Under the Yoke of the State:
Selected Anarchist Responses to Prisons and Crime

Vol. 1, 1886-1929

This pamphlet offers personal reflections from anarchists about time
spent behind bars ond eritiques of the prison system from the Haymarket
frome-up lo the Socco-Vanzetti frial. It gives direct testimony on the
freatment of prisoners in numerous penilentiaries, World War One
internment camps, and Bolshevik jails. It also presents many viewpoints
on how capitalism's exploilalion is society’s greotest crime, and how
anti-social acts would be treated in a truly free and just world,

Anarchists have always opposed the prison system. As an instilution of
the state, it has been used to humiliate and mentally desiroy the working
class and politically minded who have stood up against their bosses.

This collection includes complete essays by Peter Kropotkin {Prisons and
Their Maoral Influence on Prisoners), Emma Geldman [Prisons: A Social
Crime and Failure), and Alexander Berkman [Crime). Plus material
from anarchist fighters Ricardo Flores Magdn, Errico Malatesta, Lovise
Michel, Albert Parsons, Rudolf Rocker, Mollie Steimer, and others.

Kansas Mutual Aid Collective

- PO Box 442438

Lawrence, KS 66044
kansasmutualaid@hotmail.com

Any money mode from the sole of this ppmphlet will go 1o the Prisoners Lileralure Project,

Cover mug shots (left 1o right, top to batiom|: Luigi Golleani, Alexander Beikman, Oscar Meebe,
Banolomes Vanzeti, Micoln Socco, MWW orgonizer and Sponish anorchist Manuel Rey, Lean
Czolgosz, Errico Molotesto, Ricordo Flores Mogdn, ond Emma Goldman.

For o sample copy of our regular bulletin send us o stamped addressed envelope.
Kale Sharpley library ond: PMB 820
BM Hurricane 2425 Channing Way
Llandon WC 1N 3XX, UK Berkeley, CA 94704, USA

www kalasharpleylibrary.org
ISBN: 1.8736035-48-X Anarchist Sources #3 I155M: 1479.9045

""héﬁghhﬂ

i

)

o

*

Gl
onses

5




-atnit? adt Yo adeY sdt whnil
s e weehd of :scnogail taidmal b iJZﬂﬂ"

PLRI-0821 .1 oV

sl e ;'H_rh\mp innit gl -'i:,.- ’!_|H'Jf‘.'f|-.': 1aafl lalngeoo
it - MR Bolave novindy sl To il B s boiriad
e 3 .sunil.h'! Haait advin 1 Jaa HELHi -0 30T gt - @

e, ‘.;-‘mH Eehnistivad RSB N SRRk To Il

RSt L ‘*fﬂ:r-ﬂ ginasecs adiz 1 itlos vldnod LA sgintyy brsmirisin

SRR TR e Teatoan i ORI o ;;L,.Tn}.’*;_.-.n R TR ST L

Bl 1wyt bos wm 1= Rt byttt et blisesa g Deiodhgann

b gt 1

B B |i"|1,-'-"".‘_ padh; }.4. gt |3 i ,,_!: et dhn sy

b, '« Nestbipor: Bioots it t o haew i idibor 5t ety s

.
kol T &' Bt winpitiog b et
iy Uk asm et e e B wheRITi PRERMOET - IHONTNERC §]
S nniehiahd G (e MCIRLR anisRtnd T el
i -.'a.gﬁ ,,',_.,..f“,.l,; Bt _jru,,_!;.-,'. b

it ool Y b o sewe obr e AL U

e aifod ekl HobuR an Uiypdif

R et mmw {im i
T RN e TR L T p
.'-_.”!..; FA0E - '“P"‘ ?".u.""h ‘




Putsorniqs arerions Thogeer
T Saorr Praerizee Bap chreer eoks Theeeds Hoos Pragaain
BACK TN FIEE BABLY 'HOS WIIEN LHELE WEILE ONLY AROUT 00,000 111TMAR HEIMGS TG A P
vateel i the United Stiees, mwenbers ol the anarchist collectve, Dol Togedher oaks,
received e laond konowledee frons o icarcerated rieid aboue the ssrry state ol prison
libraries. Mot surpeisingly, rdical liceratore was not avaitable i dhe prison spsten. Al
prisos usaally don't allew the meneral palilic o send books to incarcerated Bunily asnl
frienels.  Moweser, bogkstores ol pablishers can, The Prisoners Litersture Pragect was

created 1o get revaluwtiomary ideas s disconese over the prison walls as well as o suppasn
the racical folks nside thea,
{IF

Mow in 2oo), with dwe LS peisesn populaton woppiog 2 millien (o incecase ol oo
sincy ayta, the lighest per capita mie on the plnet?), PLI seceives nearly oo leters every

month., Prison e
prisons ten libevies it cells; amd library wse (even for crap) is o privilege that can easily
be withbeld, The project Bas been extenwly efleerive at geoing pood books S prisons
avnd dmne ol Dy ool peopie hungry for mfor i,

Orver te years, el PLE Das leed we depend on the kindoess of stangers.  Evervoue
mvealved s o valumteer, We keep doeing who were doing becavse we koo than ic nakes 2
ifleperee, Yo'l be and-pressed e fmooe the deleterious effect that the WS injustice aod
incarcerativie systent has baad oo dis counery fasn’t been oo good Tor the world ar Ly

oty prosmrans lee been shut down one aller the ather; croweled

citherd and iv wall take vome dan beoods o shilt the paradigoe The PLIY s part of the gicae
struegeele to creane o just worhd, We can see it o here,

IF wou wonkd bike to help please domeee books o postage moeney, or cone volinmeer at
e projece.

Visit snar website for our meeting tows md additioual mlorstion.

http://plp. versuspress. com ur cumil us ai: prisonlit@yahoo. com

Hhoren d Wsrrlaaion

IIAVEN DA PTRIHLIT [N PIRCV IS FIEET AL AL, REVOLUTIONARY, CLASS SUIULGLE AN ALTIEH-
native boserks, panphlets, wagazines sd eere, 1o prisoners we support. We alsa provide
edncaionnl books, especially tor prisooees on Open Universsity ad NVOY courses, Wy
weathd seelvome books ta sed o prisoners, We will seud books, et e prisoners aoywhere
i the UK Dloostions e always weleone (aod anuely pevded). Contact us Lor mone details
anad tor Towd e Do you cane Ll

“Henaks are o veal lifeline Ber prisoners, olteriog knowledwse, inspiarion and a licde hic of
sanity i a totadly insie envitonment. Thoogh only a snell orgnisiion, Haven are one ol

the very Few that ane geouively commited w helping prisoners, somethiog which they Jdo
witle efliciciwy wand dedicarion,”

“1owuld pot hesitte o reconmmend st fellose cons send Lo Haven's book catalogue
nor to encouriee those na position w do so o belp support their valuable work by making

a fsnecial demition”
“If your wish o coutrilnite e direct support of priseners, supporting Haven is a gouosd

sLanting |'||:|i.1II:.“ Adaeke Hareestey, Pall Seetvoae Prigon
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What is Anarchism? ;

AMATECTEISM 15 TR M PEMENT FOR S00CTAL TUSTLOE TEIRCILGEHE FREEDUDR, TT IS CO RN UIREETE, A b=
cratic and emalitri It has existed amd developed sinee the seventeenth century, with
philasophy and @ defined outlook that have evalved and grown widh tione and circmnstance,
Arwirchisin began as what it rensins tday: a dircet challenge by the snderprivileged o their
appression and exploitation. Tt opposes bath the insidious growth of state power and the
pernicious cthos of possessive individualism, which, wgedier or separately, altinumeely serve
only the fnterests af the few at the expense of Uie nany.

Ararchism promwtes maoual aid, Baensony aod ooan solidaritg, o achieve o tree, clas-
less socicty—a cooperstive commonwealth, Avarclisi is botl o theory and a practice of
lile.  Philosophically, it ais for perfect aceond between the idividoal, society and na-
ture. In an anarchist sociery, mwrually respectl soveeeign Disdividoals weunld e organized
i non-coercive relitionships within mieally defined commmnities in which the means of
production snd diseribugion are held in conunon.

Anarchists are not simply drennens absessed with abserace principles,  We know thar
events are ruled by chanee, aned that people’s actions depend on long-leld halis and oo
psychological amd eomotional Berors fhar are aften angi-social amd vsually wnpredicable, We
are well weeare that a perfect socicty cannot be won tomorcew, Indeed, the struggle could
last torever! However, it is the vision that provides the spur to struggle againse things as they
are, anld Jor things that might be.

Whatever the fnmuediate prospeets of achicving o lree society, and however renaete the
iabeal, iF we value onr canunon Tiomanity then we st iever ceaseé to strive to realize our
vision. 11 we settle for anything less, then we are bule more than beasts of buarden at e
service of the privileged few, without nuecls to gain fom il other than a lighter loald, bener
feed and a cosier berth,

Ultimatchy, auly strupele deternmes omconie, amd progeess wovsieds o more aneaninglul
comrmity nuest bepin with the will 1o resist every oo of mjostice.

I geeral terms, this weans challenging sl exploitation wnd defying the fepithnacy ol all
coercive authority, 1Famarchists have one arocle of unslakeable Gt that is chat, once the
luthit of deferring to politicians or idealogises is Tost, ad thar of resisianee te domination
aed exploitation acquired, then ordinary people bave 9 capacity o organize every aspect of
their lives in their own interests, anywhere sd at any time, both freely and Dirly

Amarchism encompasses such a broad view of the world that it cannet casily be distilled
iater it fornnl delinition. Michael Bakuein, the non whose writings and example over a
century ago did mest womaisiorm anarchism from an abstrace eritique of political power
ine 3 cheory of practical social action, defined s fdanental tenet ths: Inoa worl, we
rejoct all privileged, licensed, official. amd Jegal legishicion and authority, even thougly i
arises [roun universal sullvage, convineed that it could enly turo o the benedic of a dominant
wnd exploiting minoriry, ol against the joerests of the vast enslaved mujoricy.

Avarchists do not staned aside froon populsr stooppele, nor do they attenmp to dosnmnate
it. They scek to contribute ta it practically wlatever they can, and also o assise wichin
it the liighest possille levels hotly of fidividial selt=cdevelopment and of groop solidariny.
It b5 possiblie w recognize anarchist idess concerning voluntary relationships, epalitarian
wocesses, it ol a related critique of all forins ol
anal revolutionary movenwe s inoall tmves amd plices.

participation iy decision-nuki
domination i philosephical, soci

Elseswlere, the less fornul practives sind stroggles of the oore indomtable ameng the
propertyless il disadvanmaged victing of the authority sysem lave fond artcalagon in
thie writing of these who on bricl acgusintanes wouhd appear o be oere nallenarian
dreamers, Fae Jrom being absteacr specolations conjored out of thin air, such works lave,
like w0l social thearies, been derived Toom sensitive ebservation, They rellece the fimdamental
avwed e erinable conviction nourished by 2 conscious minerity throughoue history tat
sowial power held over peaple is an usurpation ol panvral vigles: poswer origiooates i the

E1;_'|_'|]1|4_~| and ey Al have, ogetws, the ri1!!||Il Loy swiclsh it



58 Micala Sacco

mothermure, aod T swire thar she will enjoy s very much, a5 you suncly
would De Tappy for i Boe remember always, Erante, in die play of bappanes,
don’t you wse all Tor yoursell only, but down yoursell just one step, ar your side il
helpy the weak ones that ery for help, help the prosecated and die vietim, becanse
that are your bewter friends: they are the comrades that fighe and Bl as your falier
el Wartolo foughe and Fell yeseeeday for the conguest of the joy of feedon for all
amd the poor workers. To this struggele of life you will fud wore Tove and you will
b howed.

Fannt sure that Tron what yvour mother told e aboue whie you sadd during these
Bast terrible days when Twas Iying i the imguitous death-house—that description
mave e happiness becaose it showed your will be the beloved boy | had always
dreamed,

Therelore, whatever should happen tomarrow, nobody knows, but it dhey
should kil us, YL INUSE et H:Jl'gl.'r tor look at YU fricods and comredes witl
the similing gve of gratitode as you ook at your beloved anes, becaose they love
L ALITIE 1.|:|L'}" Jewwe Uvery o ol the Bllen |1|_'r:.'1_'|,'|_|l:|_-|_r ._-n|11|-_1|_||_-§,| I el YOI, your Fatlier
that is all the life L yau, your Latler el loved your aned s thenn, and koows their
nebhle Githe (ha is mine) their supreme sacritice dae they are stll doing Tor our
frevdon, for 1 lave foughe with dhem, and they are the ones dha sull lobd e Lise
of our hope that Loy they can soll save us frome electrocution, it s the struipele
and Fghe between the vich amd the provar for safery and feedom, Son, whicl you

will winderstind o the future of your years to come, of this unrest and stroggle of

life's death.

Mucl Faliowghe of you swhen 1 owas lying in the death Touse—the stoging, the
Rined tender voives o the chilidren from ehe playground, where there was all the life
aned thw oy of liberey==just ane step from the wall which conting the borjed Aoy
of three buried souls. 1t would remind mie so often of you and your sister s,
and Twish I eould see you every moment. Boc [ feel beeter thae you did nor come
ter the deaeh-lionse se thar you could not see the horrible pictore of three lying
i agany waiting o be electmocored, becavse Tdo not kaow what effeet it would
lavve avn your young age. Bue then, inaather way i€ you were not so sensitive it
warltld be very vselul to you tomorrow when you could use this horrible memory
e hald wpy ro the world the shame of the country in this cruel perseention and
vnjust death. Yes, Danee, they can crucily our bodies today as they are doing, bue
they canmat destroy our tdeas, thae will reoin e the youely of the futuse o come,

anee, when §said chree Toman lives buried, imeant to say that wich us there is
another young nen by the nome of Celesting Maderios dhac is to be electrocuted
at the smue dowe with us. Fle has been owice before in that horeible death-house,
thie shauld be destroyed with the Tanuners of weal progress—that horrible house
that will sleune Torever the future of the citizens of Massachusetes. They should
destroy that hovse and pue up a Betory o school, to teach many of the huodreds
of the poor orphan boys of the world.

Drante, T say omece mone o love and be nearest w your mether and the beloved
ones i tiese sad days, and 1an sure thae with your brave heare and kind goodoess
they will Feel less disconfire. Aod you will alsa no forget o love mie a hle Tor |1
do—=10) F’”””ﬁ'! L!|.i|;kir|l_: soch and =0 olten UI-}'LHI.

Bost frarernal wreetings o all the Deloved ones, love and Kisses to your Tiotle Toes
and mather, Most bearny allectionte cinbrace,

Y[IU!E FATHER ABMID O 0MPAMITIN

ws. aroodo send you the most allectionare grectings. T hope that your inother

will Lielp you o understand this leteer because 1 could lave written much beter
annd pnvore siople, dF D was feeling good, ot 1 am so weak,

Introduction

AR RIS TS ATWAYS COME TN TEARD COMTACT WITTE WEIATFVER MAKES U STARE.
They ae the state’s biggest enemy. Mo other group of people thireaten the sae
i cueh a way, They were among the fiest to see the funhey and niliginaney ol
prizons. 1F capitalist socicty is so rotten, so exploitative, so self-consciously drven
to ke maney ae the cxpense of everyone clic, then prisences in capatalisins jals,
uo matter what their crime, can never be vilified or forgotten. This s a world
where economic suceess 15 the promary goal, where greed = sanvobied by e e
“hand working” and where those who don’t become a "suceess” are essentially left
w fend for themselves. evolt at the hort and bleakness ol some Ay af Tife
will come in all sores of ways, Some of them will upset the hberal and polineally
vorrect elevnents among us, Soll whe cares? Prison, o place wo o everyone woho
duvsn’t At in, doesn’e reform people. No aparchise sees iv doing any good except in
providing o real cducaion for all o few, 1t punishes peaple, stips them of dieis
lunsanty and makes them as el as victims as anyone else. 10 the whole sysem
i roceen, jails are its most concerous arcas and need cotng—quickly,

Bdearly all the people io this anthology lave spent e i prison o e belels,
Sone lave been executed because of the ideas diey bad—in some coses as o result
af teials thae were so obviowsly Bawed and corrupe that we can truthiully describe
their detendants as murdered by the state. All of these people were amarchists wha
Believed that people could lead their lives in free associaton with other people
without leerarchies, churches, leaders, puliticians, j;1|:||.'m: of any kind. There was,
and sl 15, no oeed for die state o exist—cxcept o protece and increase the wealth
ol the rich. L was the !1]'i\"ill‘1_{|.' af the 11{!'.\!'!.,‘l'fl|.l| s ciche, vsed o i|||.|::|'i'\.|||| tlase
whi spoke oue against their exploitation ot would not ohbey e mandites of e
ruling class. For ondinary people the state was a constmt mewtal and pliysical
witvusion in their private life,

This pannplaler s the firse oF two, The second will con
and the thoughts of anarchist prisoners oo the Spanish Civil War {130 100) up
b the present day. We have tried to give information aboue each writer and offer,
il we can, sugpestions for fucdher reading, 10 you would like to affer suppestions fo
the secomd volume, conter the Dawn Collective at our _dawn@hotmail . com.

Feania Daamsa | himas | Joap:

stoud airre st writinges




PART 1

IDEAS

To Dante Sacco

Micola Sacco

MY LEAR SN AN COMIAMITING

Sinee the day P you st D lad always the e to weite you this leter, bue the
[emgeh of iy honger seeibke and the towghe Didglie not be able to explon mysell,
e me put e oll all this e

The other day, T ended iy honger serike and just os saon as D adid dhan | ehoughe
ul you to write to you, bat 1 Hoad that 1 did not lave enough strengeh and 1 eannot
Bish it at one time, Flowever, Twant to get it down in any way before they ke us
RILATIAN C4] the death-liouse, because i is My conviction I:h.n:_]ust a5 so0n as the court
refuses a new trial to us they will ke us there, And between Friday and Monday,
if nothing happens, they will electrocute us right after midnighe, on August 2204,
Therefore, here Tam, right with you with love aod with open lieart as over | was
yesten by,

I never thoughe that our mseparable life could be separated, but the thoughe of
seven dolorous years makes it seem e did come, bt then it has not clunged really
the unrest and the heart-beat of aleedon, That as remained as it was, More, 1 say
that our ineffable alection reciprocal, is today more than any other tine, of course,
That is not only a grear deal but it is grand because you can see the real brocherly
lewwe, 1t only 1n joy but also and more in the stroggle of sulfering, Roemember
this, Dante, Wee have demonstraced this, and modesty apart, we are proud of e,

Much we have sutfered during ehis long Calvary, We protest today as we protest-
ed yestenday, We proeest always for our freedon,

IF 1 stopped hunger strike the other day, it was becanse there was no more sign
aflife inome. Becavse © protested with my hunger steike yestenday as today [ protest
forr bife and not for death,

I sacrificed because | wanted o come back to the cmbrice of your dear liede
sister [nes swd your mother and all the beloved fricnds and comrades of life and not
death. So.Son, today life begins to revive slow and calim, but yet wichout horizon
aned always wath sadess and visions of death,

Well, my dear boy, after your mother had wlked o me so muoeh and 1 liad
dreamed of you day and nighe, how joyful e was to see you ae lise. To have alked
with you like we vsed o in the days—in those days, Much [ eald you oo thae visic
and more | wanted to say, bue 1 saw that you will renin the sine alfectionate oy,
Baitdul to your mather wha loves you so muoely, and 1 did not wane to hore your
sensihilitics iy |m11.:¢|'. because [ am sure that Yo will continue to be the sune
oy and remember what 1 have told you. T knew that and what here [ am going
o tell you will touch your sensibilivies, bue don't ery Dante, because many tears
, i newver

hawe been wasted, as your mother’s have been wasted for seven ye
died awny good, So, Son, instead of ceying, be strong, so as to be able w comlort
your maother, and when you want o distract your mother from the discourging
soulness, T owill tell you what | used oo do. To ke ber for a long walk in the
guict country, wathering wild Howers her and there, resting under the shade of
trees, between the harmony of the vivid stream and the gente tranguiliey of the

Wbt o €l estosen Seate Prisoan oo 08 Aggost 0027 1o his som Dranee. Micola Sacca {ifagi-p27)
woin gt el baen amarchist amd Gollower of Duign Calleann selas asoipracesd oo che 105 sl o,
Sk sned o e waere ot ol i iens Gigehg aggainst e Anecican posernmeat s aotack o theic asaclise

Cornnasdes, Arresiead i gz seitls Boartalnes Vineern as sespaects i paynsll robbery, thieir ease beame

o aeener et | e cf1ebee o tlae Feirs Flhe tws o werre execoted o 31 Angost 1027



56 Mollie Steimer

Arclioneel, the local *GUUY declired chat Maria would wet be sent any Rarther,
beeanse all prisons and concentrtion camps of Archangel and vicimty (neluding
Solovetz Monastery) wene so overcrowded that the Tocal authorities il resolved
t accept no more prisoners. Maria was kept in Vologda for severdd days, and then
sene lack, together wath o ouwmber of other politicals. She was shuliled back and
forth, various prisons refusing to accept her for lack of space. No political knows
where he will really serve bis term of exile, and none of his fricnds know,

I had ai oppornity to talk o Mari Veger, She nude o complaint about her
oo miserille condition. but she spoke of what should be done fur those prisoners
whio Bad juse heen revorned o Pecrograd. She was particularly anxious about the
fate of one woman who had been refused a visie of lier seven-year-ald oy, and
asked that everything possible be done for her as the soman was physically oo
weak to emdure the swlering o wloel she was heng sulygecad. We gor no furcher
i our conversation because o guard compelled us te erminate the “visic”

Clonnrade Veper parted Fom e with the following words:

“Tell e compdes abroad to orgaize and unite all their forces. Let them not e
discouraged by thie sitvation in Wuossia. O the contrary, tell them chey muse niake
se ol our experience wnd be well prepaced for tie coming world revolugon.”

