If You Like the FCAT,

The Free Trade Area of the Americas is a giant trade agreement between 34
nations (and their corporate puppeteers) in the western hemisphere. The FTAA is
begging private corporations to take over public resources, such as education.* So for
anyone out there who might not already have expected the political elite to be greedy,
power-hungry and full of crap (no need for a show of hands, you can keep your shame to
yourself) rest assured that there will no longer be any question. Where public services
have failed miserably, as they have in Florida schooling, surely big business will jump in
to save the day and provide an honest and genuine contribution to our crumbling
society...right? Yeah, right. Our chance to do something about it is coming to Miami
this Fall, at the FTAA Ministerial Meeting, Nov. 17%-21% | This is our chance to
confront these people in the streets and show the world an alternative to privatization and
profiteering.

The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Testing is a perfect example of what
you get when profit motives control our world. Perhaps if kids pop enough Prozac, they
just might be able to still long enough to complete their exams and be filed into the
perfect job opening- where they’ll certainly need some heavier drugs to last them “till
retirement... The FCAT is a failure. It has been since it was introduced to the State as a
field test 6 years ago, costing the public about $25 million just to consider it.** No
matter how sincere the intentions of some educators and administraitors may have been
in their attempts to raise the quality of schools in Florida, the fact stands clear that they
were misled. The privatized schooling that FCAT is pushing us towards is only in the
best interest of the most elite. The results have shown overwhelmingly that it continues
the pattern in our still-racist & classist society of favoring upper/middle class white kids,
while further disadvantaging communities of color, immigrants, and lower-income
families. And besides all that, standardized testing is boring as hell.

This little booklet is a collection of material from Students Against Testing. It
was printed and distributed by Downward Mobility Distribution. Feedback would be
appreciated. For more info or if you’re interested in getting involved in upcoming events
(such as planning for school walkout/skipdays during the Miami FTAA Ministerial this
November) get in touch:

Downward Mobility Distribution
P.0O, Box 961 Lake Worth, FL 33460
(561) 547-6686 Littleprincel(@juno.com

*] use the term ‘educarion’ lightly, Education is what you get from life experience.. What happens when peaple are
forced to sit in a classroom for 12 of the most developmental years of their life, taking tests to live up to someone ¢lse’s
standards cannot be called education, at least not with a clear conscience. You might say ‘obedience training’ is taking
1t & bit far, so 1"\l settle for ‘indoctnination’ ..

**According to the 8t. Petersburg Times, May 26" 1997

Choose One Of The Following

Q.Standardized Tests...

INHIBIT , FAVOR CAUSE
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fE.ALL OF THE ABOVE

FIGHT STANDARDIZED TESTS

Standardized testing is turning our schools
into test-prep factories, whigé punishing
low-income youth, students of color and
boring just about everyone.

LEAVE THEM IBLANK
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It was reminiscent of that famous scene in the movie
Networkz The East Lake High School student clearly had
had enough and wasn't going to take it anymore.

He climbed atop a table and shouted that the new
state test he and his fellow students had been taking was a
waste of energy for them, a waste of time for their
teachers. and a waste of money for the taxpayers, Another
student joined him in his table-top tirade. To school
officials’ great relief, the noisy protest didn't catch on.

For their outburst, the students were suspended.

But plenty of school officials think the kids may have
had a point.
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IT°S NOT JUST THE TEST,
IT’S THE WHOLE INSTITUTION!
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Since day one folks have been complaining about the FCAT testing:

It takes too much time, it costs too much, it’s not accurate, it’s boring,

It’s too much pressure, it takes away from real learning, it treats kids like lab
rats- locked up, probed, analyzed, inspected, forced into experiments, used
for results and often disregarded as individuals. But it’s not only this one test, ¥
it’s every attempt to measure and judge people based on useless standards.
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In fact, all of school is designed to teach kids obedience and living up to iclﬁlto
someone else’s standards. It’s not only detrimental to personal health and e o
growth; it is dangerous for anyone who wants a free, equal, sane society. put the
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JUST THE FACTS..

