic and
communal labour. in the act of creating the graen community, many new forms of local
amployment wili be created - garden maintenance, communal pond-dredging, tree-
pruning and a host of secondary industries or co-operatives developing out of the need
to re-use or re-cyds all of the community’s wasts. The adoption of communal exchange
networks will creata a communal economy that is of equal Importance to work per-
formed in the factories, railways or workshops. Much domestic work is simply wasteful
and environmentally destructive. Miltions of washing machines, fridges, dish-washers
and ovens, chum or burn away the precious resourcas of our Earth everyday. Our
houses are crammed full with every machine of convenierice. Backyard children’s piay
areas, car-ports and swimming pools ara wasteful in every respect. A children’s play
area and a swimming pool can ba provided on each street for fiva benefit of all the
residents. This would liberate acres of suburban Jand for food production. Rather than