I lelt her with o heavy heart, Wile die Conmunises are issuing lang protests
agminst the perseeution of political prisoners {they mean only Conmuniss) in
“eapitalist” countrics, they thernselves are imposing savage sentences upon their
appoients and are forcing many of our best comrades t die slowly o the gails amd
concentmtion camps, and hondreds of others o soffer the biter pangs of hunger
andd the wnbearable cold of porthern Ressia and Siberia. The real revolutionaries

af Roussia today are exiled and cur oft froo the entive weorld, forbidden the righe of

cotmnication with any living person except the Jonmable spies who are forever
shadvwarng their Foutsteps,
{Stwnraie} Moo S

Pavas, Precember o, 12y,

Laws Used as Weapons

Allbert Parsons

Foib | MEE SPEERCH AND THE RIGHT U1 ASSEMBLY FIVE [ABUI GRATURS & TIHEAMEALRS ARE
condenned tw die. For free press and free thought three Tibor Editors are sent to
the seaffold, “These eight men,” said the attorneys of the monopolises “are picked
out by the grund jury because they are thie leadees of thowsands whe are coqually
euilty with them and we punish them to nuke exanples of them fur the athers.”
This wmuch for opinions sake, for free thought, free speech, lee press & pulilic

asseihly,
This Hayarkee siair lus exposed o pulidic view the lodeans enormities ol
capitalisig & the barbarous despotisin of government. The trggedy & the clfecs

of it has demonsteated Hese: dhar govermment s power: and statute law is hicense,
bevause it is privilege, 1t las shown the people—the posi— de wage-slves —that
law, statute kw15 9 privilege, & o peivileges ae for sale e those who e buy
nent ciacts liws the pubice, the soldiers & the jalors ar the be-

them. Gowe
best of the rich eoforee it B i license, The whole canle & all i congass las
beenn sold o few who are thes authorized by stote bae—=licensed—o 1ol the
many of their notural mbericice, Lave is license. Pl fowe are Beeasced by Lo o
oveny the L the machinery the bouses, food, clothes & shelwer of the people—
whose industry: whose libor created them, Law s leense: Law—stitue liw—is
the cowards weapon, the tool of te thict, 18y i
cd & enslaved. By Liw nunkind s robbed of s bicthright, lberey wmsstormed
into slavery; hife mto death;
& the Fir carely inwo a den of
thicves & mnderers, The un-
tolcd pllians, the wen, won-
en & children of totl, the pro-
letariat are by law deprived
af their lives, their liberty &
their happiness,  Liny i -

cense,

Anrchy—oaural - faw—is
liberey. Liberty is the natural
right to o what one pleas-
e, bounded & himited wo-
Iy by the coual right of ev-
ery one else to the sane libee-
ty, Privileges for none; equal
rights for all. Liherty, Frater-
mity, Ceuality, L drawitng

the Gl aif thae trap” B sben e of LUl L0 8 Sapien,

e eaps vwver the pemoner” bwes, qust L laae

P his aobiograpley, Giest privned i Kieghoe of Labon frome 123 £3rala 1440 Allene Parsons
(1FgA- 0 T) was an Anerican amrchas, liushuned wf Livy, vevewted alien dhe | lynoacker atlai Tarsans
Isewasane o ©omfederate soldier when he was 13, Adter the war e senled o Wace, Texis, il bweng
a Lepubdican, |1|_|||Ii:;||i|||_l‘ 3 woekly R pizr advoeiinng e cisal eiphits of Afvicas Aocicas Pasons
Fermwded the Trgernarional Warking Peoples’ Assuciinin American Lisip afl € hican i 18y Foaond
ity o snnder by o bl which he fad e invelvement witl, he was exseontel aaf 0 Feveeimb
(Bt



Prisons and Their Moral Influence on Prisoners

Peter Kropotkin

"

ALTEW LIEE FO bt 1 h AMEY AFTER THE PROMLEA 00 FIE STATE, FERITARS THE
st ingartant of all is that concerning the control of anti-social acts, The metng
ot of justice was abways the principal instomnent for ereating rights ad privilege,
since it was based o solid Toumdations of constitured riglies; tie problem of whae is
tov b o witly those whio commmie anti-social acts therefore contrins within iself
the gorean proablen of govermment amd the Soace,

Fers v o ask af condemmation o death or to prison is just, Docs it attain the
il end it B as s goal—thae of preventing the repetition of the anti-social ded,
wnnel (s regands prisons) thae of reforming the offemder?

Ty e grve questions. On their aoswers depend nor anly the happiness of
tlomrsands lsi-|1|'l-|}|l:'l'x', ot vaily e Fee oo miserable wormen and childrea, whose
Brosbarnels el Cothers are belpless wo aid them from behind their bars, boe also the
Bappiness of hunmniy, Every injostice conomitted againse one individual is, in che
cinl, expericneed by oty as a whaole,

Plaving had oceasion to hecome acouainted with two prisons in Franee
several i ussiog, baving heen Jed by warious circomstanees inomy lite to retorn
i the sty ol penal questions, 1 think it is my duty to state openly what prisons
are,—to relate my observations and my beliefs as a resule of these abservations,

THE PRESUIM A A SCITOCH, OF CRIME
Onree aman lias been an prison, he will reeuen. Tt s inevigable, amd stacstics prove
it The wmmal reports of the adiminiseeation of eriminal justice in Frmee show that
one=lialf of all those ericd by jorics and two-tifths of all those who yeady get into
the police courts for minor offenses received their education in prisons, Neady
half of all those tried for murder and three=tourths of those tried for borglary are
repeaters. As for the central prisons, more than one-third of the prisaners released
tromn these supposcdly correetional insatutions are rennprisoncd in the course of

ewelve months alter their iberation.

Another sygibicant angle is that the offense for wlich o man returos w prison is
always more serious than s bese. 1, belore, 0 was petry thieving, he rerorns now
for some daring burglary, i le was iprisoned for the fiest time For some ace of vi-
olence, olten he will retarn as o moederer. Al weiters on criminology are o accord
with this observation. Former affenders lave become a great problen in Europe.
And you know how France has solved it she ondions their wholesale deseroction
by the fovers of Cayenne, an extermination which beging on the voyage.

Frvan Keopuetbenan s Bevadierionnn e Paogplifees (Mew Yiork: Vaogand Press, og27). Firs ;||1|:|_u|'|_'|.i a5 “lithi-
ence insral ales prisons sor fes prisonniens”™ Lo fdadee, serialized December i887-July 1885, eter
Foropesekie 1% p2oimgen) wos g Bossun weselntionary, peographer, peologist, aod principal dheorise ol
avarcliisd commmmniaann 1y oswoas boaay i the Woossian AF IS RLY i Bloscow, sfreait liis yushs
1 Alesander S o ol Pages, solwegpueently serving as an wilicer in Sibseria, whene his CAPWTieIUes
Dl dewan Tus taalwal vortsemsiess aned Ly the Poenmaclarion s of Tis sciennilic caneer, KII.\P"II"HI! reavcledd
o Seviteer Ll anoafe where e mer Michael akonins asssocine, fanes Guillione, sl visioed e
avarehist Jura Peaderarions of seabers, aerurming to s a convere o Bakonin®s nesalutionary collec-
tvisnn, Jimmege the Clailiovsky Cinle, e was aerested inoaigg fe revalotionmiry acrivieg e eseaped
i 1A, “"'I“'l'- i Switeerhomd, Phere s 0570 be co=lnnnled Lo Réandtd with Jean Grave, Expelled
e T s oo Pranee, whee e was arrested el i||'||'||_"|5;1||r|,| (1R 2-008n). From 1886 wntal Tis
serurn b Woussia i g, De Jved in Englaml, where be s o foundee of e anarchise newspaper Fore-
dor, W ks in Jrine i ke e Brssnnar aind Preende Privans, A ferrenal R A Faweror o Faleoeir, apil Fredds,

Favsonres, avel Flinbesdiyss fisisnme

Inside Bolshevik Jails 55

in the swamp region, was added to scurvy, When an opportunity atforded iself,
Maria escaped and refurned to Petrograd. Bue she did not remain long at liberey. In

July, 1923, when g1 Anarchists were arrested in Petrograd, Maria was siong them,

The agents ol the “ G treated her with ﬁ|,1l'['i.lt brotality, Whereas all the other
prisaners, of wher asas one, were kepe at the headguarters of the "GRLLT Far four
dhys before being transferred to another prison, Maria was held there for nearly
pwor wiee ks,

The prison of the “CLPU" s not the heavenly home of leisure the Bolsheviks
and their agents would lave the weorld Believe, 1 was Tocked opoana cell that was
a Closed box, e was provided wath a siall hole the size of o donking cup through
which air 35 supposed to enter, but no i enters beeanse the coreidor into which
this hole Teads also has no o ventilation, A faine Tanp buens day and maghe in tis
closed box, cavsing severe pain g the eyes, There is nothing bue g wooden beneh
to e upon: lice, bedbugs and other vermin eat your Aesh and make life o burden
tor yumn, The quice of this dim, evil-smelling cell is broken only by the ridicale and
hrutality of 3 “comrade” jail-keeper,

The “CLRLLY representarives koew whae these condinons meant o the sick
Maria Meger, amd they purposely toroeed ber, Eaeh day she was called o the
olfiee amd asked o give them “information,” for which they promsed o remove
her to anather jail where life was not so miseralide, When fioally convineed that she
wottld die rather than give lying "“information™ about her comrades, the Tihebists
ordered Maria Veger tansferred o the “Home of Preliminary Detention,” where
she was strictly isobated and kept on the regime of the “conumon criminal.”

M1 YOU TIINE ¥OLE ARRE TN AMERICAE

The treatment i my own case was fir from being endurable.  Like the other
politicals, [ was denied the most elementary prisen rights, scotfed acand ridiculed
by the prison adininistracion as well as by the higher authorities. For speaking o
Maria whea secimg her tuough the window, 1 was threatened widh the dungeon.
Being unable to codure such an existence any longer, deoied a eeial, and held voder
critninal conditons, we declared a hunger-seeike, denanding better conditions and
the right af visits, O the seventh day of oure hunger-strike, after the prison doctor
stated that we could mot bold out ay lomger asd e we most be foreibly fed, one
of the "G.ELL” chiefs visited us amd granted our demands, But betore they were
granted anether comrde prisoner of mine was called by che prosecuting attorney
amd asked iF he could nor use bis mAuence with me o indoce me o ear. Fle said he
could not. The prosecunng aorney then sad o hin aogrily: “Then she wall be
forcilily fid. Does she think she ds dealing with the American police?” e spoke
as i the brotal methods of the American police were tenderness itsell” compared
with whiar e s bis compades inrended to do,

The physical state of Comrade Maria Veger was becoming worse every day, bue
the prison doctor said e could do noting for hee under the conditions, o spite
of the fact that she was senously ifl, Maria was finally condemmed o three years
exile i the Solovetz Mowastery, the dreaded prison sicoaced onoan island in the
White Sea. 1o which boars go bur ewice a year, Tlas penaley amounted in fiet oo
deaely sentence, considering the conditions of our comrde,

O Seprember aath Mari was sent away to serve the term imposed upon ber,
Ien s weeek alterwards word come back e she was beang senc back o Pecrograd,
Afrer a two days” strugele with the “G.EUY officials, T finally obtained perimission

o sew her,

B with o Dagh fever, and haedly able to sed on er feer, Maria relaced o
me the story af her journey which T shall well here in brier:

When biowght to ehe Vologla prison, which s Ball” way o Petroggrad o
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Mollie Steiner

BLISSIA L TEMIAY 1S A GHEAT PIISON WEIERE UVEIRY TNIMVIDUAL W 1S KMUWH HOT
te e i full pgreement with the Connnuonists is spied upen and booked Dy the
COLUYT (Heleka) a5 anenemy of the governtment, Nooone can receive books,
newspapers, or even a plain letter from his relatives without the conerol of the
censor, This institution which keeps the people in absoluee ignosioee of all pews
detrimental to the interests of the Balshevists s now better orgaized and more
stece than was the Gonous Black Cabiner under Czar Nicholas 11,

The prisons amd concentrtion cunps of Moscow, Petrograd, Klarkov, Odessa,
Tashkene. Vologda, Archangel, Solovki, sud Siberia are Gilled with sevolutionaries
who do not agree with the teranmcal regime enforeed by the Bolsheviks, The
il rreatment ehae those people receive at the bands of their jailers can have
anly one pirpose: that is, to wear them oue physically aod mentally o da ther
Hves nay beconne a mere burden to then.

To mention a few instnees within oy personed Eoondedge:

i Korshumova, a young Avarchise, while visder arrest o l";:tmgr:ul, Wil
contindly dripped fron one jail o another. At the end of 1ga2she eeeived o
seotenee of weo years” soliary confinement, amd was oken fioim Peorogrd o the
Museaw jail where she was supposed o serve her sentenee, Dot she had nat been
there a month when she was suddenly carried ot wo Cheliabinsk, Siberin, Plewe
o younng cemnirasde thouglit shie svonld De lee alone Tor e, But oo sooner had
shie recieved the Dese feer from her mother wheo again was shipped off’ w another
phice, this e o Viacka, which is one ol the waorst prisons in Jussi, notorious
for filth and starvaton conditions, and, what is worst of all, for the outrageous
conduet of the men keepers=—"vommdes,” they are called—towards their belpless

victims, the women prisoners. Sioce Rorshuoova was trnsferred o thar place of

tavture, o letter has been received from her and no oews about her bas reached
the ourside world.

This comrade s well koo TTTERTRIS th “L‘ll'Uj.El':’ld warrkers as o wonein reviolo-
vonary ol geean idealisn and sincerity. She has olten been compared with Salia

Peravskay,

Another exanple:

Py yeans g, Maria Veper, an Avarchist of many years stoding, and o teacher
by profession. was arrested a5 a0 resole of o search o her home, where e
consisting ol copies of the London Peedonr and Abeier Preind, ehe Prede Adwiree
Srie (MUY, s some books on Anarchisim (were fownd Ed.)

Adter beings held for several wwnths in the Moscow prison, where she hecame
sick wath the singa (seorey). Maria finally received a sentence of two years' exile
e Avclaneel in the Mol Vhe offici) docanent which was handed to ler e
*Two years exile i the city of Archange] for coumter-revolution.”

Lie Avchamgel, Maria underwent exereme suffering. Malaria, 3 conmon discise

ionatn datteis Paomr Praronme Prasons (Mew Yooks Albeor & Charles B, g25). Moblie Swimer (1497
ps) s L2 osedan- Do e lise milicane, She emigraned s e US withi ber Conily inoogs foinesl
s Paagleipe 1 vecond oo al Jewids s hiss boasared i Bewe Youk, Shee weas acvesteed with othiers in
Avignst v B paldishing anticles coieal ol Aamerican itervention in ossian Ievelugon, S
was derenged w0 menhs, Ut o bal, she was aeested varions s sl was deponed o R
i vgprn, Slee cmmbesd o Eeiog anresied thewe by the Bobiheviks for soppesedly aiding coiminal elements
(i evehiern wvwwnals G Db ancamacbiseh, Depeerted o Gesmany shie ||1'|p1'l:| AT VARTOLR TS 1
st pesoluonian ies inga o] dn [Rassia. Bvenrmally el ie Mexico o mscaps Mazi B s

y
Frisons anc [T Word) Eaeiice Ui gawiie s
THIE FUTILIEY 001 PHISGNS

L spite o all thie reforms made up to the present=—um spite of all the experiments
of diflerent prisan syswems, the results are always the sune. Cn the e land,
the number of offensee apainst existing laws neither nereases nor diminishes, e
watter st the systene of penishments is—the knout has been abolished m Russia
anned the death penaley i Taly, aud the mumber of mnrders there las renamed the
aime. The erueley of the judges grows or lessens, the cruelty of the Jesutical penal
system changes, but the munber of ace designated s erines remams constant.
It is affected only by other causes which 1 shall shordy memion. On the other
hand, o mateer what changes are mtroduced m the prison régaime, the problem of
second offenders dues not decrease, That i inevitable=it must be so;—the prison
Eills all the gualities in o o which make him best adapted o commninye ife,
mikes hun the kind of a0 person who o will evitably eturne w prison e cod das
days in one of those stone tombs over which s engrved—"House of Detention
and Correction,” There is only one answer to the guestion, "Wt can be done
to better this penal system?” Nothing, A prison cannet be anproved. Wil che
exception of a few unimportant liete noprovenenes, there is alsolutely wothing
o bue demohish e,

| wigght propose that a Pestalozzi be placed e head ol each prison. 1 refer
to the greawt Swiss pedagopue who wsed w ke i abaodoned children and make
goud eitizens of then, T might also propose deae o the place of the present guands,
ex=soldiers and ex-policemen, sixty Pestalozzis be sobstitoed. o, you will ask,
SWhere are we to Sind them?™—a pertinent question, The great Swiss wacher
waould certainly refuse v be o prison goard, Tor, basicaly, the prociple of all prisons
5 wrong because it deprives man of liberry, So long as you deprive o man of his
liberty, you will nocimake lim better, Yoo will colosvare labiwal eriminals: thae is
whit 1 shall now prove,

THE CHIMIMALS 1M PRISON AN OUTSIDE

To begin with, there is the face that none of the prisoners recogmize the justice
of the punishment inflicted on them. This is inisell” 2 condemnation of our
whale pudicil systen, Speak toan inprisoned osoe or o some great swindler, He
will say. “The lietde swindlers are here bue the g ones are Gree aimd eajoy pubhe
respect.”” Wit i you answer, knowing the exstence of preat fiancial companies
expressly designed to wke the st peomes of the sivings o the poor, witle the

Founders reniving i time tomake good legal hauls oue ol divse sinall forones? We
all kiowe eliese preat stock ssuing companies witle therr Byangs covalaes aod chewr
e swanddles, Wiat can we avswer the prisoner exeept tlae he is oghe?

Cre this o, bnprisoned for robbing aoall, sl eell you, =1 sunply wasn't clever
enough: thiats all.” And what can you answer, knowing what goes on o portant
places, and how, following tereible scamdals, the verdicr "ot puiley™ s basded oue
to these preat robbers? Flow many tiimes have you heand prisoncrs say, "Ics the
big thivves who are holding us here; we are che hinde ones” Whe can dispuoie s
when he knows the inceedilile swindles perpetroed i e realin ol bigh loanee
and commmerce: when he koows that the chirse Tor riches, acguired by every possibile
means, is the very essence of bergenis society, When be has cxomined this inumense
guantiy ol suspicious tansactions divided between the honest oo facconding
to Dorpeois standards) wod the criminal, when be Das seen all thes, he mosy De
convineed e jails are neede for the anskillinl, oot Tor erigmoals, Thes s the
starickind on the ouside. As for the stdird in the prison itsell, it is peedless
el on it longr Woe know well eoougl wlit ic s, Whether in regand o fuod
or the distribution of Bwvors, in the wonlds of the prisoners, from San Frneisco o
Kannehatka, “The biggest thieves are those who bald as hewe, not ourselves.”




B Peter Kropotkin

PHESON LABEHE
Faeryone kgows the evil iflucnce of liziess, Work relieves o man. Dot there
i work amd wark, There s the work of the free individual which makes him
fecl g par of the innense whole, And there is that of the shve which degrades.,
Caomien Labor s vasallingly done, done only throngh fear of worse punishment.
The worle, which has no attction in itsell beeanse it does not exercise any of
the mental Geulties of the worker, i so badly paid that ic s looked upon as
pumishiment.

When my anarchist frrends st Clavsos made comsets or mother of pead bottons
and revemed twelve cents for ten boores Tibor, of which four cents were retained
Fy the State, we canownderstamd very well the disgust whicl this work aeonsed na
s cordemoed it When e receives thivty-sis ceats ar the end of o week, he
is right o sy “Those who keep us here are thieves, not we,”

PEUE FUEREEI]T €0 1T TINE CHEF SOCTAL CTINTACTS

Aol whiat pspication cane a prisoner get toowork foor the commaon good, deprived
a5 D is ol all comnections witl Tife camside? By 3 elincent of cooeley, those
wha planied eor prasons did everything they could to break all relationships of
the prisoner with sovicty. In England the prisoners wife and children cansee hin
only oiwe every three months, and the leeters e s allowed 1o write are really
prepostercas. The philinchropists have even at thnes carried defianee of hunn
wature s far st restrice o prisoner from writing anything bue his signatore o a
P.impd civcakar, The best indloenes to which a PrIscHICT roatiled e .iu]'l_il.‘t'rt‘t|, Hae
only ane which could bring hin a ray of highe, a softer element in his life.—the
relativnship with Tis kine—is systemativally prevented.

I the sombe hife of the prisoner which Aows by without passion or cmotion,
all the finer sentimenis rpadly beeome atrophied. The skilled workers wha loved
ther trade lose their taste for work, Bodily energy showly disappeais. The mind no
lomger has the enengy for sustained atcention: thoughe is less rapid, and inany case
less persistent. b oses depihe Bt secins o me that the lowering of nervous energy
i prisons is due, above all o the lack of varied impressions. I onlinary lile @
thousand sounds and colors strike our senses daily, a thousand liede facts come )
our consciousness i stinubice the activity of our Brains, Mo such things sorike
the prisoners’ senses. Therr anpressions are few and always tlie sume.

TIEE CTUI0EE bEEY €00 WRLL 1Pr NWER
There is another mmportang cinse of demorlizatdon in prisons, All irnsgressions of
aveepted moral standards ey be aseribed o kack of a strong will, The majority of
the inmates of prisons are people who did not lave sutheient strength o resist the
ECTRE] I RS surroudimg then or to comntrol 2 p:lx\iul} which iltlmlﬂ.'ntilli"y' carried
them away o peiscas as in o momasterics, everything is done to kil aonsan’s will.
e penerally Tas oo clinee between one of twe acts, The vane occasions on which
b v esevese las wall are very brief. Ths whole Bfe s regulated and ordered
i adviwee. Tle has ondy tooswim watly the current, 1o obey under pain of severe

prnishient.

Under these conditions all the will power dar he may have bad on entering dis-
appears. Al where wall he fined the strength with whicly to resist the temptations
wlrich will arise betore him. as if by magic, when he s free of the prison walls?
Where will he find the streagth to resist the fisst nnpulse to a passionate outhreak,
it during several years cverything was done to ill this inner sirength. to ke him
 docile tool in the hands of those wha control him? This fict is, according oy

vl e st ferride comdermation of e idole el systene baged on the deprivition of

antelivivtreel Tiherryp,

The oriin of this sappression of individual will, whicl s the casenee ol all

One Day in the Cheka's Cellar 53
{orlornly, staring Hixedly in the empty space,

Mo one answered hin, not even an eclio of his own voice, which died away in
the cell. It was distressingly painful; death made itself fele. My temples began o
thirob violently: the bead was burmngs the lids grew beavy. Fovisible bannaers kepe
povnding beneath the crnimn box. Conscinusiess wis splitting away: everything
lecamie as i in a fog A savage cacophony broke Toose witlin me; my thonglis
kept whirling frenziedly, Tfelt an increasing weakness, i growing apathy. My tut
nerves began to lose cheie power to wact to internal stimulic 1 oo dont want to
die. Tam young, ny life lies ahead of me, 1 did so liede inoany life. To dic under
the mnzzle of an automatie, to be killed by o Cheka executionist? No, no, And
what for? Whe will ever learn about my death? Aud i which way will ny deads
prafit anyone? To dic for the commen cause, yes—there is nothing tervible about
that. ot pew to die sech o senseless death, of whar avail will ic be? To dolfil iy
duey? Hla-ha, duty! What sort of duty? The duty of conscience and honor? No,
bue this...."

