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Chapter 1

”])ziring to Die":
A Life of Shifu

For the lust three years of his life, he was Shifu. This was the person, or
the persona, that he wanted o be and the name by which he wished to be
remembered. During his lifetime he used three names: Originally he was Lio
Shaobin, the name his parents gave hine When as a teenager he began to regard
lnmselt as i reformer, he used the name Liv Sifu, "thinking of restoration [of
the Han people].” When he became an anarchist, he called himself Shifu, “to
teach renewal, " With the last change he stopped using his family name in order
to comply with his anarchise principles; among other things he sought to change
the family systenr. For this Tast period e his life it 18 correct to call him
"Shifu.” Prior to that, it 15 more appropriate to call him "Lin" or "Sifu," and
1 will adopt these usages in all that follows.'

Liu Shaobin was born on June 27, 1884. He was still a boy when China’s
defeat at the hands of Jupan in 1895 sent shock waves through the intelligentsia,
who then saw China’s urgent need for reform. In 1898 he earned the top place
in local examinations in Xiangshan xian, Guangdong, his home district. That
year also brought the Hundred Days’ Reform, the abortive attempt at reform
from the center of the Manchu government, The Boxer movement started in the
north the next year and reached its climactic disaster in the summer of 1900. Liu
was a young man of twenty-one in 1905 when the Qing government decided to
terminate the examination system that for centuries had been the route to success
for the literat. In thae year Liu Sifu was studying in Japan, and there he joined
Sun Yatsen's Tongmenghui; he had become a revolutionary, These monumental



Shitu’s conades published a memorial issue of Voice of tie People to him
a4 tew weeks alter bis death in Mach 1915, T addiion o many tributes (o
Statu, this is e micluded a briet discussion of a strike in Shanghai about \\'I.liL‘h
Bc had awrite o e haed reponed onother Libor activity o carlier issues, and on
te Shanghan oike tnthe nexe-to-last issue produced under his L‘tl_l-l.lllxl]!."[[‘l This
record of atention o the conditions of China's workers suggests i]l;ll Illml Ialc
Iy ed ltlllllw'cl. shitu nught have tound new and more elfective wilys tu'liuk his
;lll.llL‘]iIhll e sape ditectly o the Lahor movement. Soon after his acrival i|.1
Shanghad, o ccader had wiitten woask, "Are you, Shitu, o worker?” éhil'u
I .|fa:|1d}wl by describing lis labors on the journal, o printing it n:\' w::-H i
cditing i yeo he said, he wis @ worker, A

He \.'.nnl-l not have answered otherwise, even thouyh this response was not
the ubjective truth, Even so, he had sought wo idenaty with workers and all other
"plan people (eagain), and with their prediciment mesociety as i was, and
tu u!ltlul.hl.llltl thicir potential o tansformed society, Critics might pni‘nl 8]
those blind spots e his consciousness that kept Shitu trom moving farther, but
e had ;gi\';ns.'cml a preal distance beyond most of his mnlcln[;m;uir:.\;.‘His‘
prescttation vl anarchism inspired the next generation ol Chinese anarchists illlt'i
II|I\|\.'Cll woent L towand shaping the penerally accepted view ot amrchisi .'u‘luun_'
Climese activats. Sooprotound was the etfece of Shitu’s uncn:upnnni.ﬁin;
personad example that e was made the focus of "Shitu-ism, " [cstiiimny tw !Il;
respect those Licer anarehists accorded him, These influences appear in the final
two substantive chapters of this study (chapters 9 and 10).

His connades decided w bury Shitu beside West Lake, where he had
Lranched his mission on behall ot anarchism. A carved stone niacks the grave
neat Red Mist Ciave (Yanvia dong) i thie hills beside che Take. Shifu would have
been most pleased w know that, duting the nest tew years, his efforts did attract
ey (o the anarchist movement, which reached its greatest strength frony the
late 1910s thiough the early 19205,

events bhetoocin tu o e
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ek hine as unusual, There he st learned ot
he learned of o bundle of ideas that included anarchism, and be
(0 conuibute o the cause ol

sical, But during his sty i Jupai e e .
wonnld wtchismy, mote
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ad this end he leamed w nake explosives, also while in Japan.
" one who was prepared not just to talk

dedd
revolution  Fowi
I hiese deet ot st b apart as o "doer,’
ahout tevonon, but w act,
Althoagh there were further
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drouglit in 1903 marhed an carly distinet
of his peer . When in 1912 he made his final i and became the apostle of
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hus, whenalinost everyone else thouy

