


banefit of our immediate community first, and
the rest of Richmond second. Soon after we
began putting out the free food, we organized a
weekly street cleanup before Food Not Bombs,
not only to clean up the area, but also to see
our neighbors more often, and to make our
presence as a positive addition to our
community more well known. Over the summer we
officially Adopted some Spots, and now have
street signs on 2 streets that say Wingnut
Anarchist Collective.

By that time, our friend Secott had moved
in and had brought with them a weekly craft
night he had organized in another part of the
city beforehand. Scott’s stay here was brief,
but Craft Night became a bimonthly activity
that we took on to help give the kids in our
neighborhood {of which there are many) and our

riends from the city something fun and
productive to do on a Wednesday night. As time
In celehration of The Wingnut bheing active went by, Craff Night went from just a simple
for a year (and in existence for 6 months
longer than that), we thought we might give you
ar; update on what’s been dene sc far, and a
small taste of things to come in our second
year. But first, a little it of bhackground...

The Wingnut, a then condemned 2630 sguare
foot house in the Southern Barton Heights
1eighborhood of Richmond, VA, was acquired by
do in July of 2009. With the help of Jeremy,
vho arrived in August, and Johnny Ray, who
joined us in October, we plowed through what
seemed like piles of permits and inspections to
:he house up to code. We finally finished 3
sutting through the red tape of getting our Wlngnut
coupancy permit in November, and immediately Anarchist Collective
started pulting our plans of an open Anarchist
:ollective space faor Richmond into motion. By
January, we began to help facilitate the mave
»f Richmond Food Not Bombs into The Wingnut, so
hat the organization would have the room to
xpand in a larger and more permancenl space.
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zucchini, grapes, blackberries, raspberries,
‘and strawberries. We participated with a
community Earth Day party by helping kids plant
their own mint, and gave seeds to anyone who
happened by the house and wanted to do some

gardening of their own.

As hot pants and river season set in, we
planned for the annual May Day parade, and
spent our time outside making flags, banners,
dinners, and all manner of noisy things in
preparation. The Food Not Bombs crew showed up
in force, and the weekend of workshops,
marches, shows, and friends went off without a
hitch.

At the house, we had been working on the
long neglected Richmond Anarchist Black Cross,
and started holding monthly meetings to help
revitalize an organization crucial teo any urban
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the jail: the building of a new jail, in the
same location, to be built in part by the

area, Qur first event, back in February, was a ;
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spaghetti fundraising dinner for the AETA 4, prisoners on work duty. This fight will be

not only to help in whatever small form in
paying for thelr legal fees, but also to bring
more attention to the continual escalation in
“Green Scare” legislation aimed at terrorizing
animal rights organizations around the country.
Over the summer we hosted movie screenings and
letter writing nighis.

continuing well into 2011, as the Mayor pushes
to have the prison construction get under way.

By the time Memcrial Day rolled around,
Daveigh and Kayla had become the newest
Wingnuts, and we had begun to make good friends
out of the neighborhcod K: and adults alike,
In doing so, and alsc from being outside more
in the permitting weather, ii became more and
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olice when walking to the store, or to have
local kids tell us that they had been asked by
the police about our activities. In response we
yought a camera and a notebook, and Richmond
“opwatch came into existence as a formal
srganization.

The police were not amused, but the

from the community was overwhelmingly
Not ones to be satisfied with any
singular triumph, we took the summer by storm
with more activities for kids including lending
out the lawnmower for those who could bear the
heat, and board games and movies for those who
couldn’t. Now that school had let out for the
season, the foot traffic at The Wingnut seemed
to have increased ten fold. AL a high peint we
hosted two shows a week, 2 free kids breakfast

reaction
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inans applied for, and miles of red tape
put into place. It's a difficult pill to
swallow, knowing that you are ready to tackle
something as laborious as opening a restaurant,
and have it slip between your fingers because
of landlords, everchanging agreements, and lack
of transparency. But that's what happened, and
the infoshop idea went on the backburner for
the time being, to be tried again when the
opportunity arose.