On average, students taking the SAT will score an extra 30 points for every $10,000 in their parents income
80% of African-Americans and 83% of Latinos failed the 10" grade MCAS statewide, compared to 45% of whites
At 17 hours long, the MCAS is longer than the Massachusetts bar exam

In West Bend, Wisconsin, 30 business leaders agreed to take a shortened version of the state's proposed graduation
exam, They "had so much trouble with it that some wondered whether it truly will measure the quality of future
employees", leading one bank executive to say, "I think it's good to challenge students, but not like this."

States are collectively spending more than $400 million in 2001 to test students
9 of the 10 states with the highest dropout rates used standardized tests in decisions about graduation
3,000 kids in New York City were mistakenly sent to summer school by a CTB/McGraw Hill scoring error

In Michigan, parents have the legal right to opt-out, and in some districts the opt-out rate was as high as 95%, and
the Detroit Free Press reported that in 1998, statewide, 22.5% of 1 1th graders did not take the test

Kaplan’s in-school test prep has risen 5 fold in the last 2 years

In Texas, 25% of minority high school freshmen are retained, and 98% of those retained drop out before their
senior year

California’s Stanford-9 requires children as young as 7 to sit through 10 straight days of multiple choice testing
where teachers can get up to a $25,000 bonus, and top scoring students can earn a $2,500 college scholarship

A second grader at Martin Elementary School in South San Francisco got so nervous about taking the Stanford 9
that he threw up on his exam

Teachers in Palo Alto, CA (one of the highest scoring pay-for-performance programs in the state) shared their
bonus checks (calling them “blood money”) with poorer schools with the lowest Academic Performance Index

In Saratoga, CA, parents took 90% of their second-graders out of the school to avoid the spring’s state testing

The “education industry” as termed by Eduventures, an investment banking firm, is estimated to be worth between
630 and 680 billion dollars in the United States

In January of 1999 Chicago English teacher George N. Schmidt published excerpts of the local CASE standardized
tests after they were administered in the education newspaper Substance. A few days later, the Chicago School
Reform Board of Trustees suspended Schmidt without pay and sued Schmidt and Substance for $1.3 million. The
school board wrote, “the newspaper and other materials already disseminated must be confiscated, even if it takes
the U.S. Marshals going to every Chicago Public School teacher’s home.”

Only 17% of Virginia parents believe that the SOL tests are “an accurate measure of my child’s achievement”
according to a George Mason University poll

Harcourt Educational Measurement delivered late tests to one school in California by leaving the confidential
material on the ground outside a school in the rain

98% of schools in Virginia flunked the new SOL state test, Kirk Schroeder, president of state board of education
calls their testing program “a national model for excellence in measuring student achievement”

When Florida fourth graders were asked by their Sunday School teacher if they wanted to pray about something
that was scaring them, they joined hands and prayed to pass the FCAT

‘This information is to be shared
PLEASE REFRINT AND DISTRIBUTE
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A Brief History of Testing

The often overlooked roots of testing date all the way back to the eugenics
movement of the late 19" Century. This movement was spearheaded by two men,
Frances Galton and Charles Spearman. As a founder of the Eugenics Society,
Galton was known as the father of mental measurement and is famed for saAyAing,
"wherever you can, count." Spearman's work defined a "general mental ability," or
G force, which was passed on from gene to gene. Later in his life, he spent much
time doing experiments with children at a village school in the Berkshires,
measuring their ability on various areas such as classics, English, math, French, and
responses to sensory and teachers input, Once he obtained the dat.a, the students
were ranked according to their various "general intelligence abilities." Towards the
end of his life, Spearman's remarks drew sharp connections between the world of
eugenics and today's modern testing culture when he proclaimed, "Here would seem
to lie the long wanted rational basis for public examinations."