wrns on the road o his uncompromising
912, his decision o join action with
on between v and the vast magority

pransition that had heen under way ol

wevenil yuins, Bt e tevolution wis over,

he thought it was just beginning.
s tather, Liu Bingchiang, had cerved ds o official amd sometimes

cigiged 1 Dusiiess ventuies as well He headed an upper-class family that had
Lhowi beteer nmes. Still, the tannly howe in Shigi, the Xtangshan district seat,
impressed those who visited it. Known as the Water Mansion (Shui low), the
Lamily compound included an clegant garden with ponds, 4 covered bridpe, and
pavilions.  he family was also blessed with children: Liu Sifu had cleven
siblings, many of whon Liter joined in his work on behalt of anarchiso,
When an American family produces it rebel or a revolutionary, biographers
speculate that the offspring had problems with his or her parents. While this was
also true ol nany Chinese revolutionaries, it wis not so with Liu Sifu. Liu
Pingchang ok a leading role when progressive Xiangshan gentry joined the
e organized a "natural-foot society” (o
He established the fist public school ir
amphlets calling oy public works i

reform moyenent i the lae 18905,
oppuse Toathinding for tocal pitls.
Xiangshan, He also circulated reform p

mining development.

For 1ia Bingehang, retonn began at home. One of his six daughters neve
had her fee bound. This radical child also was allowed o dress as 4 boy. 1h
other daugliers, who had begun the footbinding process, “hbetited” their teel
Perhaps gie st Lenarkable demonstration ol the Tather’s proyressive ataiude
was tfat e let his daughters go swimmiing. The elder Liv's behavior hiclps ¢
est son ook up the cause of soctal retorm while sull

explain why his hright
gne of the most insisient advoudites ot SOt

eenager wd doy cloped o
revolution s yonehaton
Thouyh not the oldest son, Situ displa
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Sifu excellod in his studies and gained the lirst (vecaf) degree e the o
cxamtigations when e was Ditteen st 1808, The nest year he went
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his only expericnce of the “examination hell” that generations of Chinese
scholars hud cxperienced. The aspirant stayed in A cinnped cubicle for thice
days, writing his examination, cating, performing his bodily tunctons, without
so much as o breath of fresh air, Liv Sifu did not pass tis examination. He was
traumatized by i and he fimshed well down the list of candidates. Unable o
believe his son had Laled, Fio Bigchang asked o well-placed friend o get a
ook at the examination. Situ had made aomess o his eftore, He Tid wiiten
randomly on the scroll, and instead of sticking 1o the subject, he had scrawled
some disrespectful verses. Later he wld his younger brother, "When | saw the
ngliness ol the examination compound, T knew that we had o have political
reform. ™ He rejecred the system and began etforts o change it

Sifu undertook his first reform activites in Xiangshan, He helped to
organize a reading group 1o study books and nagazines for the "new
knowledge" that he and s friends siw as essental if change were o come
about in China. They also formed o public speaking society; many such
organizations were being launched diroughiont the county 1o develop the
speaking skills that were ignored in tradidonal Chinese education, A cousin, Liu
Yuehang, joined Stiu in these activities, and the two shared many experiences
auring the next several years. They set up a branch of their reading group in
Macao, where they were joined by Zheny Guangong, an activist who was
several years older. Zhieng had already studied in Japan, where he had worked
with Liang Qichiao on the Public Opimion Jowrnal (Qingyi bao). Sifu's contact
with Zheng at this time introduced him to one of the most radical thinkers on the
local scene. Zheng edited a series of newspapers  assoctated  with Sun
Zhongshan's revolutionary organizations unol his premature death in 1906. i
and some associates launched a successor to Zhieng's last journal soon afterward.

Another of Lin's early reform activities was o stare a girls’ school in
Xiangshan. The Empress Dowager had ordered that public funds should be used
to suppoit such projects, but in Xiangshan (and many other places, we may
assume) the controlling gentry clique mouthed support while actually opposing
Liu's school. In exasperation the young reformer went to the magistrate’s office
and, when his requests for funding were denied once more, banged his fist on
the official’s desk—rash behavior. Sifu now encountered resistance from the
same local groups whom his father had opposed. The school project had to
depend on private funds. From this time on Liu consistently worked on behalf
of education for girls and the broader cause of women's rights. His own family
experience made these issues the basis for his sense of the need for systemic
change in the Chinese family and society.

