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Guerrilla Gardening — Beneath the Concrete
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Willie Says by Dana Lyons

Willie says....... _

Here's a story that you may not comprehend

but the parking lots will crack and bloom again.

There's a world beneath the pavement that will never end,

seeds are lying dormant and will never end.

Willie says....... :

If you listen you can here the sound of birds

hear their song above the chaos hear their words.
Listen to their love songs it will never end.

If you listen you can hear.

And the old one sits with me above the city
while we eatch the madness of the world below.
And she laughs and tells me that it's temporary,
underneath the wild garden waits to grow.

Willie says.......

If you listen to this tree you'll hear its song

it's the story that my people pass along

It's a dream that keeps returning and will never end.
Seeds are lying dormant they will never-end.

Willie says......
If you say you are afraid [ understand.

In a place where ‘one can rarely smell the land,
but the ocean breeze still blows here,

it will never end.




in the @yes of the state, and all its unforfunate lackeys, we
are weeds. But they simply can’t see the benefits of

working together, being creative, and learning from the
plants, ‘who teach us many things when we pay attention.

Guerrilla Gardens: Our kind of warfare.

We were born into a war society. We were raised to
perpetuate the war against ourselves and the people we
love. T was raised in a society of hierarchy, domination,
qnd oppression, in which my own habits continue, at
tumes, to oppress myself. The way to end this war is to
refuse to participate. They way to cease war is to create the
elements of a non-warring society, where land, food, air. '
water, gender, sex, color, cannot be used to do harm. For
this reason, we are guerrilla warriors who do not carry
guns. We are guerrillas—warriors—of creativity and vision.

So here’'s some vision: what if land could not be owned, not
privately nor publicly? Land was simply there, to be used
for things we need to live, and beyond that only if it didn't
infringe on someone else’s attempts at survival? What if
land were “owned” only by the act of using it, and slipped
back into universal availability as soon as it fell out of
active use? This is the concept of usufruct. Never heard of
it? Even the idea sounds pretty peculiar, in these days of
private property. Imagine now if this idea of usufruct
applied to all things: water, air, food, forests, plants,

. bicycles, books. The idea can extend to nearly anywhere.:

Usufruct is not just another way to own things; it is a
fundamentally different way of viewing the world. It
challenges us to look around us in a revolutionary way. We
can look at the lawn of any pompous building in D.C. and
say, this lawn is not only useless, it is robbing this
environment of the diversitv of survival, it is denying |

people food, medicine, and a healthy surrounding. It is
stealing water that the world needs for infinite. other
purposes, and soaking a sickly amount of chemicals down
into the earth. By transforming this manifestation of the
warring society, by removing it and replacing it with
holistic, liberatory relationships between people, plants,
and the land, we are raising a victory for the free world. It
is small, but it is fertile. Seeds crack concrete and bust up
through lawns. We too are seeds, and we're busting out,
scattering to sprout in the world.

GUERRILLA GARDENING
Guerrilla Gardening - The Seeds of the Future

In this day and age, growing your own food and
saving your own seeds has become a revolutionary act.
Creating and maintaining local autonomy free from the
clutches of global financial institutions and agri-chemical
“Life Science”™ corporations is the only alternative we
have if we are going to save .the planet and ourselves from
extinction. We rely on large corporations for so much of
the basics of our livelihood and it is time to show that
there are alternatives to industrial agribusiness and that,
given the opportunity and the resources, we are ready to
put them into place.

We are a group of urban community gardeners in

- solidarity with the millions of poor farmers in the world

who are being driven from their land and forced to grow
cash crops by the policies of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund. We are visionaries who see
a future free from this corporate slavery that -defines our
global economy and are working daily in our communities
to take back local control of our lives -- beginning with
the food we eat. - —m

”The Land is For Those Who Work It -
Liberty is For Those Who Take It.