The cause was next taken up by Alfred Binet of France, who was the Minister of
Public Instruction in 1904. A year later, he created the first practical intelli_gence
test, the original version of today's common IQ tests, known as the BineF—Su_non
Scale. The origins of the "guessing game" tests featured notoriously subjective
questions such as this:

When the house is on fire, what must one do?

Set 1 - Call the fireman. - Telephone.

Set 2 - Save oneself. - Run into the street - One must run so as to not

be burned.

Set 3 - One must get away. - One must put out the fire. .
The authors believed that these tests measured an untrained, "natural intelligence" in
children. Binet is also quite famous for explaining, "It matters very little what the
tests are so long as they are numerous."

Though Binet died in 1911, testing quickly came to America in 1916 with the help of
Lewis Terman at Stanford University. His book, The Measurement of Intelligence,
was the first broad call to action for increased intelligence testing in the states. Here
he explains that "this will ultimately result in curtailing the reproduction c'wffceble-
mindedness and the elimination of an enormous amount of crime, pauperlsm,_and
industrial inefficiency." He began the IQ system by giving a test to 2,300 subjects

A

and then categorized them by five classes: very inferior, inferior, average, superior,
and very superior.

After three years of scholarships, they enlisted the entire Ivy League to use the SAT
as a key admissions device. On April 24, 1933, the exams were given to 2,005
seniors at 150 different sites. The SAT was also adopted into the massive Army-
Navy College Qualification Test, which was given to 316,000 high school seniors
around the country in 1943. Chauncey wrote in his diary at the time, "The stage of
development in which testing is not in is the same as the railroads were in the 1950's
- a lot of separate small lines. The big developments were to come."

Ironically, Brigham's distaste for testing grew in a 5 page letter he wrote to James
Bryant Conant, the president of Harvard, about the new Ivy League testing merger
and explained, "If the unhappy day ever comes when teachers point their students
towards these newer examinations, then we may look for the inevitable distortion of
education in terms of tests."

As the industry expanded, researchers sought better and quicker ways in which to
score the exams. Ben Wood, an influential testing advocate who convinced the New
York State Regents to allow him to construct a high school examination for the state
soon worked with Thomas Watson, the founder of IBM, to develop a mass-scoring
machine. But it wasn't until 1931 when a young high school science teacher named
Reynold B. Johnson created an experimental electric grading device called the
Markograph. IBM then bought the rights to his machine for $15,000.

Back in Princeton, New Jersey, Henry Chauncey became the head of the College
Board, and on the first day of 1948, the Educational Testing Service was opened.
Testing criticism was small but growing, spurred by an article in the Scientific
Monthly which claimed that the tests measured only “a very narrow range of mental
activities." Nevertheless, ETS' first big job was a partnership with the Selective
Service System to test up to 1 million college students. This examination, above all
others, put Chauncey and ETS on the board as the leader in test manufacturing and
scoring.

Stanley Kaplan, a notoriously good student from Brooklyn who didn't get into
medical school, decided to make a mark for himself in the testing industry. Even in
high school, Kaplan's small tutoring business landed him 25 cents per hour, Now in
1946 he opened an SAT tutoring business starting in his parents’ basement. His
work flew in the face of the credibility and reliability of ETS, especially when he
would throw post-SAT parties where students would be let in if they remembered at
least one question from the test that they would tell to Kaplan. He later sold his
business to the Washington Post Company in 1980 for $50 million.
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Once his findings supported his pre-existing theories that higher social classes have
higher intelligence, Terman remarked, "The children of successful and cultured
parents test higher than children from wretched and ignorant homes for the simple
reason that their heredity is better."

Testing's next leap took place in the ranks of the U.S. Army in 1922. Under the
leadership of Robert Yerkes, the army's head psychologist, and Carl Brigham, a
Princeton professor, they underwent a massive "national inventory of our own
mental capacity" consisting of 81,000 "native born Americans" or English speaking
Americans, 12,000 foreign born Americans, and 23,000 black Americans. English
speaking Americans were given an "alpha" test, while foreigners were given a "beta"
test. One example from the beta test reveals the degree of mental gymnastics that the
foreign test-takers were forced to go through. Beta testers were given pictures and
had to describe what was missing from the picture. In one instance, there was a
tennis court without a net, and the foreigners were expected to recognize to put a net
there, when at the time tennis was a sport for strictly elites. Once the results were in
from these tests, Brigham declared that "the foreign born are intellectually inferior to
the native born," and the American-born whites the smartest. He went further to
declare that the "Nordic blood" was superior to "Alpine blood" which was superior
to "Mediterranean blood".