Alongside these reform activities Lio maintained a quest for knowledge to
meet his country’s needs, and tor a viewpoint, some broader sense of how China
ought to be transtormed. He was among those reform enthusiasts whose concern
for his country probably led him into fields for which he had Jittle aptitude and
litde genuine interest. Thus, he studied the fields of traditional mathematics

called Sunand T Shitu bikened them o Rl Mo o e aereement o
ekt v the Pt bnecrmatonad, Tl one o tesult of SEatn s cirecr v
tor estabilisd a0 negative nnage of Marx diat would Bse vedl e culy 1920
among the ©lanese teelligentsi

Shitu o concern o have anarcism o understood correctl To thm e s
cven those s shaoed s anarchise ponaples Fle e bod A i, o
the cobitor 8 Sons Cenir v, Srommosshoch Shadu toese teanvcd o e bt e on

fon acs o pr et apporient under the Repubhican govermme ne it al (R
ol Tis dier v ments with leaders of the Soctabist Panes v o feptran) "
et dead - Teom Tane Kangho's peaey because they peoor b aach o
Bang s W rcdsdos i socaahisme Iicespoused gtrchnsm, Soare vdbed o wh
the s poty content o clbaeselt sociahise! ATE ot Sy s Te g iations ~
that hie v tocusimg on disagrecmenis ae a tme when Ui socrdid

desperatel needed all the unity they could generie Somening more tha
disagrcem uton principles was andoubtedly involved: as had happened i canlic
pertods g Chia's listory and would happen agam e eeentieth-centur:
appositon political movements, new movenients tended o center on (h
individual . who led tiem, and these individuads were more jealons reganding,
their Tolto vership than they could ever achnowledge. While this wendency partl
explains Shitu's conentiousness, he did Tave animporiane pome: it socialise
were ever 1o be correctly understood e Clhina, somcone bad o stand to
theoretical consisteney.

August 1914 brought the break in Shitu's health trom which he neve
recovered  Probably the ciase of his decline wis simply physicd. Never robus
physically. he had sustained serious wounds inhis aborive assicaination atiemy
in 1907; wost recently, he had exhansted himselt i his cause. veticis possibl
that a new and Tor hin inconceivable source of despair was par of the ciuse o
his physival dechine. When war began in Europe, Kiopotkin derded o suppor
the Allied side wpainst Germany. Shifu's saint had denied the aiclises” fait
ininternationdisim! For Shitu the eftect of Kropotkin's deciaom must have hee
much like that of studens e Beging onoreacomg o the b vrsanlles o
conferene s deciston an Shandong in P99 foss of Ladeinede Tngh principle
stated by Westerners whont they had respected. Even i this © penence Shil
was ahieat of s tmes While e as impossible o bnowe loes dicectly
disiltusionment conteibuted o the break i Shitu's health ol ey e pros nde
little incontive w reconves

As s condion detentorated, Shtfu agam displayed Tus uncampromising
dedicaion w pronciples N doctor arged b o cac meat, as dics was impor
tnccombaoy tuberculosis Shita hae pledped not o cat meat, and he dud nor de
SO ol conrades sugeested that they sell the group™s printing press |
order ooy medical expenses, Shifu refused because the press was essential o
thove s Lo b dyings as during his Hilerime, these expresorans ol Shita?
comttin ne abhshed Tos place as the soul ol the Chinese anac st movenient

/
[ .



of the Peaple (Min sheng) was used for these ;m'(l all subsequent issues. Thie
second issue from Macao (Number 4) gave a new address tor the group at the
American post office in Shanghai. After relocating in that city's international
seetion, Shifu attacked his work with renewed energy. He and his helpers
produced Voice of the Peaple regularly between April and eatly August ot 1914,
By that time World War I had begun in Europe. That momentous development
coincided with i break in Shifu's healdh, Tle hegin o losing baude against
tuberculosis that ended with his death in March 1915,

While four months of publication does not seem impressive, this was a
respectable publication record as compated to the short Hives of muny journals
in early twentieth-century China, Shifu was convinced of his themes, and this
period of regular publication was sutticient for him to make these clear. Shifu
was a4 dynamo of activity; he had his mission, and he pursued it without reserve.
Always in his writing for Voice of the People there is a tone of urgency and
persistence. His experiences in Guangzhou had shown him that something more
than spreading the truth among the people would be necessary to bring about the
true revolution. And as he had learned firsthand, malevolent forces centering on
Yuan Shikai lay ever ready to move against those who spread the truth, or any
part of the truth that conflicted with Yuan's notion of it.