The rumbling of an approaching ouck broke the silence. Tt Foud its paanil
crbier i the Tearts of the cell inmares, The “doomed” man searced op, oo chen fet
his head sink upan lis knees,

“Cih, Lord, save us aned have merey upon us” whispered the praese, ceossing
ltanself,

“They are beginming” said ane of the arny nea.

“Hegimning what? Who is begiming?” [asked,

“Lie down and sleeps you will rest better for it you won't be worked up annec-
essarily and you will be saved the aifliction of many a stinging thought” exhoreed
the priest.

“Line then, whacis really starting now?"" 1 kept on asking ansiously.

“Shootings!™ was the sharp and spateful answer. “Many a soul is now trembling
with fear amd anxiety, Everyone is thinking: will they come after me?™

Fdon't remember what happened afterwards. Whether 1 Fell asleep or just sank
ke 3 state of stupor: 1 ean handly remember. A violent noise, loud voices, the
clanking of keys, bols, the squeaking of doors—all that woke me up. We all
jumped up like startled gazelles. “Whese tirn?” everyone questioned anxiously.

“MLML ek your things ready!™

The “dommed” mwan pomped off lastily, seized the bondle witls his belongings
atnd showed 10 wnder Tns lefe arin. A :l;‘-.u[h.r p:ilh'.-r 5]1rr_-'.11[ over is [I‘L‘llﬂ‘l]ir'lt.: |jps.
which kept on moving as i in prayer. His hands were shaking. Rapidly and
keeping tarns, he approached everyone of us and, streeching out his trembling
hand, he said with a peeuliar intonation: “Goedbye ... o taken out to be
shot.”

The doors shimmed agang amed a mann’s Lite was Dlotted oo,

“0rh, Lond, remiember thy servanc in thy kingdom,” vieered the pricse,

*Avery with the soul-wracking amd pains” said one of the anmy men sighing
deeply.

A long silenee!

“He is ded by now” s the other any wan loudly, seemingly contnuing his
akin of thoughr,

There was no answer, A deep brooding silence reigied o the cell



52 G.P Maximaoll

“Yes, Do, 1 sand Boodly, bon with resoained mafice, hanlly of course believnyg
ny LIV '\\'l”';{';.

“Yos, they will release yon They will release your. boddy fom your sonl,” ane
of them sad o guiet voree bue with the studied intene of paking hnnselt heard.
“Fron here,” he added, this i Toudly aod sath o oafest underone of nabice,
“only lucky peaple ever get one”

Iodied pot answer, Meavy silence enveloped s all, Everyone was sunk in his
thouglns. [ walked up to the priest. The later was breathing heavily, while the
army people exelonged whispers fron e o time. The peeritied Bgure remained
in the smme position. A feeling of distress was overtaking me. Cheerless thoughes
Degan to Darrose any b, The adea thae D oghe be executed shook my insides;
every cell within my body eried out against a seoseless death .o We are all silent.
Drarkness Gills upeon the cell, The sighs ol my eellmates becane deeper mad moe
distresstul. The whispers sink to barely awdible tones,

A sudden lighe fills dhe cell, The clecteie lights were turned on. ook o smoke,

"1t pur oo your el one ol the acmy men asks me.

We all smoke. except the innnobile Rgure, 1 inguire about the latter.

“The tvestigator told hin” one of the army men whispered o me—"we are
going o shoot you”

W are poingg oo shoot you” That plicase resounded within e, “Flow?” an
e voiee kept chunourmg within e, Flow can they do ie? Who gve dhem the
eaplie? People sit there, upstairs, and quictly, rathilessly kill other people. Barbaricy!
e is ipossible, it is erinpimal, juse o he able to say simply: *“We are going to shoat
you” And the sone wretches wll e the same thing: “We will have you shoe”
Bur how come ... The wain of thought breaks off all of a sudden, and here they
Follow already 1o diflerent divecrion, “And, perliaps, they won't even say i they
will just take mie oue and lave me shot without any warning. They will cke me
et wstensibly for o learing sod then o bangg, semagehe e the neck. And that s
the end of e, OF course, this s what will happen. After all, they can't leave us
with Dreniking aod on dhe other Tand, they surely will not oike us alomge” That is
followed by snother tain of thaught. *MNao, it is impossible, They won't, they can't
shoot e, they st eelease e, i et a White-Grardist, 1o revelutionst,
Adand who are they, the Dolsheviks?™

L goings theough o saee of veritable hell, T fling away one cigarene alier

anwther,

The petviticd Fygure of the “doomed” nan came w life, Slowly, as il e wery
seviously il the “doomed™ man climbed down from the plank-bed, knocked ae
the door, asking to e tken out o the lvatory, He lelt copether with the two

army peaple. Soon they cone back, | viewed this nan with o certain degree of

curiousity. Tle was o ovidhle-aged . ally slender; his Gee was Hat wond pale.
Fle haleed anoohie paddle of the oom andd, addressing his companions, he siid,
secimingly continuing an interropted conversation: “MNo, noc Teday Twill surely
b taken oot | was told straight oy face: *Confess, you will be shot anyway”
Mow, U1 Diave tr ger iy things topethen There ds liale tine Teft aowe Mighe lias
allen already.”

There was o long pase,

“Lih=h-h-h-ch.”

Mo oe aswered i, Bveryone was taken up with lis own thouglis, The
“duoaned” man began w pick up his belongings, tying them up in a bundle, Thar
bt done, he wok @ long ook at then and smiled weyly, And then back he went
tor his plank=bed, back ta his huddled, transfised posture,

“1deel thar today the Tast balanee of iy life is going o be drwn” he said

Prisons and Their Moral Influence on Frisoners o
prasons, 15 easy tosee, Tesprings from the desire of guanding the greatest TATTTLET
al prosoners with the fewest possible guards, The ideal of prison officials would
P chiostesands of wutonntens, ;1ti.1i|11_1. ".'-'J.JL'L'.iIIE_-_. Catng el penng Lo &|L1-J'| |.:.- s
ol electric currents switched on by one of the guank. Economies might then be
pnle in the budget, but no astonishiment should be expressed that nen, reduced
to niachines, are not, on their release, the type which society wants, As soo as a
prisanee is released, his old companions awat line e is frawernally received ;I_Iltl
onee again cogulfed by the corrent which onee swept him o prison, Protective
arganizacions can do nothing, All that they can do to combat the evil influenee of
the prison is to counterbalance some of those results in the liberated men.

And what a contrast beeween the reception by his old compamuons and i of
the people tn philanthropic work for released prisoners! Who ol them wall ivaee
L to his howe sl sy to i simply, *Here is a room, heee sowork, sicdown at
this table, amd beeome part of the fanily"? The released nen s only loakug for dhe
atstretehed liod of warn fricodship,. Bue society, after laving dune everything
ey af T, Daving moculated Lo witle the viees of the

it could to make an e
prison, rejects hine, Fle s condemped o become a “repeater”
TIE EFFRETT (0F PHISOMN CLOVTIES AMLY DISCTPLINLE

Everyone knows the inAuence of decent clothing. Even an aninal s ashamed o
appear before bis fellow creatures if soethig makes oo look rdicolous, A cae
whom somehody has paioeed Black and yellow will por diee miingle with other
cats, But men begin by giving the clothes of a lonaic to those whom they profess
to wainie to refarm.

Prariag all his proson life the prisoner is subjected o ueanment wlich shows the
greatest contempt of his feelings. A prisoner is not accorded the single respect due
a lwnsan heing, Fe is o thing, a sonber, and De s oreated like @ ommbered ding, IF
e yields o che ost buns of all desires, that of commmicating with o conrade,
Die 15 guiley of a breach of disciplioe. Before entering prson he oy oot have licd
or deceived, but in prison he will learn o lie and deceive so that ie will becone
second mature to hin,

And it goes hard with those who do not subuit, Wheing searclied is hoamiliating,
W e finds the food distastetul, if lie shows disgust in the keeper's tadbicking i
tobaeco, i lie divides his bread with his oeighbor, of Le sall s cnoogh digoiey
tr be rviared by oo dnsale, iF he s hooese coougl to be revalied by the peey
inerigues, prisan will be a hell for hime e will be overburdened with work unless
lie s sent toorat i soliceey confinement. The sligheese infaction of disciplione will
being down the severest punisloent. And each punishiment will Jead o anonher.,
Fle will be driven te msdoess throogh persecution. e van consider Bansell Tock y
o Jeave prison otherwise tan o collin,

PRSI CLIARDS

[ is easy o owrite in the pewspapers that the guands ost be carctully watelvd,
that the wardens must be chosen fronn good wen, Mothig s casier G to boild
adusinistmtive neopias. Boe man will remain ma—guand as well as prisoner. And
when these guards are condenmed w speimd the vese ol their lives in these false
positions, they suffer the consequences. They become fussy. Nowhewe, save in
weissterivs or convents, does such o spirie of pewy intogee reign, NMowhee ae
seanadal andd ale-hearing soowell developed as mong prisan poads,

Your cansot give an individual any anthority without cortaping hime e will
abuse it He will be less serupulous and feel his gutherity even o when his
$F1|H?I.‘l.‘ of aetion s Hootted. Foreed o live in any ety caniye, the }:H.len TR
Do models of kindness, To the league of prosoners there is opposed e leagie
al jailers, Teis the anstitation which makes thent wlha they ae—petty, mean
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perseeiiors, e a Pestalozzn o theie plice and e will soon became o prison
el

Chnickly vancor against socicty wets inte the prisonces heart, He beeomes ae-
costomied todetestingg those whe oppress b, He divides the world inte two
Ty, == e in whivel Dt amd his comrcdes |1L'|r‘a|1p,. thie other, the external weorkd,
represented by the guands amd their superiors. A league is formed by the prison-
ers against all these who o no wear prisan garh, These are their enenies and
everytlnng that can be done to deceive them s righ,

As s as he i Deed, the prisoner pats this code inta practiee. Beloe going
o pesony he conbl come lis offenses unthikgly, Mow he bas o plilosophy,

wliel can b somed vpon the swonds of Zola, " Whar mseals these honest men
AL,

I we take it comsicderation all the ditferent intluences of the prison on the
prewsoner, we o will be comveed dhar chey mmake aoman less amd less Bioed for lile
i sociery, Ch the other bamd, none of dhese influences mises the intellectial and
meral Geoliies of the prisonern, or leads bim o o igher coneepuon of life. Prison
does not improve the prisaner. And furthermaore, we have seen thae i does nat
prevent him froon conmnnting other erimes. e does not then achicve any of the
el wliicl i las set isell,

TTE O STTAR L WIEE [AEAL WITH TR IR TH (L
Tl v wehy the gueston st be asked, Wi should be done with those whe
eabe el Lives?™ 1 o mann ean elie wreitten bnws—they are asad heritage of 2 sad
prast—=lit thie praneaples of moraliey which are cograved on the hearts of cach one
nf s, 3

There was o te when medicie was the are of sdoimistering some drogs,
gropinply decovered theoogh experiment, Bueour tmes lave attacked the medical
prablens foaa new angle, Tostead of coring diseases medicine now seeks prinsarily
o peevent them, | lypiene i the bese of all medicines.

W Dave yer toodo the same thing For this greae social phenomenon which we
sull call “crone’ but which our childen will eall a “social disease” T prevent
ths allness wall be the bes of cures. Al this conelusion has already beeome the
watehweord of o whole selool of medern thinkers concerned with “crime”” In
the works pubilished by these innovatnes we have all the clements necessary for
takimgg o new staned towands those whem sociery, anal now, Bas i cosardly Bishion
decapitared, Tumged, on nprisaned,

CANISES (0 CHIME
Fliee givar vategsitnes of canses podiee these -social acts called crumes, They
are sowial, pliysiolenneal. ol plvsacal, | shall begin wieh the Tist-nnned causes,
T hary e bess well Koo, Bai thee antluence s indispotalble,

PMrpsinad Clanrses
When one sees o nend il a Jeeer which he las forgotten w address, one says this
o aceident=it 15 unforeseen, These accidents, these unespected events, oceur
i b sovieties with the sane repalariey as those which can be foreseen. The
number of wnaddressed letrers which will be nmiled continues from year o year
with astenmding regularity, Their number may vary slightly cach year, buc only
shghtly, Here we have soocapricious o factor as absentmindedness, Flowever, th
Favtr is subyject to Lives that are just as rigorons as those governing the moveiments

of the planees, ’ ]
The same is e e the nomber af murders conpmitted from year o year. With

the statisties for previons years i bamd, aeyone can predict i advanee, n.mll striking

exactittde, the approxmare nber of muders thar will be comntted i the

OIS l'||. [lll.' yuar 1l ey Oy il |'.!t|‘|1|'lt'.

One Day in the Cheka's Cellar

G.P. Maximoff

W ARE AT T VERY EMIT O T CORRIDEOR FEADTNG Tor FHE CHEKA DUNGEON, T
key clinged and | was shoved into a tny cell. Another clang of the key and hfe
was left at the other side, | stood stll at the door, saring i bewilderment,

The cell prepresented a tiny wom with one window, set below the level of the
ground and Tarticed with iron bars, The windos opened into @ countyard Facing
some mysterious barns. Along the wall, strerching from the door to the window,
were plank-beds from which four pairs of eyes were staring fisedly at me, One of
them belonged o a pao-wracked, Toddled T, Tixed oo seated positian apon
the plank=beds. The sighe of i sent g shiver through oy body, Tes bead rose acmy
appearance and then sank back into s former position. The fgore was ininsfised
as it sank inte a state of con,

Seated near this feore closer to the window were two yonng men, sourdy ad
heavy, They pumped off the plank-bed with grear alacrity: one could easily rell
froan their bearing and movements that they were army people. Ac the other side
ol the stitfened lHgure, nearer to the door, o priest was seated: Tis beand was tousled,
and his Bong dishelved hair was vokemipe, The owo army peaple appproached me
and began Hring questions at e,

“Why were you areested?” one of thewn asked.

“Becavse | relused to carry out police duties while in the army, having sulwiitred
a written deckirtion o thae eifecr”

Al one of them draweled, " you're inoa had B What are you—~tdenshievik
ar Sociist Revalutiomey?™

Moo §ann an Anarchist.”

"An-ar-chist! e deawled out the word in amazement. “Are you people
getting arrested oo™

“It lowoks thar way,” Danswered.

"You sy the second one questioned again, “heeanse you relised, Well, then
you ane a finished man”

A feeling of Batred ac this man welled vpowithin nie when 1 heard him say thae
wwll thing, Buoe 1 restrined myself,

"And you?™ | asked i otorn.

W We are alsa here on charges of o milicey vatre, O soane suspicion.”
The answer was given rather relucranddy, Bath broke off the comversation, turning
ack o the plank-hed,

“And sooyou believe thae you will be released soon” one of them asked again
sneeringly, climbing onto the plank-bed.

T s |'||:|_~|_| fronn Maxinustls Flw Cmlfornpe o Phank (Cliicagan Alexader Derkiman Fond, 1y ga) (whicls
exprses the stane weeror of Bolshevism Bike mo other wexe) by Panl Avrigh sl pulilisbied in Aveiclis The
Aatarreliiers i the Ravssianr Ressslarrion (Doasdon: Ulomses ansd Flinkson, oza). GO Masamoll [y 4= 50)
was a Hussian amarcho=syndicalise, archivise, sl wreier. e gook jan i revalationary poopaganada
Tefosie el 18 onssiaen Beveslutivn, After Ocrabser igeg e pliyed s vode s the developnent aod aperation
o wosikers connwib, e was aeresaesd foegqueently by the Bolsheviks Tis Final ariest weas i March
wif npen an the te af tie Boonstil oesole, Dle took part dna hooger sicike sl ore milinains and
evennially, atier Sponish ol Freoeh vomcades atgesding she e Trade Uisnon listersnnasial iervened,
was peleasisd aute exibe,  Ple serdhed i ohe VIR whens Do Becanee sdioor af e WY papee Cadie
Tiae= Frearded (%oice ol ehe Tiler) ammd Limer P3he "o Paduez Tebewie 1 alnar’s € apese - Asvakierng], 1hs
ok, Spmdivadnn i the Bosshan Jeepafierione, € Soaeatredarys Cloediisog: o1 Thbage oor ol Phaliman, gl Ay

Sewrdl € D i Disiealaaneed I|uu||:.'.|l AR e



From Behind the Bars

Librado Rivera

Pl OO0 IRTRE %] 1=
[ referring o your kind leteer of Ovtober 8t and wlich 1 wead with die
same aneerest | have wend all yours. Yos, dear conrade, at Last iy seoenee ul 15
years was commuted by the President of this country on condition ol ny extia-
Jdition to Mexico, where | long o go. 1 only asked that my deportation be naule
ctlective at the earliest possible date. The question is that T am sull here in this
Bated Tastile. in spite that my conmuration was grmted on the 2nd of this menth,
The thousht comes to mind that 301 were willing o rennin i this country, then
peclaps the goverinment Il aleeady deported mies One thing is toue, that 1 owas
lrd 1o be reformed and molded at the capitalise style. My continned unust im-
prisonmnent anly seeved e eeatlivn iy old convictions s ddeals of justee, which
1 lawve cherished since long ago. 1 lee] myseld more rebel againse, tie presene o
pazed system of ingustices than when T awas the Diest day 10 my conbinenent in
this American Bastile, Tremendous injustices and wrongs wilfully dooe are clearly
seen; they caistwad are at sight and have existed cenruries betire; they ane caggraved
i ey eniend siece oy youly i caned be crossed oue with the theeaening dlub
i the had ol iy Tangan, Justiee copral Tor alb i owhat we oeed, amd b
kinsed shiadl b ieat any cost some day in the relative short fuoee, when everything
e the conmmon praperty for tlie free wse and heoetic of every bonean beimg aod
vt T ehie Tenelic of o laodiul o millonaires, acoual owners of the world, 1 hope
these drewns of Tappiness Tor all will come to be a fac some day inorder the enjoy
i brue otherbiood aod pernsiment peace all over the workd,
I oolosse s abways witl iy buse wishes aod comrndely love for you,
; Lavmeadna I v

Eraredd g 0 tegeboer sz, aned pringed i alie Hebind abe s (Mew York:s Ajaechis ol Llposs Siwiety}
of Lavary ey, Fibrada Rivera (180g-m12) was o Mesican anachis, eacher, Juurnahi, amd 'L
pemler. Dhe was aneseed Toguently i the U5 for Lis agicarion agains e Mesicm pevcowment. lu
pormie e B s Blieen mamelsin Yo and Flenence Penitenary (Arsonmig fonr vivsleriie evnliey
vt giliat 35, tor il vomaliatsns i dwe Mexsican sevolugion). Tn g he was seeneed with Hoacande
1 lowes Magsinn 1o tifieen years lar violaing Qe Espiomge Act threogh dhe peblicaion of Segearnnin,
Ty D sesrence ws cortnneeed aid Be was n.:|t'|"-‘r[l'l-|- por Melexive, where he contaimmd his political

AL,

Frisons and Ther Moral Influence on Prisoners il

Dl inflience of physical causes on our actions s sull far from beng completely
antlezed. 1is, however, koown that aers of violenee predomibsite in suniner
st property ek the lead, Wlen oo cxmnines th

wlacisns i winter acis :bg:li ; i
curves traced Ty Prof. Enrico Ferri and when onge vbserves the curve for aees ol
vinlenee rise amd (Gl with the curve for teanperarare, one i vividly impresied by
the simnilarity of the two curves and oie understands o el ol e line nun
is. Man whio bousts of his free will i as depeadent on the winperastare, the winds,
aind e eine as sy other organisi,. Whe wall douln these wiluences? When the
weather s fine and the harvest good, and when the villagers feel at dheir ease,
certainly they will be less likely to end their pey squabbles with kfe throsts.
When the weather is bad and the harvest poor, the villigers becomne momse and
therr aurreds will ke onaomore violent charcter

fhpsivlugical Chnses
The pliysiological cavses, those which depend on the brain siructure, the digestive
organs, wmd the necvous sysion, are certaindy more amportnt tan the plivsacal

el capracities as well o of pliysical organizaviome on

cases. Tl inluence of he
our acts las been the olgect of such searchimg vestigaoon o wee can forim o
fairly correce dea of s neporance.