Brigham later returned to the Princeton University admissions office in order to
create an intelligence test that would help sort out the finest material for their
college. The first large-scale standardized admissions exam would soon become the
SAT, and would be first given on June 23, 1926 to 8,040 American students seeking
entrance into the Ivy League schools. Tronically enough, in an unpublished
manuscript of 1934, he wrote, "The test movement came to this country some 25 or
30 years ago accompanied by one of the most glorious fallacies in the history of
science, name, that the test measured native intelligence purely and simply without
regard to training or schooling. I hope nobody believes that now. The native
intelligence hypothesis is dead."

The expansion of testing continued with the work of E.F. Lindquist, whose annual
Towa Academic Meet turned into the Iowa Every-Pupil Testing Program, where
every public school student in the state was given achievement tests. Also arriving
on the scene was Henry Chauncey, who was hired at Harvard to create a new
scholarship for 10 top recipients from around the country where they would be given
free merit scholarships. Chauncey's job was to find a way to select them. The
previous tests were offered by the College Entrance Examination Board, a small
association of private schools and colleges throughout New England. In deciding
where to take the next step, Chauncey took a trip to Princeton to meet up with
Brigham. In 1934, Harvard decided to use the SAT in order to select those ten
young men from around the nation.

For decades, the secondary and college education environments continued to grow
more mechanized, more reliant on tests, and more bureaucratized. In 1965, the US
Department of Education required schools to take standardized tests in order to
qualify for Title I funds. A New Yorker excerpt from Art Howe, Yale's Dean of
Admissions from 1960, reveals much of the strangthening standardization of the day.
"Sometimes I lie awake nights worrying about whether we've been kidding ourselves
into taking a lot of brainy kids who are too egocentric ever to contribute much to
society. Orhave we been taking a lot of twirps who have read the how-to-get-into-
college books, listened to their counselors, and learned to take tests and to give the
right answers to interviewers - a bunch of conformists who will keep right on doing
the smart thing for themselves?"

A landmark investigative report appeared in 1980 written by Allan Nairn and Ralph
Nader, entitled, The Reign of ETS. It accused the ETS of an array of criticisms
ranging from catering to the upper class and ignoring the rights of test takers and
minorities. At the same time a young student at Princeton named John Katzman
started a test-prep company called the Princeton Review, aimed at a wealthier sector
of people than Kaplan's mostly middle-class audience. Yet the tactics were
strikingly similar; Katzman recalls telling his young students, "I'll buy you Chinese
food if you tell me as many questions as you can remember."

Testing's great push of the 1980's was spurred by a landslide report written during
the Reagan era, entitled 4 Nation At Risk. In bold and sweeping terms, this report
pushed for more testing as the answer to the global economic trends of the time
period. Throughout the next two decades, there was nearly uninterrupted support for
widespread testing, marked by a 1989 Bush Education Summit, the America 2000
policy report, the 1996 National Education Summit, and President Clinton's 1997
call to action for American education. His State of the Union speech pressed for
stronger standards and more accountability in addition to a national achievement test
that has yet to take hold.

By the year 2000, 49 states had established core standards and testing implemented
around those standards, and 27 of those states back them up by high-stakes tests. A
rising backlash against high-stakes testing in particular is surging up recently,

despite a Bush administration that has vowed to increase the testing load even more.

For more information, contact:
Students Against Testing, 615 Little Silver Point Rd., Little Silver, NJ 07739
E-mail: Info@nomoretests.com

Want to make high stakes tests history?

www.NoMoreTests.com
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