After resettling in Shanghai, Shifu announced the formation of his new
organization, the Society of Anarchist-Communist Comrades (Wuzhengfu
gongchan zhuyi tongzhi she). Two basic statements published in Voice of the
People in spring 1914, a "Proclamation" and a "Statement of Goals and
Methods,” outline Shifu's vision of the anarchist society to come. Kropotkin
provided the basis and outline for Shifu's vision; the combination of morality
and the scientific viewpoint had made him Shifu's long-distance mentor. But on
some questions, for example Shifu's call for open male-female relationships and
public rearing of children, he focused on issues that were of secondary interest
to Kropotkin. These points represent the form Shifu now gave to issues that had
been important to him throughout lis career as reformer and anti-Manchu
revolutionary. Chapter § presents the form Shifu's anarchism took in this last
part of his career.

Another of Shifu’s persistent themes in Voice of the People was to attack
Sun Yatsen and Jiang Kanghu. Both men had great influence, and both claimed
to favor some form of socialism. Shifu’s criticisms reflected his effort to assure
that socialist principles would be understood correctly in China. His major
complaint against Sun and Jiang was that they sought only political revolution,
which would approach social change only through social policies (shelui
zhengee), while anarchism called for social revolution (shehui  geming).
Revolution should set aside all political authority, Shifu believed, and begin with
the transtformation of society. Shifu’s chief concern in his attacks on both Sun
and Jiang was that if China depended on these two, there would be no true
understanding ot socialism at all. In attacking these "state socialists,” as he

I

P

couivalent tooaly hraand tngonometny Towas inother areas o holaly por i
that his real ot rests aond abilities cmereed more clearly T8 Dy ooty
worths of the et rodos thinkers ol the Tate Zhon "Hundied s b e e oo
dhe e 0 the masters T I these readings he apphio b e o o
phitological cosoch Bgoshene o the "examination and sonte o onnethodt ol
the Phan Sclboml thar had cevactertzed mnch schobusbop P ome the cvng
potiod, O the nest several years many schalah, Pormer. ol
vevolutionman s used this approach i therr effore o find aocae b for e
within the toahoon of Chinese scholarship.

B ccperience shed with thousands of others ol o noaanon Hin
woent lo bapan oo stady, This sojourn was important e e continmy
dovelopment, however, few details about it are clew, o beoone aes boneth
Pethaps he voent in 1904, but it might not have been onal 1005 e pemined

home during the sccond halt of 1906. His cousin Lin Yuchane 1omod him on the
tip, and they probably lived together. They were in Tobyo when the
Revolutionary Alliance (Tongmenghuty was organized under Sonc Zhongslon’s
leadership, and they signed up together about s sweek bebe the formal
eotablishment of the Alliance.

Study o Japan did not necessarily mean formal enrollne e i schoal on
university. We have no record that Liv studicd onca formal b Tle was lep
at language, and surely he leamned enough Japanese to ase icin e ading the vreal
vartety of material. on politcal and social thoaght then availdble in Tapan
Certainly Lio received his introducaon (o auarchism during o siy in Topan,

1t is essential (o note, however, that what he and other e resed Chinese
activists Tearned about amarchism ae this point was mternmsed wothomformanon
about other siimilar movements in Futope and Russias Anarchisny popalism o
nihilism all sere tolled together inoan impression of resolvoomry ity
carried out by heroic youths against reactionary rulees, The e oanene T 's”
held a poweful atraction tor Chinese activists because thev g peared o honee
been eftective in Russin and Furope, whereas their own elfor - ar revolaton

were achieving nothing. Theoretical refinement would come Lo thirongh berie
informed journals which began publication i 1907, one i Tesso ad one in
Paris.

Liu Situ got enough of the message on activism o decid thar e wanred
to make assasination his own special contribution to revolution v Ching W hile
he was inspred by what hie read about activises inthe West China had herozs
(oo, "Men of detenmination™ (zAivhiy had foueht injustice inanoent fmes, and
fan Sitong had revived this oaditon with his marye's death e TRO8 Then in
September 1905 Wu Yue had tricd o assassinate a0 gronp of imperial
comtissiono s as they ete Berjing o study consttutonal system - Lurope and
Japan. The Tonpmenghui s an intormal course for members who wished to
learn how o ninhe axplosives, and Lin probably hegan o Teare these skills at
this operation o Yokolange The instuctors were two voboran Cantonese



activists, |1 Zhisheng and Linng Muguang. Liang had participawed in the
" Guangzhou upiising of 1903, led by Hong Quantu, @ nephew of the Taiping