Wohen Cesare Lomibrose asdataios chat dw negornty ul our [risute ey livye
sorne Ueleer of their bratn steoctere, we can accept this dechoation on candmon

it we compare the bries of those who died D prison with ehose whe il
outside uneder penerally Tad living conditions, When he demonstrates thae the
wiost brutal murders are perpetrated by individuals wohe b sonme sertus mental
defecr, we agree because this statement Ias been contirmed by observation, But
when Lonnbroso declares that socicey hag the right o ke measures against the
defvctives, we reluse to follow hip. Secicry has oo right w externinate those wlo
leve diseased brapns, We adimir that many of dose who conunie these atrocious
avts are almost idws. Bac no all idiots becone muondeees,

I neiany Funalivs, in ]'.u'.ﬂ:u'q:s as weellas s asylues, ihoes wene Feavrnid weirly ol
sane trets whicl Lombroso considers chancterisae of “eriminal insoary” “The
only difference hetween them and those senn ty dwe gallows is the covirommens

i which they lived Coerehiral diseases can certinly stiambae the deselapnent
ol an inchoation teomonder, bt i is pot ievitable, Everything depends o the
cirenstiwes oowlich che individual suileriog Tong aomencl disense is pliced,

Every intcHligent person can see fron the sccwmulated Fets daag the najority of
those new oreated as criminals are people sulfering from some alady, and tha,
comsequently, it is necessary o cure them by the bese of care instead of sending
them to prison where the disease will onby be agpreavaeed

I cach one of us subjeces himsel o a severe aoalysis, e will see thae ac ties
there pass through his trind die perms of idess, quick as o flash, wlich consunme
the foundations fr evil deeds, W repudiared these ideas, bue il dhey had found a
i our circwmstnces, or, 10 other sennems, such as bove, paty

Ervomalile respons
andd the sewse of hrotherhowd Lo wot conmeracted these fashies of cpeistic aml
brutal thouglies, they would Dave cnched By Teading s evil aer o boet, the
pliysivdugival ciuses play an papartit pare in beading ven 1o prison, but they are
not the causes of "criminality” properly spenking. Thuese atfections of de i,
the corchrspinal systemn, ete, might be fowmd 1 their mapience among us all.
The great magority of us have some one of these aaladies. Boe they da oot el
a person to canumit an ant-social e vuless extenpal cireonstanees give them a
el curn.
The Sociol Curses !

e if pliysical cises have sa strong aninfluence o oue actions, iCowe pliysialogy
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sov ulten beeomes the canse ol the anti=social decds we conunit, low noeh more

potent are the socal canses, The most forward-looking and intelligent minds of

our time proclin that society as 2 whole s responsible for every anti-social act
conpmntted, W lae our part in the glory of our heroes and penivses: we also
shire i the acts of oo assassing, 1t is we who have made them wlat they are—the
e i weell as e other,

Year i mid year ot thousands of children grow upin the midst of the ol
el marerial BIEL ol our geeat enties, i the madse of @ population demoralized by
Laned ton mosuth living, “These children do not know a real home, Their home is a
wretched lodging today, the streets tomorrow,. They grow up without any decent
antlets for their yowyge eocrgies. When we see the cluld population of large citics
grone up in this Gashion, we can only be astonished that so few of than become
highwaymien and nmederers. Wit surprises me is the depeh of the social senti-
micats e bonanicy, the warm friendliness of even the worst neighborhoods,
Withowrae, the sumber o chese thar woulkd declare open warfare on society would
be cven greater. Withouor this friendliness, this aversion to violence, not a stone
wonld be left of oure sinmproons city palaces.

Aol e the other cod of the ladder, what docs the child growing up on the
strevts see?  Losuvry, stupad aoned nsensate, st shops, reading matter devored
ter exhilvoing wealth, o money=worshippisg cule developing a diese for riches, o
passion for living at the expense of others. The warchword is: “Cet rich. Destroy
everything that stands i your way, and dooat by any mcans save those thae will Tand
your i Jail” Manual Tabor is despised to a point where our ruling classes prefer to
indulie in pymmastics than aoudle o spade or a siwe A calloused bind is considered
a sign ol iferiority and a silk dress of superioriry,

Sociery isell daily ercares these peaple ancapalle of leading o life of honest
Lilvar, and filled with aoti-secial desires,  She glovifies them when their crimes
are crowened with finaneial suceess. She sends them to prison when they have not
“sovveeded” We will ne onger hive any use for prisons, executioners, or judges
when the social revolunon will Bave swhaolly clianged the relanons heoween capatal
anl lalvor, when there are no more wllers, when cacli can work according 1o his

mclination for the common good, when every child will be auoghe to work with
Bis Dianseds e the sone toe that bis mind and soul gee normal development.

tlinnn s the resole of the coviromment i whicl e grows up and spends his life, 17
he s pccustomed oo work trom childhood, to being considered as a pare of society
a5 a whole, to u||1||.'|'l;|.|||.tlin;.; that he cannot LT Sy witheut 1-|Il'.1||‘_|." |-:.‘L"!in]_:
the eileens lnsell, dien thieee will be found lew cases of violation o maral laws.

Two-thirds of the acts condemned as crinses today are acts against property, They
will disappear along with private property. As for acts of violence against peaple,
they already decrease i proporrion to the growth of the social sense and they will
disappuear when we attack the causes stead of the effects,

I SHTALL OFFEMDERS BE CURED?
Uil nesws, penal institations, so dear to the bwyers, were a compromise between
the Hillical ddea of vengewmee, the Belief of the middle ages 0 the devil, the
modern liwyers” idea of terrorization, and the idea of the prevention of erime by
pomishinen,

It is not insane asylums that must be built instead of prisons. Such an excerable
icheas is Far from iy imind, The insane asylum is always a prison. Fay from iy il
alsy 15 the iden. humeled from time to time by the philanthropists, thar the poson
e kepr but entrustesd to physicians and teachers, Whar prisoners have not ol
oy in sociery is a helping hand, sinple and friendly, which would aid them
from childhoomd o develop the ligher Gevlies of ther mmds and sonls—fa ulenes

Mo, 14596 i
a prison cell s the ideal environment for a sick nin, and much less when the
presence in prison of sueh @ man is owing ta his laving been faithiul to truth and

ustice. The govermment otlicials have always said that there are not in the United

States persons kept in captiviey on account of their lebiets, bue Mr, Daogherty says
in his letker to yous “Tle, in no manner, evinees any evidenee of wepentanee, but
an the conteary, rather prides himsel§ upon his defianee of the v L am ot the
apinion, thercfore, that untl he indicates a different spirie than that expressed m
s leteer to Mrs. Bransteteer, he should at least serve until August 15, 1925 The
quated paragraphs, and the part of Mr, [aogherty's lewer inowhich he says 1am
regarded dangerous on account of my doctrines, are the best evidence that there are
persons kept in prison owing to their social and political beliefs. 101 believed that it
15 not persecition, it prosecution, that has been exerted against me; iF 1 believed
that the I onder which 1 was given a life term in prison was a good kv, 1 would
be set free, acconding to Mr. Daoghertys That liw wms andoubeedly a good law
Fwir wea o Fowe persons, tliose whio had semething o gaan with its enactiment. As for
the masses, the B was a bad one, Toe thanks to i thousainlds of younge Anerican
men fose their lives in Eumope, many thousands more were manned or otierwise
incapacitated to carn a livelihood, and thanks to it the colossal Buropean earnage,
where seores of millions of wen were either slain or waimed Tor Tife, received
marmentousdmpulse and bred the remendous Daneial ecises wlich is threatening
tor plunge the world inte chaos, However, as 1 lave stated before, 1 did not violate
this Low wath the issuance of the Manifesee of Macch g, 118,

As for the matter of repentanee o which M Daongherty gives soomuoch -
partance, | sincerely stre thac my conscience does not reproach me with ing
done wrong, and therelore, to repent of what T am convineed is right would he a
crite on my pare, a crime that my conscience would never pardon me, Fe who
commmits an anti-social act may repen, and i is desired that he repents, but it is not
i o exact a vow ol repentanee From him who all be wishes is o secore feedom,

Justice and well-being Tor all Tis fellow men regandless of e and crced, 1 some

ane ever convinees e that i is gust dhae ehildren staeve, and that young waonen
have to choose of two infernos one—prosttution or starvation: i there is a person
whe conld drive oue o my brein the idea of nor being onosble to kil within
onesell that elementary wstinet of sympatly which proompes every sociable amin)
o staned by the members of its species, amd thae it is monstrous e oo, the mose
intelligent of beasts, has to wield the weapons of fraod aid deceit it he wants to
achidve suecess; if the wdea that man st be the seoll of muan enters iy bram, then
I shall repent. Buar as this will never be, iy fare s sealed. 1 have w die in prison,
branded as a felon. Darkness is already enshirouding me as though anxious of antic-
ipating far me the etermal shadows into which the dead sink. 1 accepe my Fite with
wanly resipnation, convineed that some day, long perlaps after Mr. Daugherty and
miysell have breathed our last, and of what we have been there only remained his
mane exquisitely carved i omarhle flag upon his grave inoa Bshionable cemerery,
annd mine, only a number, pgon, moghly seraped i some plebeinn stone in dhe
prison graveyard, justice shall be done me.
With many thanks for the acovity you have shown on oy belalf, T remain,
sincerely yours,
Foreastinn Fromes ddacan
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i Regencracion the Manilisto tor which | owas given 2o years” iprissmsen
aod Wivera 15 The wording and mcaning of the Manifesto were constroed as
seditions by the prosecutivnn, that is, as aiming at the nsubordination and evalt
of the miliary and waval forces of the United States, Any sensible person who
laprpenied oo reand tlie Manitesta would noe deiy socl o conclusion, Tor in realiny

the Manifesto is only an exposition ol faets and 2 fair warning to all naokind of

the evils thse Gucts might produce, B one ol s paragraphs icis clearly stated tha
e e can ke o revolution on account of i being o socil phenomenon, The
Aelaaifesto was wirned an the prevention of the evils o revolution careies iself—the
revelution being regarded From aseientilie stndpoine as o world-wide inevitalile
result of the visetded conditions of dhe world, The Manifesto does not refer 1 the
least to the policies of the American Govermnent in the last war, nor gives aid aod
connfore to s encmies, 101s neither pro-Gernan nor pro=Ally, and does not single
aue the United Seares i ies briel review ol the world conditons, Te was enough,
however, ta secure Tor e o Bl erm belind prison bars. The persecution, this
tnw, was exceedingly severe, My poor wile, Mari, was incarcerated during Hve

months, w15 pow Tree an booed awaiting teial for laving notiticd my fricnds of

vy arrest, cat they should assist e inomy lepal defense,

Adter reuding this extremely loog and deeadfudly cedions seaement of fes, how
cauld aoy person believe that 1 ave pghtfully been prosecuted and in oo way per-
secuted? T each case, aod i detiaoee of e b, Tl Tiis been fixed ac coovnnous
rates soas 1o prevent e naking use of the privilege, As o the verneiry of oy
assertions, oy honor as o hie-long Gehiter for justice is hereby solemuply pledged.

Ml D xamgherey saps | o dangerouns tan becaose of the doceebnes 1assert and
pracuice. Now, then, the doctrines T assere amd praciice are the aoarchise doctrines,
aned T oehallenge all Bae-pnded sen and women the world over o prove o me
tleae the wveclise doctrines are dewrinoental o the liman aee. Avarclisin serives
for che establishinent of o social order based on hrotherlood aod Tove, as againse
the actual Torm of society, founded on violence, harred and eivaley of one cliss
against the ather, wnd of members of voe class o themselves, Aoarehisin aine
at establishing peace forever mnong all die sces of the cardh by o
this fonenin of all evilk—the rght of private property. I ehis is oot a Beauiful
aheal, whiag i i? Mo ane thinks thae the peoples of the civilized world are living
winder ideal condigons, Every conseicntiows person Teels hinseld shocked ae the
stpht of this continual seeife of men againse nene, of tis onendmg deceiving al e
anothier, larerial suceess s the goal diae boees e wod wonnen e world over, aand
ey achieve it no vileness is too vile, no laseness is oo base, o deter s worshippers
fronnt coveting it The resolts of this universal madoess are appalling: viroe s
ezt plecd upon by crime, and arduloess cikes the place of hanesty. Sincerity is only
o, oo the s, sk onder which faoad greing, There is no counge w
uphold the convienons, Frankoess has disappeared and deceir formns e slippery
plan o which e meets nun i Dis social aod pelitcal intereourse, " Everything
for sucvess i the o, amd the noble Bee of die cacth s deseerated with the
Blood o the contending beasts . . o Such are the conditons winder which we
civilized men hve, conditions which breed all soees of moral sl niaterial o,
alas! And all sors of moral amd material degradation, At the vorrection of all
rchist doerrines aim, amd o oen who

these unwholesenne influenees ad the an
st these doetrines ol brotherlood aod love can never be called diangemns by

any senmsihle, decent persone,
felr | aueherry awrevs on my being sick, bue he thioks diac | ean be ken care
TS

o in iy sickness i prisan as wellas it conld be done on the ontsicle, Enw
1% ;,||.',|].,|111|-t;"|| i the treatnenn of diseases, o o one woudd ever ingine Ll

suppression af
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whose matural developrnent has been impeded eather by anorgame defeceon by the
evil social conditions which society iself ercates for millions of peaple. But l1_|4.-.*~|.‘
superior Gaeulties of the mind and heart cannat be exercised by a person "l':]_"'l.lw'."l
of his liberty, if e never has choice of action, The physicians” prison, the insane
asylun, would be much worse than our present jals. Fluman faternity and hiberty
are the only correctives to apply o those discases of the human organisn which

Teaed ees so=called cenme.

OF course in every society, no nuatter how well organized, people will be tound
with casily aroused passions, who iy, from Goe e time, conmit anti-socil
deeds.  But what is necessary to prevent this is o give their passions a healihy
divectivn, another vudet,

Tokay wee hive too molated. Privaee properey bas led us o an egoistic individu-
alisin i all oue muoral reluaions, We koow ooe another only shightly: our paints
of coneact are o rare, Bue we lave seen in bistory examples of o communal i
which is more intimately bound together,==the “composite Gonly™ in Chiog, the
ageratian connnunes, for exanple. These peaple really knew ane another. By force
of circumistances they mose aid one another materially wad morally.

Family life, based on che origial conmuniey, bas disappeared. A new Lly,
based on conmunity of aspirations, will tke it place. To s Bonily peaple wall
be obliged o koow one another, t ad one another amd w lean on one another
tor ol support on every oceaston. Aod dos sl progs will prevens the grea
nunber of ano=social acts which we see woday,

1t will be suid, hoswever, there will abways reoain soone peaple, the sick, i you
wish o call thern than, who consutune @ dinneer o socicry. Wall e not e necessary
sonehow to rid ourselves of them, or ac lewst prevens their harnng others?

Mo sociery, no mateer how liede ineelligent, will pecd such an absurd solution,
and this is why, Formerly the imsane were looked upon as possessed by demons and
were treated accordingly. They were kept i chains in places bke stables, riveted o
the swalls ke wald beasts, Buoe along came Pinel, o man of the Greae [ evolution,
wher dared o remove their chams aod eried ceeating then as brathers, =Yoo will be
devoured by then,” eried the keepers, But Pinel dased, Those who were believed
1o be wild bests gathered around Pioel aond proved by dheie satiode chat be was
right in heheving i the better siede of Tiooan patore even when the meelligence is
clowded by disense. Then the case was won, They stopped chining the insane,

Thews the peasine of the litde Belgan willage, Gheel, found somethiog beuer.
They said: “Send us your insane, We will give them absolute frecdom™ They
adopeed then o theire Bomlies, they gave them places ac their tables, clianee
aloigside the wo caltiviee their fields aod o place among dieir youme people al
their country balls. “Eat, drink, and dance with ws, Whak, run about the Helds,
swind e Aree” That was the SYSECIL, thit wars all the seience the Heleian [rssart fraeed.
(1 speaking of die eady days, Today the oeannent of the isane at Gheel Das
lecome |1ru!-l.'.l.51'uu anied weliere it is a ]’Iﬂl:;".‘i‘li-ﬁlll (i 1*11\|]!. wlt signbicanee can
there be in it?) Amd liberty worked o mivacle. Phe insainoe becane cued, Even
those wlo hadd incurahle, n|'a_:.||:|ir.' Tesions Becanne sweer, teactabde meimbers of the
Gy Dike the rese. The diseased misd would always work i an aborneal fvshion
e the heare was in the eighe place, They oried that ic was aomiiede, Fhe cures
were stteibued tooa saineand o virgin, Boe dus viegin was liberty annd thie s was

weork 100 the Frelds andd Tegernal treannear.

Av one of the exerenwes of the mmnense “space bevween iental diseise ad
crime’ af which Mawdsley speaks, lilerty and fmternal veanment bave wonked
theiv mivacle, They will do the sane at the other exteme, .
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143 SUME LI
e prisswn does not prevent angi-social acts o taking plice. It inereases their
wmihers. I does ot improve those who enter its walls, However it is relormed
it will alvays reman o place of restrint, an arthien] environment, like @ monastery,
which will piake the prisoner Tess and less fi for life in the commuty. e does not
achieve its end, 1t deprades socicry. Temust disappear, 1t is a survival of barbarisim
mixed with Jesuatical philathrogpy,

The first duty of the revolution will
b tor abodish prisons,—those mon-
ments of huan hyprocosy and cow-
ardice,  Anti-social acts need nor be
feared B0 2 society of cquals, in the
miclst of a free people, all of whem
e acequired a healehy cdueation and
the habie of wwoeally awding one anoth-
er. The greater mmber of these acts
will no donger bave any misor J'ére.
The athers will be mipped i dhe bod.

As for those individuals with evil
tendencies whom existing sociery will
Jrass oy by Us after the revolunion, it
will be our msk to prevent their ex-
ercising these tendencies. This s al-
reachy accomplished guite eficiently by
the salidarity of all the micmbers of the
conmunity against such aggressors. 1f
wee o not suceeed inalk cases, the only
practical corrective stll will be frareenal
teeatmiend sl moral support,

This 15 1t 'q,_Jli:ll'liil. Ie is already
done by isolated isdividuals and ioowill,
become the geoerl practice. Aad
such means will be fir more powerdul
to protect socicty Trom anti-social aces
than the existing systemn of punishment
which is an ever-ferule source of new
Crines,

Mo. 14586 a7

thie reason of their actions without o warsot, as they had doare o Maaanel Saralia
un June of the sine year. Sarabiy was one of my associaes. Withoot a warrant
le was aerested ar Douglas, Arviz., by American authorioes, ard i the dead of
night delivered to Mexican rurales, who ok i to the Mexican side. The
whole Douglas populition arose aginst such a erime, and the unrese which i
produced was so intense that Sarabia was sent hack to the United Staes three or
four days later, where he was innnediately released. We avoided being kidnapued
inta Mexico by voicing in the street the intentions of our captors. A big crowd
pathered, and it was necessary for our abductors o take us to the police stnon,
and to rapidly manufacture 2 charge aganse us. Our loawyer, Job Harrien, got an
allidavit, which | think was sent to the Departinent of Justice, wherein it is alleged
that one Furlong, head of a Se. Lowis detective’s agency, confessed that e was in
the employment of the Mexican Govermment and paied by i, and that it was bus
purpose to kidmap us across the Mexican border,

Cligrge after eliarpe was preferred against us, mnging in importaince [rom resise-
iz an aflicer to rahbery ad munler, Al these charges were successiully fougli by
[areinan, but in the meantime our persecutors were forging docmnents, trining
witnesses s so forth, vnel at length they hnally charged us wad baviog leoken
the neutrality kaws by giving ouerial assistance to parrions to rise 1 acis aginst
ortirio Disz. The forged documents and tained witiiesses were examined by the
United States Compussioner at Los Angeles, aod as a resule we were, alter more
than 2o months’ incarceration in the county Jail, sent to Tomhstone, Anz,, o be
tricel. The mere reading of the deposioons made By che povernment witnesses
efore the United States Connmssioner at Los Avgeles, and then before che judge
of aur trigh at Timbstone, shows thac they conmiteed perjuey o either place, or
iy botl, Experts for the defense proved that the exhibited docoments were pross
Forgeries. We were, however, sentenced to 18 months” imprisonment, which we
served in Yoo Flosence, Ariz., heing released on Aogost 1, o, after three
yestrs spent hehind prsan bars,

Iegenercitn appeared again in Seprember of the saoe year, this e i Los
Angzeles, Call O June, ot D was arrested with iy hrother, Enrivue, Libride
ivers, and Anschng b Figueroa, chirged with having violaeed the neacalicy Liws
by sending men, arms and anmnunition to those Nghiog e Mexico against that
form of chatrel shivery known as peonage, whieh bas been the curse of four-filths of
the Mexican population, a5 cveryhody knows, Jack Maoshy, one of the prospected
witnesses (o1 the prosccution. said on the stand that the Uniced States | istric
Attorney had pronnised him all kinds of benedies il he pegured agamse vs. Fake
testimony was introduced by the prosccution, as proven by allidavits sworn by its
witnesses after the erial was over, aflidavits which mnse be on file b the Departnent
of Justice, as they were sent there in 112, I June, 11z, after a year of fighting
the ease, we were sent to MeM™eil Tland w serve the 23 months’ inprisomnent to
which we were condemmned, having been released on Jioary 1o, 1gry. Figneroa
dicl shartly aftervaird as a resule of his inprissanneot.

O February 18, 117, T was arrested with my brother Enrigue, for laving pub-
lished in Regenercion articles againse the treachery connmitted by Carranza, then
President of Mexico, aginst the warkers, sodd for hiving written that the Mesicans
who at the mme were heing assassimated by Texas rangers deserved justice racher
than bullets. | pot a sentence of one year and one day, tor T was expecred to live
anly a few more months, hiving been taken friom a hospital bed to be tried. En-
vige pot theee years. We appealed and finally sieceeded in gemng boml, undler
which we were relensed pending the appeal,

Chy tle aist of March, 108, 1 owas areested with Boivera tor aving pablished
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Enrigue was nde o prsoner and poded, i Gslly codemed o pay e B
disturhing the peace. Embolded by the protection e enjoyed, the rathan agan
foreed Dis cormmee inco my bowse, TUhis oo 1 eeleplaoned the polices the nne was
arrested, and T owas sumenened o appear o coure the Tollowang day carly in e
wwrning, When | areived at the pobice conet the man bad already been released.. .
[eang oy Bife was so lighty reganded by these who chin w lave been conpussenedd
with authority o safegeard o ineerests and Tife, Tdecided w move suntlwand,
and 1 Fehrwery, 1gos, Repeneracion resunied publicainon ae St Louis, Mo, ln
Oretaber, sane year, trouble roke loose against me. A Mexican Government offi-
vial, by the s of Manuel Esperon y de Ta Flor, who osineined the sworse ype
of shivery i the distoice uoder bis conmad, for e used o kill e, women and
childdren as feadal lords wsed o do, was chosen by Diaz o come amd Ble againse me
cotnplinne e wliat e decms o be ashoaderows seoele seliele lad Been prosted
i Repenercion, and dealing with the despotisin he displayed on the unfori-
mate inhabitines of the discicr vider his conuol, A charge of crimaml libel was
prefeveed and I owas thrown ot jail with iy brother, Envigue, and Juan Saealia,
Everythiog in the newspaper oflice was sequestred—prinung plant, typewriter
vachines, hooks, furoiture and so on—and sold before o el had cken plce. A
detail thae iluserates the connivance between chie Mexicon and American author-
pies b0 persecute one, may be seen o the Gacr thae the postaster ae 5. Lous

called e o his odliee witl the apparcot purpose of getting foom e some infor-
mration as to the Boancial steus of the pewspaper, bue an reality to let a Pinkerton
derecnive see e, that le mighe ideonily awe Tieer, The detecnve was already in the
pustisters olfice when Taroved there i complimsee o his sunamons, This same
detective Ted the ollicers who arrested e After months of binguishing in o cell,
1ot relewsed an baol, to B thae ehe second-class prsilege of Iegeneneion ol

been caneeled by the Posunaster General on the My pretext dhan more than half

of the regulur issues o the newspaper circulated in Mexsico, aod thae extrdicion
papers were being prepared in Mexico o ask my delivery o the Mexican author-
ities, 1 opaid ey bondsinsn dhe amonnt of my bail, and on March, gos, [ ook
Fefiige i Canda, e | wats certain that death awaired me in Mexico, At chat time,
the mwere asking by Ddiaz for o v e wanted was coough to spirie o across
thie lie o be shot, While in Toronte, Chatario, Regeneracion was being puldished
i st Louis. The Diaz agents found ac lease iy whereabouts. 1 owas informed
of their intentions and evided arvest by moviong o Mooeeeal, Quebee. Few hours
after iy living left Toroneo, the polive called ac ny abandoned deaicile, ©ignore
unitdl oy howe could Daz dhow the Canadian authorities againsg o,

W kile i Monceeal, ty Mexican Comrades in Mexico were phonning an upris-
ing o overthrow the sivage despotsm of Porficio Dz, | secredy moved o the
Mlexivun frantier on Seprember, gon, to participate in the gencrous moveiment,
My prescuee i B Paso, Tesas, though kept seeictly anknown, was discovenal by
American and Mexican sleuths, who on the 20th of Oetober, sune year, assaulied
the oo where |l o confer with some of iy Comrades. Antonio 1 Villarreal,
monw Minister of Agriculore i Olregon’s cabinet, anied Juan Sarabia, were arrested.
| eseaped. A price s put on iy head. A $25.000 rewand was oflered lor my cap-
e, and lundreds of thousamds of leaflets bearing my picture and a deseription of
iy personal features were circulated throughout the Southwese, and lised in pose
aflices and conmspicuous plees witl the wmprive rewand, | succeeded, owever,
i eviedioge arvest angil August 25 g7, when, with Libwacdes 18 iver I'.Ilbl.l .-’mmnin
oW illarreal, s e prisoner i Los Angeles, Call without the Taenslity of 3
WAFTL.