As agriculturists, we recognize that the
reasons we don't want monocultures of chemical
industrial agriculture on our land are the same
reasons we don’t want a monoculture of Coca-
Cola, Starbucks, and McDonalds in our cities,
Global commodities cannot afford to be different and local
communities and businesses are unable to survive in a
world of chain stores, sweatshops, and plantations.
Diversity gets in the way of profits and control. The will to
dominate and control nature sees diversity as a disease and
deficiency. But diversity in our lands and in our cultures
is what keeps us alive and makes our lives rich. As we
stand our ground we must remember that we are fighting
to keep the bankers from turning the planet into a big
strip mall.

It is up to us to take the future into our own hands.
If we leave the responsibility of healing this world up te
institutions like the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund, we are dooming ourselves to a future of
' corporate feudalism and ecological catastrophe. For more
than Ffifty years the record is plain and simple: the people
who design the policies at these institutions are not
interested in alleviating poverty and creating an
equitable distribution of wealth: they are only interested

in integrating people from all over the world into the
market economy without regard to its impact on peoplet
lives. Their skewed development policies kill
people everyday day. The World Bank and the IMF
have created a system of modern day colonialism that
make the people in the developing world poorer and the
multinational corporations richer and take the power
away from all of us. It is time to take a stand and say “no
more!” This week, as Guerrilla Gardeners, we are creating
~our vision of the future as we want to see it, and we
welcome you to join us.

Altering Nature Forever

we grow so mrany different things that corporations can

lize them all, we are not only defying their
:f:?:pén?ﬁke over the world via the food supply, bq: we
are supporting the world’s inclllnalmn tﬂwa::' dwersra}fin
and specific function in each unique place. We are Erhy g
attention to places and how they can complement ca
other by being different from gach other.

A weed is nothing in itself; it fI:xists as such in the g
judgment of the world around it. A plant that somgn;es
wishes weren't growing; a people that someone wnsf
weren’t thinking. In organic farming, _wecds are otenw
called volunteers, because every plant 15 useful Iand Erows
for a reason. Likewise, we are voluntgurs, _uffc_nng
ourselves where we can be used best, 1n this lifelong
pursuit of a world that makes Sense zy:cnrding to our long
history, the one that predates the divided and muddled

snciety.
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This land should be our land.

This land ain’t your land, this land ain’t my land,

§

Could be a rich land, but it's a poor land HEE%_ !
|

'

Cuz it is private property for profit gafn__
A weapon of the Bank to cause great pain : _

 What is a weed? ;
In the 12 acre permaculture orchard in the hills of
Vermont, ground cherries are intentional. They provide

root structure and ground cover, and food for people, birds, |

and small animals. Transnational corporations do not own !

ground cherry seeds. They're not a good market because ' ! : . ’ ©

people don’t eat them in large quantities. There are . i E ' 0

thousands of plants out there like this. Foods and wild

plants that we could be growing and eating, and all we
is ‘look around at the native habitats where we

h - d
live to get a clue as to what we should be nurturing. When | All creation is sacred.
: Seeds, plants, animals and

: micro-organisms are our
. common hertage and not private

property. Any claim to own or patent
life is a theft from and a cultural
assault on indigenous people.
Indigenous peoples, farmers and
women seed-keepers have the right
lo save, share and exchange seeds
and medicinal plants. ;
Seeds are the source of life.{
People’s movements are
the source of resistance. |

S8 byie.

__ ; VE BEEH Adapted from the Indigenous Peoples’ statement
IRE DUF.NF FHE ¥ A_I_-Ffﬂﬂ on the Trade-Related aspects of Inteflectual
TEE IS, FTHAT FARMS | Property Rights of the WTO agreement.
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THE WORLD TURNED UPSIDE DOWN

In the year 2000

Washington D.C. :
A ragged band of Green Guerillas

Came to set the lawn space free
They
They defied the cops

They were the dispossessed
Reclaiming garden plots...

*ﬁy

defied the World Bank

In 1649
To St George's Hill
A ragged band they called the Diggers
Came to show the people’ s will
They defied the landlords
They defied the laws
They were the dispossessed
Reclaiming what was theirs

We come in peace, they said
To dig and sow
We come to work the land in common

And to make the waste land grow

This earth divided

We will make whole
So it can be

A common treasury for all.