leader Hong Niuguan,
By lae 1903 there were more thia 8,000 Chinese students in Jupan, many

of them uieter somme kind of govermuent sponsorsiip but even more as privite
students, those attanging tor their own eapenses. The Qing povernment had
beconte voneeoied, o particularly  about the latter group and - its mcteised
cevolutiot s activity. The establishment ot the Tongmenghui in August nerely
contitied e governinent’s suspicions. At the beginning ot Novenibel the
Japauese Moasty ol Calture, prompied by the Chinese wbassidor, announced
@ setics ol ow cepulations Tor the Chinese students, whicl were (o tuke cltect
al the tu'_'._'il. et ol thie new yeil,

Rumibloags of tesistince began amose immediately. OF fifteen new tules,
(e students wore especialy outraged ar two. One would have allowed the
Japanese po - crent - deportany Chinese student fur "lmproper behavior," an
apeti-cnded provision directed against anyone cither the Chinese or Japanese
covertment eparded as undesirable. The other required paynient of housing fees
ilx a lunp suo, e advanee; this was directed against the private students, whose
futiding wa more precarious than those on governiment programs and among
shont were iy actvists, The students held niny meetings during Noveber
and Decamlor and opposed the regulations with petitions and threats of a strike.

Lia St assuined @ maodest leadership role in this student movenient and
siened at leaat one ot the petitions. While the students agreed that they must
nu:i.sl the ne v repulations, they were divided as o what torm their resistance
Siould tehe Stadents from the central provinees tended o favor return o China
ws o protest Those trom Guangdong and the other southern coastal provinees
supported a oy cott ot classes. Another of the leaders wong the southern group
was Wang Jiogawed, who like Liu Situ ater organized an assassination corps and
lso becanie i nchist, These parallels between the two were rooted in lhci'r
shared expedicnees in Japan, where they becime lriends. They joined their
tellow south tuers 10 boyeotting clusses,

Liu tetorned o Ching sometime during the summier of 1906, Soon after his
retari home e went o Wazhou, Guangai, o teach at a new school, There he
et Xie Yineho, anactivist from Canton who was a year or two older than Liu.
Thiey patticnated together inminy activities unil 1912, Also al Wuzhou, Liu
received 4ttt tom Huang Xing as the Tongmenghui leader traveled in
southwestern Chite Huang knew of Liu's interest in assassination, and
presumably hey discussed ways by which Liu’s willingness o undertake a
wission mipl ¢ he coordinated with other Tongmenghui plans.

Liu e Xie went o Hong Kong soon after Huang's visit. There they
helped to sta the Laveern Jornal (Dongfang baw) as a successor o the journuls
Uiat Zhicng ¢ aangong had been involved ine They also tught at Aunhuai Girls’
School, whe o 2oe tmtoduced Liu o young wonin weacher, Ding Xiangtan,

tie nteraatonal anarchist movement, including  Kropotking - Bakunin,
Tolstoy. 1hese were simple but ellective eins 1o stinulate o mass intere:
aiarchisng,

Shive tcuinned devoted inhis efforts o present a living  demonstratio
the principles ot anarchisne. As the group’s Esperanto school was located w
castside Lewdquarters, Shifu made the long walk across Guangzhou o al
lasses. o when his compades had business at the Zunshan Eust Steet ol
thiey sonn times rode the streetcar or used o rickshia, only walking when
wete withan sight of the otfice. Shitu’s comrades contrasted thelr own praco
with his by culling Shitu "N Barnest. " He knew no comproinse ol
principle:.

But there are many dimensions o principles, and betore the end of 14
complicatons entered Shifu's lite. Ding Xiungtian gave binth wo o daughier |
in the year, Her relationship widh Shitu began wo detenorate, presumnably at b
in part because of the child’s arrival. Ding remamed loyal and continued o
the part of the work thae she had gken on for herselt after this dne, howey
she seen o have experienced linle of the promise with which the relations
began. It is not clear why Shitu behaved as e did hnothis most indimate
relationslips. Public rearing of children was one of his isuchise principles,
he also appears 0 have believed duat lis group should noe have o cany
expenses tor his owi child. His Tove relatouship seenis o have crashed il
contlict involving his views on tree love, personal responsibility, and the loi
principle of puptic rearing ot children,