The intention of the perscentors was o semsd s aceoss the Boder, this being

When We Stand on Equal Footing

Lucy Parsons

W JUIGE FRROM EXPERIENGE THAT MAN 5 A GREGAINEILS ANIMALL AND INSTINCTIVE-
ly alfiliates with his kind co-operates, unites i proups, works to beter advan-
tage, combined with his fellow men dan when alone. This would point to the
formation of co-operative communities, of which our present trades-univns are
einbryonic patterns. Each branch of industey will no doubi lave s own organiza-
tioy, regulations, leaders, eres e will institote rethods ol divecr conmenicages
with every member of that industrial branel i the saorld, and estalblsh cguieable
relations with all other brches, There would prolably be comventions of indus-
try which delegites would awend, and where they would tinsace such bosiness as
was necessary, sdjourn and from that moment be delegates oo Tonger, bue simply
members of o group. To reniin pernsnent imembers of o coninuoes congiess
wontld be o establish o power thae is cortin soun or later o e abwised,

Mo great, central power, like CONEIess conissting ol tven whe kinow nuthung
of their constituents” trades, interests, rights or duries, would be over the vanous
orgaimizations or groups; nor would they cinploy sheritls, policemen, courts or jail-
ers to enforce the conclusions areived at while in session. The members of groups
might probie by the knowledge gained dirough mucoal inerchange of thoughe af-
forded by conventions i they choose, bue they will nor be compelled to do so by
any oueside foree,

Vested rights, privileges, charters, tde deeds, aphield by all e pavapliconalio of
povernment-the visible syinbol of power=such us prison, scatlold wod arnes wall
fowve o existenve, There cane be o provileges boogln or sold, amd dhe ranscoun
kepr sacred ar che point of the hayoner. Every nan wall stnd oo an equal Tootng
with lis brother o the see of bie, and nesther cliains of ceononne dealldon nor
el drags of superstition shall handicap che one to the sdvantge of the oter.

Fronn Tl Mriawiples of cloadison: o Lot (Chivago: L Pacams, i8ue?) Dy Pasoms (0855 10 2)
wedd s Aanierican uinincliist ol Adriein, MNatve Anmwecican, aod Mexican decenn amld widioe ol Alheve
Barseaiis avmtanned her pealiteal sctivities frwvann 4 i ag,

Parsonis, Atier the exeention of e Tosbad,
[Hinevis, She ulied e aanchise eswspaper Paeedi (S0 080.0) and e Lilwais (gog- mas). b s
shie avteanbed the Banbing convention vl el Doedusteaal Woakers of the Wl Shee was M active m

sany labor delense connmitiees.



Prisons: A Social Crime and Failure

Emma Goldman

TN TRGfur PYODER DOSTOYEVSKY WHOE ON THE WALL OF 1105 PRISON CELL 1TTE Fol-
Tovweinge story of e Prives aod tee Pl

“Hella, you lite far father!” the devil saiel to the pricst. *What made you lie
st those poor, nosted people? What tortares of hell did you depict? Don't you
Lo they are already sutiering the tortures of hell in their earthly lives? Don't you
kreswe that you amd the snthorities of the State are my representatives on carth? It i
voun that ke theo sufler the pains of hell wich whiel you threaten them, Don’t
vour ki thes? WAL then, come with me!”

“The dewil grabbed the priese by the collar, litted him high in che air, aml
carried lin toa Factory, tocan iron fmndey, Fle saw the waorkmen there running
and boreyange to anad frog and toabing in the seorching heat. Very soon the thick,
heay s aoed the heat ave too mueh for the prese. Wich tears in bis eyes, he pleads
witly the dewil: “Ler wwe ! Let e leave tlos hell?

O my dear fiend, 1 oamst show you many more places” The devil gees
Boled of i ageaine and drags him ol tooa G, There he sees workmen thresh-
ing the prain. The duse amd hea are insufferable. The overseer carrics a knoue,
ancd vinmercilnlly beats anyone who falls to the ground overcome by land il or
humger,

“Pest the proest as raken to the s wehere these smae workers live with thear
Enmilies=—dirty, cobed, soky, ill-smelling holes. The devil grins. He points oo the
pevwerty and Tarebaps wliel are an hoe here,

UL s thes enongh? he asks. Amd i seems as il even he, the devil, pacies

the peaple. The pions seevant of Cod can hardly bear i, With oplifted hands he
!

Begs: ‘Lot e o away from here. Yes, yes! This is liell on e

WL thens you sees Ao you sl promise them another hell, You wrmemt
then, tortwee them oo dearl mentally when they are already all bue dead physically!
Comne on! D will showw yon one meore hell—one mare, the very worst,! :

e ookl tooa prisan gd shawed him a dungeon, with its foul wir sl the
wany b forims, robbed of all health and energy, lying on the Roor, covered
it sernnin that were devourang their poor, naked, eiaciated bodies.

ke ol your silken cliehies,” said the devil to the priese, “put on your ankles
heavy chiains such s these anfortemates wear: lie down on the cold and filehy
Hosrr=—unnd then itk g chen abiowe o bell dhar sall awaies el

P, ! aeered e proese, D eannot think ol wpything more dreadlod than
this 1 oenreeat von, Fer me o away from here!”

“Yoes, thes s hell. There can be oo worse bell than this. Did you not kaew i?
id you nor knowe thar chese men awd women whom you are frightening with
the pieture of @ hedl hereatter—did you not know that they are in hell righe here,

hefore they die?”

Fevnnt Aeniedisan ot ©3ber Besaps (Mew Yowk: Aother Eanth Publisling Association. el Enona
il {180 npge) ws o 14 vssnn- bosen saninchist-eommasist, Coldoman immigrared oo the LIS in
pmg, Do iy sl was convicied of riotieg aml spent ten momstha at Plckawells Tslind (Mew Yok,
LIS}, She was arvested fregquemiy for bee palitical acrivities and was alten preventel from giving polsdic
speeches, She s served nineteen months ar Jellerson: Clity Stae I"—'““‘“':i'_"r' in Miﬁ“f‘“'i dhuring
W loh Whv | fine oppussage vemsaription and the war, g she was deported o the LIS e (8 issia
aarlehiorans el B ussin o veexe alier partiogs withe the Dodsheviks, Inad she travebed s Spain v suppsin
the CRET alier the stk ol dhe il W Avncditenre e i Biearps (eoney, Toong Ay Life (Phew
Youle waate ) anned Paera fadidiman: o) womuentap § ictong of he cAduwerivan Y {2emin} anes small o preaser

Journals but w conteibute for theirs as well, having
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Ricarde Flores Magon

MY DEAR MIL, WEINBERGER:
Your leteer of the 25ch of lase Apral and a copy of Mr. [augherty’s [eter to you
received, You want me to luenish you with data regarding the sentenee which
ended on January 19, 1914 but in order for you to judpe whether 1 lave been the
victnn of a conspiracy bent an keeping in homdage the Mesican peon, or not, Lun
going to furnish vou with an abstract of the persecution 1 have sullered ever sinee |
took refige in chis countey, [must, before going any further, beg your pandan for
mry keeping your attention from other business ondoubtedly more nportane than
mine
Alter years, many years, ol an uneqgual sorogele i the press and the polineal
clubs of the City of Mexico aginst the croel despotism of Parlicio Diaz; alter
having sullvred repeared incarcentions for my pohineal beliels cver since 1 was 17
years old, and having almost miaculoosly escaped death ar the Dands of hieed
assassing on several oceasions in that dark period of the Mexican history when
the practice of the govermment was to silence truths voice witl the Gring squad,
ar the dagizer, or the poison: after the judiciary, by judicial decree of June 30,
(pa, forhide me ot only to write for my own

my printing plants successively sequestrted by the
goverment and my hife being in peril, T decided o
conne to this conntry, which [ knew to be the Lud
af the free s the bome of the brave, w resume
ey work of cnlightemnent of the Mexican masses.

The tieh day of Januvary, 1004, saw me see my
foot an this land, almost penniless, Tor all dae |
had possessed had been sequestrited by the Mexi-
can Govermment, but rich in illusion and hopes of
social amd political justice, Regencmcidn made its
reappearance on American soil in MNoveber, Tuog.
O the tollowing December, a ruthian sent by Diaz
entered iy domicile, sund would lave seabbed me
in the back had it not been for the quick interven-
vy of iy brother, Eorigue, who happened o e
near by, Enrigue ehirew the rollian oot of the house,
andd showing thae this brol assaule on iy person
el heen prepared by cermin authorites, and the
possible Ealure of the ruflian's anempt foreseen, at iy
the falling of the latter on the sidewalk a swann
of agents of the public peace invaded the prenmises.

|tina 00y BafrD Bt ninmil oty

Tiv Flarry Weinbwrger, o May wgzi, Weitten o Lesvenwarth Federal Prison (Kansas),  Wicanda
Fhares Mo [i871-1g22) was 2 Mexican anarelist and o Baoder of the Partigo Liberal Mesicann
e abandhoned law scbool to organize againse the role of Porfirio 0idz. e fownded, inopon, witly
Ivis brwsthyer fesues, the liberal wewspaper Regerenadin (igon), Pesseention by dhe regime loveees] Diives ineas
exibe i the Uliited Seaees ooy, 1 le was acnested fregquemly for bis political sank, amd was eventally
semtenvedd oy twenty-one years during Wankl Wae 1 for wonks poldished an Begeovnnin, by then an
aeve st oevwespaper, Dle died inozd i Lesvenwaord amd was setoeoed a0 ddexico fir borial, A
volewrivms ol Tris writioges § s of Feevdme: 1 deane € 0 Gadser availabile i Spanishy aod T e Libwatadd;
Fasad spnwad Palscwrg (Sppanaish sl Erglish) are distralsined Py AR Ihress

Tacardo Floees Magon by Chrliee Cernez,



Victims of World-Wide Madness

Rudolf Rocker

CI0RY L NEl R Ni.";'r'--

CIN BAY 20000 THHE ENGLISH PRESS CARBTEL A FUING HEPORT OF A S8
tont in Parlinent aboue the terrilile condinons of the English civi
war i the Camp ae [abeleben, near Berling ic alarmied the British public. 1 never
dobted that the Gernians teated theie British prisoners badly. But the whole sys-
e of iterning civilians for oo other reason than et bivdh i an eocory counery
Lord Mewton saied thar o number of Briish civilian prisoners whao
ek prisonsecs in Boglaond Tad loste

AR AR Flf:_{.
hadd Been relewsed in exclinge for Gernan civi

their reasonn, We had socl cases too, Tt would be Tutle to recond every one of

thenn, Juse hefore Loed Mewton spoke, one of them, oo naomed Machioner, Tl
i a fie ol madoess cut his throae with a mzor. We hiad dozens of peaple in the
Cannp whe went s aod were put i luatie asyluns, Theee was Kautfmnm, o
ship caprain in Batealion A, wha cae (o us a perlectly normal nan. Adter o lew
el he stered wlking nodsense, e was quiee sosane, bue the doctor refused
w send lim to g hospiaal,. When e began o ousturdaee e public they Gually
purt Do ane o Joeeie sy Do, ancd e died there, [ remeiber Baosel, an it lligene
worrkings maan whe bad been o Social Demoerae for years, He come toomy lecoures
regolarly, and we often discussed various subjects. Later, he becnne subject to fits
ol depression, One evening he cane w me inoa state of great agitation to el me
tha his wile was lavioge an atbaie with an Boglish odficer in our Canp, When bis
wile came to visit hime o few days later T made e my business to see her She was
such o Bded poverty-sirivken lide thiog, the mose volikely person e imdulye in
thein lowve atbairs. e reproached lier becavse shie come e, e isn't iy Gl she
“The G is fourpence e vene beres And Doan't atford i 1 lave o walk
pavt af the sy D owas touched by the poor wonun's plighe, aod wied woeeason
with Bonsel Toovaine Plis lallucinatons became wilder. One morming Bonsel was
s at the counc. We found e crovching in o corner. The nexe day he was
cavinige il Fle was sene o a lomde asylun and he died dhere.

Fannn o psyehelogise bue i secms toome thae there ws something guite wrong
abor the whale wlea of imprisoning people wha lave done nothing themselves
o deserve such pomshioent, Alter all, w crinnmal expeets o he caught some e,
amd when De is senteneed he knows more or less when he will go free, We Tad oo
pedeit o Tovnge the e swould Bast, and keep us imprisoned. The comditions of aur
it ranee L s h'l.ll.'l'l I|1.r| LR S LA R § T I.l'L'l.' !‘]":ll]] :lll.\lt'l}', :'Il'll.'"” l1|.||.'§.L'F'|'ﬂ,':\.. :Illtl
abverut vor Faanlies, Toowas all orasd, Do Dadd che weoold T oo mad then, and we
were only some of the victnns of this world-wide neadness,

sulilged,

oo D Fadon Yisres (Donsdonns 18oben Amacombe & o, oogn), Rwdall Bocker (i8710- 088} ws
o Giernwnn anarchosyndivalisg, aceive memibwer i Freie "-'r‘ll-“'“"""h Dewtsehier Geowerksclafien (Free
Avsarciations of Ciernnan Trade Unions), amd 2 co-lommder of e Frese Arbeies Lo Dentsehilonds
Cinee Workers Lloion of Cerowny). Bawker began contrilsuting o the anarchia press in isu2, o in
phie samne wear Tefi Cieruiany a0 avoid podice hasassment. D fug be esennnslly seaded in Laaden where
Joe Deannne acrive il Jewish anarchise nwosenent, | le was interned e Wl War 1 m b ngtlannd
a8 ai el sl T e B petvin e 1o Crermiany bae thed eo e US inoayg g ateer (he rise af te Bazi

gt |l speern thae Lise vswranny yeans ol lus e in e tehushiegran colony i New Yok, agitaing 1hst
Mgty Jrsve Syredvabisone, Seiwuniliam nd ©odture el The Vethods of

ahe wewils ol B ] commannivisa

Bivaas feres partiaadive e awailalde B AR Peess,

i prisoners off

Prisons: A Social Ciune and Fallue i

This was wenten Bty years ago i dark s, on the wall ol one of the most
loerible prisens, Yer who van deny that the s applivs withe cgual foree we the
Presenn e, even 1o Aericin prisons?

With all our boasted reforms, our great socib changes, and var fa-caclimg
discoveries, uman beings continue to be sent to the worst of hells, wherein l|=l.;¢
are outraged, degraded, and torwred, that society niay be “protected™ from the
phinitoms of its own imaking.

Prison, a socil protection? Whit monstsous mind ever conceived such an idea?
Just as well say that bealth can be promoeed by o widespread contagion,

Atter cighteen manths of horeor in an English prison. Csear Wikde g ta the
wareld his et nisterpiece, The Ballad of Reading Coal:

"

Tl eilesr deedds, Bilee poisan weeds,
Hitoean nnell e porisen i
I fxaurly aotaee ds gend Jo Mo
i vnrstes e weithers il
il clapeaish beeps the haep o,
And v Winder is Despair

Soviety goes on perpetuating this posopous wr vot reabizig diae oot of it can
corne natghe ot dee ose poisonaus resuls,

W are spending at the present §3,500.000 per day, $1,000,005,000 per year, to
wsintan prison wstcutons, wad dae o denocnoe country=—a swn alinost as
large as chie combined ourpur of wlear, valued at $750,000,000, and the ourput of
coal, walued at $350.000,000. Professor Bushinell of Washingron, 1.0, estinates
the cost ol prisons at $6,000 v00,000 auoually, amd e G Frank Lydseon, an
eninent Avivricin writer on ceie, gives 35 oouooooosumnoally s ossesonable
Figore, Such unheand-of expenditure o the puepose of naintaining vast arines of
o betngs caged up like wild bueasts!

Yer crimes are on the increase. Thuos we learn than in Anerica there are Toue
wd a0 balf tioes a8 ey crinnes o every million popelaion woday as there were
EWEIEY YIS g,

The most hoerible aspece is thae our paoomal crioe i murder, not oblbery,
embezelement, or mpe, as 1 the South. London is five tnes as lagge as Clicago,
yet there are one Tnondeed ad ciglieen srders aooally e Lier cuy, winle
ety ety 1 Laodon, Mo as Chicago the leading city in crome, since i is anly
sevenitho one the List, which s headed Dy four Seuthern ciies, aond San Frneisco aned
Los Aagzeles, Do view of such a teerible condition of allairs, o seems ridicwelous o
prate of the protecion socicty derives from s prisons.

The avernpe mind s slow i geasping o veath, boe when dhe most dhomoughly
wrganized, centrlized instinaion, i e an excessive natonl cxpense, las
provens a cotplere social Gndure, the dullest must begin w quesoon i cight v esast,
The time is past when we can Be content with vur social Gl nerely becanse o
is “urdained by divine right,” or by the majesty of the Lo,

The widespread prison investigations, agitation, and cducation during the T
few years are conclusive proof tiat men are learning o dig deep mto the very
bottam of society, down to the cases of the terrible diserepancy between social
ane] ncdiveredual Life,

Why-then, are prisons a social erime aod a Gilure? "To answer this vitl guestion
it belooves us tooseck the nature and cavse of connes, the methods conployed m
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coping with thenn, and the effects these methods produce in ridding society of the
coese i lorror of crinws,

First, as to the sarare ol crime:

Havelock Ellis divides erime into four phases, the political, the passional, the
wsane, el the oee al. He says thae the political eriminal is the victim of
an attempt of @ more o less despotic govermment o preserve its own stabiliy.
1 s 1t |u'r'|.~w.|1'ii}r IL’lli“j' ool an wnsoesl oflense; e .'-il'l'l|"|}" tries o overturs
certain polirieal sader whiel say dtseld e anu=social, This trutl is recognized all
cver e workd, except i Ameriea where the foalish notion still e iils tliat inoa
ey there s e place Tor political eriminals, Yet Joln Brown was a pohitical
vl soowere the Clieago Avarclisis: sois every striker. Consequently, says
Flvelock Ellis, the politteal erinnimal of our e ar place niay be the hero, nartyr,
saint ol another age. Lombroso calls the political eriminal the troe precursor of the
preogressive sevenient of hoaniy,

“The crmuinal by passion is usually a e of wholesonie birth and honese life,
wlhie wnder the stress ol some grear, wmnerited wrong s weonghe justice for
TTRRETSI [ s

Mr. Dlugh C0 Waer, i The Mewaee of the Paliee, cites the case of Jim Fliherty,
a vl by passion, who, dnstead of being saved by sociery, is torned into a
dronband aed o reenlivise, wath o rained and poverey-steicken Banily as the resole,

A e pathetie type s Archie, the vietin i Tirand Whitlocks novel, TTe T
of tee Thelonee, the greatest Aevican exposé af cenme i the making, Archic, even
more than Flaberty, was dviven o evime sad death by ehe croel inhumanicy of
has surrandigs, amd by the wseropolons hounding of the machinery ol the T,
Archie and Flaherry are bue the vypes of many thousands, demonserating how the
legmal aspects of crine, and the methods of dealing wich it, help to creaee the disease
which s ondermining our edtire social life,

“The insane comnal really can no more be considered o criminal than a child,
stnee he is mentally i the same condition as an infane or an animal ™

The law already recognizes that, bue only in mre cases of a very Aagrane natore,
ar wlwen the culpeats weealth pevanins the luxury of croinminal msaniry. Iv has hecome
guite Fashionable o be the victin of paranma, Bur o the whole the *sovercigney
ol justive” sull contnes t punish eriminally insane with the whole severity of its
poveer. Thos Mro Bl quores Trom e Richeers suitistics showing that in Ger-
oy onse hoedved aoed ascmedimen, oo of ane bosdved and forey=lonr coiminally
e, were cotndenned 1o severe pumshiment,

Tl eweasional commal “represenes by Bae the Birgest elass of our prison popo-
lation, hence as the greatese memce o social well-being” What s the canse that
compels aovast ary ol the ioman By to ke to crime, to prefer the hideous
Ile weithin prisen walls to the b oneside? Certanly that cause must be an iron
wnister, who leaves is vicrims no avenue of escape, for the most depraved loman
Db loves liberry,

This tervific foree 15 conditioned 10 our cruel socil and economic artngement.
1o nor mean to deny the biologie, physiologice, or psychologic fetors in crcating
crine: but there is handly an advaneed ceiminologist who will not concede thar the
sotal o ceonenie mfloences are the most welendess, the most poisonans gerims
of erine, Clrnred even tha there me innate criminal tendencies, s aone the less
trene tliat these tendeneies fid rich worition in our social enviromnent,

There is close relition, says Dlvelock Ellis, between crimes against the person
el the price of aleohol, hetween crimes against property amd the price of wheat,

Between Jails . 43

Jettersun Prison, the very morning after a suffocating journey, | tasteed the blossings
of democracy making coats, with this ditference: my luerative wage of thirty-two
years ago was reduced to three meals a day and a eell, Progress moves impere eptibly
ndeed.