The sin of property

We do discain

No one has any right to buy and sell
The earth for private gain
By theft and murder

They took the land

Now everywhere the walls

Rise up at their command.

Further Resources

) i is an international
network of farms that rely on volunteers to help out in the fields. In
exchange for a hard days work you get 3 meals and accommodation and
as much practical experience as you want learning about farming.
Usually how it works is that if you're over 16 you can pay like $20 for a
listing of hundreds of farms and an ID number. Then you call up or write
to specific places to find out more details. [ know a slew of people
who've worked their way around the country acquiring skills, getting
strong, and living well from hooking into the WWOOFing network. It's
an incredible resource and working on a farm sure beats hanging out on
the street drinking with your smelly friends and talking about how
much it sucks in the cty.

The Permaculture Activist PO Box 1209 Black Mountain, NC 28711
Usa

Published 3 times a year and always full of good articles and contacts.
The classifieds always have interesting offers for work and trade. The
latest issue is about patterns in nature and has been keeping me up at
night spellbound.

Intem/ A ticeshin Direct
Northeastern Organic Farming Association (NOFA)-Mass 411 Sheldon
Rd. Barre, MA USA 01005 - found this ad in the back of the
Permaculture Activist ; i

Write to Eric Toensmeier and ask for their Directory of Organic
Farming Apprenticeship programs for farms all over North America
and internationally.

. Ll AT LR Il T TOM I el CATEN
This group is based out of Fayetteville, Arkansas and they put out a 23
page list describing internships and apprenticeships for organic and
sustainable farms across the United States. You can order a free copy by
calling 1-800-346-9140.

That should get you started, punk. Get out there and grow some food.

Tf you're interested in this sustainable agriculture program [ keep

talking about, address your queries to David Buckner at the same
address. The farm accepts 5 to 10 students every year and they need
hard working, dedicated people. Good luck out there.

Linnaea Farm
PO Box 98 Manson's Landing
Cortes Island B.C. VOP1K0 Canada ____ _.
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Information and Imagination Books to Check Qut:
The thing about all this stuff is that it's a lot more information and

iagination intensive than capital or energy intensive - we rely on
each other, our observations, and the thousands of years of
accumulated knowledge from peoples experience, ideas, and
experimentation.

There are some really good books out there that cover a lot of

the basics of food cultivation and sustainable agriculture. Here are a
couple good ones. I've induded the ISBN numbers because | used to work
at a bookstore and I know how much easier it is to look shit up that
way if you have a computer. '

Introduction to Permaculture by Bill Mollison with Reny Mia Slay 1991
Tagari Publications 0-908228-08-2

Everything I've just been rambling on to you about is all covered in
detail in this book. It's changed my life. Nuff said. Check it out.

Start With the Soil by Grace Gershuny 1993 Rodale Books 0-8759-
567-9

Very eloquently lays out the basics of building soil: humus and compost
‘and moisture and nutrients and basic chemistry. Beautiful tables and
diagrams of indicator weeds, cover crops, organic amendments, acid and
alkaliné tolerant plants, etc. Really good chapter on dealing with
fucked up city soil.

g and Maintaining Your Edible Landscape Natura
Robert Kourik 1986 Metamorphic Press 0-9615848-0-7

Incredibly thorough manual on creating gardens and orchards step by
step next to your house. Great chapters on tree crops and reclaiming the
suburbs with vegetable gardens. Full of useful photos, drawings, and

charts.

by

eEelaiies PNEn You o Nog ) L3
1 y John Jeavons 1974/1995 Ten Speed Press
All you need to get started learning how to feed yourself and your
community. This book has been translated into a bunch of different
languages and is used all over the world in successful sustainable

agriculture projects. Really good sowing charts and illustrations.

Seed To Seed by Susan Ashworth 1991 Seed Savers Exchange (-

9613977-7-2

The definitive guide for anyone who wants to learn seed saving

techniques. Includes 130 vegetables. Describes botanical classifications,
pollination, isolation, caging, seed harvest, drying, cleaning, and

storage. Really important stuff.’