During the summer of 1913 the group achieved one of their niajor gos
when they bought a printing press. From this point on they did all the print
themselves at the Zunshan East Street office. Shitu had wanted 1o start a journ
to strengthien the propaganda work. In August the group produced the first isst
of the Cock-crow Record (Hutning {u). Shitu served as editor and chief essayis
His brothers und sisters, with Zheng Peigang, served as the printers; the siste
bound the journal and prepared the mailings for copies distributed beyor
Guangzhou. This division of Libor was used in all subsequent issues of 1l

- journal. ‘ .
Also i sumnier 1913 the group began efforts 1o establish a rur

- commune. They had located u pleasant tract of land in Xin’an xian on th

easterny’ shore of Yhe Canton Delta and were wying o arrange financing
purcha‘éc“n when polines intervened. The unsuccessful Second Revolutio
against Yu i Shikai's increasingly despotic approach o governing the Republi
brought & change in the local administration, and Yoan's men in Guangdon,
forced Shiu wad his group w flee. For Shitu, Zheng Peigang, and the femal.
members o1 the Zunshan Ease Streer group, several mondhs of dislocation
tollowed ve cepulsion trom Guangzhou. This perod apparently passed withou
great hard bip as the group elocated i Macao, where two more issues ol (i
Journal woe published; thenr printing press went with them. The new tide Vo
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an untailing peesonal example of the ponciples of aachism, This marked his
Prad transiton, o decision o finsh ouc bis lite mesacnticial aving, a new dare-
1o die miode.

The tounders of the Conscience Society retnmned o Guangzhou in carly
sutnet P92 w Lanele therr mission. As they had asswmed, post-revolutionary
conditions i the city offered a good opportanity o ciiculate new ideas. The
roup obtwined two centers for their acovines. The fist wis arented building
v Zunshan Euwst Steer o the merchant-dominaeed  western suburh ol
Guangzhow, Shitu and Ding Xiangoan lived here, soon joined by several of
Shitu's siblings and Zhenp Bitan's younger brother Pergang, who eventually
narried one of Shifu's sisters. The group soon ot a secomd site in the gentry-
domimated citern part of the city, where Mo Jipeng, Zheng Bitan, and Zheng's
wite ok up aesidence. These became worksies and study  centers for
discussions of anarchism and for classes i Esperanto, which they envisioned as
the unmversal langaape appropriate for the worldwide anarchist conmunity.

The Esporanto movement that Shitu’s group launchied in Guangzhou was
modestly suceesstul. Teis ditficult now o comprehend why o group of dealistic
young Chine ¢ would plice so much emphasis on i contrived international
Lonpuage. Muach ot the explanatgon tor their etfort s suggested by the very
atigins o eperanto, Tes origiater, Ludwig Zamenhol (1839-1912), hived i
Bucharest, thon o city e provincial Russia, an arca of many lainguages and
ditticule conmunication. Esperanto drew on Latin roots, seeking (o maximize
the conmmon Lackyronnd of many European languages. Zumenhot chose the e
“one who hopes™ as the name tor his Tanguage. Shifu advanced quickly in his
o study of Esperanto, another demonstration ot his tacility with Tanguages.
He tound mech o be encouraged about alter he began to use Esperanto. He
ased the Tangoage o correspond with idealistic reformers and revolutionaries
abroad, whuoet he siww as those who not only hoped but also truly understood.
Phey were the tist atizens of the great world community he ardently wished
Ching o o Both anarchists and - Esperantists had  their  international
organizations . with periodic world  congresses (Shifu served as China’s
carrespondent w bath bodies). Tt was no wonder that Shifu found many kindred
spirits through speranto; most European anarchists at this time also were
Pisperautists.  There was somie basis, then, for these aspirations that now seem
naive. The outhicak ot World War I dashed all such hopes, however, and left
in its watke problems previously unimagined.

Inical citores w propagate anarchism centered on the publication of several
anthologies to present the theory and - appeal of anarchism. Most of the materials
included in these anthologies were reprinted from New Cenaury, which was still
the nijor scuree tar Chinese tanslagons ol anarchist writings, Four such
anthologivs + e produced between sunmer 1912 and spring 1913, in muns of
000 copic cach Besides the anthologies, the group also printed  and
denabored o on anls ol prore posteands baaring portates o major Bgees i
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s begann a ronanic relationship in the new style ot anarchism, which would
develop s oy dithiculties,