On the whole, however, there are many improvements in Jeflerson Prison. |
do not wish our friends to understand thae | have any personal complaint of the
treatmient accorded me, 1 gquote from a letrer 1 had wetten to the Warden in the
institation, el which, by the way, he did not see fie w answer:

I understand that contract labor has been abolished in Missourt, Why, then, the
necessity ol imposing the task system upon prisoners? To compel women to
make eighteen dozen suspenders or fifty coms a day, only rends o undermine
their bealth, 1 have warched them ar work and T can assure you they run along
half=way sinoothly in the morning, but by the afternoon they are so exhausted
that they simply can not complete their gsk, To punish them for such o thing
by keeping eliem on hread and water seems barbarous, Besides, it is fueile, since
the pumishinent feaves theie physical condition below par and disalles them from
doing eheir task the following day,

It secims e me thae i the women were made o feel an interest in e work,
they would turn out the required quantity and be i betrer spavics than they are
now. Mo one drove e, and yer | did iy work and even enjoyed i, knowing
as | did that no parasite would wear the coats | was making. After all, it can
ot b the purpose of prisons o so anbitc the inmaces a8 o make them ardened
and brutalized and retuen them to the world with deeper resentment and hatred
for society, [n other words, the old system of punishainent has been proven o
complere faillure. More and more, the best minds are realizing that 2 humane
method aceomphshes greater results,

I have no personal complaing o make. In face, | rllluk that many things you
have in Jetferson Prison are an improvement over other prisons. For inskinee,
the buying of food once a week, ice water and the recreation. Dot there are
nrany things which need to be remedied, and which §desire to place before you
for consideration.

As | osaidd before, Jeflerson bas oo teerors for e, Do fact, i our war-dreunk
age, with the patrionce frothing of the press, the bruality of the vigilres and the
preneral contusion of our lile, JeHerson muy yet prove a preferable retrea.




Between Jails

Emma Goldman

TEFLEASON TIAS B0y TERIE R it M, BSPRCIALLY NOW TTIAT T AR SURMEWIHAT ACQUAING -
e witle s regnme, The attacks divected sgainse the horrores of Anerican prisons
Tave not been o vain, A few clanges lave oken plice everywhere, and Jetferson
Prison has not escaped then, Bue there are stll many evili which aeed to be
rennedliedd, ;

First ol all, there is the reception accorded the new comer. Tostead of encour-
agerment and sympathy, toowhich the worst cenninal should be entitled, he is aet
witl the kindly query, "Gaor o disense?™” Fle is then warned thae the prison has
severe punislunent, and that he had beter nake up bis mind w obey the mules
'l."!'i'l![lll[ o TR,

[ was curious to koew whether any other inethod had ever been trivd . —thae of
Kinglliess, for anstance. Bue Dot with o blank look. The idea of kindliness w
conwvicts! Why do they want to get into trouble! 10 they must Jo wrong, they
Pave only themselves wo blnne”" Matosally, people wlo live exercised discipling
For yers becone hardeneds cheir brains amd heaers heeome solidified s Jooner
permit ol aonewe thooehe or conetign, Flow can they anderseand thie black despane
and Teer Baveed of the otfender against the sweorld slich fiest dreives hing w erine,
aned then sends bt oo hving grave,

Peaseon suchorities lasee it their power o relieve, o some extent, the bitter
agotry and resenoment acewmulaced b the soud of die prisoner by dwe long wait for
the trial, the croel stmosphere of the court=room, the final shock of conviction
and sentence. They could, o they would, help the convicr over the awful years
confronting lim or ber, They might send him back repenceted o society: but
sontieliowe 1t is ot given o theaw o reach the soul of those whom misforwne amd
socnal fndilerence have placed in their hads.

After i weary teip of forty hours, cooped up in g comparonent with a depuy
mwarshal and Dis owibe, D osas locked inoa cell and lelt ot mysell for several hours,
the thomghn pever occurring o those who received e whether T had necd of
sen forgetten: ot Gnally e

tood or dreank. 1 gbose secied as thougle [ bad |
ot areaved aod Bowas iade to go throogdy the ordissary procedore ol all the
etler victms wheo st leave therr identity behomd and become mere antonmtons
when prison duors close upon dem,

Tl the sally diseipline af absoluee sileoce, long abolished boosey penal insei-
i, wenty=four years apo, wlhen D was sene oo Blackwell's Esland, 1 was seruck
by ehis weeerly foolish, unoecessanly croel method of compelling human beings w
o abwout like shadows in grave=hike silence. Even the exclange of dwuglits
aowhisper was severcly punished, The face thae tus negnme still exists shows o
slowely proggress nuwes. "Thus fronn six o'clock in the morming unal Tour thiny
the afternoon, but for the Towd nowse of the machines in the shops amd the hand
voives of keepers, the prisoners pass in silence. Only during the hour al recreation
are the pent-up teelings and thoughts permitted o hreak loose.

Friedrich Nietzsehe was eight when he spoke of life as the etermal recarrenee.
Lite inndevd is nothing else. Thirtg-tso years ago, when | cine to Aanerica witly
cxuliation iy heart about liberty and apportanitg, T was given a tasee ol bo
i a large clothing factory, making coats ten hours a day ot $2.50 per woevk. In

Bovany Nlofeen Fanle [fngose aung).

Frisons: A Social Cnime and Failure 1y

Fle quotes ueteletand Lacassagne, the former loaking apon ““.i"-!,}: as the prepar-
er of crime, and the criminals as instroments thae execute them. The Tatter finds
that “the socil envicoment is the caltivation mediun of crminality, that che
criminal i the microbe, an element which only hecomes impartint wlien at Ly
the medivm which causes it w Ferment; every saciety fus the eiminals it deserees™

The most “prosperous”™ industrial period makes it imposable for the warker
o earn cnough o keep up bealth aod vigor And as prosperity s, at lu'.‘it_, A
inaginary condition, thousads ol people are corstuntly added toohe bost of ll.w
uncmployed. From East o Wiest, from Sauth o Mo, this vast oy teoanps
search of work or fuod, wd all they find is the workhouse or the shuns, Thuose
who have a spark of self=respect left, preter open dehance, prefer cvime we the
coniated, degrded position ol poverey,

Edward Carpenter estinnates thae five-sixths ol indictable comes consise in sanmwe
violation of property rights: but that is too low a fBgare, A thorougd mvestigation
would prove that nie erinnes oot of ten could be gaced, diectly or indirectly, to
our ecanmnic el socml indguitios, w our systen ol emoseless exploiotion and
robbery. There is no crmiml so stupid but recognizes this werble Gt though he
iy wot be able w account for it

A collection of crmmmnal phitlosophy, which I Ewelock Elhs, Eombroso, amd other
erninent men lave connpiled, shows diae the criminal Teels only o keenly din
it is society that deives Tim w crnne. A Milinese thiel sad ro Lombrosa: "1 do
not roby, | merely take from the rich their supectluitios: besides, donot advocies
and merchants rob?* A murderer werote: “Roowing tiat teee-foueds of the social
vivties are cowandly vices, | thoughe an open assaule on a vich man would he less
ignoble than the cautious combination of fred.” Another wrote: 1w mpris-
oned for stealing a balf dozen epes. Ministers who rob nallions are hanored. Poor
Leaky!™ An cducated convice said to M, Daviee *“The laws of society are framed for
the purpose of securing the wealth af the world o power aod caleulation, thereby
depriving the inger portion of nankind of i ghts and clinees, Why should
they punish me for taking by somewhat similar aneans ram those who lave tiken
mare than they bad o righe wo?™ The sone man added: " elygion robs the sonl
ab s independence; pacriousin is the stopad worship of the warld for which the
wellbeoge o the peace of tie inhabitnes were sacriticed by those who poolic by
i, while the Lavws of the L, i restraiming moturl desires, svere wagnng war on
the nandfest spiric of the Lo ol our beings. Compared with this” he concluded,
“thicving is an honorable pursnic”™®

Verily, there is greater trath an this plafosoply thane b all the law-and- ol
houks of socicty.

The eeonommic, politcal, moral, amd physical Getors being the microbwes of
eritnie, how does sociery mieet the situation?

The methods of coping with crime bave oo doobe aodeegone several chanpes,
b pindy 0 g theoretic sense. o practice, sociely las retiined the prinsitve mo-
tive i el switl dhe alfender: that s, revemge. Tebas also adogred the dealoge
iheas anely, punislioent: while the legal amld “ewvilired” methods consise ol de-
tereenee ar terror, ol el We shall preseody see e all Tour modes Tiave
Friledd ueeerly, s thie we are wday o nearer o solution than b the dark ages.

The sl iopulse of the primitve wan o steike back, o avenpe o wio,
is out of dare,  Dostead, che eivilized o, steipped of courage and daving, las
delegsited woan orgmized wachinery the duty af avenging his seeongs, o the
falish belietthat the State s justiticd in doing what be o longer Tas die nianhiood

e, i ihiaf,
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ar cotsstency toodos The “majesty of the Tow™ is a reasoning things it would
weil stow to prmative nstinees Ds mission s of o Mhogher™ natoee. Troe, it is
sill steeped e the thealogie muddie, which proclims punshment as o means of
purnidication. or the vicarious atbocment of s Bt legally and socilly the statute
cacteses punshiment, net merely as an inlliction of pain upon the offender, hut
b for wis terridying elfeet upon others.

Welia is the real basis of panishinent, however? The notion of a fee will, the
il that wan i at all tiees o free agent Tor good or evily i he chooses the fatter, e
nmast [ nde to pay the price. Althongh this theary has longs been exploded, and
thirewens wpaon the dustlicap, it continues o be applicd daily by the entiee machinery
ol poverient, tweming it o the most eruel and hrotd tormentor of human e,
The anly reason for s contienance is the sall more eroel notion that the greater
the terror pumislient spreads, the more certmn its preventabve cliect,

Sociery is sing the st drastic methods o dealing with the social ofender.
Why ddo they not deter? Althoneh in America s nan s supposed o he cansidered
mnoeent untl proven guilty, the instrmnents ol kv the police, carry on 2 reign
ol terimr, makinge indisernmaane arnests, beating, clubbing, bollying people, using
the Bl ethod of the St degeee,” sulyecting their nnfortunate victins
ey the doul ar of the stanon Toose, and dhe sl fouler Bngoage of its goardiane,
Yet crimes are rapidly muoliplying, amd society 15 payiong the price. O the other
lanaal, 3t s an open seeret that when the anfiwonsee ciiizen las been given e Tull
“percy” of the Lo ard Tor dhe saike of silety s hidden in the worst of hells, his
real Chalvary Degzins, [Lobbed of his viglts as i hoaan being, degraded o a mere
wtoniton without will or feeling, dependent entirely upon the merey of brutal
kecpers, he daily poes througl o process of delomanization, compared with which
pgre Fevenpe was anere clilds play

There is nota single pewal institntion or eformatory in the United States where
paen e ned trtired Ui be ade good” byoaeans of the blck-jack, the cluly the
stent-jacket, the water-core, the “Tinmming hisd™ (an clectrical contrivance run
along the b oy, the soditary, the bull-ring, amd stacvation diet, o these

R L

istntens s will s broken, s soob degnded, Bis spieie sobdoed Dy the deadly
winestony and rooge ol peison Jifes B Crhio, Blinods, Pennsylvania. Missouri, and
i e South, these horeors have become so flagrane as wo reacl the outside workd,
while in st other prisons the sane Chesstian iethods sell prevail. o prison
walls rarely alli the agonized shvicks of the victims to cscape—prison walls are
thick, they doll elie sound. Socicey might with greater innmonity abolish all prisons
at once, than to hope T proteetion from these twenticth-century chimbers ol

Fresrrises,

Year alter vear the wates of prison bells retern o the world an enaciated, de-
Ferrined, wall-less, slup-wrecked crew of iy, with the Cain ik on cheie
fearcheads, e hopes evoshed, all theie mataral inclinations dovarted, With noth-
i b banger s inhonsanity tagreet them, these victims soon sink hack into
crinns as the anly possihility of existenee. e ds not ae all an onuseal thing o
ol s aned wenien wha lgee spent hall their lives—uay. alinost thear entine
exisrence—in prisen. | koo o owanan on Blickwells Bk, who lad been i
anned one thivty-cighe tnies: and dhrough o friend 1 learn et a young boy of seven-
tevn, whom be had smrsed sod cared For o the Pisborg penitentiary, had never
Loewen the meaning of likerty, From the nefornmtory o the penitentiary had been
the parh of this boy's life, until, broken in body, he died a victin of social revenge,
These personal expericnees are substantiated by extensive data giving overwhelin-
ing pront of the urter futilicy of prisons as a means of deterrence or reform,

Well-ineaning: persans are now working fore anew departure i the prison
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Stll day follows night, amd life is 10 the making, bue [ have oo pare in e pain and
travail. Like a spark from the plowing furnace, flashing through the gloom,
swallowed o the darkness, T have been east upon the shores of the forgateen. Mo
sounsd reaches e feom the islnd prison where beats the fervent heart of the Girl,
ne ray of hope falls across the bars of desolanon. But on the threshold of Nirvana
life recoils: in the very bowels of torment it coies out o be! Persecution feeds the
tires of defianee, amd nerves my resolution. Were 1an ordinary prisoer, 1 should
not care to sufter all these agonics, To what purpose, with my impossible semence?
Bt nry Asarchist iddeals amd traditions rise in revolt agminst the vampire gloating
over its prey. No, | shall not disgrace the Cawse, | shiall noe grieve my comrles !1}'
weak surrender! Dwill fght and struggle, and not be davoeed by threat or torture,

With ditficulty 1 walk to the office for the weekly weighing. My step falters s |
approach the scales, and [ sway dizzily. As throogh @ mise | see the docror bending
aver e, his head pressing against iy body, Somchow [ reach the “hasket,” mildly
wondering why 1 did not feel the cold air, Perhaps they did not tike me througlh
the yard—Is it the Block Captain’s voice? " What did you say?™

“ILeturn to your old cell, You're on full diet now™”
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Wt o™

Ul you'll lave g ask the boss, I tell Do yon want to see lim.”

Presently the overseer returs, informing me inoa contidential semer that e
has inddueed “his Mibs™ o gt e an andienee, Admited o the ioner alfice, |
B el Warden ac the desk, his Gee foshed witl anger. " You are reporied Tor
distirbing the peace.” he shouts o me.

“Phere i alse, o, I, another claege againse hing” the Pepay inweeposes,

“lwew cliarges)” the Warden continves. "Phistorbing the peace and iaking de-
mnnds, [ low dare oo denmand?” he roars. Do you kaow where you aned™

1 owanned to see yon,”

"es ot a gquestion of what you want or don’t want. Understand thae clearly.
You are to abey the roles paphicidy”

“The roles direey you o visit—"'

“Silenee! What is your requese?”

1wt t koo wliy 1o deprived o dinner”

“leoas oot b, e you o ke 10 s enongh, Do, Lo, thint wee know™ the
Plepuity retorts,

Ui Mo Mioe” the Waiden inmerposes, 1 pobog w o speak plainly we b,
Fromn this ey o™ e tirns to e, “you are on "Pennsylvania diet” for four weeks.
Prhacsng that time no papers or books are permited you, [0wall give you leisore o
think over your belavior, T lave ivestigated your canduet in the shop, aod 1 am
satishiesd e was you who wsogaced dhee teouble theee, Yo shall son lave another
chanee to mcine tle e even 1 you live as ooy as your senence. Bue, lie pauses
an anstant, then adds, threatcoingly, hue you ney as well voderscnd ic now s
later—yuoure e is not worth the gouble you give us, Mark you well, whiatever the
cost, e will be e porn cxpense, For the present you'll renain o solitary, where you
vt exert your perinicious infuence. OfMicers, renaove hio to the Tasked ™

PUEE " IAsKED " CRELL y

Fowr woeeks of M Pennsylvania diet” lave redoced e alinost to a skeleton, A
shice of wheat bread with o cup of vnsweetened hlack cotliee is iy sole meal, with
pwice aoweek dimer ol vegetable soup, Trom which every oace of meat las been
removen], Bvery Satonday 1 comducred 1o the oifice, o be examined by e
physicum and weighed, The whole week 1look Torward wo the hrief respire from
the wrnible “lasked™ cell. The sight of the striped men scouring the floor, the
[ricndly simle onea swalthily ased Baee as 1 pass diouglh the Ball, the sooogse bloe
af the sky, the sweet=scented armna of the April imorming—how quickly i is all
evet! Do the seven deep breaths T slowly inhale on the way o the oflice, amd the
vt ten on sy return, sec ey blood aglow wath renewed Tiles For an st oy
Braia reels swath the sudden rush of exguisite ingoxication, and then—Iam i the
toanels sz,

Tl vortore of the “hasket™ is paddening: dhe constane dusk s deiving e blind.
Abmost o lieht or air reaches me through the close wine netting covering the
barred door. The foul odor is salling: it grips my theoar with deathly hold, “The
walls e e iz daily they press closer upon me, G611 the cell seenss e contrae,
and el veushied i the vollin of stone. Bron every point the whitewashud sides
grhare at e, unyiclding, inexorable, i contident assurance of their prey.

The darkiess of despondency gathers day by days the laned of despair wergehs
leavivr, Ar ol the sereeching of o crow acioss the river aminonsly voices the
Black maven keeping vigil inomy heart, The windows i the hallway quake and
veetnibde s the Bersons weined, Isleak aaeed desulate wakes the ll;l}"“':ll1l1llll'|".1-I:|'. thien

st e r—-
Wk and apathwnie 1 lie on the bed. Bver furthier recedes the world of dhe liviog,

Fosons: A Social Crune and Fallure

quivstion,— rechinntion, e estore unce o L the paisoner the peossiluliy al
Becoming a hunan being. Commendable as this is, 1 iear it is impossible to hope
fur pood resulis from pouring good wine intw 4 musty botde. Nothing short ofa
complete reconstruction of society will deliver mankid from the cancer of crime.
Sl iF the dull edge of our social conscience would e sharpened, the penal insti-
turions gt be given o new coat of varnish, ot the lirse step to be taken 1 the
renovation of the social consciousiess, which i i a rther dilapidaed condition,
It s sadlly in need w be awakened o the fact that erime is a question of degree, thin
we all have the rudiments of crime in us, more ar less, according w our meneal,
phiysical, and social covaromnents and that the odividial coimimal s merely o nefles
ol the teadencies of the aggregie,

With the socnl conscousness wakened, the average dividual soay learn w
refuse the " lionor™ of Being tie bloodhownd of the Lo 1 le nay ccase to perscome,
despase, anmd mustrust the socl offender, amd give bin a chaoee o live aond breade
amwng Dis Tellows,  Dostioutions are, of cowrse, harder woeach. They e cold,
nupenetrble, and cruel; stll, wath the social consciousoess gquickened, v iighe be
prwssible to Free the prson vicenos oo the beotalivy of prison otiicnds, goands, aod
keepers. Pablic apiion s a powedul weapon: keepers of husem prey, cven, are
alrand of it They way be taghe a licke hunanity, especially iF they realize tiat
their jubs depead upon ic

Phute chie anesst mperetane step is oo densoed foe the prsooer the vighe wowork
while i prison, with some monetary recompense tar would enalde lom w Ly
asicle o Bieele for che day of his relesse, te beginning o a new hie,

1 is abmost ridiculoos to hape el from proesent society. when we conside
thar workinggnen, wape-shves themselves, obyect to convice Libwor, 1 shall not go
inta the crueley of this objection, but merely consider the impracticabilicy of i
T begin with, the opposition so far rased by orgaonzed abor as been divected
agminst wineinills, Prisoners have abways worked: ooly the St has been thor
exploiter, even as the individual employer has been the robber of onganized labor
The States have either see the convicts to waork for the govermment, or they have
Fuemned convicr laboe wo privace individuals, Dweney-nine ol the States pussue the
laerer plan. The Federal government and seventeen States lave discaded i, as have
tie leacding mattons af Burope, since it leads g bideows oveeworking aod abuse off
prisuners, aid to endless gralt,

“Ihode Iskand, the Stare dommmned by Aldeich, otlers pedhaps the weorst exinn-
ple Lhnder a five-year contract, dated July 2eh. o, amd renewable dor Hve years
more at the option of priviee contractars, the bor of dhe mnsees ol the Boaode
Lslanad Penieentiary aod the Providence Cownry Joil is sold o the eelianee-Sterling
Mfiz, Co. oac ehe raee of o erifle less dian 25 cents a day per nane This Con-
pany s ceally a gigantic Prison Labor Trost, for it alio leases the convier Libor of
Conoecticut, Michigan, Todiaa, Nebraska, and South Dakota peoteotineies, aned
the reformatories of Mew Jersey, indiana, Winois, and Wisconsing, eleven estabilishi-
vienits i all.

“Phe cnormity of the gralt wnder the Blode Blasd comrace iy be estinaed
fremn the Fier chiae chis same Clompany pays 62 172 cens a day in Nebeaska fon the
conviers labor, and tee Temnessee, for exmnple, gers Soao o day lor o convact’s
work fronn the Gray-Dudley Flardware o Missouri gets 2o cents o day o the
Star Odverall Bfe Coo Woest Virginia a5 cents aday dioan e Keaft Mige Co, anl
telarylund 55 cents o day frome O'ppenhenn, COberndonl & Ui, shivrn ssmobacimes.
The very ditference in prices points to enormons peaft. For example, the lelianee-
Sterling Mg, Coo nunulacrres shives, the cost ol free Libor being oot Tess dhan
$r.20 per dozen, while ic pays Whode Bl hirey cenes o dozen. Fuethernmuone,
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the Stie clanges tis Trose morent Jor the ose ol is huge aetory, charges nething
Fior [, Tecan, bizhie, or even desage, amdd exacts no rixes, What p{!’hlﬁf!'ﬂ

It s estinded thar mere than ceelve mallon dollars” worth of workisgoen’s
shirts and overlls s prodoeed] aooally in this cotmeey by prison labor, 10 is @
wornnnnt's sty aend the Gest refection thae arises is tliat an innnense amount of
free female labor is thus displiced. The second consideration is diat male convicets,
whos should be learming tedes tiae swould give then some chance of being seli=
supporting after their release, are kept at this work at which they can not possibly
ke doblar, This s the more serions when we eonsider thae much of this ibor
1w oddone e relormetaraes, “'l'lll;]l sLF |:1l1|.“'!r' |1rn}-c*s.". to Jae I:I'.1i.|'|.t1'|]..,lr their wunaces o
Becomne el eitirens,

Flee chiad, sed enest inportaon, consaderanon s thar the enormous profis ths
WL fromin cosiencr Lalwar aee o constant inceneive to the contmetors o exact fnmmn
therr nnlappy vietims tsks aleogether heyond their serengeh, and o ponish themn
vruelly when their work duoes not come up to the excessive denmnds madle.