And please don’t complain about books being expensive - get a library

card for fucks.sake. And if there's twice as many cops in your town as

there used to be but they've cut the library funding in half - make some

noise about it - educate and articulate your bad self. 24

"We work, we eat together

They make the laws

To chain us well

The clergy dazzle us with heaven
Or they damn us into hell

We will not worship

The God they serve .
The God of greed who feeds the rich

While poor men starve

We need no swords

We will not bow to masters

Or pay rent to the lords

We are free men

Though we are poor

You Diggers all stand up for glory
Stand up now

From the men of property
The orders came
They sent the hired men and troopers
To wipe out the Diggers' claim
Tear down their cottages
Destroy their corn
They were dispersed -
Only the vision lingers on

You poor take courage
You rich take care
The earth was made a common treasury
For everyone to share
All things in common
All people one

We come in peace
The order came to cut them down

sl
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Kevin Danaher

s World War I raged across Europe and Asia, the leaders of

England and the United States realized that, in order to ensure

a liberal, capitalist world economy after the war, they would
need multilateral institutions that could enforce rules favoring the free
movement of capital internationally. In July 1944 the two governments
convened a conference at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, There they
developed the plans for two institutions that would shape the world
economy for the next 50 years.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) was established to smooth
world commerce bi reducing foreign exchange restrictions, It also cre-
ated a reserve of funds to be tapped by countries expenencing tempo-
rary balance of payments problems so they could continue trading with-
out interruption. This pump-priming of the world market would ben-
efit all trading countries, especially the biggest traders, the United States
. and Britain.

Also founded at "':eton Woods was the Intemnational Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (World Bank). The World Bank was
given the task of making post-war development loans for infrastruc-
ture projects (roads, utilities}), which, because they were unprofitable,
were not likely to be initiated by private capital. The Bank was also
mandated to promote private foreign investment by means of guaran-
tees or participation in loans and other investments made by orivate
investors,

The founders of these institutions hoped that by establishing ground-
rules before the end of the war, they could gird themselves against the
~ twin threats of state-managed economies under a socialist model and
international anarchy brought on by cutthroat varieties of nationalistic
capitalism. They saw that if the major powers did not ensure some
access to big capital for the elites qf less prosperous countries, those
elites could adopt policies with the potential for unravelling the world
capitalist economy.

The unwritten goal of the World Bank and the IMF -- one that has

0 2 T
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growing season, we move the chickens to the where the com was growing the
year before and keep rebuilding the fertility. Just like in the forest, we're in
the process of creating a long term self-sustaining cyde filled with different
interconnected elements. '

Diversity

By growing tuns of different kinds of things, we're guaranteed to be
eating well year round. When onion season is over, leek season is just
beginning. When the kale is starting to all go to seed, the first heads of
lettuce are ready to harvest. [n vur orchard there are early, mid, and late
season apples lrees all right next to each other. With all our canning and
drying and freezing, there’s no problem eating jam and pesto sauce all sorts of
other goodies all year round. No une ever goes hungry around here. If this
was an ind ustrial monocrop farm, we’d have to ship in tons of food or things
would get really boring. Diversity is all about stability and living large - the
important stuff.

Urban Guerrilla Gardening - Growing Food in the City :
We need to start growing food where we live and reclaiming all this

knowledge for vurselves and future generations. We can’t keep importing and
trucking all of vur food all over the globe and let big curporations control the
most basic aspect uf our lives for us. There is so much potential for growing
food in the cities and suburbs. Taking vver abandoned rubble lots and rvof tups
and lawns and starting community gardens. Building compost with all the
organic wastes from supermarkets and restaurants and vur kitchens. Catching
water before it runs off into the sewers - building ponds and attracting birds
and insects, Creating urban woudlots of fire and timber wood grown around
industrial zoney can filter pollution from the air, produce oxygen, create
habitat for birds and small animals, and not make all the buildings so damn
oppressive. Lucals parks could be full of fruit trees and berrien. We cl.mldi _
graft scion wood of good fruit trees to crab apples in alleyways or non-fruiting
cherries and peaches and plums in parks, come back later for the harvest. We
can dumpster tow of bathtubs and tires and milk crates and refrigerators and
other good stuff to grow things out of. There's more edge and vertical growing