made,

The heat of the summer finally let up, and
slow down a bit around the
nouse, making time for planting fall crops,
writing zines, planning new events, and getting
' 2 ready for winter. We began horrowing
The Flying Brick Library on 4

1ge began to

sy from

5ig, and tied sheets 1O the front of
che house every Friday or Saturday faor

screenings of kid friendly movies for anyone
watch, and there wasn't a showing

have half the neighborhcod chil ldren

in the front yard cr playing in the

who wanted to

didnfL

nanging out
atrees around us.
We joined up with the Richmond Food

and organized a grocery giveaway
every month for people
community., &fter being invo lved with the
ceveral months, over 100 people itig
yond receive free food
§ are

Saturday of

I8 Ghie

for

nide Richmond and be

every month, and over 175 families

represented. One of Our many goals for the

coming year is to help folks in other

communiilies around Richmond set up Lhe
t

cir neighborhoods.

Same

for 1

program

Heights, and Northside
fres heen he spotlight

e o vime now. Thoudgh
ory Lo i igsue of blight and
and has been an important

areay i RS N e
”
r

¢ nf our role in the
i 2* when someone mentions “redevelopnent
what they are usually referring to is

gentrification. For bLhe [agk ten o fifteen
{in conjunction with the

rise in power of

YEars




Virginia Commonwealth University), c¢lassist
community development has crippled several
Richmond neighborhoods, including Jackson Ward,
Church Hill, and Oregon Hill. As the students
move in, rent goes up, and those without the
means to stay in their homes are forced to move
further and further towards the counties.

Recently, however, there has been a push
to “invigeorate” business in Northside,
particularly in the Battery Park and Southern
Barton Heights area. So when ACORN (Association
to Conserve 0ld Richmond Neighborhoods; this
group, though founded on some good ideas about
preserving the history of historic areas, is a
force of gentrification in Richmond} organized
a walking tour of &

Southern Barton Heights as a
way to boost interest in our area for
developers and new home owners alike, we
decided to make our voice heard as well. We put
our house on the tour, so that people could get

an idea of what we do in our community, and L T
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what, where, and when. Eric, in response to
this lack of broader organization, created the
Richmond Radicalendar, an online resource
representing the radical activities going on
with a number of groups in Richmend including
Food Not Bombs, Richmond Earth First!, IWW, and
more. So far, the idea has taken hold, and we
hope to expand the capabilities of the website
and debut a paper version in the coming months.

In December we hosted Gal Lugassi, an
Israeli anti apartheid activist, as a stop on
the Anarchists Against The Wall speaking tour.
Enyone whao wants to find out more information
about their efforts in Palestine, or if you
just want to show them some love and support,
you can find out more about AATW at
www.awalls.org Tt is & great hope of ours to
host more groups as they tour the U.5. in the
coming months, whether they be musical, lecture
based, or ctherwise.

Ancther long term project we are working
on is producing more anarchist literature and
increasing the presence of anarchists in our
neighborhood and the city. We have found a

distinct lack of solid fliers and pamphlets and
zines that are accessible and interesting, so
we are trying to work on new ideas and
approaches in anarchist literature.

To close out the year with a bang (and
start the next one off right},  the Wingnuts,
along with our friends from Atlanta, staged a
noise demonstration outside the city jail on
New Year’s Eve in solidarity with those locked
up, as well as in conjunction with several

cther prison demonstrations around the world.
We showed up with bucket drums, boombox, and

megaphone, and rang in the New Year as loudly
as we could. Though the turnout this year was
relatively low, we hope to make this only the
first of many New Years demonstrations in the
yzars to come.

What's in store for the Wingnuts in 20117
W= hope to maintain and expand the projects
we've started, as well as experiment with new
s of creating a more autonomous community in
thern Barton Heights and Richmond as a

Love and solidarity from RVA!
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THIS IS our first newsletter. It covers a

lot of ground, but we want to make them more
frequently. And we want to hear back from youl!

S\ M/ wzz
—The Wlngnut-———-

@bgﬂ 2005 Barton Ave
rRichmond, VA 23222 @
(804) 303-5449

wingnut collective@yahoo.com

Write to us at:

And check out our website at -

http://wingnutrva.org/