Aother word on the comdemmation of convicts to tasks at which they ciino
Lope to make s livimg after release, Inding, for example, s a State dhac las naade
a preat sploege over being in the frone vank ol modern penological improwvements.
Yer, aceording to the sepore remdered a0 ol by the tmining school of i “re-
formary,” 135 were engaged inthe manufacture of cliains, 207 1o that of shirts,
aned 255 an the foundry—a toral of so7 i tree occopations. But ar this so-called
refornmtory su occupations were represented by the inmaces, 19 of which were
connerted with couney poesiies, [ndiana, like other Seates, professes 1o be tmin-
wigr the mates ol hee relormatory oo oceupations by which they wall be able
wake their v when seleased. She acnrally sets them o work naking chains,
shiivts, wnd breosumas, e baeter e the beoetit of the Losisville Faocy Crocery o,
e -niakange a0 trade Livgely snonopolized Dy the blind, shire=making 15 done
by wennen, aod there s oy one free clan-Gictory i the Stace, and ae that a
refeasedd convier cann non hope o ger employment. The whaele thing s a croel
Faree.

If. then, the States can be istromeaal fn cobbing their helpless victms ol syl
tremnendous prodits 1 ot not ligh tine for organized Ebor o stop e idle howl; and
o ansise on decent remmeneration for the convict, even as kibor organizaonons claim
for themselves? T thae way workingmen waonld kill the geem which makes of the
prisoner an enemy to the interests of kibor, 1 have said elsewhere that thousambs
of copeices, meompetent and withoor a made, withour means of subsistence, ane
yearly twiried ik into the social fidd, These nee aaed seorien mst live, Tor cven
ane ex-couwdct has o meedss Pesoa bfe has pade theme anti-social beings, amd the
rigsidly closedd doears than seer thene on tlierr release are ot Likely to decrense tlcir
bitterness, The ineviabile resule s thae they Torm s vorable ouclens out of which
svahs, Dlack-tegs, detectves, amd policenien are diwn, only too willing to e the
paster’s Dicdinge, Thas orcanized Tibor, by s foalish opposition to wark in prisen,
detieacs its owen enedss Te helps ro create poisonons fumes that stifle every atcempe for
veonomie hetterment, [ ehe workingman wants to avoid these cleees, he should
insist om the right of the comviet to work, he should meer bin as a hrother, take
lvinn anker Diis orpaaization, socd oath s aid fioen agetinst e s g il peiveels e
hoth,

Last, bt pot Teast, s the srowing realization of the barbariey and the ey
of the detinite sentence, Those who helieve i, and carnestly aim ar, s clinge
are Fast eomming to the conclasion tlat nan muost be gven an opportunity o nake

U ket e ksl e ol the B el 4 aammnartes o sen | R
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i 'w:li_:nn-iﬂ;nl af bad st The stench permeided the yarrcl, and several men weie
punished for passing uncomplimentary remarks about the food. "The sitaation was
apprrvated by an adiitionad inerease of the sk, The knitters and loopers were on
the verge af rebellion. Twice within the month had the tisk been enlaeged, They
st kol Wreches o PeEjLest o o reduiction: in ln‘pl}r caine the '.1p|‘-:|Hi|1|.'. opiler o a
further increase, Tlhen a score of men strock. They renmined in the cells, refusing
b return to the shop unless the denand for better foad and less work was complied
with, With the aid of infurmers, the Wairden conducted a quiet investigation. One
b one the refractory prisoners were forced to submit. By a process of elimination
the sutharities sited the situaton, ad now it is whispered about thae o decision
las Been reachedl, placing responsibility o the ugigue epasode of o strike e the

Ws.
] Anaie of mystery langs abouot the goands, Repearedly | attenipe to cagape then
in conversrion, o the beast relerenece tao the seeike seals theie Bips. | sonder ae the
pecalior looks they regarad mie with, when voespectedly the cause is revealed.

Y

It is Sunday poon, The mngeman pushes the dinner wopon aloog the oer, |
stid ar the door, ready to receive the meal. The overseer glinces at me, chen
maticns to the prisonee. The cact wolls pase iy cell,

“Caflicer” 1 oall out, “you missed e,

“Siell the pot-pie, do you?”

Where's iy dinner?”

“Yau pet none”

The wlor of the steaming delicacy, so keenly looked forwand 1o every second
Senday, reaches iy posirils and sharpens my honger. [ lave eaten sparingly all
week 1 expectation ol the treat, ansd now- T am homaliated and enriged by being
s unceremoniousty deprived of the rare dinnee. Angrily 1 rap the copoacioss the
doesrs apain and aggin | sorike the tinsgainse e de suceessive Balls froan ot bar
proclucing a sharp, percing clateer,

A guand Dastens wlonge. “Stop that damn mckee” e commnmds, “Whars the
matker with you?”

I adiehoe et dipner,”

“Yos, you did.”

" didd not”

“Well, 15" pose you don’t deserve ie”

As b turns to leave, iy can erashes against the doar—one, two, three—"Whae
Chell do you want, ¢12”

1 want to see the Wanden.”

"You can't see i You better Keep quier now”

“I dead o see the Wanlen. Fle s supposed to visit us every day. Fle lasnt
been arund for weeks, T st see him pow”

“1E yon don'e shue up, 1l1="

The Caprain af the Block approaches. “Whar do you wane, Berkoo?”

1 want o see the Wanden,”

“Can't see hin. Ies Sunday.”

“Captain,” | retore, pointing to the rules on the wall of the cell, “diere & an
excerpt here from the statoes of Pennsylvania, directing the Warden to visic cach
prisoner every day—"

“Plever mamd s e nterrups, What do you want o see the Warnden
Al

1wt o koo -.-L"h}' | [Tt dinener”

“Your e is odl the Bise (o the mext fowr Soedays”
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startles jae i horeors ad oo 1 opace the cell 1 teel cold and longry, Aan
forgotten? Three days muse Tove passed, aad e, Thave they Trgatten nae?,

The clask ol keys sends o il of joy womy heart, My wmb will open-oly, w
see the gl aod breadhe the e wgain . L

TOicer, 0T my tine up yee?

“Yhaes your hoeey? You've andy been here one day)”

Tl dowors Gl to, RWavenously T devour the bread, soosmall and i, juse o hite,
Cnily onre chayt Drespaie endolds me like a pall. Faine with angaosh, T siok o de
Huror,

1

e ehanpe fromn che dungeon o e ordinaey cell is o veentable tanslormation,
Tlee stght of the hoowan o Glls e widh delighe, the sound of voices s sweet
wsic, [leel as it L had been torn fram the grip of death swhien all lope Tad 1ed
e, catighic on the very beink, as ic were, aod reseored w the world of e living,
Pl breaglan the sun, lase Daliny die aiel o keen sensuousness [ soreweh our on the
bed, Fhe tick s somled, e strw proteades inplaces, bue it is lusury w rest, secune
froan the vicious river rats and the fierce vermin, [ is alinose liberey, freedom!

Aut i the morning 1 awake in great agony. My eyes throb with pain; every jomt
o iy Beuly s on the sk, The Blankets had been removed froom the dungeon:
three days and aglas 1 lay oo e bare stooe, Teswas unoecessarily cruel oo deprive
e af gy spectacles, mpretended ansiety lese [ conunie suicide witly thons, oods
very touchiog, this solicionde for my safery, in view of the sy preese o punish
mes sonne hidden motve st be actuating the Warden, Buoe what can it be?
Probally they will wot keep e long i the cell. When an returned to work, |1
shall leaene the eruch.

Tlee days pass o vamn expectation. The continmous confinenent i becomg
distressiog, | miss the liole conifores | bave lose by the removal to dhe “single” cell,
constderably snedler deos iy previous quacters, My Libmry, also, los disappeaned
ard the piceures T lhaed so padendy collecied For the deconion ol te walls, The
cell a5 are amd clicerless, e Targe card of vgly=-printed rules afording no relief
fronm the dretating whitewasle The narrow space pakes exercise dithicolt; de
nevessity of turnieg at every second and thind step vansforims walking o a series
el vontortins. But some weans must be devised w owhile away the die, | pace
the floor, counting the seconds required o make ten toens. | secollece having
Beand chee dive ales constinutes a0 healthy diy's walk, A thae e 1 should ke
1771 turens, the cell mcasuring seven feer in lenpel, [ divide the exercise fnco thee
pavts, wcleling w fow extra laps i ke sure of fve miles. Carefully T coone, and
overceie Dy ascnse of calinnary wehea dhe peal of the gong conliees oy monbers,

Leniust B vwer g,

The change of lovation las intercopred commumication witl wy comrdes, |
am apprehensive of the fare of the Pricon Moxome steice surseillinice pmkes dhe
prospect of restoring connections doobtiul. [ am sssymed o the growd loor, iy
cell Bt bue o few Teet distant fosn the officers’ desk at the yard doors Waeeldul
evus e constantly upon e i s napossible e any prisoner oo converse with me
Tl rangennian alone could aid me by reaching mry fricnds, but Tl been warned
against limz he is o Mstood”™ who has carned his position as trusty by spying upon
e dnnares, 1 ean expect oo belp fon g Tut perhaps dhe cotfee-boy nay prove
ol service,

U planasge oo approach the nian, swhen [an inforowed e prisuoees from
the hosiery departnent are locked up on e upper galleey. By means of the waste
ppes D leaen of the developanents during iy stay in e dungeon, Tlhe discontent
e the shap employiees wit the insuficient ratioms was inteasified by the arvival of

Mrisons: A Social Crine and Failure -
?-'J“”l- Ak Lo i De o do e wathe e, Bilieen, ur tawenty }'l.'.uw' TR TSN
before Bing? The Gwope of liberty and of oppertnity 15 the ondy incentive life,
especially the prisuner’s life, Society has sinned so bung against hiv—ic ougli ac
least to Jeave hin that. 1 am not very sanguine that ic will, or that any real change
in that dircction can take place undl the conditions that breed Taad tlee prisoner
wneed el Jailer wall be forever abolished.

Ot of Tis arontle @ v, el rose!
Ot of Iis Dewrt o avleine!

For s carre sany ey eelhar stoanige rery
Calrrist Doivgs Diis edll ne Tighe,
Suree the beeerer gtafl the pilering bore
flocnedd io oo vt Pogwes sigdie.



Within All of Us

Voltairine de Cleyre

WY THEISANDE YEARS MG A MAN WIHDSE SOUL REVOLTED AT PUNISHMENT, CRIED
vt Judge pon, that ye be ot judged”, and yet men and women who have tiken
s e vpesn their hips as holy, bave Tor all those two thonsiwd years gone on
Aueeinge as ol thear beliel inowlat he siid was ouly lip-belict: and they do it to-
v Al puehees e opon benehes and send men o their death—even judges
who e nen thenseles beleve o capatal puoishient; amd prosceutors exluust
theaw elogoenee and their tewcks o per men convicted; and women mud men hear
witness agsainst simerss and then they all meer i chureh and pray, “Forgive us aur
trespusses a8 we lorgiee those who trespass us!”

Do they mean anytling at all by t?

A prear ethieal reacher once wrote words ke unto these: 'T have wathin me the
capacity for every erine.

Fewe, readingg them, beleve dhat he aneant whatr he sail. Mose ke it as the
sententions uttermee ol oine whao, inan abandoment of generosity, wished o say
soething B oo leveling, o [ chiok e meant exactly whae he sand. 1 rhink
e werrthe all B poecnty: Evnersen Baed sechion Jiv the roarbid steewne of passion and
desire; forall his lard-cut granite features e knew the inseinees of the weakling and
the shave: and Bor all the sweetness, the tenderness, and the nobility of his waore,
e Bl the dger and gackal in his soul. ©ehink ehae within every bit of human
Mesly aned sparae el Tas ever crossed the eongia bridge of e, from the prehiscoric
vackab marming ol pow, Al erime and all victe were 1_:L'r|!|i|i:1|. Onae of one it
sonl-stllare we spronp, you and Dand all of us: and iCin you the virtue las prown
and o the viee, do ot dherefore conclude that you are essentially different from
it sl you L helped o putin steipes amd behind Bas, Your Balance may
be more even, you may be mixed in smaller proportions altogecher, or the ooeside
ternpration s not come upon you.

Frvann bser essay “Cnime aned Pronisturent” i The Selveread 1wk of Uiaivine de Clepee (Mewe Yonk: Maihes
Farth Pubbishing Sssowciation, npg), Moaltiine e Cleyre (6o-0p02) was an American asarclisy,
teachen, powt, i thearise, Do e she was the vietim of an asasination atemp by one ol e
foramer stmbenes She retused o e clarges Becase ber attackes was mencally il o she felr tha
srrpat bensrinean sl only woasen bia cosbition, Iy e e Cleyre's avtiviam seas Foe nsd shimaost
ean disively oo the Mlesoan Revidotion, A oeaamer of the Mesican Lilvral Dhelensae onfeean e
b € g, shie sl fomsls Gon thiee Paniadss 1 alseral dbexicans by Becaoning aond alssacilwsting copaes il
Hepenenniin D fesen aod  Deevaes Tadngeird, ans] e evivan aned the 1 lvard of Dogiodedle ane gliso il

thimiethy ALK i

Memairs 37

“Cramd back! the Wanlen conmpands, “This koile Dlas been stolen froon the
shoe shop, O owlhiom did you mean to use 102”

WA rden, Ddide't even konow 1 had it A fellow dropped it ineo oy pockee as
we—"

*That'll do. You're not so clever as you think.”

“It's a conspiracy!” [ ery,

e dounges calimly i the armchair, o I'IL‘I.‘.!.I“:IT sinile Ll:l:l:‘in!: il eyes. W,
whiat have you ot 1o sy?”

s a pur-up joh”

“Explan yourscll™”

Mo e threw this thing it my pocket as we were conmng—"

O, we've already heard that, 1ts toan fshy”

“You scarched we for money and secret letters—"

“That will do now. Mr. Melane, what is the sentence for the possession of
gEerous weapon?”

Warden,” | ineerrupr, "its no weapon. The blade is only lall an inch, aod—"

“Silence! 1 spoke to Mr. Melane” '

"Hun, theee days, Capeain”

“Take him down.”

[ the storervom 1 am steipped of oy soie ol dark gray, and apan chid g e
hatelul stripes. Coatless and shoeless, Tam led through hallways and corridors,
down a steep Might of stairs, and thrown into the dungeon.

Toeal darkiness, The blackness 15 massive, i*.ll]\.ll'lll;_'i—l feel s hvandd Uy
headl, vy Gace, 1 dine noe move, lese o nnsstep throst me into ehe abyss, 1 hold
my hand close tonwy eyes—I feel the touch of my lashes upon i, bue | cannot
see it outline, Motonoless | stand on one spot, devord of all sense of direction.
The silence is sinister; ieseems twome T ean hear it Only now and then the hasey
serambling of nimble feet suddenly rends the seilliness, and the grawing of ivisible
river rats haunes the fearful solitnde,

Slowly the hlackness pales. It ebbs and melts; oue of the somber pray, o wall
looans above: the silhouctee of a door rises dimly before me, sloping apaward and
growing compact amd impencrrable,

The hours deag in unbroken sanceoess, Not a sound reaches e from the cell-
hese. I the maddeming guice and darkoess T am bereft af all consciousness of
tine, save onee a day when the heavy matthe of keys apprises me ol the morning:
the dungean is unlocked, and the silent guands Tand ae ashice of bread and o cup
ol water, The double doors Gl heavily to, the seeps grow Ginter and die in the
distance, and all s dack again o the dungeon,

The mmnbness of death steals upon my soul. The loor is cold and clanmy, the
goawing grows louder and nearer, ane 1am filled with dread lest the sarving s,
attack 1y bare Feet. 1 suatch a Few unconscious manicnts |4.~:m||.1'_._r| '*'t-'F'i”“ the doar;
andd then again | pace the cell, striving to keep awake, u'r:nqh*ring whether i e
nigthe or day, yearning for the sound ol a human voice,

Urterly forsaken! Cast into the stony bowels of the underngromsl, the world
of man receding, leaving oo tace belind ... Eagerly | strain my car-only the
censeless, fearful gawang, Deluteh the bars in desperation—a hollow echo mocks
the clanking iron, My hands tear violently at the door—"11o, there! Any one
here?™ Al is silent. Nameless terrors quiver in iy mind, weaving nightares
ol el die vl despaie. Fear shapes convalsive thoughts: chey rage in wild
epnpest, then calong aad again rash throogdy time ad space o a rapid suceession of
strangeely Guniliar scenes, wakened i my slumbering conseiousness,

Eshansted wmd weeary 1 dmsop aganst the wall, A slimy creeping on my fee




Memoirs

Alexancer Berkman

FUEL WARLIEN'S THIEAT
|
THE DY ING SUS G RUWS BALE WITTT TIAZE AND FOG, SLOWLY THE DARK-GRAY LINE LIND-
ulates across the shop, and deaws s sinoous leogeh along dhe gloaming yard, The
shadowy waves cleave the thickening mist, vibrate ghostlike, and are swallowed i
the yowning blackness of the cell-house,

“Aleck, Aleck!™ 1 hear an excited whisper beliiod e, “guick, plaor it. The
sorew’s goin’ o Hask e

Semething sinall and Dard s thrase e ey cont pocket. The guanl in font
staps short, suspiciously scanning the passing men,

“Hreak rnks!”

The eversecr approaches e " You are wanted i the office, Beck™

Tl Wharden, Dlear-eyed wnd sallowe, Trows as 1 led o,

N lawve you got an you?™ he dennds, abrupily,

I dent understnnd you”

“Yes, you o FFlave you money on you?”

1 hawe not.

W seids cldestine nenl for you?”

N L a2

“The Teteer puhlished o the Aaechise sheee in Mew York”

Fivel gremly celivved. The lewer o question passed dhrough ollicial climanels.
“lowen I||ml.|_Ll| tlee Chaplains Tads,” [ reply, Doldly,

“le s e, Soch a leer could never pass Mo Milligan, Me Cossan,” he
s b the gnd, “lereh the pewspaper from oy desk.”

The Wardens lands tremlile as e points o the osrked drenn, “Here i is! You
ek ol revalution, and conrades, aod Anacchiso. de. Malligo never sow thin, P
stee, Tes uoniee thing o the papers oo say that you are editing—/from the prison,
i you—uediting an Anarchise sheer i Mew Yok

“You can’t belivve cverything the papers sy’ 1 protest,

“Hin, this thwe the papers, b, oo, may be right” the Deputy interposes,
“They surely didn't make the story, T b, oue of whale elath.”

“They often do [ oretore, CDado't they write thar D ooried o jump over the
wall—ics abwsug thirey Feer high—and that the goaed shoe me i the leg?

A smile Hies avross the Warden's Fee. Tiopulsively 1 blure o

“Whs the story nspired, pechaps?™

“Silenee!™ the Warden thunders, "You are nor wo speak, ondess addressed, re-
mwiember, Mo Melfne, please search i

Tloe Do, bony Biagers slowdy ceeep over ny neck and shouldees, down iy
armns s bady, pressing in oy anapits, geipping my legs, covering every spot, sind
insersioge e ian annesphere of chomminess, The loathsome wuch sickens me,
lant 1 egorve inthe thought of my security: [ have nothing incriminating about

e,
Suddenly the simkelike land dips into my coat pocket,
“Ehm, what’s this?” e unwraps a somll, round oljece. *A kaoife, Captain,
“Let e see!™ 1 ery i anazeimnent,

Frisn Privem Lewniivs of an Aaendest (New Yiaok: Muother Eared Poblishing Association, i)

Future Customs

Errico Malatesta
WHTE THE GROTTT G CIVILISATRON, ANIY CF SOCTAL HEFATIONS, WL THE GROWING
aveareiess of human solidarity which vpites nankinds witly the developiment ol in-
telligence and a refinement of feelings thene is certainly o conesponding growth uf
social duties, and many actions which were considered as strictly idividual righes
and independent of any collective control will be considered. mdeed they already
are, miateers affecting everybody, and must therefure be carnied out in l'ul'lﬁ:llll'i[‘,’
with the general interest. For instance, even in our times parents e ot allowed
tor keep their children in ignoranee and bring them up in o way which s lanmilul
to thewr developument and Toture well-being. A person s ot allowed o live o
tilchy condicions aod neglece those rules of Typicone which can atlesr dee healed of
athers; ane is not allowed to have an infectious disease and oot Tave o resned, laa
Futire society 10 will be considered o duey o seek o casore the goold al all, just as
it will be considered blameworthy o proceeace 18 tere e easons w helivee i
the progeny will be unlealthy wd vabappy. Bue ehis seose of our duoes w others,
and of theirs w os s, acconding to our socil coneepts, develoap wathour any
ather vuside sanction thane the esteem or the disapproval of oun fellow citizens,
ILespoct, the desive fur the well=heing of athers st enter i the costoms, amd
minifese cherselves not as duges bueas a normal saasficoon of socal msanets,

There are those who would pnprove the moralicy of people by foree, who would
wish o ineroduce an Article ine the penal code For every possible Bouman action,
sl swwauld place o gendorne alongside every vupoal bed and by every able, e
these peaple i they lack the coercive powers o inpose their sdeas, only succeed
i nknkinng o poeckery of e Dese ehings; and i they Deave dhe posver o conmanl,
wake whiat is good hateful and encourpge reacton . Tor us the carrying o
ol sociml duties muost be o valuoty act, amd one bas dhe el o dmervene widh
saterial durce valy apainst thase who otbeond againse athers viofeatly and prevens
them From living in peace. Furce, physical restennt, ot anly be used g
artacks of vivlence wod for e other reason thns thin of sell-delence,

Hot who will judype? "._'l'.-"hu will provide the necessary defence? Wi will et
lisly vl aneasures of resteint are o be used? We do o see any other sway than
that of leaving it o the tnterested pareies, to the people, tha s de osss of cin-
zens, who will act in different ways acconding w the circumstances and accondng
tr their ditferent dt,']_;rl'h:{ ol social developient, Chee st above all, avoid dhe
creation of bodies specialising in police works perhaps something will be lose in
repressive cliciency o one will also avoid die oo of tie mstmmens of every
iy

We do not believe b e aofallibilioy, noe even i the peoeead goodoess ol 1he
miasses; o0 the contrey. But we believe cven less o chie anballibiliny and goodiogess

Froam the £ husnnte Mot ol 2 Sepemlbwr o, as oomsloed atul preiared B Voreon Iichaels, o, o
Aabirsae; Blis Life 85 Bves (Lowndinin: Frewdom Press, w1}, Eroico Malavesia (e85 - ig2) was an Dl
i liist. Adier 'i_1|:i||g JEart i severil uprisiogs i lealy, Aaliness was Botweeh e exile i 824, Aol
W EHgd e o ||.i.||;_: ton Dk Jaaiine comanaey, D |.--u.'.|1\|.'1.| liesn |1 i e teaveleed g thae IS, el e
cilited Lar € Sorsale i Pacersan, Mew Jersey fome 18y o i, e neenld e Loaos T
rermrnedd ta Tealy to belp orgaoize an wsoceesstul anarchist isormection doring “ed Wheek™ D)
Tventually he sentled in Traly wherve Te eaived Uhomind S Qg2 g20), e ook paee i dhe Gsnnding
wl the Whakers Alllanee—a lederation of anti-lases groops, Froon o ungl s desdy D tived i
e der Dowse preest, Aoty S Chortndfies (lerween Peasannsy aond e clinanfogt Beslioenan:
Fdeantival chanivckes, rgpeg=sgnn are diserilued thirvmagls AK Piess,
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ol those wl seree povver and legislate, who consolidite and perpetuate the wdess
a anterests which prevail at any gieen moment,

I ey respect the bapustice, and fransitory viedenee of the [TL‘:}pil‘ i% ]1r{~}-;~j';|hh:
to the leaden-rule, the legalised State violence of the judiciary and police,

WA e, i any ease, only one of the forces acting in socicey, and history will
leanee, as always, i the diveetion of the resaltant of all the [social] forees,

Summons

Mestor Makhno

et us rise i revolt, brethren, aad with us the people
Beneath the Black 1ag of Avarely wall rewvalr,

W will surge holdly forvand, under the fire

of envary ballets i the bartle

fear Faith in hibertarian communisim,

Ohur just reginie.