ace than you can shake a stick at in the city. The possibilities are rich. It's

| like sculpture and art - dealing with living systems that change over
time. IV's s0 important to bring this stuff into the dity, bridge connections

between people of different generations and cultures, teach the kids that
there’s more to life than concrete and hate and fear. ™
Everyone around here knows me as the aggro aty kid, the one who's
somelimes lov impatient and loud and talks faster than everyone else and
goes vut ymashing up concrete slabs with a sledgehammer and builds raised
vegetable beds vut uf sticks and blackberries just to prove we can grow f:tmd
" even in really crappy suil. As I've lived on thiy farm for almost an enlire
growing season, |'ve learned a little bit of patience and calm and a whole
bunch of skills that I'm lovking foward to bringing home. -
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;[Zu(enfom:d with & vengeance -- has been to integrate countries into .
capitalist world economy. Despite all the rhetoric about develop- &
ment and the alleviation of poverty, the central function of these mul-

tilatefal lending institutions has been to draw the rlers and govern-
ments of weaker states more tightly into a world economy dominated

" by large, transnational corporations.

Over the past five decades, the World Bank and the IMF have
steadily gained power and influence, becoming the key arbiters deter-
mining which countries will receive international loans. This status
gives the Bretton Woods institutions the power to enforce economic
policies written in Washington, where both the Bank and the Fund are
based. For many in the Third World, this harkens back to colonial times.

The policies imposed by the World Bank and the IMF are designed
to facilitate the repayment of debt: that is, the steady transfer of wealth
out of Third World countries to the bankers of the industrial countries.
This transfer of wealth has had devastating consequences for the poor
majority. Money that could have been invested in health, education
and housing has instead been transferred to wealthy bankers. Accord-
ingly, Third World countries under IMF/World Bank tutelage have seen
infant monality rates increase, schools and housing deteriorate, unem-

~ ployment skyrocket and the general health of the people decline.

This is why author Susan George uses the term “financial low-
intensity conflict” to depict the war being waged between rich and
poor. It is not simply a war between “North and South,” as it is s0
often portrayed in the mainstream press and academic literature. Rather,
it is a collaborative effort between southern elites and their northern
counterparts. The Third World rulers get new infusions of cash and
remain unaffected by the austerity policies imposed by the technocrats
from the IMF and the World Bank. Northern elites get loan payments
and can sleep well at night knowing that their allies in the South will
keep a tight grip on the workers and keep the money flowing.

Natice that, despite all their pressure to cut back the size of Third
World governments, the IMF and World Bank do not pressure Third
World leaders to reduce military spending. Without a strong repres-
sive apparatus, it would be impossible (o enforce the harsh policies
dictated from Washington.

The Record Speaks for [tself

There is a parable about a villager who goes to a local wise man
and asks to borrow the wise man's donkey. The wise man lies, saying
the donkey is not there. Just then, the donkey brays. The wise man

2




pauses, then says: “Well, who are you going to bélieve, a donkey ora -

wise man?"

Despite the steady decline of Third World economies  under the
tutelage of economists from the World Bank and the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF), these institutions keep insisting that their wise men
and their “free market” policies will eventually foster development.
Third World leaders are told that, in order to get more loans to pay off
the old loans, they must implement “structural adjustment” reforms.
These include: '

* selling state enterprises to the private sector in order to make gov-
ermmments more efficient

* raising producer prices for agricultural goods so farmers will have
the incentive to grow and market more food

= devaluing local currencies (in line with their world market value)
to make exports more competitive in foreign markets

* reducing government budget deficits by cutting consumer subsi-
dies and charging user fees for social services such as health care
and education

* encouraging free trade by dropping protectionist measures and by
reducing regulation of the private sector

* creating incentives to attract foreign capital

Yet the central qu_e.stiun that is consistently avoided by the enforc-
ers of these policies is, do they work?