Eraundsvook vanions other acovities during late 1906 and catly 1907,
swarrking vt ot e Hong Kooy banch oftice of the Fonymenghun, But other
Projects gave sy o his propacations for an assassination atempt ke several
athers who ploned assasstation misstons, Liu did not quite reach the moment
ob vt st ad e was senously injured inan accidental explosion on the
oy oF Moy 01907 when he mended o atack 1 Zhon, tie Goangdonn
e il commnaant Yot the cpisode was ol et IMporance. s m.‘nkltl l'I‘L'
culminaton o i phase of Sitn's career. The assassination episode is discussed
1 chapter 4

A pettoa ol abmost thiee years™ imprisonment tollowed the assassination
cpisade. muct ol the tme ac the Jocal jail in Xiangshan. Especially during this
Ltwer penrod . inswas hield inrelaxed conditions that allowed him o study wnd
witte, When ts release from juil was arranged, his benefactors noted that a
study of Cantonese dialects and a discussion of prison reform, written while 1o
wis in uil, displayed a alent so remarkable that it should no longer he
testrained. A group of eleven essays written under various pen nanes during
this prison pedoa olter beter insight ino Lin’s thinking than tor any other pait
of his life berore hie began his ceascless labors on bebalf of anarchism. Zheny
Bran, another tlented young Xrngshan scholar who m 1912 would join L iILI
Lmching his anarchist group, published these essays i his Nianeshan Weekly
CNangshan xunbao) and, years Luer, got them reprimted ina collection of local
wittiings publbished in 1949,

Liu's puson essays show the great degree to which he shared the vigwpoint
ol "national cisence” writers at this pointin his career. Zhang Tawryan (Binglin
had taken the tead imnational essence scholarship, the major thene of which wits
o revive great principles from Ching's ancient past in order 1o sive the mation
and Chinese culture in the modern world. The thrust of national essence thinkine
wis to oppose Confucius himselt, and Confucianists down thiough the centuric S
who liad appropriated all of China’s ancient wisdom and served every autocratic
government, acluding those of the "barbarians. " This view of the ancient st
clterad i ramale tor Han restoration. As nanipulated by Zhang's youngcr
avsenchte s L shiper i supported the ddea thar carliest Ching had been a iJli.\l‘lll;‘
anrchintsocoty Anodher part of nationml essence thinking was o revive values
o Chinese vadivon for use in saving the culture i its current crisis. 1o 1 i
SHhEs prison exay o motality, he presented " the incomparable concept ol
g o e i sacr e gansi zhayn as e indispensable mgredient m
naliey e ommeced das yrreat principle 1o Buddinsi, noting that niany e
tovolubronia e cinent haad been moved by thatreligion. At least since the e
whetthe prep vad hmselt for Bis ssasstaion mission “daring to die” had heen

the essenve v b o v Fronn thar et L did not actively sceh dearth



he made several attempts to put himself in harm’s way. These and other thenies
0 Situ's prison essays are discussed in chapter 5, '

Liu's prison essays suggest the distance he had yet to travel hclwccn' this
national essence outlook of 1908-9 and the commitment to anarchist principles
e would make by carly 19120 Another part ol his prison experience pointed the
wity Lo his destination:  while inoprison he saw nuniber ot copies of Nf‘ﬂ‘
Contary (Xin shil), the journal of the Paris group of Chinese anarchists, which
e commen. ed publication in summer 1907 T the elaxed conditions under
which e was held, his brother and perhaps other visitors brought hime the
journal, thraugh ithe began to study the anarchise ideas that ulli.mz.ncly.cu'rricd
Lin to the vicion of a great human community based on universalistic principles
ol scienee and rationalisn.

Eollowing his release from jail in autumn 1909, Liu continued to study
anchism thirough Newe Cengury and presuniably other sources of information.
Convineed it i)c]lltl\f'dl of the Manchus, and of the tmpertal system, wis the
sine qua non tor revolutionary change in China, he ;11:.;‘() r%*lumn:d o arssqssinnliun
activity, Durig 1910 Liv organized the China Asszl.\;mnutu.m Corps (Z.Ii{uu {Hf.\‘lm
e at Guangzhou. As shown in chapter 5, where this later activity 1 .[hc
subject, such groups became the standard n]g:llli!;l[i(]l?u] im.m for assussination
plots during the last few years of the revolutionary period. Liu's Lorps mn]\;puﬂrl
i Lo successtul assassination missions. The first wounded Li Zhun, Sifu’s
intended tarpet four years earlier, in August 1911, The second killed Fengshan,
e Manchu nobleman whom the government deputed to Guangzliou to 1estore
order following the Wuchang uprising. Oceurring on October 25,. [l'lt
aosassination of Fengshan probably hastened the decision by new leadership n
Guangdong o seeede from the Manchu empire. - o