W slhall case deswn all thranes aod

bring how the power of Captal,

Woe will seize the gold and purple sceprer

And pay nomore honor o anything,

Through savape steiygnede

We shall vid oursclves of the State and its Jaws,

W have sulfered loaygs der the yoke

O chains, prisons and teening mangs of executioners,
The tane las come to rise 10 rebellion aond close ranks,
Forvard beneath the black fag of Anarchy, on to the great strugle!
Enouph ol serving tyrants as their toals,

Tl is the source of all their nught,

Insurrection, brethren, liboring people!

We will sweep avway all carrion,

Thats the way we shall reply to the lies of tyrants,

W free workers, armed with our decerasination,

Long live freedom, brethren. Long live the free communie,
Dheath toall eyranes amd eheir jailers!

Let us rise, brethren, on the agreed signal,

Beneath the Black H;:]_: :'.-I"'r"\n;u-ch}-', mpminst every ane of them,
the ryrants,

Fet us destroy all auelorities sod their cowardly restiains,
that push us bce bloody baeele!

1= Paesnkk s weritten whien b weas 21 years ol and B been o izt e fan Y it .i”'-l‘-'\.lll stl1-
wersivg assne it ien ', Mestoe fak o [ofu-1g04) was g Ulkonian asnirchise, purrilh r'.!_:g,[.:-,l ] werirer,
fnbead B Bas amvanchise activities, he was relened atter the Febroary sy Boevolurion Ih’”""i”lf T
e Ulkriing he Bl apinst otk the Boed amd White armies esealdishing lihereavian commnisn
wheaever amb whereser he conled, Fiaily foreed s Hee the Ulkeaine, e serded in Paris, | o s e
e anarchist plarfoem (opaz) andd conteibuned regnlaly ve ehe amanchise paper Dcles Toda, Tor exam-
ples ol Diis swranmgs seasbatedd in Foglish s T Stogeele Apninee e Stae ailined by Alesandie Skinla,
tearsbinead by Pt Shokey {ionn).



Untitled

Kanno Suga

Kuro=gano no
Ml i sashi=tru
LLionen ke o
Lisira wo i
kyo 1 kurvashitsu

Watching
Througl che trone=larved window
The sunbemns streaming
Tinlay
Alser T spean

Foan 5o (rss=ngor) was g lynese soarchise Lo ooy she wo-fonnaded, witly her then-conpanion
Karuky Shiisui, the “"“'-\lll"l"“.j'ﬂi Shisi [Free |'||..1|,|H]H;:|1 atid subseapeently spent three it his iy Jail
fior wivlating censarslip laws, While in juil, efficials discovered a plor o sssissinate the cmperer that
inphivated Ter amd vwenny-tive of her comades, The trial of the 20 amrchists began i December o
aend pveelve ol the acensed, i||..'!|.||.|||:||_l‘ Foawsnnes ol 1 onkn, were executed on tle 24 0md 25 Liowaey sgie,

Crime

Alexander Berkman

SULTENY MAKES MO CTELE LEAST BEFUIRT TU PUEVERMT CIIME, AS 1 COULD AN SHOULD
by pursuing such methods which would tend ro remove the conditions breeding
criminals, 1e deals with crinnnals, not with crime. L convens asell” oy warh
the classes or individuals already erivnimal—generally arfter the conmetment of
crine and oveasionally while in the aet of connninment—campletely disreeanding
those standing on the precipice of crimmality; ready to ke their Gual Teap. Along
the rosd of wane aod sutfering and Torbearmee societys Ies miseneles, those wnly
withour guile are pushed forvand by o strong and eresistble amd, forwand and
Forward towards the yavwning abysss and thece, pausing a moment on the brink,
they behold e gapiog chaso, illominated by the sun of deceit, and tirough e
eves oF nnsery and despair they pereeive furn magana ol lucrnve ease, and wlile
they are bending hal=frightened, over the dangerons briok, diey are Lifted up with
prresistible force and pushed over the verge wod seod Hying dowan the steep incline,
down aud down, deeper and decper into the yivning abwyss, from which there 1s
o recurning, Ao all che while sociery is cabinly looking on, pever moving asingle
Foger with o view of retirding the progreess of the fallen pet ever ready o stnnp
teenn with the fabwl oF crimminaliny sond o sulyect the Tleeding and torn forns w
the care of "Justive,” to he puoshed Bor cherr Ball,

Annd hesy doves Justiee ke care of the crommmal clsses? bosw are the Liter treaned?

Concerning the crinnnal classes, the moteo of Socicty bas always been {and sl
s “Get rid of thenn” And as che simplest way o get vid of them is w kill
then, that was the method ordinarily pursued watl o very recent period, T Greeat
Hritain, under Henry [2], 263 crimes were punished, in the reign of Flenry VI
anoou0 persuns were banged in Goeat Brign,

But we, of the 1yth century, hive become too humane tw carey on the process
i that way, We punish sen or imprison then to gee vid of the,
O Flave the miethods of the past o do the modern methods extenminate crine
ar even check s progeess? By oo oncans, 105 we would ke the census ol the
crinail classes md those dependent upon dhe Bieere o the U Soaces, we will
tind that one person i seventy belongs oo the crinmnal cliss (i the broud seose off
the terad, Ao this conminal class Tas, on elee weliale, been joercasiogs throogliom
Clivistenduon, D Sgain ie has doubled in daveen years, in Franee it has increased
several hundeed per cent witlinn die last quarcer centory, ad o the Unied Seates
it Das grown one thind Gaster, proportiomaely, tin the popualition sinee the Clivil
War. The annals of crimalicy cleady demonsteate that our methods of teating
crime are flac filures, and the effects of the meannent mjurious 1o society, as

whigle,

The tunchental principle of past and present methods is esseatially wronge. The
adiinisteation of Justice to criminals is nmoral, brod and broliziong, and jus,
fur by justice & oeant che giving o every srong deed i equivalen in peoalty, o

Ulinprulilishiedl smanmseraps. Abexanden Berkommn Qe85 ) was o Musse-born amaechos, 1 e oo
seratend to the S dnods, Beskinn served Fomesan years a0 the Western Penitemiary in Peansylvani
lor TRV T CTY TR CURRETR eI 1Y Hlewry G Prick duenmg ehe Tlomestead seecke e a8y a, Ble abao sereed tun
years an Atlaota Federal Peoitentioey duging Workl War | for aggasiog conseviprion sl ehie wai, |l
Witk |.[1'|||_p|||_1| ey Woaissia b esgng, bt el in spde aftee pareing with e Bobdieviks 1 le spwennt B Tl
vears i exile. Piawr Aenwdis of s clomedise (g2, The Raesiore Saeedp (g2, f Sl Aleniie e
{a28) are still avilalde i pring,
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o tions seliich s o disgised sevenge.

Fhe dereriene poaser ol feae is ot the proper mess of ceeating erine, T s
Laei e ol i Ds Gl Men are wot deterred Trome erime by Fear, We lave
ekt moen e the welieel anfd borted thenn alwees wee bave Tanged them; we have
cathered the erimnal clisses all o the gallows to see the cxecution, anmd the
wvictin has gone Bravely to the sealold saad died ganes he has become a e o
thuir cyes and the men tha lave sweitnessed the eseeution lave gone back to plungy
ewper Tt crinne din ever.

Capital punishinent which is advoeaed w deter men i erime, does noe deeer
el Severe peaalty for crine does nog prevent s inerese.

The preotecnon ol suetety sought direetly Dy the {alleged) deterrent power ol

lear, s a braless Uropia as to resulis. Methods of mere poislusent cunoe Gail
ter b noee fnurions than beoeticial, And aside from the questions as to sociceys
rigzht bee puanishe g ol e pessabliliey thae disorders hereeeodore classed as mearal
ohlupuitics, vices and simple depraviey nay
Pwave b b dlisease, Soctety shouldd deal wit
erime not with crominals only e by learn-
g the nature of crone and by asertaining
the divers cavses, leading men o crome, that
society may hope o eliminate this distuebant
factor of social progress.

If this compilition serves in any way to
wwaken the intelligent public to realization
of the injustice and costly and untenable -
patence of existing methods of dealing wich
crime, 1F it excites sufficient interest o in-
duce a further sd fuller Sty ol this prob-
ey, then s abjece is accomplished amd e
author will comsider his eHore well repaid,

Ernr The 1st,

I low many prisans! Flave [ sagd that alresdy? Yes, Tose many prisons. Froan Bas-
tin 37 to Mew Caledonia, stopping ac Satory, Chanters, Ta Rochelle, Clermont,
sne=Lozare ..

When wy hook on prisons appears, grass will e grosen op over sall o
unknown corpses, but the ddea will remain the sames 10 wall still be o the sine
subject: that human beings solfering though destitntion, poverty, ansd jgnosnee
are not responsible For acts against cach vthier. The old mdens are the muarderers,
the old mations, where the strogele Toe existenes is s weevible that people ten on
each ather incessantly, climoring for their prey, The only noise thae con b Teand
is the eries of cronws and the Happing of their wings ahove people who have heen
baren o the earth.

Actrap s set all around us, mnd poor, wretched women get coughe it [s e the
Bl eof these poor wonen thae there is a place for some of them only in the streers
ar o ispliy? Is dc their Gole il they have stolen o few sous ta Tive anor to keep
their children alive? Wich people can spend millions of frnes and thousads of
]iving |1L'i|1!_:5 an their whimns, [ ean' St tny:ﬂ.‘“tf-rt:m 5|1L':1ki||g:|]1:11|l s rhings
with such hitterness,

My Crimes

Oscar Meabe

WELL, THESE ARE ALL T1E CRIMES | HAVE COMMITTED, THEY FOUNMD A REVOLVER [N
wy house, and a red Hag there, | organized trade unions. T was for reducton of
the hours of labor, and the cdueatan of lboring men, aod the re-csealilishinene of
the Arheiter- Zritip—the workingmen’s newspaper, There is oo evidenee to show
it [awas connected with the homb-throwing, or that T was near iz, or anything of
that kind. 5o 1 am anly sorry, your honor—that is, il you can stop it or help t—I
will ask your o o it—tliar s, o ||.:|1!g‘||1|.:, tovo; For D ehink ic s more honorable oo
die sucdenly than to be killed by inches. 1 have a faonly and ehildren; and if they
know their Father is dead, dhey will ey hint. They ean po ta the grave, and kneel
dowvn by the side of i bur chey can't o w the penitentiary aied see their Giclwer,
welter was convacted for a crime thae e hasa't had anything o doowitl, Thae s all
1 have pot to say. Your honor, 1 am sarey Lam not o be bung witl the wse of the
1108717,

Frimn “Fhe Crimnes 11 e Connmiteed”, in Alhere B, Pavsons, chaoebisne: e (ilsapdy and S
Faasds, s Defrond Dy Sopee of T Apasales (0 hicago: 188070, Ovar Meche [i880- 1006 weis 010 Anterican -
arvhimse sl Tlpnarker defembinn, Meele was o mmiper ol e Socialists Publishing Sowicey, publisher
el the € Tovepes Ailsater- Zeivoeg, Donfwre, aned P20 Beckal, sl an ancitizer for the Ceneal Lslae Union

Uhe ool thie sl amarchises seiesd ol comvictd after the 1 laysenkee eioe of 1886, e was senencel o
Dl years bant pandoned e lineis goverpor Tol 130 Alegeld i g,



Pages on the Centrale Prison at Clermont

Louise Michel
THERES MOy PARTY WIEETHILT A MORNING AFTER. TWE YEARS AGO ON JULY L, | WAS
ke o the Centrale Prison at Clermont. Women's prisous are less Tuarsh than
mens. D did oot sulfer from cold ar hunger or any of the vexations our nale
friconds wnderwent,

As far as L am converned, my stay in prison was as casy as it would be for any
ather schoulmistress. Solitude s resdul, especially for o person who I spene o
great part of her e abways needing an hour of silence and never Boding i, except
at night, That is the case with o great nmmber of schouolmistresses.,

I elwse silent howrs of the nighe, she haeeies o think, o feel alive, e,
to write, to be just a livde free, At dhe end of the day, ac the last lesson, she feels
levsell hecoming an overworked bease of the frelds, bue o bease ehat s still prowd,
still Titing its head to go o the cod of the hour without breaking down, When
the hour is ended, silence surrounds her, futipue las disappeared, aod she lives and
thinks aid is free. In prison, 1 foumd those few hours of rest iboriously pasd for
(AN ]l.'l'li!." YuUirs,

v govinge toowrite a book on prisons, 1 have lots of pages for ic alrcady, aod
all 1 have v e s gaher cheo upe The Girse pages will be decicaeed to the poor
gl mmbwolanee acendants of the Commune, e women coandemned o death
whe instead were sene to Cayenne, where the climaee is the woederer, They
wele conviveed Decaose eley Dand cored Tor e wonmded o the Commune and,
i presing, for wounded men of the Versailles forees, Wouanded men belonged o
peather side, wod those brave women dressed the wounds of anyone they Towml,
whereas the leaders of the Versailles forces often oppornistically abandoaned cheie
wonnded soldiers so they could snipe at us beeeer.

Victor [Huogo got pardons Tor those unpretentious aod gallane women, Leal ad
Marchs, Following chienn were Suétens, Papavorne, and Laclmse, who lad been
condemmed o foreed Libor for the same deeds.

Alter my pages on the smbulince atendanes, the chaprers that fullowed would
belonge ta el friends met in prison. 1 would begin wich my awn. Ar Satary the
wives of iy prisoner fricnds were oot afiaid o embrace we, althoush 1 warned
then tliar e authorities were golog to "ereae e as [ deserved’. By cinbracing nie
they risked their lives, At Clantiers in the great morgue of the living, ic was the
s, tinder e rags oo ar mighe along e walls, T mose dank diose brave souls
B thetr Fracandshup,

Mhany. alas, are pow dead, Tle Brst to dic was Mone Dereares aleeady ll, she

cortthd pet survive tie larsh ordeals oo owhicle she had oo sulwnic, D chie foll view of

canguercd Pares, the colors of the Conmune Tallowed er cotha, Withoue doube,
others are dead: we Tave not seen them again,

Pvsinn M hcmmace e Fawise M, dons pui elle-prdore [1540)0 1 ouise Bachel [p850=mps) was o Frencls
wiehise, ard o tomtline Gehier o the harricades during the Paris Comne, Michiel was banished
i st Mew Caledoni, where she toghn, became @ supporer of de cobony’s muovemnent foe
ndepesdenee o Prnce, anad converted e soanchian. Pardoned wich b el Commnomanks i
s st setorried b Fracce il poined the eaele anomd the snacchise josrpal L Bévaboim Setale
; 1 Paris heead it and foagarisonied

(Paris, pasae om0 Be 088 she was anaesteed witli Bmile Tooger after .
lip vfiuges, b avisial aveetbier prosoan gerse, she Bed we Booddon, thaese lounsling aod
For the resinder ol hee Tie, she mavacled
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‘Law and Order’

Alexander Berkman

WHIAT 15 TEFE BXISTENECE OF THE AVERAGE MAN TO=DAY?  ALMOSE ALL YOUN TIME 15
given Lo carning your liveliood. You are so busy making a living that you handly
lave time lelt to live, to enjoy life, Neither the time nor the inoney. You are lucky
il you have some source of support, some job. Now and then comes slick-time:
there is unemployment and thousands are thrown out of work, every year, in every
Cineey,

Tliat thine seans no ineoime, no wages. 16 results weoworry and prvation, i dis-
ease, desperation, and suicide, 1 spells poverey and crime. To alleviate that poverty
we build homes of charity, poorhouses, free ospatals, all of which you support
with your taxes, To prevent ceime and o punish the crominals s again you who
lave o support police, detectives, Se forces, judges, Liwyers, prisons, keepers,
Can you dmagine anything more senseless amd impractical? T he legishoures pass
Laws, the judpes interpret them, the varions otheils execute them, the police wack
and avvest the criminal, and finally the prison warden gee him oo costdy, Nu-
pnerous persons s institutions are busy keeping the jobless i from stealing and
punish hiny it he etries o, Then he s provided with the weans of existenee, the
back of which lind made him break the b in the lese place. Alter o shorter or
besnagrer terrn be s tuened Toose, 10 e Bils o et work e begios the sioe ooned of
theit, arrest, teinl, and dmprisonment all over agin,

This s a rough bue eypical iluseracion of tie stpid clarcter of our systen;
stupid ol etlicient, Lasw and goveriment support dhiat systen,

s it nor peculiar tin most people unagioe swe could naon doosidvou govern
ment, wlen in Gt our real life bas oo connection witly ic whiotever, no pecd ol i,
and as only ineerfered with wliere b ased govermment seep in?

“Hut security and public order)” you olyject, Yeould we Tove that weathout Line
and govermment? Who will protece us againse the crinnmal?”

The truch s thae whac s called "law and order™ s veally the worse disosder, as
we have seen i previous chapters, What brle onder and peace we do lave is due
to the good conuman seonse and joine cifors of the people, sty o spae of the
wovernment. Do you need povermment w tell you not to step i front of a maving
automubile? T you need i arder you no o jump ofF the Brooklyo Bridge o

fromn the 12ife] “liswer?

Mhann a5 social being: he cannor exist alonre; be lives inconnomities or socicnes,
M) peed and comnen inrereses result in certain arcongeients o aliond us
security e comdure. Such co-warking s frees voluoary: i needs oo compulsion
by any goverimene. You jon g sporting cloly or o singing sociery hecause youn
inclinaoions lie thae way, aod you codpente with the other iembers wathour any
cve coereing: youn Pl i of scienee, the wreiter, the arosy, aod the nvenaor seek
their own kind Tor inspraation and mowwal work, There popules sl necds are
their best urges the interference of any govermment ar aathuriey can only linder
their ellores,

All through life you will find that the needs and inclinations of people make Tor
assuciation, for mutwal protecton aud help. Tlae is the ditivrence between nnan-
agingy things and governing men; between daing sometling Bom free choiee il

i
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berg vennpelied. Teoas ehe difvrence between liberty aned constant, between An-
archisne amd povermment, becavse Anarclisin eans voluntary codipertion instead
o oreedd parnerparion. e means bavmony amd ordee in place of interference and
disearcher, !

D weho will protece us against ceine and crimials?™ you demand.

[Lather ask yoursel swhether government really protects us againse them, Does
net poverimaent sell create amd uplobd cambitions whicl make for erine? Does
not the ivvasion and violenee upon which all govermments rest cultivaee the spacit
af intderiee g perscewtion, of latred and more vialence?  [hoes not crime
twrese wath He prosetl ol poverty aimd dagustice Tostered by povermnent? 18 pot
e rriel sell the pelaresd i:|_|||_\.l||.'|.' ] erie?

Cornnwe s the resife ol ecomonnie condimons, of social pacdualiey, ol serenaps aned
evils of which govermmem and monopoly are the parents. Governent ol Liw
cun omly puiish the crmpimal. They neither cure nor prevent erime, The anly
real cure for crine b5 e abodish dts ceses, and diis the govermnent can never do
becanse it as there m preserve those very causes, Crine can be eliminated only by
donar avey with the condinoms that ercate it Goverminent cannot do i

Avarchism means o do away with those conditions. Crimes resulting from
paverinent, from s appression and injustice, from meguality and poverey, will
disuppear onder Anarchy. These constituee by far the preatest percentage of crime,

Cerain other crnmes will persist for some thine, such as those resulting from
elousy, passions wind fron the spivit of coercion and violence which dominates
the worll to-elay Buor thwse, the offspring of authority and possession, will al-
sor grmlually disappear under wholesome conditions with the passing away of the
atimosphere thar coliivared then,

Avarehy wall dhierefore weither breed erime nor oller Ay soil [or s thriving,
Crecmtonal anti-sovial acts wall he looked upon as survivals of former discased
contditions and arorodes, wmd will be reated as an onmbealthy stare of mind mder
tlin as crime,

Arare iy would bepin by feeding the “eruninal™ and securing hin work instead
af fiest watcling b, arresting, erying, and imprisomng han, and finally ending

by Feeding Tim and the many others wha lave to watch and feed him, Surely *

even this example shows how mueh more sensible and sinpler life would be under
Aavrchisin el nowe

PART I1
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