Look at the case of Africa, Thirty of the 47 governments in sub-

Saharan Africa have been pressured into implementing structural ad- [

Justment reforms, The effects have been devastating to the poor. As
early as 1988, the United Nations concluded: “The most vulnerable
population groups, in particular women, youth, the disabled and the
aged, have been severely and adversely affected.™

Though-western economists claimed that these policies would re- :

duce debt burdens, by 1992, Africa’s external debt had reached $220

billion, about 2.5 times greater than it was in 1980, The record of the
IMF/World Bank gurus is also dismal in Latin America and Asian debtor |

countries such as the Philippines.
Asian countries such as Japan, China and South Korea that have

experienced high growth rates have done so not through a dogmatic §

“free market” strategy as espoused by the Bank and the Fund, but
through highly state-directed economies. -

Usually, we are exposed to analyses from people in the top 2 per-
cent of the world’s income pyramid. In contrast, the book you are hold-
ing includes strong representation of Third World voices explaining

3

trees back into soil which provi

The quintessential crop guild is the traditivnal Native American
planting of corn, beans, and squash. As the runnur beans trellis their way up
the com stalks, they fix the nilrogen that's being lost to the soll from the com
which needs & lot of nutrients to grow. As the squash plant provides an
understorey which keeps away weeds and helps to keep the soil moist, their
big spiny leaves also keep the animals from trying to climb up and steal the

~ com ears a8 they ripen.

At the edge between the forest and the lake there's always a mix of
both ecologies and whole other set of species that doesn't exist ir: cither of
the twa. Ecological productivity always increases at the boundary between
two éecologles because the resources from both systems can be used. This is true
for land/ water, forest/grassland, estuary/ocean, sidewalk/street,
wherever.) Energies and materials always accumulate at the edges - soil and
debris are blown by the wind against fences or walls. Incruased edge makes
for a more productive - creates more surface area, more patches of
microdimates. People always want to live on the edges.

' When we build our garden beds or ponds, we take edge into account
and don't just always make them normal rectangles or circles. We built an
herb spiral next to vur house out of smashed up concrete from an old building
foundation. The raised spirals condenses space, creates a bunch of little
microclimates for shade and sun tolerant herbs, increages the surface area,
and looks really cuul. Edges define areas and break them into manageable

sections - look around and see what I'm talking about.

: Relative Location s

.+ Qut in the forest the individual plants and animals and scil

anisms aren’t nearly as important as how they all relate to each other.
ﬁm&wbﬁdtulbur{imﬁmnthumthefﬂytutheoﬂwruideufthe

forest and plant new trees by shitting out the seeds. Bark beetles carry the
“Epores of fungi into fallen trees and the fungi help break down the wood of the

ide the materials for new trees to il;mw._ If we
separate out each jsm il's hard to apprediate what's actually going on.
If you haven’t already figured it vut, this is a reoccurring theme he::e. Rather
than viewing hing on our farm as separate entities, we try to figure out
huw as many of the efements in our system can work together as possible.

In vur production garden we have a five year crop n:fal:m Ti!:: idea
i keep up the soil fertility by growing a succession of crops that
‘:m&:;tl;;zm eafnt]m*aﬂerm we grow beans and then tomatoes and then

. squash. To throw off the pests and diseases; the same crop is never grown 2
 bed two years in a row.

 thing: We keep

We alsu factor a slew of chickens into the whole
the chickens fenced off in a nice big area and as they hang out
and eat the pests and shit all over the place to get

: tch up the ground
?ﬁ?ﬁ“ mdynpto plant in. They have a nice life on the farm, rub themselves

: intheduﬂmdhawsexmdn!ithatﬂwyeathugsmdfmdmapﬁmdm;

scratch, we eat their eggy, everyone’s happy. At the beginning of the next