Liu himsell ook no more than a supporting role in either of these actions.
However, iy acivity as an assassination specialist wis not yet finished, Munl!.].«;
ol strugele followed the outbreak of r::vnlu[iunlin October. The 11\-1;111chus still
hoped to emerge from the crisis with a constitutional nmnu.rchy. They turpql to
Yuan Shikai o rescue the central government, giving him suprenie military
authority at the beginning of November. Thus, diehard mmphers ot thc.coun
such as Zaifeng, or Yuan Shikai himself, became potential targets tor'an
assassination attack, Accompanied by Ding Xiangtian, Sifu went to Shanghat to
await the call o make an attack on one or the other of these two men, As events
wrned out, othiers carried out assassination missions that were of some
signiticance in the negotiations leading up to the Manchu ah(]!catmn"ml Februa:lr)'f

12, 1912, Sill, Lin had remained ready to undertake a dare-lo-d.lc
assassination mission. 1t is signiticant that, within a few months, he would reject
assassination and other such forms of revolutionary violence as part of his fully
developed anarchism. _ .
Liu did not wrn immediately to his new mission on behalf of anarchism.
Iie and Ding Xiangtian traveled for several weeks in the lower Yangzi valley,

/

potned by Teoneds tor some ol their excursions, This was ootime o caphotia, The
odl ot reve monary action scemed 1o hine been achioved, and owis o e o
cejatce. The cuphorine of these days was personal s wells ot s tiae, il o
carlicr. he el Diny consanimiated their relationship physically - s seems one
ol the tew oads i his Tile when Lo Situ simply enjosed bkl

Duatime e thos pertod of Tersure, i Bad begun o deselop pha s tor launching
an i chisemovement in Guang zZhou, e and his foends con Taeod thein ol
ab West Do e Thmpzhon where e Din's call dhey beyan o onncoal e
Fwo biend  jormcd L sond Ding. One was Zhene Bran, > he had publishad
Fau's prisos cwsays The other was Mo hipeng, another o rdealisg Trom
Dongyeaan v actoss the Canton Delae trome Nangshan wioo b boconn
acguannted e L through thetr work i the revoludonasy anoos o The oo
bved and b 1d discusstons first ac White Cloud Cloister ¢ o on clocane
alter i few wecks oa private home e the south end of (he ol

This tooeat hrought the group’s deciston w Launch the € or cronee Sooi
(Nine shiey s the nuckeus of an st mosement at Coaowzhon 1
founding mecmbers see their mames o a owelve-pone pledee o covemant, o
personmil behavier that embodied their anarchise principles  These were the
points: (1) Do notcat meac, (2) Do notdonk liguor (30 Do noc moke wobacoo
(+h) Do not ase servants. (3) Do not ride in sedan-chairs or nckshias. (0) Do not
marry. (7) Do not use o family name. (8) Do not serve as an oftic tal. (9 Do nod
servedds a delegate tooan assembly. (10) Do not join a polivieal parey. o1y Do
not sérve in the army or navy. (12) Do noc tollow any religion

This pledge came to be dentitied with Shitu: almost every account ol his
career repeats it His initial statement ol a stnicized anarchisn mcluded poines
drawn from Buddhism, an indebredness that the Conscience Sooziy's founders
would refuse to acknowledge. (This secularized Buddhism is discussed inseveral
places, but especially inchapeer 6o The naive approach rellected in this pledype
suggests g Chinese anarchists assumed that a conscious moral renewal could
launch the transformaton ot socicty. While Shifu retained hi coiphasis on
principles, i the st year ot his career he would addiew more practical
concerns such as labor orgameimy,

" Acceptance of the Conscience Socicty pledge compleed th vansidon of
Liv Sifu to the anarchist Shitu. In dropping the use of his tomily name, Shitu
and his associaces complied with one of the poings in their pledge. and as monks
renounce Lamily connections o pursue hivher spititual podds. they aejeced
ordimary family Iinks mncorder o work for o universal human Lanmily, The new
mame may be construed in two possible ways that would reflecr Shifu's new
sense ol massion. He now tele able o "teach renewal™: and as this s/ whin h
means oo her" also had the ancient meanmng of an ordinary sehlices who s
part ol o vase army (this o s sull used wodentily one ol the pieces
vianggi, Ciinese chess), the name also could mean "rencwnl o the niiss
As teacher o the masses whom he songht o mobilize, Shitu see it o provnd
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